
G
re

a
t 
H

o
rw

o
o
d

&
 S

in
g
le

b
o
ro

ug
h

December 2013

As this Magazine comes out, Advent will have begun and the lead up to Christmas. 

As we approach the Christmas celebrations this year we can be reminded that at the
heart of them lies the birth of a child, albeit a special child, the Son of God, the baby
Jesus. 

The birth of a child is always exciting and this year I have had the pleasure of my daughter
giving birth to my second grandchild, Isabella Rose. She is adorable but as I write this,
as she is still only 13 weeks old, I have been reminded just how vulnerable babies are
and how dependent they are on the environment around them and especially their
parents. Mary and Joseph must have experienced that wonder that parents have when
Jesus was born, but they too must also have been aware of his immediate needs of
shelter, warmth and food. Yes, it is right from the beginning of life that we experience the
gift of giving and receiving, whether we are the baby or the parent, and surely it is this
gift that lies at the very heart of the spirit of Christmas.

So as we celebrate this wonderful festival in all the many ways that are personal to our
family and friends, let us give thanks for the people around us and all the opportunities
we are given to enjoy giving and receiving.

St James is having its splendid annual Carol Service on Sunday 22nd December at
6pm. Do come and join in singing the traditional carols of Christmas interspersed with
the traditional readings and enjoy some warming refreshments afterwards.

As Great Horwood enjoys the relative peace and festive atmosphere of this beautiful
Village, may I wish you all a very happy Advent and Christmas!

‘Glory to God in the Highest and Peace to God’s people on earth!’ Luke 2:14

From The Rector, Rev Belinda Searle-Barnes
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For service and repair of

OIL FIRED BOILERS

&

OIL AGA COOKERS

* Prompt personal attention

*Competitive rates

*OFTEC registered

*Oil tank gauges fitted

Tel: 01296 730 670

Mobile: 07979 645 472



Church Times Rector, Rev Belinda Searle-Barnes rector@winslowbenefice.org.uk Tel 712564

Assistant Priest, Rev Geoff Ball geoff@winslowbenefice.org.uk Tel 715131

www.winslowbenefice.org.uk

Cleaners Needed!
Do you have an hour or two to spare each month?   

St James’ Church is looking for willing
volunteers to assist with cleaning our beautiful
Church.  Why not come along with a friend to
pass the time, or maybe if you are a student you
would like something to put on your CV as a
service to the community?  If you are willing to
help please call Chris Finnemore on 01908
501936 for more details.

Thank you
A big thank you to all who have contributed to our fundraising for
St James this autumn.
Particular thanks go to Monica and Sue for organising the cello
concert by Orlando Jopling, the Elmes family for the musical
evening in church, The Great Horwood Silver Band for the concert
in the Village Hall, those who attended and gave to the Harvest
Auction and the Swan for hosting this event, and all who gave to
the annual giving day or attended the Harvest Supper.  The PCC
are very grateful for all the contributions that help in the
maintenance and running of the church.

Russell Margerrison

Donations to FOCUS
Thank you to the Parish Council and also to Val and Graham
Smith for your very kind donations to FOCUS.

Dean White

12 Days of Christmas Raffle...
St James’ Church is again getting into the festive spirit and holding
a 12 days of Christmas Raffle. Prizes are:
1 Luxury Christmas Hamper
2 Bottles of Spirits

3 Mystery Presents
4 Bottles of Wines

5 Gold Rings! Oops, no, I mean 5 Christmas Treats
6 Bottles of Beer

7 Assorted Christmas Decorations
8 Luxury Christmas Crackers

9 Christmas Candles
10 Chocolate Angels

11 Luxury Christmas Cards
12 Luxury Mince Pies

Tickets are 50 pence each and the raffle will be drawn after
the Christmas Carol Concert on the 22nd of December with all
prizes distributed before Christmas. Tickets are available from
any PCC member. For more information please call Russell
Margerrison on 714554.

St James’ Services for December Sidesmen Readers Intercessor
1st Dec 11.00am Holy Communion I Lamberton C Martin I Lamberton
8th Dec 11.00am Come and Praise               R Hemphill J Hemphill M Gilbey
15th Dec 11.00am Holy Communion S Barfoot N Weir               D Brazier
22nd Dec 8.00am Holy Communion (1662) - - -
22nd Dec 6.00pm      Nine lessons and Carols   D Brazier - - 
24th Dec 4.00pm Christingle Service D Brazier - -
24th Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion I Lamberton R Margerrison Clergy
25th Dec 10.30pm Family Communion D Brazier J Margerrison D Brazier
29th Dec       10.00am Holy Communion  Benefice Service at St Lawrence Church, Winslow           

St James’ Services for January 2014
5th Jan  10.00am Holy Communion              Benefice Service, St Lawrence Church, Winslow
12th Jan 11.00am Come and Praise S Hemphill T Brazier M Gilbey
19th Jan 11.00am Holy Communion J Margerrison        I Lamberton J Margerrison
26th Jan 8.00am Holy Communion (1662) - - -
26th Jan 11.00am Service of the Word M Gilbey     C Finnemore Clergy

Please note: the Christmas Day Family Communion Service will start at the earlier time of 10.30am.   

Benefice Services
29th December - Benefice Holy Communion held at St Laurence Church, Winslow at 10.00am.
5th January  – Benefice Holy Communion for Epiphany held at St Laurence Church, Winslow also at 10.00am.
This will be Rev Geoff Ball’s last service in our Benefice.  Refreshments will be available afterwards. 

Church Key Rota: December – Lynne and Graham Mayger – 712643
January – Ian Lamberton – 715968 
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J O h N C O L L I N S

E L E C T R I C A L

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TO DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES,  ALL WORK

CARRIED OUT TO PART P REGULATIONS

REPAIRS TO:

WASHING MACHINES, ELECTRIC

COOKERS, DISHWASHERS, TUMBLE

DRIERS, ELECTRIC SHOWERS, 

STORAGE HEATERS AND ELECTRIC

HEATING SYSTEMS

Tel:    01280 814909

Fax:   01280 823179

email: john@johncollinselectrical.co.uk
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Brookside Engineering
Individually hand crafted wrought ironwork and metalwork.

Side Gates

Drive Gates

Iron Railings

Security Grilles

Weather Vanes

Fire Hoods

Fire Baskets

Restoration and Repair

Please visit my website

www.brookside-engineering.com

01296 715059  /  07976 983444
Dave Spooner

Brookside Farm, Gt Horwood Rd Winslow, Bucks MK18 3LY



GREAT HORWOOD PAST &
PRESENT
There are not many copies of our book

about our village left.
So if you would like to buy this unique account of the place we
live please contact Liz Nicholls, 8 The Green, telephone
715331 or email liz.nicholls@lineone.net 
It costs £13.50. We have a display copy for you to browse before
purchasing.
This would make an ideal Christmas gift for friends or family or
perhaps you are new to the village and would enjoy looking back
at our community's past as well as life as it is today.  The book is
a culmination of a community project that began early in 2011
and is written by and about so many village people.

Liz Nicholls, on behalf of the Book Group

Village Freighter
The Parish Council would like to apologise to anyone who went
to Willow Road on 11th  November to use the village freighter.
AVDC let us down at the last minute and instead sent a caged
vehicle which also turned up late and this meant some users were
not able to dispose of their rubbish.
The Parish Council have now made subsequent arrangements for
the Village Freighter to visit on Monday 9th December between
7.30am and 11am.

Karen Francis

Lions Club of Winslow
Fireworks, Carols and Santa…..A Great
Combination.
In spite of the steadily increasing rainfall the day
of our Bonfire and Firework display, the people
of Winslow turned out in their hundreds,

although not as many as last year. This year’s display was the
biggest we have ever had. 
We're still awaiting the final figures but are hoping to have made
a profit for redistribution that we can donate to the local
population and organisations that may need some additional
funds. 
As well as the funds we raised from the event we also made a
collection for the Air Ambulance. A special thank you to all those
who contributed to this great cause. 
Our next event is Carols in the Market Square (Winslow) where
there will be carol singing under the tree with the St. Laurence
Choir and the Giocoso Concert Band. So come and join us from
7.00 pm on Tuesday 17th December 2013. There will also be
a visit from a special guest for the children. 
Entries for Winslow 10km run are now open! Join us on Sunday
23rd February 2014, with the race starting at 10.30am from Furze
Down School, Verney Road, Winslow. We are limited to 400
places, so if you want to participate please fill in an entry form.
Details regarding entry to the race and terms and conditions are
on our website (address below). 
If you are interested in joining a local club in Winslow; Why not
join us? 
As well as making a difference in the community, it is also a
great way to meet new people.

Andrew Lowe (Winslow Lions Club)

‘Help us to help local charities’
Contacts:
Website – winslowlions.org.uk
Facebook – facebook/WinslowLions
Twitter - @WinslowLions
Lions President Dennis Corben - Tel. 01296 712460

Neighbourhood Plan
My next door neighbour popped round with an article from the
Sunday Times, thrust it in my hand and said, ’read this’. It points
out the problems with the coalition’s relaxation of planning
regulations and because of this, some large scale developers have
found a loophole getting into rural areas and not working with
the communities.
The Government don’t blame themselves they blame inefficient
local authorities. 
The picture in the paper was of David Gladman, the gentleman
who is responsible for attempting to concrete over Winslow
(remember Winslow Green?). But hard luck Mr Gladman,
Winslow has a Neighbourhood Plan.
We too are once again a village with a working Neighbourhood
Planning Team, reinstated at Mondays Parish council meeting (key
points of meetings are always published in 'FOCUS').
To give your opinions and ideas and get a better understanding
of what is happening please come to an informal residents drop
in session on Sunday 12th January in the VILLAGE HALL any
time between 11am until 3pm. Both the NPT and Parish
Councillors need to know your concerns.

Jane Holland   Jane.holland.313@btinternet.com or 715704

Date for next year's diary! Great Horwood Mad
March Hare Run - Sunday 23rd March 2014
As there is no January Focus, just a date to put into the new year's
diary. The 2014 Mad March Hare 5k Run will be on Sunday 23rd
March. More information nearer the time.

Sheila Landymore

Great Horwood Silver Band
Following the two engagements over the
Remembrance weekend at Winslow and
Preston Bisset the band are now busy
rehearsing for the Christmas season.
We will be playing carols at Tesco
Buckingham on Sunday 1st December
from 10am to 4pm. On Saturday 7th

December the Band will be in Potterspury for the bi-annual Carol
Concert in the United Reformed Church from 7pm.
Sunday 8th December is the Carol Concert in the Village
Hall Great Horwood from 3pm. Entry will be free, a raffle will
be held and refreshments served in the interval. Proceeds from the
Concert will go to a Great Horwood Village Charity.
On Sunday 15th December a small group will play for the
Pensioners Dinner in Little Brickhill 3.30pm.
Friday 20th December sees the band return to Tesco
Buckingham from 6pm.
On Sunday 22nd a group from the band will play Carols around
the Christmas tree in Adstock from 6.30pm.
On Christmas eve the band hope to play around the Village
of Great Horwood starting from Townsend cottages in the
afternoon, and some Village band members will tour the Village
on Christmas morning...
The band sent Macmillan Nurses £100 for their Coffee morning
fund raising.
We welcome Emma Stafford into the band. Emma has been
playing percussion with us for several months and has now
decided she would like to become a permanent band member.
100 Club winners for October were
• Jean Edmans  £10
• George Shaw  £8

Beryl Lack
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Established 1990

Your Local

Window and Conservatory

Specialists

Products made to suit in

UPVC

From Design thru’ to completion ...

01296 712151

Email: NandGwindows@aol.com

FENSA Registered
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W.I News  
In November we held our Annual Meeting and
looked back over another satisfying year. 
As ever the backbone of our WI were the monthly

meetings. The speakers were excellent and value for money and
if one of us had taken all of their advice and experience, mixed it
all together she would be a very unique WI member. 
She would be a local social historian, confident in her colour and
style, wearing strings of pearls, hurtling down a slope on her
snowboard accompanied by her prize winning pooch, clutching
a parchment gift bag, heading towards a dramatic trial at the local
Magistrates Court, asking for her picture of an ideal foster parent
to be taken into consideration and know of a place of refuge
should the need arise! Yes she would be unique; having had the
opportunity to absorb lots of knowledge and had a bit of fun on
the way.

Of course we don’t have speakers at all of our meetings. At
Christmas we invited everyone who had visited us during 2012 to
our party, drank mulled wine, played silly games, ate delicious
food and had lots of laughter. Our Annual Dinner was a great
success when the committee came up trumps with a Dutch inspired
menu, a country not renowned for its food. The weather for our
summer picnic was perfect, everyone brought a plate of food to
share and this year we played Boules. These three meetings in
particular allow us to relax with our WI friends and have a good
old natter!
We have done lots of other things too: We had a fantastic
Saturday Workshop; in the morning we were guided through the
art of “Book Folding” and made two trees using different folds
with wonderful results. In the afternoon we were patiently taught
how to make carnations, roses, ivy leaves and other flora from
“Petal Paste”. Fiddly, delicate and time consuming but beautiful. 
We organised a Ramble around Stock Grove Country Park,
followed by supper in a local pub. Made teas for the Annual Parish
Meeting. At a visit to Tiggywinkles Animal Hospital we got all
soppy over baby robins and sleepy hedgehogs. Our Tombola at
the Church Fete was a great success raising much needed funds

for the Church and us. Inspired by Winslow WI we played skittles
at the George Pub.  We have supported other WI’s in the area
when they have had events and been out and about enjoying
some of the BFWI organised events too. This included a very
successful stall at the Christmas Fayre in Buckingham where we
sold accessories, preserves and craft items.
The highlight of our year was when half of our membership visited
the Houses of Parliament. We had a guided tour of the House of
Commons & Lords and through our contact in John Bercow’s
office we were given a guided tour of the Speaker's House State
Rooms. We watched the Speaker's procession through the building
to the Commons; John Bercow even gave us a beaming smile as
he recognised one of our members, and it really made her day.
Then we sat in a full House of Lords to watch as they debated,
(and no-one was asleep). We even saw the Jewel Tower across
the road. By this time it was 4 o’clock so we took a restful boat
trip along the Thames to Greenwich, had a meal and then the

diehards took a ride on the Emirates Cable Car. Yes a very full
satisfying day.
We are a friendly, fun-loving group which is full of “Unique WI
Members” who are proud to belong to a unique organisation and
who can look back over the last year’s achievements with pride. 
What’s on December/January?
BFWI Christmas Concert– Friday 6th December – Aylesbury.
WI meeting – Tuesday 10th December – Christmas Party.
WI meeting – Tuesday 14th January – The History of Magic.
If you would like to know more about your local WI please phone
for a chat. We will also gladly collect and take you to one of our
monthly meetings, which are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7.30pm in the village hall. 
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

Karen Wilkinson (tel: 712933)    Angela Mayne  (tel: 715400)
Val Smith   (tel: 711551)

Editors Note: Best wishes and good luck to you and your family
Val (Smith) on your move to Shropshire. The folk of Great Horwood
will miss you. Kind Regards, Dean White.

7



telephone: 07974 024299

email:    debbifiggy@me.com

THE IRON LADY
IRONING SERVICE

01908 504080
(Mobiles: 07733 120741 & 07713 215362)

Mon-Thurs from 8am

Do you REALLY DISLIKE LAUNDRY & IRONING?
If so, we have a service to suit you.

A weeks washing? just a few shirts? or is it the entire package;  washing, drying

and ironing? You’re not alone... At The Iron Lady we offer a service thats daily,

weekly, fortnightly,  monthly or even just when it gets too much!

Make your life simpler & call us. Fast, friendly and reliable.

Washing and /or Drying Service 
Ironing Service Clothes Repair 
Pick up or delivered to your door
www.theironladyonline.co.uk e: theironladyunit2@aol.com

Unit 2 • Bacon House Farm • Warren Road • Little Horwood • Milton Keynes • MK17 0PT

Fun, friendly, affordable fitness!

 

Zumba Monday & Thursday eves 7.30-8.30pm & 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am 

       Legs Bums & Tums Wednesday 7.15-8pm 

Fitness Pilates Thursdays 6.30pm 

Bootcamp! Every other month, early mornings 

to increase fitness, lose lbs and feel fab! 

See winslowfitnessclasses.com for locations, 

prices & more info,  

or call Jane on 07763 972 036 
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Great Horwood CE Combined
School
OUR AMAZING WALK OF FAME!
Thank you so much to members of the
community who have bought a brick for the
‘Walk of Fame’!  The area is beginning to

look amazing.  Thanks also go to Mrs Davies for organising the
bricks and Mr Fisher for laying the path around the sundial.   We
have raised nearly a thousand pounds from this initiative, all of
which will be used to improve the school for our children.   Friends
of Great Horwood School who would like to visit their brick in
school are more than welcome.    Please drop us a line in school
to arrange a time.  Bricks are still available to buy – please visit:
http://projectacorn.greathorwood.bucks.sch.uk/ for a form.

HARVEST THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone involved with our wonderful Harvest
Festival.  Food parcels were kindly delivered to friends in the
community by parents and children, and we have received a lovely
selection of thank you letters in school.   Acts of kindness in
donating food parcels, or time to deliver parcels, has made a real
difference to the lives of local residents.

CHICKEN UPDATE
It has been a very eventful time for the Great Horwood Hens. Our
first egg has arrived (see above) - small but perfect! Our seven
chickens were also delighted with their new fencing, which will
allow them to roam more freely during school hours.  Our first
egg will be one of many (we hope!) on sale at school at the price
of 20p each.  The children are very fond of our hens and thanks
go to the Lord of the Manor and our PTA for supporting with
funding.

Paul Adams: Headteacher



The Swan Great Horwood

For more information or to book a table phone 01296 712556 

Traditional village pub offering a warm and friendly atmosphere,  

The Swan offers the very best in village restaurant cuisine. 

The menu offers traditional homemade food using fresh local ingredients.  

We would like to wish all our customers a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year...
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FOR SALE
Volkswagen Golf 1.6CL, with low mileage. 
Bodywork needs attention but car runs well. 
Held on SORN. 12 months MOT. 
Offers over £480.
Please call 01296 714771 
to view the car. 

Cleaner Required

Help needed to clean house. 

4 hours every other week. 

Flexible on time and what day.

If interested please contact 

Tricia on 07884260409 to discuss.

FREE *****FREE*****FREE

Rotted Horse Manure 
free for collection.

Please call Joanne
01296 712295 
or 07850 326487 
to arrange

Neighbourhood Watch
It is fast approaching Christmas and the sight of
presents under the tree will become a common
sight in many homes. But will the common
criminal have the opportunity to share in the

festive gifts so carefully chosen? I hope not.  
Please take note of the information regarding leaving your
property secure whilst you are out: 
• The nights are drawing in and the clocks have gone back so

please make sure your houses look occupied. Timer switches
on lights and radios all help. 

• Do not place Christmas gifts in view of windows. Secure all 
doors and windows in your house and garden shed. A thief 
will use the contents of your shed to break in. 

• Remember to security mark your garden equipment. Marking
your equipment means that the police can prove it does not 
belong to the thief if and when he is caught.

If you see anything suspicious call the non-emergency 101 police
contact number. If you believe a crime is in progress call 999.
If you have a problem on any of the above items ring:-

101
Also use it to report a crime, contact a police officer - all police
officers have mobile phones so you can leave a message for them
to respond to when next on duty - or contact your local police
station. 999 can also be used and will connect you to the
emergency services, namely fire ambulance and the police. If you
have information about crime but do not want to speak to the
police, you can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.
For any Neighbourhood Watch matters contact me on 713716
or call at 3 Greenway. More in the New Year. 

Have a happy Christmas and New Year, Ted Hadlow

Message from PCSO Wendy Taylor
It is a couple of months now since PCSO Alex Trivino left Thames
Valley Police to become an officer in British Transport Police.  This
means that you now have me to look after the needs and issues
in Great Horwood and Singleborough.  I am not new to a lot of
you as our paths have crossed many a time and oft whilst carrying
out my duties.
I look forward to meeting those who don’t know me.  I intend to
run a ‘Have You Say’ session once a month in the village on the
day the post office is in town.  A notice will be in the village hall
with the date of my next visit.  I also intend to visit the school
bazaar on 30 November so hopefully I will meet a lot of you on
that day.  If you run groups for young children, don’t forget my
assistant; PCSB Rupert!  

Please keep me informed of events in the village.  If shifts
allow I will do my best to attend and, of course, I can give
talks on security, crime prevention, etc. I can be contacted
by phoning 101.
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Members of the Parish Council

John Gilbey Chairman 01296 711915 
john@gilbey98.freeserve.co.uk 

John Scholtens Vice-Chairman 01296 712373 
johnscholtens@hotmail.com 

Russell Margerrison 01296 714554 
russmar@tiscali.co.uk

Ian Lamberton 01296 715968 
ianlamberton@aol.com 

Angela Mayne 01296 715400 
angela.mayne@googlemail.com

Valerie Porritt 01296 712997 
gvjag@tiscali.co.uk

Marc Bennett-Coles 01296 712343 
marc@bennett-coles.com

Clerk to the Council
Karen Francis 01296 712941 

clerk@greathorwoodpc.org.uk

GREAT HORWOOD PARISH COUNCIL
Useful Contact Details

Parish Council Website www.bucksinfo.net/greathorwoodpc

Great Horwood Neighbourhood Watch 01296 713716

Doctors Car Service 07704 140110

Village Refuse Freighter Service 01296 585510

Winslow and District Community Bus 01296 715786

Aylesbury Vale Dial-a-Ride 01296 330088

Community Police Officer

PCSO WENDY TAYLOR 101 
(replaces 0845 number)            

winslowanddistrictnhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Ski Apartment Switzerland

Apartment in the very pretty resort of
Nendaz which is linked to the resort
of Verbier 400ks of piste.

30 second walk from main ski lift.

Fly from Luton to Geneva, 
train from Geneva to Sion.

Suitable for children, 
beginners and 
experienced skiers.

Also great in Summer for 
walking, mountain biking etc

For more information 

please call Nigel 
07973 171914

or see our web site

www.nendazapartment.co.uk



Neighbourhood Plan
Following an initial meeting with Jean Fox from Community Impact
Bucks and a second meeting with Jean and Neil Homer from
rCOH Ltd (Planning Consultants), I asked them to prepare a
proposal for the preparation of a Neighbourhood Development
Plan for the parish.  At its meeting on the 11th November the
Parish Council unanimously approved the acceptance of this
proposal. 
The proposal anticipates that the Neighbourhood Development
Plan process can be completed within six to seven months. The
previous Great Horwood Neighbourhood Planning Team had
already completed a substantial amount of public consultation
and produced a number of documents with detailed information
about the parish. David Saunders very kindly used this information
to draft a State of the Parish report. 
The project will begin when Community Impact Bucks/rCOH
review the 'State' report and will then follow the process through a
conventional Neighbourhood Development Plan format.
There will be three broad stages to this project:-:  
1. Sustainability Appraisal 
2. Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan 
3. Consultation and meetings with stakeholders will be held 

throughout the whole process
The end point of this project will be submission of the
Neighbourhood Development Plan to Aylesbury Vale District
Council for external examination
I have posted on the Parish Council website the full text of the
proposal together with the “State of the Parish” report and the
revised Terms of Reference for the Neighbourhood Planning Team.
You will find these documents on the page entitled
Neighbourhood Plan.
Remember, as quoted in the Sunday Times of 10th November, the
way to oppose unwanted hew housing in villages is to create a
neighbourhood plan. The article mentions that the Gladman
Group is “proposing at least 40 developments in England, many
on Greenfield sites where councils have yet to produce or update
the local plan.” It is this group that have proposed the building of
1200 homes to the east of the B4033 and extending well into
Great Horwood.
As I write this we have a small number of volunteers shown below
who will make up the initial composition of the revived Planning
Team but I would ask any other residents who are interested in the
development of the parish for the next 20 years to consider
applying to be co-opted on to the team. We especially, but not
exclusively, need to recruit from the western end of the village in
order that we are not seen as biased.
The initial members of the revived Planning Team are:
John Gilbey Chairman
David Saunders Treasurer
Rita Jenkins Secretary
David Mayne
Jo Waggott

Look out for details of meetings workshops in the near future,
including a drop-in session on Sunday 12th January in the
Village Hall between 11am and 3pm. See separate article in
FOCUS.

Movable Vehicle Activated (Speed) Signs (MVAS)
Contractors have at last tried to install the fittings in 4 sites at the
entrances to the village as shown on the front page of the
September edition of Focus. However, initially it was only possible
to fit those in Winslow Road and Singleborough. There was an
objection from a local resident to the one that was due to be fitted
in Little Horwood Road on the corner of Weston Road and this will
now be installed on one corner of The Close. The installation on
the site planned for Nash Road had to be abandoned when a
cable was discovered under the ground in the chosen position. 

Today I had a site meeting with the technicians and we now plan
to use 2 sites in Nash Road. One will be adjacent to Bugle House
and will collect data for vehicles entering the village. The second
site will be on the lamp column at the end of the parking area on
the east side of Nash Road and will collect data for vehicles
leaving the village. These 2 sites will be confirmed once local
residents have been consulted to see if they have any objections
and will mean that we will actually have 5 sites where the MVAS
can be sited. Training for the volunteers who will operate the MVAS
is planned for Wednesday 20th November at 2.00pm in
Singleborough.

Recreation Committee
The new equipment featured in the October edition of Focus is
planned to be installed in Horwode Pece on Wednesday 20th
November and so should be well established by the time this
edition of Focus is published.
A report sent to the Parish Council included the following points:-
• Plans are moving forward to install purpose made BBQ’s.
• The damp and cold weather makes the ramps to the play 

areas very slippery. A number of solutions are being 
investigated. 

• Compliments have been received on the neatness and tidiness
of Horwode Pece which is testimony to the endeavours of all 
volunteers. 

• The current spend of the annual budget is being reviewed 
before submission to the Parish Council and may now include
fencing, more wood chip, the hire of a digger and a possible
mower upgrade.

• Adrian Buck has now taken over the responsibility of Treasurer
for the Trust. The Trust would like to express sincere thanks to
Liz Nicholls for many years of diligent work in this role.

Planters
The planter in Winslow Road has been raised so that it is more
visible and all 5 planters at the entrances to the parish have now
been filled with winter plant arrangements.

Footpaths Report
Robert Deuchar advised that he had nothing to report this month.
We have also been informed by Bucks County Council that there
is no money available in the current financial year for the repair
of the footway along the Ernie Ridgway Path in Nash Road.

Christmas/New Year
I wish my readers a very merry Christmas and a more prosperous
New Year.

Parish Council Website
For a more comprehensive report of the Parish Council meeting
please read the minutes published on the website.
(http://www.bucksvoice.net/greathorwoodpc/).  This website also
has updates of items on its latest news page.

If you have any items that you would like to bring to the Council’s
attention at any time please contact either the Clerk or any
Councillor and we are always pleased to welcome residents to
our monthly meeting during which we always have a public
participation period.  
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 9th December 2013
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

John Gilbey – Chairman Great Horwood Parish Council
john@gilbey98.freeserve.co.uk

CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT

LAST MEETING – MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2013 
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Winslow Community Bus
www.winslowbus.com     

wdcbenquiries@btconnect.com
Everyone is eligible to come on the bus, we pick up near to your house, please ring Sue for more information. 
*Denotes bus pass accepted.
Tuesday 3rd Dec Buckingham Bus* 1 hour in town 1 hour in Tesco. Depart Tesco 12.30pm.Ring Sue to book.
Tuesday 10th Dec Asda Shopping. £3.00. 
Thursday 12th Dec Westcroft Shopping*
Tuesday 17th Dec Afternoon trip to Stony Stratford for shopping tea and lights. £3.00 travel
Thursday 19th Dec Our Annual Christmas Lunch at The Old Thatch Adstock. Put it in your diaries! 3 courses £21.95, 2 courses

£16.95. Ring to book. Transport available.

Tuesday 7th January Buckingham Bus*
Thursday 9th January Westcroft Bus*
Monday 3th January Asda Shopping – Restock your larder! £3.00.
Thursday 16th January Back by popular demand! Lunch at Buffler’s Holt. £3 travel.
Monday 20th January Tea and a game of bingo at Laker £3.50, travel £2.00.
Thursday 23rd January Westcroft Bus
Tuesday 28th January Banbury Shopping £4.50

Milton Keynes Theatre.
All prices are for tickets in Band A price range (Circle or stalls) and travel.  Performances start 2.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
Door to door service!  Book soon to avoid disappointment.

Monday 6th Jan 2014: PANTOMIME – SNOW WHITE AND THE Seven Dwarves starring Warwick Davis . Best seats! Row G 
Stalls. Special price for Seniors £19.00.

Thursday 30th Jan: SWAN LAKE Matthew Bourne’s thrilling production. Circle row J £34.00
Wednesday 16th April:  DERREN BROWN – Be amazed! Stalls Row P £40.00
Wednesday 23rd April: TONIGHT’S THE NIGHT –Rod Stewart musical-songs galore! £24.00
Wed 4th and 11th June:  WEST SIDE STORY. Classic musical. Upper Circle seats £39.00

 Telephone Sue on 01296 715786  to book your tickets for trips and theatre.
e-mail: wdcbenquiries@btconnect.com

REGULAR COMMUNITY BUS SERVICES FROM GREAT HORWOOD
EVERY WEDNESDAY - Winslow Market Day. Full fare: £3.00 return.

• The bus picks up opposite St James’ Church at 10.10am and arrives in Winslow at 10.16. 
The Return journey leaves Vicarage Road, Winslow at 11.45 and arrives back in Great Horwood at 11.51.

2nd and 4th THURSDAYS in the month - Westcroft Shopping Centre. Full fare: £3.00 return.

• The bus picks up from St James’ Church at 09.50am and arrives at Westcroft at 10.10. 
Return journey leaves Westcroft at 11.45 arriving back in Great Horwood at 12.02.

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY - Aylesbury Market Day. Full fare: £4.00 return, £2.80 single.

• The bus picks up from St James’ Church at 09.30am and arrives in Aylesbury at 10.10. 
Return journey leaves Aylesbury bus station at 12.15 and arrives back in Great Horwood at 13.00.

All these services are FREE to over 60’s.

Please note that our drivers can drop you off or pick you up anywhere on route if you have difficulties in getting to a bus stop.

If you require any further information, or have special requirements, 
please telephone Sue on: 01296 715786.
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AGM & BEQUEST THANKS
Thanks to Del Sante for providing quiches for our AGM.

Thanks also and fond memories of dear Terry Windsor 
who left a bequest to The Winslow Bus.
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J Clarke Roofing
07870 795964

Tiling

Slating

Leadwork

Repairs

Old & New Roofs

The Old School House • Water Stratford Road • Finmere • MK18 4AT

MINI-DIGGER
FOR HIRE WITH OPERATOR.

DON’T BREAK YOUR BACK TRYING TO DIG YOUR GARDEN,
LET ME AND MY DIGGER TAKE THE STRAIN.

IDEAL FOR DIGGING OUT TREE STUMPS, DRIVEWAYS,  
FOOTINGS,    ––  PATIOS, GARDEN CLEARANCE.

SOIL AND WASTE  DISPOSAL SERVICE.

GARAGE FULL? GARDEN FULL?

SAFE AND SECURE INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILIABLE.

Tel-Dave Spooner

01296 715059

07976 983444
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Replacement of old fuse boxes

Additional sockets and lights

Outdoor supplies to sheds, garages, ponds etc

Replacement of faulty fittings

Storage heater replacement

Electrical wiring faults

Landlords’ electrical inspections

Free estimates

Part P approved electrician

Contact Dean 
Tel:  01296 712776      

ELECtriCaL

ContraCtorS Ltd

 
Manual and computerised  

book-keeping 
Purchase Accounting 

Sales Accounting & Credit Control 
Accounting for Stock 

Cash & Bank reconciliation 
Accounting for VAT

www.blackbookkeeping.co.uk 



Light up the tower of St James
If you wish to sponsor the tower lights for that special occasion, please help us by using this form for your request

I would like to sponsor the lights on the following date (s):

Date:

Commemorating

Date:

Commemorating

The cost is £5 per night. Cheques payable to:
Great Horwood PCC. 
Please send to Ian Lamberton
3 The Green, Great Horwood  MK17 0RH.
Tel: 01296 715968

18

12 Bacon House Farm

Little Horwood

Milton Keynes

MK17 0PS

T: 01908 506722
E: office@harlequin-press.co.uk

W: www.harlequin-press.co.uk

HARLEQUIN

P R E S S L t d

Lithographic & Digital Printing

From Business Cards, Letterheads and Invoices
to Magazines, Newsletters and Brochures.

Call 01908 506722

The service is available to be used by anybody living in
the village that needs transport to get to the Doctors
Surgery in Winslow.

Simply call the following mobile phone number and
speak to a member of the volunteer team about your
requirement. If you get the answer phone just leave your
name, phone number and the date and time of your
appointment and somebody will ring you back.

Doctors Car Service:- 07704 140110

The drivers are all volunteers who will not be claiming
any expenses and so you are only asked to make a
voluntary contribution to our running costs. The funds
received will be used to cover the cost of the mobile
phone and any surplus will be donated to a deserving
village cause of our choosing.

If you have any questions or would like to be a
volunteer driver please let me know:

John Gilbey 01296 711915 or email to
john@gilbey98.freeserve.co.uk
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Burns Night 
Supper


