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	Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 15  May 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Great Horwood




Present:	Cllr John Gilbey (JWG) Chairman, Cllr Caroline Cousin (CC) Vice Chairman, Cllr Andy Waller (AW), Cllr Jonathan Evans (JE), Cllr Jackie Goss, Sir Beville Stanier Bt and twelve members of the public. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before the meeting started a minute’s silence was held in memory of Sue Brazier Parish Clerk.
                       
	1.   
	To receive apologies for absence 
Cllr John Chilver

	2. 
	To receive declarations of interest
AW – Item 20

	3. 
	To elect the Chairman of the Council for 2023/24
Cllr John Gilbey was unanimously re-elected as Chairman, nominated by Cllr Caroline Cousin and seconded by Cllr Jonathan Evans 

	4. 
	To receive the Chairman’s declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman’s declaration of acceptance was received 

	5. 
	To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2023/24
Cllr Caroline Cousin was unanimously re-elected as Vice-Chairman, nominated by Cllr John Gilbey and seconded by Cllr Jackie Goss

	6. 
	To appoint representatives to outside bodies
	BC Winslow and Villages Community Board
	JWG/CC

	North Bucks Parishes Planning Consortium (NBPPC)
	JWG/CC

	Village Hall
	JWG/CC/JE

	Poor’s Allotments (Castlefields)
	JWG/JG

	2 Trustees to the Great Horwood and Singleborough Recreation Trust (who will be members of the Recreation Committee)
	CC*

*it was decided not to appoint  second trustee for the GHSRT at this time, but wait until the two Councillor vacancies had been filled 




	7. 
	To appoint/reappoint members of Committees of the Council
a). Members to the Planning Committee and to appoint a chairman
CC (Chair) JE, JWG, JG 

	8. 
	Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd April 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true record and were signed by JWG

	9. 
	Extra dog bin to be installed in June
Solar farm – scanned copy of agreement received today and hard copy should follow in the post. A concern was also raised with them around the condition of the ground around the area and at the date of the meeting no response had been received. Subsequent to the meeting a response was received confirming that some remedial work had taken place to flatten the footpath area and that further efforts would be carried out in the autumn to make that area more enjoyable. 

	10. 
	Public Participation Period
In the April meeting Mr Rod Moulding raised a concern about the large number of diversions and road closures that are currently taking place. He said that he lives off Little Horwood Rd and because the road to Winslow is closed there are cars driving very quickly past the top of his road and it does not feel safe. JWG noted that the official diversion is through Padbury. JWG also noted that we have annual parish meeting in two weeks’ time. We have just received an electronic presentation on the structure of the new Buckinghamshire Highways organisation – so we will raise it with a hope of at least getting a written answer for the meeting. (Action – Cllr Gilbey)
This was raised by JWG with Bucks County Council, who noted our concerns but were unable to offer a solution at this point in time. 

It was also briefly mentioned at the last meeting that we had a big birthday coming up in the village. Nora Reeve nee Ridgeway turned be 100 on the 7th of May. Can the council arrange something? JWG said we will look into it. (Action – Cllr Gilbey) 

JWG spoke to her daughter and agreed a box of chocolates would be delivered. Originally the plan was to deliver this in person but the care home staff felt it best if her family took it along to her and so that is what happened on her birthday. 

It was noted that Little Horwood Road in the area of house numbers 6 to 12 very wet and getting worse. JWG agreed that he would look into it. (Action – Cllr Gilbey)

As the coronation celebration was not on the agenda – Liz Nicholls wanted to confirm that she will not be involved in arranging any rearranged event after the original event was postponed due to the bad weather forecast – some of the contributors wanted a decision made early about cancelling by Saturday whereas others wanted to wait to see the weather on the day. Liz confirmed that the silver band is only free on the 2nd of July (day after the fete) which doesn’t seem practical as many people (ie guides and scouts) would be involved in both. It was suggested that they could be combined but that didn’t seem to work either as this is a fundraiser for the church. The Guides are thinking of hosting a similar event later in the year, no date arranged as such but the Coronation celebration may be rolled into that event. 

It was noted that the Parish Council gave some money to the WI to make cakes and to the cricket club – we think the WI should keep that as they incurred cost whereas the cricket club did not incur any cost and therefore we should claim that money back (£80). JWG will contact the cricket club to reclaim. (Action – Cllr Gilbey) 


	11. 
	Horwode Pece Management Committee Report
a). To receive the Management Committee Report
No items of concern were noted

	12. 
	Footpaths Report

No report received. JWG had some brief correspondence with Alan Biggins who confirmed no issues had been observed since the previous report. 


	13. 
	 Roads Report

It was noted at the last meeting that the big pot hole on the High Street has been filled in, but as it has not been done very well there are concerns that it won’t last. Apparently road repair audits are promised by the new Buckinghamshire Highways team. JWG resolved to contact Buckinghamshire Council to raise the concerns about the High Street (Action – Cllr Gilbey)

This was raised at Winslow Community Board meeting on 25th of April. The response was that the Highways Dept are implementing a scheme list of 300 resurfacing sites across the county. Info boards will be put on site when dates have been confirmed but no further details are available at this time. 

MVAS – David Taylor will send a report later and plans to move the machine to Nash Road from Little Horwood Road. He said he is still getting up to speed with the equipment and to date only had data available from Sept/Oct 2022.  


	14.
	Planning Report

4 applications have been determined since the last meeting inc 4 Little Horwood Road – pleased to see has been approved and preserves the frontage, with a modern building behind it. Other three less significant and all approved. 


	15.
	Issues arising from the Planning Report

One application is in there for the Village Hall. This should have been raised at the last PC meeting. We won’t comment on this as the application was made by the PC but all Councillors confirmed their support. 

One new application has been received from Eastfield Farm – the cherry farm. An application for a full dwelling has been put in place. There is also a new request from Nash Park that we expect to object to. 



	16. 
	Other Planning Matters

It was noted in the last meeting that the play-park on Little Horwood Rd seems to have hit a brick wall. Given that the land would not be transferred to the Parish Council until mid-2024 at the earliest it was decided 2-3 months ago that we would use the s106 money for the Village Hall. We will look into providing play equipment when the land is finally transferred. High Street homes need to replant before anything can happen. It was agreed that we will follow up with High Street Homes/Bucks Council. JWG suggested contacting David Rowley at Bucks Council. (Action – Cllr Gilbey) 

Buckinghamshire council will inspect the open space next Tuesday 23 May. If it is accepted then this will start the 12 month maintenance period before anything else can be done. 

JWG noted the new homes being built on the edge of Winslow on the Great Horwood Side (Bloor Homes and David Wilson Homes), along with the new homes being built in Milton Keynes on the western side (c 3,000 houses altogether). 


	17.
	Winslow and Villages Community Board

JWG mentioned one aspect – he attended on 25th April in the St Lawrence room in Winslow. Meeting was very short – only point of interest was a talk by Superintendent Rebecca Mears, who is responsible for local policing in Aylesbury Vale – JWG detected a slight move back in the direction of getting some PCSOs around – the current lack thereof being exacerbated by the lack of local Police stations. Watch this space. 


	18.
	To receive a report from any meetings attended 

26th of April – Village Hall (JWG and CC) – no items noted 
3 May – met with Sophia Comer re Winslow and Villages Community Board funding. 
5th May CC met with James Browning – technical director of Lodge park homes. 3 left to sell, most others are occupied. Still dealing with the last few details but expects s278 to be approved v soon, will tarmac roads on site, put path in, crossing and divisions in lay bys. All down to Bucks CC currently. 

Mr Browning agreed to put a pedestrian access gate in the fence between the site and the landscape buffer. The main gates – i.e. the traffic access gates, will need padlocking to prevent unauthorised access and CC had agreed that the PC would take care of that. The vision swathe to the north is a problem – you don’t really know what is coming, One of the new residents is confined to a wheelchair so has to leave by car and says you don’t know what is coming and pulling out is dangerous. That little piece of land between the stream and the road is owned by Adrian Hoy so don’t know if we could ask him to cut his trees/bushes back. JWG agreed to make a request to Mr Hoy (Action – Cllr Gilbey)

There is a strip of road between the road and development – this is for access to us and the river authority. Mr Browning agreed to explore transferring the access land to the PC when the s106 transfer is made so that the PC can be responsible for its upkeep. It was noted by the PC that it seems unfair given the residents pay the precept for the grass cutting in the rest of the village and they would otherwise also have to pay for lawn mowing for that piece of land via their management committee. 


	19.
	Parish Maintenance 
a) Review new street lighting maintenance charges from E.On

When the LEDs were installed – these were £1 per light per year for maintenance. We have 31 lamps now and when the new lamp is installed opposite Lodge Park it will be 32. E.on have written to us to say they are increasing their prices to £8 per light – a cost of £256 per annum. The lantern drivers have a 10 year warranty – the only part that might need replacing is the photocell. Maintenance covers attendance to the site and replacement of the cell but we have to buy the cell at a discounted rate. Without the cover a site visit alone would cost £61.50 without them even doing anything. It was decided to table this as a full agenda point at the next PC meeting to determine whether or not the maintenance contract should be renewed at the higher price. 


	20.
	Report on Developments at Nook Park
Cllr Waller confirmed that he has got a date of 31 May for the tribunal that was previously postponed. 
He mentioned that there is also likely to soon be another claim for another person’s plot in the next week or so. There are also some concerns over parking and disabled access – there don’t appear to be any footpaths going in on site. The residents have written to the council about this but have not received any reply (which it was observed unfortunately appears to be the norm). There are also concerns over access for fire engine – the developer should be putting in a hammerhead to turn the appliance around but so far no sign of that. 

The issue re the re-planting of the improperly removed hedgerow was raised back with the council. The site owner has missed this planting season so in theory could not now plant until the autumn but again given all the concrete covers the original hedge-line it is not clear how this is physically possible. No response again from the council so it is not clear how they will enforce this order. 


	21.
	To approve the support for Focus by funding the publication of 2 editions for the year direct to Harlequin Press.

We contribute £500 a year currently but it was noted that the magazine is currently running at a loss. The proposal is for the Parish Council to pay the printing costs for two issues direct to the printer. This is expected to be £700-750. This would be in lieu of the current contribution. The Parish Council resolved to approve this revised payment and the approach outlined.  


	22.
	To receive and note correspondence
None received other than that already discussed elsewhere in the meeting. 


	23.


	Finance
a). To review the bank reconciliation, note invoices which have been paid and to note funds received
b). To agree payments that require authorising
The council duly authorised the following payments and resolved to approve the transfer of £3263.47 of underspend to BIA account in line with the practice in previous years:
· £5,000 to Horwode Pece
· Two grass cutting invoices from Ian Walker - £585.50 for April for the PC and 150.00 for Horwode Pece
c). Financial Regulation 1.5: Review of effectiveness of internal control
The effectiveness of internal control has been reviewed and Cllr Cousin agreed it was in order
d).
Report on verification of bank reconciliations
Up until October the Clerk performed these reconciliations, which were then checked by CC. None were done since October but CC has since done the rest and Mandy Cliffe has authorised them. This means that at this point all necessary reconciliations have been performed and independently checked.  
e). Appointment of a Councillor to verify the bank reconciliations in 2023/24
CC agreed to continue to check and sign the bank reconciliations on a 6 monthly basis 
f).  Banking arrangements including bank mandate to be approved by PC
Approved. JWG agreed to facilitate the removal of Dave Taylor from the bank mandate (Action – Cllr Gilbey) 
g). Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year to 31 March and the accounting statements in the form of Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return to be approved
It was resolved to approve the summary receipts and payments from April 2022 to March 2023.
The numbers on the AGAR could change slightly due to a debate over how to disclose insurance payments but the bottom line will not change.  
h) To approve the payments to our temporary RFO at the same hourly rate as currently authorised for the Parish Clerk.
Although we are yet to receive an indication of the number hours worked by Mrs Cliffe, it was proposed that we pay her the same hourly rate as we paid the Parish Clerk. The council resolved to approve this proposal. 

AOB – standing orders – under items 16 we can deal with a resolution not on the agenda – a proposal was made by JWG for the £22,000 from the Fox Covert solar farm will be allocated to the Village Hall refurbishment project. The council resolved to approve this proposal 


	24.
	Items for the next meeting 
Finance – Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23: Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements; to present statement of Receipts and Payments to date under each head of budget
Solar Farm should return as a standing item until we have the deed signed and the financial contribution has been received 
An item to be included giving Buckinghamshire Councillors a chance to report to the Parish Council.
The fee for the auditor should be reviewed at the next meeting considering the quantity of the work being carried out


	25.
	Confirmation of date and time of the next meeting
Monday 19th of June in the Village Hall to ensure maximum attendance from the Parish Council  



The meeting closed at 8.27pm

Signed                      Date 19th June 2023 
              


Chairman



Horwode Pece Management Committee - Report to Parish Council
May 2023


My impression over the last two months is that the Rec. is in good condition and being looked after by most users.
It looked well at my last Rec. check, having had the grass cut. The last 8 Rec. check reports, confirm this impression and I look forward to the RoSPA report as this is due sometime in May. 

Over this last month, some minor repair work has been undertaken and there is some further cosmetic work needed, including wood treatment of benches, picnic tables and the timber surrounds to the goals. But, this is best undertaken after a period of dry weather and is not safety critical. The large number of cracks that were repaired have now grassed over.  

To end, I would like to thank dog walkers who clear-up after their dogs. We occasionally find some dog-poo that is not cleared up (although it has been suggested this could be fox poo). Anyway, I would ask all to get rid of their dog waste using the bin at the entrance that has been specifically installed for such waste. It is emptied by the County Council and a reminder notice has been put up on the Rec. waste bin to this effect.

John Nicholls - Chairman
14/5/2023


	[bookmark: _Hlk53319462]Planning Committee Report - for meeting on 15 May 2023 (as 14 May 2023)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Below are current and recent Planning Applications.  The Parish Council is invited to ratify the comments made to Buckinghamshire Council on behalf of the Planning Committee since the last meeting. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	 
	 
	 
	

	Date Received
	Application Number
	Applicant
	Site Address
	Details of Application
	Parish Council Response
	BC Decision
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Determined
	 

	 
	 
	 

	05/12/2022
	22/03926/APP
Emma Mumby
02/01/2023


	Mr J Gunn
	4 Little Horwood Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QE
	Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of new dwelling with detached garage
	No objection
	Approved
	

	09/02/2023
	23/00420/APP
Shelley Ghazi
09/03/2023

	Mr & Mrs Townsend
	16 Townsend Cottages, 
Great Horwood 
MK17 0QF
	Householder application for single storey glass room to side elevation
	No Objection
	Approved
	

	3/04/23
	
CM/0010/23
	Churchill Waste Management
	Park Hill Farm, Bletchley Road
MK17 0NT
	Variation of condition re recontouring of agricultural land
	No response made as site is almost entirely in Whaddon Parish
	Application permitted 
	

	11/4/23
	23/01109/APP
	Mrs Julie Evans 
	A3 Greenway Business Park
	Erection of spray booth within existing unit and installation of associated chimney extract
	No objection
	Approved
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	05/02/2020
	20/00409/APP
Alice Culver
05/03/2020
	Ms M McCarthy
	Land off Little Horwood Road, Nash MK17 0EJ
	Variation of condition 2 – change condition to permanent planning permission/consent relating to application 14/00107/APP (allowed on appeal)
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/09/2020
	20/02755/APP
Michael Davey
29/09/2020
	Mr T Reilly c/o Agent Ruston Planning Ltd
	Land at Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood, Bucks
	Change of use of land to 13 Gypsy/traveller pitches with associated works including 13 no. mobiles homes, 13 no. touring caravans, 13 no. day rooms and 13 no. cesspits
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/09/2020
	20/02755/APP
Philippa Jarvis
08/02/2023
	Mr T Reilly c/o Agent Ruston Planning Ltd
	Land at Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood, Bucks
	Change of use of land to 6 Gypsy/traveller pitches with associated works including 6 no. mobiles homes, 6 no. touring caravans, 6 no. day rooms and 6 no. cesspits incorporating detailed landscape scheme.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00221/APP
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking 
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00222/ALB
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	23/09/2021
	21/03776/APP
Karen Fossett
21/10/2021

	Messrs Corcoran, Cawley and Nevin
	Plots 2,4,6 & 7 Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood 
MK17 0PD

	Change of use of land to use as a residential gypsy and traveller site, including an increase in the number of caravans to a total of 15 of which no more than 8 shall be static caravans/mobile homes occupied for residential purposes, together with retention of existing ancillary building
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/06/2022
	22/01776/APP
Catherine Dickson
05/07/2022

	Ms S Isseyegh
	The Farmhouse, 
Fair Winter Farm, Singleborough Lane, Singleborough, Great Horwood MK17 0RB
	Erection of a replacement dwelling together with associated development
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	29/06/2022
	22/02114/APP
Kirstie Elliot
27/07/2022
	Mr I Sutton
	Great Horwood Service Station, High Street, Great Horwood MK17 0QL
	Demolition of existing service station buildings and erection of 4 dwellings
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02490/APP
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022

	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green, Great Horwood 
MK17 0RH
	Householder application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02491/ALB
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022
	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green,
Great Horwood
MK17 0RH
	Listed building application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope. Internal alterations to include removal of partitions and alterations to internal layout, installation of staircase, ensuite at first floor level and new fixture and fittings.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/09/2022
	22/03046/APP
Kerby MacInnis
05/10/2022
	Mr D Grainge
	Eastfield Farm, 
Little Horwood Road, 
Great Horwood
MK17 0NZ
	Construction of bund
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	14/10/2022
	22/03413/APP
Emma Mumby
11/11/2022
	Mrs & Mrs H Elliott
	28 Spring Lane,
Great Horwood
MK17 0QW
	Demolition of the existing dwelling and the erection of a detached dwelling with access, parking and amenity space 
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/11/2022
	22/03218/APP
Emma Mumby
29/11/2022

	Mr O Negrea
Sub Blue Ltd
Grange Park
Northampton
	Land to rear of Vine Cottage, 3 Little Horwood Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QE
	Erection of 3 dwellings
	No objection
	Awaiting decision 
	

	31/01/2023
	23/00280/APP
Ton Ansell
28/02/2023
	Mr Farokh Khorooshi
	Bywater Meadow, Pilch Lane, Great Horwood MK17 0NX
	Conversion of agricultural barn to a single dwelling
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	22/03/2023
	23/00884/APP
Anna Souter
19/04/23

	Mrs C Cousin for Great Horwood Parish Council
	Great Horwood Village Hall, 
High St
Great Horwood,
MK17 0QL
	Replacement of external disabled access door with a window. Block off existing external fire exit door and installation of replacement external fire exit door. Replacement of external fire exit door. Replacement of rooflight 
	No comment made as application was made on behalf of Parish Council
	Awaiting decision
	

	27/03/2023
	23/00979/APP
Shelley Ghazi
24/04/23

	Miss Yvonne Crum
	77 Spring Lane Great Horwood Buckinghamshire MK17 0QP
	Householder application for single storey front extension
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	3/4/23
	23/01001/CPE
Tom Ansell
1/5/23
	Mr F Khorooshi
	Bywater Meadow
Great Horwood
MK17 0NX
	Certificate of lawfulness for existing agricultural building
	No objection with condition
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/04/23
	23/01253/VRC
Faye Hudson
19/5/23
	Mr Holmes
	21 Winslow Road
MK17 0QN
	Variation of conditions to 22/02459/APP
	
	
	

	21/4/23
	23/01259/APP
Faye Hudson
19/5/23
	Mr & Mrs Grange 
	Eastfield Farm
Little Horwood Road
MK17 0NZ
	Erection of agricultural dwelling and garage
	Support
	Awaiting decision
	

	28/4/23
	23/01333/APP
26/5/23
	Mr Holmes
	21 Winslow Road
MK17 0QN
	Householder application for ancillary 
residential annex
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	4/5/23
	23/01384/APP
31/5/23
	J Cawley
	Nash Park  
MK17 0FD
	Change of use of amenity space to 2 pitch site
	
	
	

	5/5/23
	23/01432/APP
Naim Poptami
2/6/23
	J B Pro Ltd
	Old Dean Farmhouse  Singleborough Lane MK17 0RF
	Householder application for demolition of rear sheds and erection of rear extensions
	
	
	




Key – 
Colours 
Orange = applications received in 2020
Light blue = applications received in 2021
Yellow = applications received in 2022
Green = applications received in 2023
Names are those of the AVDC application case officer
Dates are when the application was received (column 1) and by when comments must be made (column 2).
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