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GREAT HORWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting held on 
Monday 8th September 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs J. Gilbey (Chairman) R. Moulding (Vice Chairman) M. Brocklehurst, M. Berrill, I. Lamberton, J Samways, Mr. D. Trigg (Clerk) 

In attendance: Six members of the public.

                                    Special guest David Rowlands County Councillor 

8.1 Apologies for absence   

     Cllr D. Yates
8.2 Declaration of Interest.

     None

8.3 Confirmation of minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 14th July 2008.
     Accepted.

8.4 Matters arising from the Minutes
8.4.1 A replacement roof for the bus shelter is available from the Hanson family. The Clerk to obtain quotes for installation. Still on going
8.4.2 From the issue raised during the public participation re the problem of parking at the top end of Spring Lane the Clerk has ascertained that it is not possible to obtain any additional parking spaces on land owned by Home Farm.
8.4.3 Dog bins. One is installed in Spring Lane the other is still to be installed.  The Clerk to follow up with AVDC. Awaiting new contactors to start so second bin can be installed
8.4.4 Litter bins. There are two scheduled for emptying by AVDC in the village. One on The Green and the other at the Spring Lane end of the right of way to the High Street. This second bin is no longer in situ. The Clerk to find out types of available bin and costs and present to the next meeting for a decision on a suitable replacement.
8.5.5 The Clerk to review the insurance value of bollards situated around The Green. A saving of £58 on the premium would be made by removing the replacement cover on the bollards. The Clerk was instructed to contact our insurers to implement this change.
8..5.6 Cllr Gilbey reported the actions to be taken by BCC after his meeting with David Hedley our BCC Local Area Technician.
Footway resurfacing on Weston Road, The Close and Townsend Cottages - This has all been approved, and the work should be started around mid November.
Spring Lane – The cutting back of the verges etc. was done in July as previously promised.
White lining, Singleborough - This is the responsibility of David Cairney of BCC and should be completed within the next 4-6 weeks. 

Grass Island at the junction of Singleborough Lane and Pilch Lane. This is a widespread problem and one that is not easily solved. The ideal solution is to install kerbing/setts. However installing great lengths of kerbing is expensive. Other options that can be used are bollards, however in a rural village such as Singleborough, these can be deemed inappropriate. Yje Parish Council was advised to contact Ann-Marie Davies, who can then reply to you after taking advice from Simon Dudley or Tim Fowler

The Parish Gang are in the area for 1 week every month. They carry out smaller scale works, such as sign cleaning, vegetation clearing, etc. For example, in July, the Parish Gang did the cutting back and weed kill in Spring Lane (as above), and last month they erected the handrail at Nash Road. The Report Sheet should be returned to BCC so that requests are properly logged, and then they will arrange the necessary works with the gang. There is no specific deadline to return it as the gang is here for 1 week every month. The next time they are in the area is w/c 22nd September, so if we would like some work done during that week, then it is suggested getting the report sheet sent back by the end of next week.

Also, w/c 22nd September, the Winslow area has the Patching gang coming in for 2 weeks only, to carry our road repair and patching/resurfacing. There are various sites in the Winslow area lined up for work. In Great Horwood, resurfacing work will be carried out in Pilch Lane, and also two smaller patches on Winslow Road, both of which have been marked out in white paint in preparation. While carrying out road repairs at these two locations, they will also repair nearby potholes. So the worst roads in Great Horwood are already lined up. If there are other roads then send it back on the report sheet ASAP. 

8.5   Public Participation Period

The Chairman suspended the formal proceedings of the meeting to hear items     from the public.
The council was asked about the trustees of the existing recreation ground and the structure of the new recreation ground charity. This was answered by explaining these two items were coming up later in the meeting. County councillor Rowland handed out leaflets on home fire safety checks available to residents.
         8.6 Report from the Parish Plan Steering Committee Cllr Moulding

 Please see attached report.
After some discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council will provide support to the group in pursuing the idea of a circular footpath from the new recreation area at Horwode Pece to connect to the east end of the village.

8.7   Report from the Recreation Committee and noting of the minutes of its meetings. Cllr Brocklehurst.

The minutes are attached to these minutes. 
8.8 Report from the Planning Committee. Cllr Gilbey

      
Report attached to these minutes. 
8.9  Report on the review of the committees of the Council

The format for the Planning Committee has now been decided. 
Planning Applications received will still be considered by each member of the Planning Committee by circulating the documentation and the Planning Book during the month. Then the Planning Committee will meet 15 minutes before each Parish Council Meeting to ratify and minute the decisions made during the preceding period. Formal terms of reference will be presented for ratification at the next Parish Council meeting.
It was proposed that the Recreation Committee will be made up thus. The Parish Council Chairman and Vice chairman, two members of the Parish Council currently trustees of the Great Horwood and Singleborough Recreation Trust, along with John Nichols (non voting) to represent the trustees management committee. The committee will have responsibility for purchasing the equipment for the new Recreation Ground on Horwode Pece and managing it under a licence from the Trust.

The committee shall be entitled to appoint a working group to oversee the day to day management of the equipment in accordance with a mandate prepared by the committee and approved by the Parish Council. This working group may comprise the same membership as the Management |Committee already established by the trustees. 

8.10 Winslow Green aka Greenway. Cllr Moulding 
County Councillor Rowlands. Special guest speaker 
Cllr Moulding opened the discussion by informing the meeting of the proposal for a major development on the old Little Horwood Airfield now documented by Greenway LLP under the title of Winslow Green. It was similar to the Eco town plan previously submitted to the Government for the site. He pointed out that The Group Against Greenway are not connected with the Parish Council but that he is a member. He asked should the PC respond to the consultation document?
David Rowlands reported that although the Eco town proposal had not been included in the Governments short list it could still re-emerge in the future. He recommended that the Parish Council should continue to be vigilant for any Planning Applications made by the Greenway consortium. He made it clear that as he was no longer a member of the AVDC Planning Committee he was now able to openly express his strong opposition to any major development on the site of the old airfield. He was also clear that the AVDC District Councillors for the Horwoods and Winslow were also very much opposed to the development.
Cllr Gilbey said a special meeting of the PC and/or even a village meeting maybe needed if the planning application is submitted. Cllr. Berrill suggested meeting with the AVDC forward planning officer to understand views on the scheme. Cllr. Gilbey will follow this up and contact AVDC.
8.11 Closure of the A421 for repairs to the Thornborough Bridge. Cllr Gilbey
Cllr Gilbey gave a history of the event and the poor planning of the diversion through Great Horwood by BCC. He has asked for an item on this subject to be included on the agenda for next Winslow Local Area Forum on 16th September.
8.12 Response to BCC Parish Gang Report Sheet. Cllr Gilbey
Cllr Gilbey said he had emailed to all the councillors the report sheet for any work needing carrying out. These should be sent to the clerk to forward on to BCC.       
8.13 The condition of the tree on the Green. Cllr Brocklehurst 
Cllr Brocklehurst said the tree on The Green appeared to be dead. It was agreed that Cllr Brocklehurst would ask the tree surgeon looking at the recreation ground trees to examine and report on the tree. All agreed

8.14 The Recreation Ground Charity. The Clerk  

The Clerk detailed the history and objective of this charity and that according to its constitution the Parish Council is the sole trustee to this charity. At present trustees showing at the Charity Commission are incorrect. He asked if all agreed that he should put this correct with only the Parish Council as trustee. All agreed. It was also agreed that the Clerk should examine the state of the account for this Charity and report at the next meeting.

8.15 What to do with the Old recreation ground in Willow Road?  

The results have been coming in from the questionnaire placed in Focus. These will be reviewed and discussed at the October Meeting

8.16 For Payment.
All Agreed
8.17   Monies received

 All agreed 
8.18

All correspondence read out and distributed or asked to be circulated to the Councillors.

A letter was received from Mrs Pegg re the parking in Spring Lane. The council instructed the clerk to send a suitable reply from there comments.

8.19 Items for the next meeting.

Review of responses to the questionnaire on the future of the old Recreation Ground. Cllr. Gilbey

Half Year Financial Report. The Clerk
Villager’s information Notice Board. The Clerk

The Cricket Club tenancy and rent review. The Clerk.

8.20 Date and time of the next meeting.

Monday the 13th October 2008 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
NEW The public participation period of the planning committee will be at 7.15pm also in the Village Hall.
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