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	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 10 July 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Great Horwood



Present:	Cllr John Gilbey (JWG) Chairman, Cllr Caroline Cousin (CC) Vice Chairman, Cllr Andy Waller (AW), Cllr Jonathan Evans (JE), Cllr Jackie Goss, Cllr Sir Beville Stanier Bt. and ten members of the public. 

	Please note, to comply with Data Protection rules, names (other than councillors or persons who have previously given their permission) will not be used in Great Horwood Parish Council Minutes.  

                       
	1.   
	To receive apologies for absence 
Cllr John Chilver

	2. 
	To receive declarations of interest
AW – Item 18

	3. 
	Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 June 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true record and were signed by JWG

	4. 
	To consider matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting 

Public participation – discussions were held in the last meeting about the hedge on Spring Lane close to the Post Box. It was noted that half of the hedge has been cut back which appears to have alleviated the problem for the time being. 


	5. 
	To introduce the new GHPC Clerk

Sarah Biswell announced as the new Clerk. GHPC looks forward to working with Sarah in the future. Sarah will commence her duties from the 1st of September. 


	6. 
	Public Participation Period

One member of the public asked what has happened to Community Speedwatch – JWG noted that we would deal with it under correspondence. Lack of volunteers appears to be the issue – none of the local villages seem to be doing it any longer. 

One individual mentioned that she had noticed a lot of Hemlock up near the cricket pitch and wanted to warn people to be careful if litter picking for example. JWG proposed to look into this with Bucks CC (Action Cllr Gilbey)

A second individual mentioned the Village Hall – there is no cleaner at the moment. Ian has been in correspondence with CCs cleaner, who has said she will take it on, though Ian is now on holiday. Hopefully this will be resolved very shortly. 

The second individual raised a further point – the wildflower meadow by the HSH development. Is there plans to keep it as it is a real asset to the village? JWG answered that the plan will be for a small section of it to become a play park but the far corner will be a mini football pitch. This is something we need to consider more closely around April/May time. 


	7. 
	Report from Buckinghamshire Councillors
Suggested topics:

a) Update on Nook Park
Sir Beville Stanier Bt. – Like everyone Sir Beville has received the response from Bucks Council. The officers have done what they can, but these things take time and we have to abide by the laws of the land. That’s all that can really be said about the matter. 

Comments made in the meeting that the letter is vague, for example around timings of fit and proper application. There is also no mention of planning anywhere in the letter. It would appear that in respect of the Fit and Proper application the Site Owner Mr Burns has 28 days to respond to Buckinghamshire Council. 
It was also commented by one member of public that letter refers to the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960 (as amended) but their understanding is that this legislation has since been superseded. JE can find no reference to this being the case online.  

The key request made to the Parish Council is that the Article 4 Hedgerow Direction expires on 31 July 2023 unless confirmed by Buckinghamshire Council. One individual raised a further concern that the removal of hedgerows point could take over a year, in which time the development continues. 

Cc said she had been in email correspondence with the Parish Council VIP Helpline about the claim that development was being made under a GDPO. They suggested that if there were concerns the matter should be reported to Enforcement. As it was unclear whether anybody had explicitly done this, CC said that she would (Action Cllr Cousin) 

b) High Street Resurfacing 

This is scheduled but there is a second issue – with another TTRO from National Grid which means Winslow Road will be shut completely for 3 days. 

The High Street works will take place overnight but the parking suspensions will be in place throughout. 

c) Further topics

Correspondence received from a constituent requesting progress on a planning application and from another constituent reporting a noise issue. 


	8. 
	Horwode Pece Management Committee Report
a). To receive the Management Committee Report

Some issues in the ROSPA report. There was a recommendation made around banning dogs, but on the grounds it can’t be policed the proposal is not to proceed with this recommendation, albeit of course this is really a matter for the Recreational Trust and not the Parish Council. 

As the Parish Council Trustee for the GHSRT, CC confirmed that she and one other of the three Trustees had agreed to this course of action. The third had made no comment. 

The council acknowledged the planned works and no concerns were raised. 


	9. 
	Footpaths Report

No report received. No concerns raised in the meeting. 


	10. 
	 Roads Report

There appears to be an abandoned vehicle on Nash Road. It has no tax and MOT. This has been reported on Fix My Street but this could take some time. The vehicle is very near where the new crossing is due to be built and if the car is not moved on this could prevent the crossing being built. CC will send some details to Sir Beville who will do his best to expedite the situation. (Action Cllr Cousin)

The water leak appears to be back in Little Horwood Road. This has been reported along with photographs to Anglia Water, who will look at it imminently. 


	11.
	Planning Report

Couple of items to note. 

It was noted at the last meeting that the application for a certificate of Legal Development for a barn at Bywater Meadow had been withdrawn. Subsequently the application for the conversion of the barn to a dwelling had been refused. In the decision report it was noted that the barn probably hadn’t been legal in the first place, but that might not be considered as a reason to refuse development if it went to appeal. However the reporting Planning Officer visited the site and found the barn was clearly still in use so could not be said to be redundant. 

The application made by Eastfield Farm for an agricultural dwelling has now been withdrawn



	12.
	Issues arising from the Planning Report

No further issues noted



	13. 
	Other Planning Matters

Nash Road – we wrote to the landowner (noted in the previous meeting). This land is just North of the entrance. He sent a long letter, raising concerns about the requests being made. 

We can either speak to the developers with the response made and ask them to deal with it on the basis they are responsible for implementing the s278 or we can request Bucks Highways to sort it out, as noted in section 154 of the Highways Act 1980 which states that if view is interfered they can require owner of hedge to lop or cut it in order to remove the danger within 14 days. JWG suggests we first go to the developers and see what their response is. (Action Cllr Cousin)


	14.
	To consider enlarging the Earmarked reserve for the Village Hall

We want to start work on 1 October. Fear is that if we do not start there then the quotes will all be out of date. There is currently only 15k contingency. 

We need £250,703 for the planned work. This is made of up of the following: 

Section 106 money £112,635
Winslow & Villages Community Board Funding  £15,000 (not confirmed)
Village Hall Reserves £40,719
Parish Council reserves  £20,000
Solar Farm  £22,000 (not confirmed).
ACRE Queens Platinum Jubilee Village Hall fund £40,349  (not confirmed)

Without all of these grants we cannot carry out the work. ACRE grant will not be provided unless we can show all other funds are in place. Progress is slow and we need to press go middle of September. 

The suggestion is we increase the PC earmarked reserve from 20k to 42k on the expectation we can replenish this when we get the money from the Solar Farm. 

We would be left with a general reserve of £7,850 or £12,850 if we take back the reserve for Horwood Pece. The generally accepted minimum level should be between 3 and 12 months of net revenue expenditure – ours is £30,089, so we would have c. 5 months if we included the Pece earmarked reserve. 

It was resolved to increase the earmarked reserve for the Village Hall refurbishment to £42,000 on the grounds it will be replenished as soon as the funds are received from the Solar Farm.  

CC agreed to revised the policy document and bring it to the next meeting for approval (Action Cllr Cousin) 


	15.
	Report from the MVAS

The MVAS was in Nash Road from 12th June to 10th of July. 59,000 vehicles counted. The percentile speed was 29 mph and 85% were within that. The highest recorded speed was 50mph, but that is just 1 in almost 60,000 vehicles and it could have been an emergency vehicle for example. 


	16.
	Winslow and Villages Community Board 

There is a meeting next Wednesday 19 July at Furze Down School. 


	17.
	To receive a report from any meetings attended 

JWG met with Beverly Rodbard-Hedderwick on Friday from Fox Colvert (mentioned earlier)
20 June – Rec Management Committee Meeting (CC) 
20th June – Village Hall meeting (JE, CC, JWG)
23 June – CC meeting regarding grants for Village Hall 


	18.
	Report on Developments at Nook Park

Covered elsewhere. 

	19.
	Update on Fox Covert Solar Farm

JWG has been in touch with our contact at the Farm. It now appears that they did send the community benefit deed in May, but it must have been lost in transit, so on Friday a new one was sent. This has been signed by both parties and this should mean that the £22,000 will be transferred to the council once the site begins to generate electricity. Around 2/3 of the panels are apparently now in place. They are optimistic on timescale for completion, though have not committed to a specific date at this stage. There will be a lot of wooden pallets at the site and they will be available for collection. CC suggests that they could put them on Facebook. 


	20.
	E.on Maintenance Charges

When previously discussed the charges were overestimated. There are 31 shortly to be 32 lamps. We did pay £1 a light for maintenance but the cost is increasing to £8 a light, i.e. £256 per annum. If we don’t have the cover it is £61.50 for a visit plus any costs. 

Every six years the British Standard says they should be electrically tested. This will need to be done in 5 years’ time at £26 per light. 

The Parish Council resolved to accept the revised charges and retain the cover. 


	21. 
	Worthy Causes

This will go into the September issue of Focus (no issue in August) so we will do that as normal. (Action JWG)


	22.
	Update on EV Charging Points 

Nothing to report since last meeting. 


	23.
	To receive and note correspondence

JWG received some emails

There was a complaint from somebody (without naming names) that at the bottom of Spring Lane somebody was letting their property out as an Air BnB and that noisy parties were taking place. This was referred to Cllr John Chilver who referred this to Environmental Health. Since then JWG has contacted the complainant twice to ask if he had been contacted and JC did the same and so far no reply received. No further action proposed at this point. 

Chris Gilchrist reported that his cat was killed on Little Horwood Rd and he asked about traffic calming measures and/or speed restriction on Little Horwood Road. That was a request about adding 30mph repeater signs, but as there are street lights in the village these cannot be used and would render the speed limit unenforceable. One suggestion would be to to revisit the Community Speedwatch speed system, though this has to be manned by volunteers. JWG proposed that we should try to get it restarted and that he would support this by providing direction to the volunteers as required (Action JWG). There were 4 volunteers for the Community Speedwatch mentioned during the meeting. 

A further request was whether a sign could be installed for when the park opens to say ‘Slow, Children’ or similar. JWG agreed this was worth exploring closer to the time. The entrance to the new park is very close to where the cat was killed and it is very difficult to see what is coming due to the parked cars. 

We received a letter today from High Street Homes, regarding the transfer of open space to GHPC. We were asked to confirm within 28 days that we continue to wish to accept the offer, but we do want to be certain that they will continue with the maintenance for the rest of the year. CC wants to check the letter in case under the terms of the s106 the obligation transfers to us on transfer of ownership. Provided the maintenance continues we would be happy to accept this, though CC notes that some funds are also due. JWG will seek advice from David Rowley at Buckinghamshire Council before replying. (Action JWG) 




	24.


	Finance
a). To review the bank reconciliation

[image: ]
[image: ]

b). To agree payments that require authorising and note funds received 

It was noted that it appears that there are a lot of payments, but this is because no resolution was made in the previous month to make the payments. 

It was resolved to carry out the payments as indicated on the schedule. 

c). To approve a new bank mandate allowing the new Clerk access to GHPC bank accounts

It was resolved to approve a new bank mandate to allow the necessary access for the Clerk. 


	25.
	Items for the next meeting 

RFO to present statement of receipts and payments to date under each head of budget. 

Approval of the revised earmarked Reserves Policy for the Village Hall refurbishment. 


	25.
	Confirmation of date and time of the next meeting
Monday 11th of September in the Village Hall 



The meeting closed at 8.52pm

Signed                      Date 11th September 2023 
              


Chairman


Horwode Pece Management Committee - Report to Parish Council
July  2023


Each week, the Rec. continues to be checked by volunteers. It is generally in good condition and being looked after by most users. There are some areas of minor repair, for example, the front seat rail of the ‘Silver band’ seat needs sanding to avoid the possibility of splinters, some of the wood work around the goals similarly needs treating. These items and the condition of the rubber chipping were discussed at the ‘Horwode Pece Management Committee’ meeting held on the 20th June at 8 The Green. It was decided that the priority activity this year for the committee was to look to replace the wood surround for the toddler area.  The aim is to replace it with recycled plastic lumber as this would be more durable, even if more expensive.  The condition of the rubber chipping was discussed; it is at the correct level in the toddler area, but a little low in the teenage area, but not unsafe, so it was agreed to focus on the wood surround and then top the rubber chipping up later in the season once the wood surround had been completed. Still at the time of this meeting, we had not received the RoSPA report.

With this planned work in mind, the Rec. budget was next discussed. There is sufficient to cover the wood surround work for the Toddler area, top up the rubber chippings, cover the cost of grass cutting, minor maintenance costs, and equipment insurance.  The Teenage area may have to be the main project for next year. It was further agreed to prepare an inventory of the equipment owned by the Management Committee, its location and state of repair.

Recently, we received the RoSPA report. This confirmed the general good state of the equipment and that all the equipment was safe, offering acceptable risk commensurate with adventurous play. Some items where caps were missing were reported, plus Items that should be checked for mechanical issues identified. These items, not being safety critical will be checked/rectified at the next working party.

One contentious item was the RoSPA recommendation that a ‘dog ban’ sign should be placed on the notice board. This was discussed over email and it was agreed that the Rec. should be open for all, and that includes dog walkers.  Most of our dog walkers are very responsible and during Rec. checks no one has reported find dog faeces on any of the Rec. play areas.  One must read the RoSPA report as guidance, not mandatory, it is up to us and Trustees, Parish Council and the Management Committee, to decide policy and who may use the Rec.

John Nicholls - Chairman
9/7/2023
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	Below are current and recent Planning Applications.  The Parish Council is invited to ratify the comments made to Buckinghamshire Council on behalf of the Planning Committee since the last meeting. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	 
	 
	 
	

	Date Received
	Application Number
	Applicant
	Site Address
	Details of Application
	Parish Council Response
	BC Decision
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Determined
	 

	 
	 
	 

	31/01/2023
	23/00280/APP
Ton Ansell
28/02/2023
	Mr Farokh Khorooshi
	Bywater Meadow, Pilch Lane, Great Horwood MK17 0NX
	Conversion of agricultural barn to a single dwelling
	Objection
	Refused
	

	27/03/2023
	23/00979/APP
Shelley Ghazi
24/04/23

	Miss Yvonne Crum
	77 Spring Lane Great Horwood Buckinghamshire MK17 0QP
	Householder application for single storey front extension
	No objection
	Approved
	

	21/04/23
	23/01253/VRC
Faye Hudson
19/5/23
	Mr Holmes
	21 Winslow Road
MK17 0QN
	Variation of conditions to 22/02459/APP
	No Objection
	Approved
	

	21/4/23
	23/01259/APP
Faye Hudson
19/5/23
	Mr & Mrs Grange 
	Eastfield Farm
Little Horwood Road
MK17 0NZ
	Erection of agricultural dwelling and garage
	Support
	Application withdrawn
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	05/02/2020
	20/00409/APP
Alice Culver
05/03/2020
	Ms M McCarthy
	Land off Little Horwood Road, Nash MK17 0EJ
	Variation of condition 2 – change condition to permanent planning permission/consent relating to application 14/00107/APP (allowed on appeal)
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/09/2020
	20/02755/APP
Michael Davey
29/09/2020
	Mr T Reilly c/o Agent Ruston Planning Ltd
	Land at Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood, Bucks
	Change of use of land to 13 Gypsy/traveller pitches with associated works including 13 no. mobiles homes, 13 no. touring caravans, 13 no. day rooms and 13 no. cesspits
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/09/2020
	20/02755/APP
Philippa Jarvis
08/02/2023
	Mr T Reilly c/o Agent Ruston Planning Ltd
	Land at Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood, Bucks
	Change of use of land to 6 Gypsy/traveller pitches with associated works including 6 no. mobiles homes, 6 no. touring caravans, 6 no. day rooms and 6 no. cesspits incorporating detailed landscape scheme.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00221/APP
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking 
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00222/ALB
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	23/09/2021
	21/03776/APP
Karen Fossett
21/10/2021

	Messrs Corcoran, Cawley and Nevin
	Plots 2,4,6 & 7 Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood 
MK17 0PD

	Change of use of land to use as a residential gypsy and traveller site, including an increase in the number of caravans to a total of 15 of which no more than 8 shall be static caravans/mobile homes occupied for residential purposes, together with retention of existing ancillary building
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/06/2022
	22/01776/APP
Catherine Dickson
05/07/2022

	Ms S Isseyegh
	The Farmhouse, 
Fair Winter Farm, Singleborough Lane, Singleborough, Great Horwood MK17 0RB
	Erection of a replacement dwelling together with associated development
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02490/APP
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022

	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green, Great Horwood 
MK17 0RH
	Householder application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02491/ALB
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022
	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green,
Great Horwood
MK17 0RH
	Listed building application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope. Internal alterations to include removal of partitions and alterations to internal layout, installation of staircase, ensuite at first floor level and new fixture and fittings.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/09/2022
	22/03046/APP
Kerby MacInnis
05/10/2022
	Mr D Grainge
	Eastfield Farm, 
Little Horwood Road, 
Great Horwood
MK17 0NZ
	Construction of bund
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	14/10/2022
	22/03413/APP
Emma Mumby
11/11/2022
	Mrs & Mrs H Elliott
	28 Spring Lane,
Great Horwood
MK17 0QW
	Demolition of the existing dwelling and the erection of a detached dwelling with access, parking and amenity space 
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/11/2022
	22/03218/APP
Emma Mumby
29/11/2022

	Mr O Negrea
Sub Blue Ltd
Grange Park
Northampton
	Land to rear of Vine Cottage, 3 Little Horwood Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QE
	Erection of 3 dwellings
	No objection
	Awaiting decision 
	

	4/5/23
	23/01384/APP
31/5/23
	J Cawley
	Nash Park  
MK17 0FD
	Change of use of amenity space to 2 pitch site
	Object
	Awaiting decision
	

	5/5/23
	23/01432/APP
Naim Poptami
2/6/23
	J B Pro Ltd
	Old Dean Farmhouse  Singleborough Lane MK17 0RF
	Householder application for demolition of rear sheds and erection of rear extensions
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	16/5/23
	23/01530/APP
13/6/23
	Stuart Parker
	Paddock View, 15c Litle Horwood Road
MK17 0RA
	Householder application for first floor side extension
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	6/6/23
	23/01698/APP
Naim Poptami
3/7/23
	Mr & Mrs I Wilson
	The Cottage Singleborough Lane Singleborough Great Horwood Buckinghamshire MK17 0QY
	Householder application for construction of carport, alteration/reconfiguration of hard and soft landscaped areas, including French drains
	O objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	16/6/23
	23/01775/AGN
Shelley Ghazi
26/6/23
	Mr I Watts
	Land South Of Little Horwood Road Great Horwood Milton Keynes MK17 0FT
	 Erection of agricultural building
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	13/6/23
	23/01783/VRC
11/7/23
	James Gunn
	4 Little Horwood Road
MK17 0QE
	Variation of condition 2 (Approved Plans) attached to planning planning permission 22/03926/APP
	No Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	14/6/23
	23/01810/APP
Naim Poptami
12/7/23
	Mr & Mrs Daymond
	2 High St MK17 0QL
	Householder application for replacement of windows and doors
	No Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	19/6/23
	23/01844/AOP
Tom Ansell
17/7/23
	Mr P West
	Land off Little Horwood Read 
	Outline application for a residential development to provide up to 3 dwellings and access only onto Little Horwood Road, & all other matters reserved
	Object
	Awaiting decision
	




Key – 
Colours 
Green = applications determined since last report
Orange = applications received in 2020
Light blue = applications received in 2021
Yellow = applications received in 2022
Pink = applications received in 2023
Names are those of the AVDC application case officer
Dates are when the application was received (column 1) and by when comments must be made (column 2).
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