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	                        DRAFT

	
	

	
	Minutes of the Public Meeting of the Planning Committee to consider planning application 24/03817/AOP Land North of Little Horwood Road and Cherry Leas
 Held on Monday 13th January 2025 at 7.30pm at the Great Horwood and Singleborough Village Hall




Present:	Cllr Caroline Cousin (CC) Chairman, Cllr John Gilbey (JWG), Cllr Jackie Goss (JG), Cllr Jonathan Evans (JE), Cllr Thomas Lee (TL), Sarah Biswell - Clerk (SB) along with 39 members of the Public.	

	Please note, to comply with Data Protection rules, names (other than councillors or persons who have previously given their permission) will not be used in these minutes.


	1.
	Apologies for absence and introductions
None given – Cllr Cousin thanked the people for their attendance.

	2.
	To receive Declarations of Interest
None received. 

	3
	Introduction by the Chairman of the Planning Committee
Cllr Cousin started the meeting by introducing the members of the Planning Committee.  
Cllr Cousin advised that the Planning Committee is a Committee of the Parish Council and must run under the Council’s Standing Orders and will allow for a Public Participation. 
Cllr Cousin confirmed that as well as the Croudace application, there are other planning application coming forward at the moment, these included the planning application for two 4-bedroom houses off the Winslow Road.  A representative of Abbeymill Homes came to the November Parish Council meeting to ask if the Parish Council would work with them with a proposal for approximately 30 houses on land south of Weston Road.  In response the Parish Council reiterated its position that it believed the Neighbourhood Plan was still valid. 
The rush in applications has been triggered by the housing policy of the new Government.  A new National Planning Policy Framework was published in December 2024 which introduced new methodology for calculating local housing need.  The figures for Buckinghamshire have increased the housing requirements from 2,912 dwellings per annum to 4,319. 
There is also now a requirement for Buckinghamshire Council to have a 5-year housing land supply but they have nowhere near this.  This is why these planning applications are being received. 
Great Horwood Parish Council has a Neighbourhood Plan which has been successful in defending the village from applications outside the settlement boundary. It became part of the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) (adopted in September 2021) and was only valid until overridden by a new Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plan.  The NPPF now time limits the VALP to 5 years from adoption and the Buckinghamshire Local Plan will be a few years away from being produced.  
Cllr Cousin said that she had been in touch with the Neighbourhood Planning Coordinator at Buckinghamshire Council who has advised as follows: -

“Your Neighbourhood Plan is in date and so its policies will still be used, as will VALP’s. However, in the absence of a demonstrable 5-year housing land supply and with the recent changes to the NPPF, neither plan will protect from speculative development as well as it would if there was a demonstratable supply”.
Buckinghamshire Council have been asked for an indicative figure for housing that Great Horwood will be expected to deliver under the NPPF. Unfortunately, that figure will not be available until February 2025, which will be too late for the immediate response for this planning application deadline of the 27th January 2025.
Cllr Cousin said that if anyone who wished to comment but did not have access to the internet, written comments could be given to the Clerk who would email them to Buckinghamshire Council. 

	4.
	Public Participation
The meeting was then suspended for Public Participation to take place where a number of points were raised as concerns.  These included: -
· Traffic in Little Horwood Road 
· The capacity of the sewerage system
· Potential for flooding from ground water downstream from the site
· Concern that the traffic assessment was inaccurate and did not take recent developments in Winslow into account. 
· Concerns that the ecological report was not rigorous enough. 
· 70 houses were too many
Cllr Cousin asked for a show of hands of the members of public at the meeting that were not objecting to this planning application – it was noted that no hands were raised. 
Cllr Cousin thanked everyone for their participation and said that their concerns had been noted.  She then reconvened the Planning Committee meeting.

	5.
	Planning Committee discussion and decision
Cllr Cousin said that the Planning Committee is yet to agree a formal response but then outlined what she saw as the key issues. 
The members of the Planning Committee were then asked for their comments on this application and were noted as follows: -
Cllr Gilbey – There is no mention of a development several years ago in Weston Road which was called in by the Secretary of State was refused as not sustainable.  This application is very relevant to the one being considered now and it is unclear as to why it was not included in the list of relevant planning applications in the Planning Statement. 
Cllr Lee – it might be worth consulting a property specialist to offer guidance/advice
Cllr Evans – it was felt this was a grossly excessive application, out of keeping with the village.   
Cllr Goss - as this village has a rich history, was any research undertaken on potential archaeological importance.  Increased traffic was a concern.  The Parish Council has use of the MVAS but perhaps a traffic survey by Buckinghamshire Council might be appropriate to get a true figure of the traffic involved.
It was resolved at this meeting that all members of the Planning Committee will object to this planning application – 24/03817/AOP.

	6.
	Revision of the Neighbourhood Plan
The Committee considered whether or not the Neighbourhood Plan should be revised, and resolved that it should be.  They then agreed an article to be put into the next issue of FOCUS asking for volunteers for a Steering Group to take this forward.   



	7.
	Actions to be taken from this meeting
Clerk – to submit article in February 2025 Focus Magazine. 
Cllr Cousin to prepare the Parish Council’s objection to the application for consideration by the Planning Committee before the deadline of 27th January 2025.




The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.  





Signed      														Date
	 
              
Caroline Cousin
Chairman of the Planning Committee
 
image1.png
Great Horwood
Parish Council





