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Great Horwood and Singleborough June 2017

FOCUS
You may remember back in October we held an Open Tower Day with the aim of getting 
St James’ bells ringing again. We had lots of people come along on the day to have a look 
behind the scenes, and some had a go at ringing for themselves.  
 
As a result we recruited a group of learners (and a couple of returning bellringers) who have 
been getting to grips with the ropes and bells the over the past months. We practice every 
Monday evening from 7.30pm to 9pm – you may have heard us!  
 
The new recruits have been guided by our unflappable and very experienced Tower Captain, 
and we have been lucky to be able to draft in additional teaching support from surrounding 
towers, so a big thank you to David Moore, David Goodger and Nicky Stuchbury.  
 
We have had some fun times and interesting moments along the way, but I’m delighted to 
report we rang for our first church service on Mother’s Day- photo of our merry band on the 
day! We were all very pleased with ourselves and planned to quietly exit the church after 
ringing, however the vicar had other ideas and we received a round of applause from the 
congregation on our way out!

Since then we have another new recruit (the more the merrier) who is currently learning 
the basics, so this made us think maybe there are some other budding bellringers out there 
who missed our original Open Tower Day. Therefore, we will be holding an Open Evening 
on Monday 12th June from 7.30pm onwards, open to all ages. We are very lucky in Great 
Horwood to have some lovely bells and great teachers, it’s a very social, free, year round 
activity, let’s make sure we keep the bells ringing for many years to come. 

Nicola Ellison

The Bells
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Phone: 01296 714534

Web: www.thecrowngh.co.uk

   @CrownGHorwood

Real Ales and Locally Sourced Food on a 
Buckinghamshire Village Green

  BAR FOOD SERVED    
Mon: 5.00 - 11.00pm Closed for food
 Tues: 5.00 - 10.00pm Closed for food
 Weds: 5.00 - 11.00pm 6.30 - 9.00pm
 Thurs: 12 noon - 3.00pm  12 noon - 2.00pm
  5.00 - 11.00pm 6.30 - 9.00pm
 Fri: 12 noon - 3.00pm 12 noon - 2.00pm
  5.00 - 11.00pm 6.30 - 9.00pm
 Sat: 12 noon - 11.00pm 12 noon - 2.00pm
   6.30 - 9.00pm
Sun: 12 noon - 10.30pm 12 noon - 2.30pm

Please call us on 01296 714534 to book a table

Opening Hours
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St James’ Services for June
   Sidesmen Reader Intercessor

 4th June 11.00am Holy Communion J Brigden J Brigden D Brazier

11th June 11.00am Come and Praise P Moyles      O Gunn       S Brazier

18th June 11.00am Holy Communion R Margerrison J Margerrison R Margerrison 

25th June   8.00am Holy Communion (1662) -  - -

25th June 11.00am Service of the Word I Lamberton C Finnemore Clergy

Church Key Rota: – Rita Essam – tel 714424

Church TimesRev Andrew Lightbown   e-mail alightbown@hotmail.co.uk   phone 01296 712564

www.winslowbenefice.org.uk

Village Fete
All welcome to bring ideas to the 
meeting on Thursday 8th June in 
the Crown Pub.

For further information call David Brazier on 
714712.         3 Peaks Challenge

On Saturday 8th July, whilst 
many of us will be at our village 
fete, our vicar, Rev Andrew 
Lightbown will be taking part in 
The 3 Peaks Challenge. The 3 peaks are Ben 
Nevis in Scotland, Scafell Pike in England 
and Snowdon in Wales. The challenge for 
Andrew is to climb each of these peaks one 
after  another. He aims to complete this 
challenge in 24 hours.

Andrew hopes to raise funds for the 3 
Churches in his benefice; St Laurence 
Winslow, St Mary the Virgin

Addington and St James Great Horwood.  
His just giving page is: 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Andrew-
Lightbown

Valerie Porritt  
Great Horwood PCC

Village Hall News
The ideal place to hold your 
parties, wedding reception, 
meetings and other functions. 
One hirer turned it into a nightclub with 
amazing results.

To enquire about booking please contact Gill 
on 01296 712165.

Gill Wood

Lighting the tower
The Tower will be lit on the 25th June to 
remember the life of Christine Bolton.

Ian Lamberton
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Message from  
PCSO Wendy Taylor
Rural Crime
As I have often said in these 
Neighbourhood updates, dog 
owners must take with them a 
supply of dog poo bags so they 
can pick up after their dogs.  
Not doing so can incur a fine up to £1,000 
and can seriously harm the health of children 
and cause abortion in cows and sheep.  Dog 
walkers, not all I hasten add, pick up after their 
dog then hang the offending bag on a tree/in 
a bush or even throw it into fields containing 
livestock.  Apart from being completely 
irresponsible it now transpires that horse’s 
natural inquisitiveness is leading to their 
deaths as they are consuming the bags and die 
as a result.  In one incident two horses died, 
one was a mother leaving a foal to fend for its 
life on its own because, as the notice says, ‘the 
dog owner could not be bothered to take their 
rubbish home’.

If there is a bin provided, please use it, 
otherwise take the bag home

Neighbourhood Watch
We have noticed an increase in cold calling and 
‘Nottingham Knockers’ visiting various villages.  
Cold callers tend to offer driveway resurfacing, 
tree trimming, roof repairs, gutter cleaning, to 
name but a few jobs.  Please do not buy these 
services from someone cold calling at the door.  
If you need such jobs doing contact companies 

yourself.  Ask friends if they can recommend 
a person/company to do the job but in any 
instance obtain three quotes for the job before 
deciding who will do it.  Trading Standards 
offer the ‘Buy with Confidence’ scheme and 
any company in this scheme has been vetted 
by them.  If that company does not do a good 
job, Trading Standards will ensure any bad 
workmanship is corrected.

 Nottingham Knockers are generally males 
with a bag of cleaning materials for you to 
buy at the door.  They will show a card as 
identification which is generally fake.  These 
people must have a licence to trade from the 
Council in whose area they are operating.  It 
used to be that if one council licensed them 
it was good for all councils.  This is no longer 
the case.  Their story about ‘help me to help 
myself’, etc. is usually a ruse so do not be 
taken in.

We have information in the Winslow Police 
Office to support you so contact us if you 
need it.  Generally Neighbourhood Watch Co-
ordinators also keep a supply.

I will be present at the following:

Village Hall, Little Horwood      11:00-12:00                  
23 May, 20 Jun, 18 Jul, 15 Aug, 12 Sept, 11 Oct

Village Hall, Great Horwood      11:00-12:00                  
24 May, 21 Jun, 19 Jul, 16 Aug, 10 Oct

Market Day, Winslow    10:00-12:00                          
31 May, 28 Jun, 23 Aug, 20 Sept, 18 Oct

Wendy Taylor

Wanted 
Cleaning fairy that magically appears every 
other week to help clean a 4 bed house in 
Great Horwood. Not expecting to pick up 
after us but give the house a thorough clean 
over 4 hours. If it is easier to do a couple of 
hours every week that is fine too. 
If interested please Phone 07884 260 409. 

GHAS: Great Horwood and Singleborough 
Youth Club.

This well established smooth running and 
well attended Youth Club are looking for 
some extra help please. Three Monday 
evenings a month, please contact Monica on 
monicagilbey@gmail.com or 01296 711915.

“Why leave the comfort of your own home to have a great haircut?”
One of Britain’s top stylists. 

Fully qualified at the highest level with 

over 10years experience as Art Director for Toni&Guy. 

Direct to you in the comfort of your home.

To arrange a free consultation, simply call or text your name to 07738 658234 & I will give you a call.     
 Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.

Introductory Offer: 50% off your first haircut. 
 Advanced booking is recommended.

www.superhairday.co.uk         sumin@superhairday.co.uk
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THE IRON LADY
IRONING SERVICE
01908 504080

(Mobiles: 07733 120741 & 07713 215362)

Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm

Unit 2 • Bacon House Farm • Warren Road • Little Horwood • Milton Keynes • MK17 0PS

Do you REALLY DISLIKE LAUNDRY & IRONING?
If so, we have a service to suit you.

A weeks washing? just a few shirts? or is it the entire package;  washing, drying and
ironing? You’re not alone... At The Iron Lady we offer a service thats daily, weekly,

fortnightly,  monthly or even just when it gets too much!
Make your life simpler & call us. Fast, friendly and reliable.

e: tandldec@aol.com

Washing and/or Drying Service 
Ironing Service 

Pick up or delivered to your door

Message from 
Inspector James Davies

I do not normally provide an update for 
parish magazines but I thought it pertinent 
to do so due to the forthcoming changes to 
Thames Valley Police and your local police 
area.

On the 1st June Thames Valley Police will be 
introducing a new operating model to help 
us better meet the needs of the public we 
serve.  Within the new structure Aylesbury 
Vale Local Police Area will be centred around 
three core areas of business: response, 
investigation and neighbourhood policing.

The new structure has been designed to 
give the flexibility to better prioritise the 
way we respond to crime, ensuring that we 
can effectively and efficiently target our 
resources at the areas of greatest need at 
any specific time.

Under the new structure, local 
neighbourhood officers will continue to 
focus on working within the community 
identifying issues, problem solving and 
preventing crime.

To aide consistency I will be taking over 
the management of the neighbourhood 
police teams across the whole of the Vale 
while Inspector Chris Young from the rural 
neighbourhood team will move to take over 
newly formed Problem Solving Teams.

I look forward to leading my staff to provide 
a visible neighbourhood police team who 
engage locally to address problems in 
conjunction with the local community.

James Davies 
Neighbourhood Policing Inspector, Aylesbury 
Vale Local Police Area

Horwode Pece

A working party have been at 
the Recreation Ground over the 
course of a weekend in May and 
have filled in the track marks left 
by the woodchip delivery and dispersal. 
Hopefully the grass will start to push its way 
through. Picnic on the Pece is on Sunday 
18th June (Father’s Day) from noon onwards 
supporting the Great Get Together. 
Cathy
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PARISH PUMP

The village green is looking great because 
some of its neighbours take good care of 
it, the grass is always cut and Dave and 
Aly Taylor spent a good part of a precious 
Sunday trimming the shrubs. For those 
that have noticed there is a new bench. 
This is thanks once again to Dave Taylor of 
TAYLORED KITCHENS and Ralph Holland of 
MK DYNO, who both sponsored and made 
the bench. A big thank you from the Parish 
Council.

The large bench looks magnificent, and so 
much better than the original design.  I don’t 
think any of us realised how good it could 
look!  Ralph and Dave have really come up 
trumps for the village, donating their time, 
expertise and even the materials.  Dave did 
admit to an ulterior motive as he now has 
somewhere comfy to sit again with a pint of 
beer but so much the better! THANK YOU.

Many thanks also to those residents who 
offered to fund a new second bench.  As 
soon as any decisions are made, we will 
contact you and let you know what we 
propose.

Mandy Cliffe,  
Parish Clerk 
clerk@greathorwoodpc.org   01296 715829

Sharon Taylor is pictured wearing one of 
our new uniforms recently acquired with 
the generous grant from the Parish Council. 
As the original suppliers had gone out of 
business we had great difficulty in finding a 
company who could provide a match with 
our original uniforms, hence the long delay 
in acquiring them. We greatly appreciate the 
generosity of the Parish Council.
 The bands next engagements are Adstock 
Open Gardens  on Sunday June 4th from 
3pm to 5pm , Nash Fete on Saturday 17th 
June from 2pm and Thornton College Fete 
on Sunday 25th June from 1pm.
Visit our website for the latest news on  
www.greathorwoodband.com 
Beryl Lack

GREAT HORWOOD SILVER BAND

FREE TO COLLECTOR
Vintage petrol mower.   

Atco 18in, complete with grassbox  
and original toolkit. 

Donation to Focus appreciated.   
Please phone Rod on  

01296 714494.

NOTICE BOARD
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Last month, four of us went to Padbury 
village hall, to a rag rug workshop. (See 
photo) We spent a very enjoyable 2 hours 
learning how to hook fabric strips through a 
hole in a hessian circle. We left armed with 
hessian cushion covers, bags and beginners 
books on how to make colourful rugs, hearts 
etc with a hook and scraps of old shirts!

At our May meeting we welcomed Lesley 
Yearby from the little known charity The 
Cinnamon Trust. Averil Jarvis is the founder 
and chief executive of the Cinnamon Trust, 
a national charity for elderly and terminally 
ill people and their pets. The trust was 
registered in 1985 with the opening of their 
first sanctuary in Devon. There are over 
18,000 volunteers throughout the country. 
These fantastic people visit owners at home 
and provide assistance where necessary so 
that the owner and pet can remain together, 
in spite of any difficulties that may arise. Also 
the trust provides a pet fostering service 
and permanent home from home sanctuary 
for much loved animals who outlive their 

owners.

We watched a DVD which 
showed a fair few older animals 
walking in the gardens and then resting in 
the comfortable rooms provided for them. 
We thanked Lesley for a very informative talk 
and some of our members showed interest in 
becoming a volunteer.

Our forthcoming trips are to Buckingham 
Palace, Hampton Court Palace, Adam 
Henson’s farm and the Great Stink, a trip 
around London’s history of sewers, from 
Cloacina the Roman god of sewers, to the 
terrible reign of King Cholera.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday June 13th 
and we will be having a talk on sentencing 
by a local magistrate.

Jane Derry

If you are interested in coming to a meeting, 
please contact Liz.nicholls@ncase.plus.com  
T: 715331  or Angela Mayne T: 715400

W.I News

Stunning standard size F2  
Labradoodles for sale -  £800

Creams and black, 6 boys and 3 girls
Ready for new homes on 23/24 June

Contact Janthea and Steve  
01296 714653

Puppies for sale
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The Meeting of Great Horwood Parish 
Council on 8 May was the Annual 
Parish Council Meeting.  This is the 
occasion when several formal items of 
business and appointments have to be 
considered.  The Councillors have to 

elect a chairman and vice-chairman for the coming 
year and they agreed to elect me as chairman and 
John Gilbey as vice-chairman.  The Parish Council 
also appointed representatives to a number of  
bodies which represent the wider community 
in the district.  In addition, representatives were 
appointed to the Village Hall Committee and to the 
Castlefields Charity.  Two trustees (not members 
of the Parish Council) were appointed to the Great 
Horwood and Singleborough Recreation Trust 
which looks after Horwode Pece so well.

This does not sound very exciting, and it was not, 
but it is all stuff which has to be done!

There were reports on footpaths and Horwode 
Pece.  We are very fortunate to have such hard-
working volunteers who look after our footpaths 
and Horwode Pece on behalf of the community.  
The Parish Council also noted the position with 
regard to various road repairs, such as the 
recent edge patching in Singleborough Lane and 
SIngleborough.  Since the meeting, the damaged 
drain at the first turning to Thornborough in the 
Buckingham direction has at last been repaired 
which will make it safer driving along the A421.   

Damaged signs have been reported to Transport 
for Bucks and no doubt they will be dealt with in 
due course.

The Parish Council noted the response from AVDC 
to their letter about the lengthy delays in dealing 
with planning matters.  There are still several items 
where an extension of time has expired again – or, 
indeed, never appears to have been granted.

Grateful thanks were expressed to Ralph Holland 
and Dave Taylor for the refurbishment and repairs 
to the benches on The Green.  The benches are 
now both safe and comfortable.  Thank you.

For a more comprehensive report of the recent 
Parish Council meeting please read the minutes 
published on the website http://www.bucksvoice.
net/greathorwoodpc/.  This website also has 
updates of items on its latest news page.

If you have any items that you would like to 
bring to the Council’s attention at any time 
please contact the Clerk or any Councillor.  We 
are always pleased to welcome residents to our 
monthly meeting during which there is always a 
public participation period.  The next meeting is 
to be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 12 June 2017 in 
the Village Hall.
Mary Saunders 
Chairman, Great Horwood Parish Council 

marysaundersghpc@outlook.com

Chairman’s Monthly Report :  Last Meeting – Monday 8 May 2017

BABYSITTER!!!!!
-------------------------z

---------------------z
------------------z
------------------z

Reliable and Experienced Babysitter
Please Call James (14)  

on : 0751207 4322
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REGULAR COMMUNITY BUS SERVICES FROM GREAT HORWOOD

 EVERY WEDNESDAY - Winslow Market Day.  Full fare: £3.00 return.
 The bus picks up opposite St James’ Church at 10.10am and arrives in Winslow at 10.16.  
 The Return journey leaves Vicarage Road, Winslow at 11.45 and arrives back in Gt. Horwood at 11.51.
 2nd and 4th THURSDAYS in the month - Westcroft Shopping Centre.  Full fare: £3.00 return.
 • The bus picks up from St James’ Church at 09.50am and arrives at Westcroft at 10.10. 
  Return journey leaves Westcroft at 11.45 arriving back in Great Horwood at 12.02.
 EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY - Aylesbury Market Day.  Full fare: £4.00 return, £2.80 single.
 • The bus picks up from St James’ Church at 09.30am and arrives in Aylesbury at 10.10. 
  Return journey leaves Aylesbury bus station at 12.15 and arrives back in Great Horwood at 13.00.

All these services are FREE with a BUS PASS.

Please note that our drivers can drop you off or pick you up anywhere on route if you have difficulties in 
getting to a bus stop. If you require any further information, or have special requirements, please telephone 

Sue on: 01296 715786.
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Winslow Community Bus 
www.winslowbus.com  

wdcbenquiries@btconnect.com   Tel: 01296 715786

DID YOU KNOW …..?????
The Winslow & District Community Bus is for everybody!!

The Winslow & District Community Bus is for everybody!! Groups can hire us for trips out too! 

Ring Sue on 01296 715786 for more details.

Winslow and District Community Bus
Volunteer Drivers required!

Do you enjoy driving and meeting people? Are you aged between 25 And 70? Have you a few 
hours to spare on an occasional or regular basis? Then please consider joining our friendly team 

of volunteer drivers. We can give you full training and out of pocket expenses. Trips can vary 
from short local runs to longer excursions; we also run regular bus routes. 

To find out more, please ring Sue on 01296 715786 or  
e-mail wdcbenquiries@btconnect.com

Everyone is eligible to come on the bus, we pick up near to your house, please ring Sue for more 
information. *Denotes bus pass accepted.
EVERY Friday & Saturday –Aylesbury Bus -  Winslow, Horwoods, Mursley, Swanbourne. £4.00 return, free with bus pass. 
Ring for details.

EVERY Wednesday – Villages into Winslow for Market Day – Claydons, Horwoods, Swanbourne, Mursley, Nash, Whaddon 
£3.00 return, free with bus pass. Ring for details.

Whaddon £3.00 return, free with bus pass. Ring for details.

Tuesday 6th June  - Buckingham Bus* – an hour in town- an hour at Tesco. Ring to book. Door to door.

Thursday 8th June  - Westcroft Bus* Morrison’s Aldi Boots B&M etc.  
     Picks up Winslow,  Horwoods, Nash, Whaddon. Ring to book.

Monday 12th June   - Asda Shopping in Bletchley, also H&M, M&S, Primark. £4.00

Tuesday 20th June  - Visit Ryton Organic Gardens - £12.00 travel & entrance.

Thursday 22nd June  - Westcroft Bus 

Thursday 29th June  - Visit The Gardens of the Rose in St Albans. Cream tea £5.50, travel & entrance £12.00

Tuesday 4th July  - Buckingham Bus*

Thursday 6th July  - Visit MK Museum – guided tour and lunch. £10.50 travel & entrance. 

Sunday 9th July  – Sunny day out in Swanage! £20.00

Tuesday 11th July  – Lunch at The Crown in Granborough. £3.50 travel.

Thursday 13th July  - Westcroft Bus*

Thursday 20th July  – Visit Saville Gardens, Windsor Great Park. This natural haven of beautifully designed gardens and   
     woodland can be enjoyed by everyone. £18.50 travel & entrance.

Sunday 23rd July  – A day out in Bournemouth! Do your own thing. £20.00.

Monday 24th July  – Asda Shoppng £4.00

Thursday 27th July  –Westcroft Bus*

Thursday August 3rd  – 1 ½ hour boat trip from Runnymede to Windsor – then the afternoon in Windsor. £20.00 travel and fare.

NEW Milton Keynes THEATRE PROGRAMME OUT – Book now!
All prices are for tickets in Band A price range (Circle or stalls) and travel. 
 Performances start 2.30pm unless otherwise stated. Door to door service!

Thursday 8th June  – Billy Elliot –the musical –funny, uplifting, spectacular. Circle M&N £34.00 

Wed 12th July 2pm  – Jane Eyre – ‘theatre at its most imaginative’ a collaboration between National Theatre & Bristol Old Vic.  
     Stalls Row G £24.50 

Wed 19th July  – Wonderland – enchanting musical adaptation of Alice – Circle C/D £34.50 

Wed 26th July  – Judgement in Stone – Roy Marsden, Sophie Ward, Shirley Ann Field,  
     a new thriller from Ruth Rendell Circle KK £24.50 BOOK BY 5/6

Wed 9th August  – La Cage aux Folles – new production of award winning musical Stalls JJ/KK/MM £37.00 BOOK BY 12/7

Wed 27th September  – Cilla -  The story of Cilla’s rise to fame -Stalls H,J,K £39.00

Wed 1st November  - Cabaret –landmark musical - Stalls L,M £38.00

Wed 29th November  - Sunset Boulevard  Love and obsession in the Golden Age of Hollywood Circle D £29.50

Shows in 2018 (nothing like planning ahead!!)
Wed 18th July ‘18 – Flashdance  based on the film -–Circle D £29.50

Thurs 20th Sept ‘18 – Warhorse – the unforgettable theatre event -Circle C £50.00

Wed 26th Sept ‘18  - War Horse –Circle D £50.00
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Supporters must be 16 years of age or older 

Give us your support this year! 

Tickets only cost £1 per week!

Win prizes of up to £25,000! 

60% of all tickets sold go to good causes in the Vale! 

Buy your tickets from our page and we get 50%! 

To Start Supporting, Visit: 
www.ValeLottery.co.uk 

And Search For: 

Horwood 
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 PICNIC ON THE PECE

Sunday 18th June

Noon onwards

Proudly supporting  

Bring a picnic along to the 

Recreation Ground and  

enjoy the afternoon


