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	Great Horwood Parish Council		

	
	

	
	DRAFT

	
	

	
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th November 2023 at 7.30pm in the Scout Hut, School End, Great Horwood  




Present:	Cllr John Gilbey (JWG) Chairman, Cllr Caroline Cousin (CC) Vice Chairman, Cllr Jackie Goss (JG), Cllr Jonathan Evans (JE), Sarah Biswell (SB Clerk) and seven members of the public. 
	
	Please note, to comply with Data Protection rules, names (other than councillors or persons who have previously given their permission) will not be used in Great Horwood Parish Council Minutes.  
                       
	1.   
	To receive apologies for absence 
Cllr Thomas Lee, Bucks Cllr Sir Beville Stanier Bt, Bucks Cllr John Chilver, Bucks Cllr David Goss, Mandy Cliffe.

	2. 
	To receive declarations of interest 
None.

	3. 
	Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th October 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true record and were signed by Cllr JWG at the meeting.

	4. 
	To consider matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting 
The hedges on the land by the side of The Crown are still overgrown and need to be attended to (Action; Clerk)

	5. 
	Public Participation Period
A resident explained that ongoing works on Nash Road and the inaccessibility of the path, height of the kerb and the ironworks in the layby in Nash Road. She had been in touch with Buckinghamshire Council and was waiting for a call back for them to visit the site.  The PC asked for feedback from the resident after the meeting. 
A resident asked if the handrail which had previously been in place at the bottom end of the alley into Spring Lane could be reinstated. The original one had been damaged by a falling tree and the BC Local Aea Technician had said that it was no longer needed and it had been removed. The resident had added that a section of path in the same area is being lifted up probably due to tree roots. The resident promised to send photos to the Clerk.
A resident then once again raised the need for a handrail for the slope outside 1 Spring Lane. However, this issue had previously been raised by the PC with the BC Local Area Technician but no agreement could be reached for responsibility for the path between Fairhive Homes Limited and Buckinghamshire Council and so no progress had been possible on the matter. 

	6. 
	Report from Buckinghamshire Councillors
No report received or Councillors in attendance at the meeting. 

	7. 
	Horwode Pece Management Committee Report 
Report received with thanks. Cllr JWG confirmed the last grass cut of the season had taken place. 

	8. 
	Footpaths Report
No report received. 

	9. 
	Roads Report
No Report received.    

	10.
	Parish Maintenance 
2 Litter bins have been now installed along with only 1 Dog Litter Bin.  Buckinghamshire Council do not have a contractor to instal the remaining one and it was resolved to ask BC the cost of the Parish Council buying and installing this bin in order for this matter to be finally completed. (Action: Clerk)
Flower Planters – since the last meeting 3 residents have come forward to take on this role for which the Parish Council wish to extend their gratitude and have requested a plan of planting for the year. (Action: Clerk)

	11.
	Refurbishment of the Village Hall 
Works are underway and the projected timescale for completion is currently still on track.  As the project gets underway the costings are being monitored by the Village Hall Committee and where cost savings can be made against original quotations this is being implemented.  

	12.
	Planning Report
The Planning Report was noted. 

	13.
	Issues arising from the Planning Report  
The Crown 
It was noted that the Parish Council have been in regular contact with Buckinghamshire Council Planning Enforcement and the Heritage function a number of times over the last month to ensure that the works undertaken are being dealt with. This is for ongoing monitoring. (Action: Clerk)
It was noted that case 20/02755/APP had finally been determined.  It was for change of use of land adjacent to Nash Park to enable 6 further pitches. The decision letter mentioned that the change would have made the site disproportionately large. 

	14.
	Other Planning Matters
The Parish Council have been approached by High Street Homes to ask if they would be supportive of additional housing on the land next to the development known as Cherry Leas, as the landowner has reserved access rights through this development for more housing. The Parish Council unanimously resolved that it would strenuously oppose any development on this site. It was noted that the VALP requirements have been met.
Nash Road - Lodge Park
Cllr CC had a meeting with James Browing, Technical Director of Lodge Park Homes on 13th October. The street lights on the development were now switched on but the one on the road was not.  The work on the amenity land is almost finished with just the access route to the land for us and for the river board to be completed. The fencing is still to be done and the vision swathes have to be cut back.   The work on the crossing was complete apart from painting the Ts to mark the parking bays.

	15.
	Devolution Policy 
Buckinghamshire Council have asked if the PC wish to take on any further devolved services, apart from those already agreed.  It was resolved to confirm to BC that no further services will be taken up. It was noted that BC need to be aware of the additional verges which now need cutting on the Little Horwood Road approaching the Cherry Leas Housing Development, Cllr CC provided a revision to the Grass Cutting map which needs to be forwarded to BC. (Action: Clerk)

	16.
	Report from the MVAS and Speedwatch
No report received in time for the meeting. 
Speedwatch – Cllr JG confirmed in the meeting that she still intends to sign up to take part in this.  Cllr JWG advised that he will continue to monitor the engagement for this project. 	

	17.
	Winslow and Villages Community Board 
It was noted that the next Board Meeting is on the 29th November 2023 at 6pm. 

	18.
	To receive a report from any meetings attended 
13th November 2023 – Lodge Park meeting – CC
14th and 23rd October – Village Hall meeting – CC
10th November 2023 – Village Hall meeting - CC

	19.
	Report on Developments at Nook Park
It was noted that there seems to still be fair amount of large lorries/traffic entering Willow Road on the way to Nook Park. Buckinghamshire Council have recently planted 3 trees on the site. Nothing further to add, although it was resolved to keep this item on the Agenda moving forward.     

	20.
	Update on Fox Covert Solar Farm Ltd
It was noted that the funds due to the Parish Council from the Fox Covert Solar Farm have not yet been received, despite several written reminders from Cllr JWG. It was resolved to refer this matter onto the CEO of the company to chase up payment. (Action: Clerk)

	21. 
	Update on EV Charging Points 
Emails have been received from others Parish Councils to enquire if we would like to join 7 other Parishes who are all having this work undertaken to share legal costs. It was resolved that this would be a good idea.  A legal firm has been recommended by another Parish Council (Chalfont St Giles) who are one of the 7 Parishes, and we await further information on this.  Cllr Gilbey had queried at the last meeting whether it was permissible to install an EV point on the Green.  Cllr Cousin had contacted the Rights of Way Officer at Bucks Council to check on this.  
The officer offered the Government Guidance which Cllr Cousin read and concluded that it would be acceptable as long as no services crossed the grass area that people used for recreation. The guidance was actually silent on EV charging points.  It was asked whether planning permission would be needed.  Cllr Cousin agreed to put the question to the Officer at Bucks Council who was running this initiative.  (Action: Cllr CC)

	22.
	Worthy Causes Grants
There were 5 successful applications for grants this year. After a discussion with all Councillors the following decisions were made: 
Football Club - £500 – Roll on Roll off goalposts for U11’s
School – £500 for Pergola and accessories for outdoor space (wellbeing for the children)
Winslow & District Community Bus - £814 for bus maintenance/external monthly deep clean
Scouts - £1000 for Bungalow Mess tent
Girl Guides - £121 for a trip Ice Skating for all the children
The Clerk will inform the organisations of the amount they have been awarded and invite a representative to the presentation at the December PC meeting. (Action: Clerk)

	23.
	Policy approval 
A policy for Grievance procedures, Disciplinary and Health and Safety were presented as these are noted in the Clerk’s contract of employment.   A lone working policy was also submitted for consideration and all policies were resolved to be accepted, but to make them more relevant as only one employee of the GHPC.  (Action: Clerk)
An Equality and Diversity policy was also presented for acceptance and resolved to be accepted. 

	24.
	Standing Orders amendment
There were 2 references to AVDC in the current Standing Orders which needed amending.  Cllr JE felt that the Standing Orders would benefit from being reviewed as a whole document and to bring back to the next meeting for agreement. (Action: Clerk)

	25.
	Financial Regulations amendment
It was resolved that in order to allow flexibility on the pay increases for the Clerk’s remuneration, should it be required in future years, that any pay increase can either be made by annual increase or increasing the scale point in line with the agreed pay scales at that time.  The Financial Regulations will need to be amended (Action: Cllr CC) and uploaded to the PC website. (Action: Clerk)

	26.
	To receive and note correspondence
The Clerk had received a telephone call from a resident on the Winslow Road about groundworks being undertaken on their property, which is being extensively renovated and whose land involves an existing Footpath.  A lengthy positive conversation was reported at the meeting in that there is no intention of blocking the footpath whilst work is ongoing, it is just the site itself is enduring a lot of heavy ground works for draining etc.  Once completed this site will be made good. 

	27.
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Great Horwood Parish Council Receipts and Payments 14th November 2023 (as at 14th November 2023)
	
	
	

	 
	 
	  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Payments TA
	Payee
	Type
	Payment £
	VAT
	Ledger £
	Date of Invoice
	Date Paid
	Notes
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance B/F
	10 October 2023
	
	
	
	15993.93
	
	
	
	

	Payments TA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GH 23.043
	Eon Street lighting maintenance inv. 120307
	FPO
	288.00
	48.00
	 
	19/09/2023
	18/10/2023
	Streetlighting maintenance

	GH 23.044
	Omega Asbestos removal inv. 8897
	FPO
	18780.00
	3130.00
	 
	09/10/2023
	22/10/2023
	Other
	

	GH 23.045
	BMALKC inv. 5001
	FPO
	65.00
	0.00
	 
	10/10/2023
	18/10/2023
	Training
	

	GH 23.046
	AA+D inv. 5596 Village Hall project manager fees
	FPO
	2599.20
	433.20
	 
	13/10/2023
	22/10/2023
	Other
	

	GH 23.047
	NALC course inv. 8061038999
	FPO
	52.04
	8.67
	
	17/10/2023
	 
	Streetlighting power
	

	GH 23.048
	SLCC membership inv. MEM246157-1
	FPO
	156.00
	0.00
	
	17/10/2023
	 
	Subscription
	

	GH 23.049
	Brook Farm Aggregates Pay Farokh Khorooshi 
	FPO
	249.00
	41.54
	
	23/10/2023
	 
	Other
	

	GH 23.050
	Walker Grounds Care inv. 743
	FPO
	585.50
	0.00
	
	01/11/2023
	 
	Devolution grass cutting
	

	GH 23.051
	nPower Rererence: IN08873669
	DD
	76.09
	3.62
	
	04/11/2023
	 
	Streetlighting power
	

	GH 23.052
	Salix streetlighting loan
	 
	405.71
	0.00
	
	19/10/2023
	01/11/2023
	Streetlighting loan
	

	Transfer
	Transfer to Horwode Pece
	Transfer
	438.59
	0.00
	
	Transfer
	03/11/2023
	Transfer
	

	GH 23.053
	Clerk's salary
	SO
	767.00
	0.00
	
	30/10/2023
	30/10/2023
	Clerk's salary
	

	GH 23.054
	AA+D inv. 5601 Village Hall project manager fees
	FPO
	2750.00
	460.00
	
	11/11/2023
	 
	Other
	

	GH 23.055
	CardiAid AED Maintenance Plan
	FPO
	267.60
	44.60
	
	23/10/2023
	 
	Defibrilator maintenance 2-year contract

	
	Subtotal / Ledger balance Treasurer's account
	 
	27479.73
	 
	-11485.80
	
	
	
	

	
	Actual expenditure minus transfers
	
	27041.14
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts TA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GHR 23.08
	Bucks Council remittance (Village Hall S106)
	FPI
	17816.00
	0.00
	
	
	20/10/2023
	
	

	GHR 23.09
	VAT refund
	FPI
	752.09
	0.00
	
	
	23/10/2023
	
	

	
	Subtotal / Ledger balance Treasurer's account
	
	18568.09
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ledger balance Treasurer's account
	
	
	
	7082.29



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reconciliation Bank to Ledger 12th November 2023 Treasurer's Acct
	 
	11218.52
	
	
	
	
	

	Add outstanding receipts
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Minus October 2023 unpaid invoices
	
	
	-3868.63
	
	
	
	
	

	Ledger Total
	 
	 
	 
	7349.89
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Horwode Pece B/F
	 
	 
	 
	7,525.43

	 
	 
	
	

	Payments HP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HP 23.09
	Walker Grounds Care inv. 744
	FPO
	150.00
	
	7,375.43 
	
	
	
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	150.00 
	 
	7,375.43 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts HP
	Transfer from GHPC treasurer's account
	
	438.59
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total / Ledger balance Horwode Pece Acct
	 
	438.59
	
	7814.02
	
	
	
	

	
	Nil
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Instant Access B/F
	 
	 
	 
	54944.24
	 
	 
	
	

	Receipts BIA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Oct interest
	
	47.20
	
	54991.44
	
	
	
	

	
	Nov interest
	
	54.84
	
	55046.28
	
	
	
	

	
	Total in BIA account 
	 
	102.04
	 
	55046.28
	

	
	
	

	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	
	Finance – continued 
Cllr CC has now submitted the amended Mandate to Metro Bank and will await to hear back from them, although the contact details of the MK Business Manager have now been given as a point of contact.
Schedule of payments listed above.
Draft Budget 24/25 was presented and discussed in detail and will be an Agenda item next month when the Budget will be finalised. 
Worthy Causes – see Item 22.
Clerk’s confirmed salary increase on Scale 20 equates to an additional £1.00 per hour from September 2023. It was resolved to implement the pay increase from the November salary payment but to include the backpay from September 2023 when rates were changed. (Action: Cllr JWG)
Verification of the Bank Reconciliations was unable to be completed for this meeting as the Reconciliations had not been done. 
Cllr JE raised the issue of interest on the PC’s bank accounts and whether or not a better rate could be obtained elsewhere. Unity Trust Bank were mentioned and it was resolved to investigate the possibilities of using this bank in future and to present information at the next meeting. (Action: Clerk)
Cllr JE sent a weblink to the Clerk in the meeting by email https://www.scribeaccounts.com/blog/the-best-online-banking-services-for-parish-and-town-councils  
Request to be made for the invoice for renting of the Scout hut for the Parish Council use whilst the Village Hall is being refurbished. (Action: Clerk)
Invoice to be requested from Mandy Cliffe for work undertaken as the interim RFO. (Action: Clerk)

	28.


	Items for the next meeting 
To approve schedule of payments requiring authorisation
RFO to present statement of receipts and payments to date under each head of budget
Clerk to present estimates of receipts and payments for the following year and Budget to be agreed
Review the Reserves
Agree the Precept

	29.
	Confirmation of date and time of the next meeting
Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 7.30pm in the Scout Hut, School End, Great Horwood. 



The meeting closed at 8.53 pm.  

Signed                      Date  
              

Chairman


Horwode Pece Management Committee - Report to Parish Council
November 2023


This month, there is little to report over that reported in September and October. Minor works have been cutting back the brambles in the hedge rows, where they overrun the paths, trimming back the hedgerows and removing low hanging branches that similarly overhang the paths, as well as removing the sloe self-set seedlings from the rubber chippings. These are maintenance items to be expected this time of the year and thanks must go the ‘Rec. checker team’ for their weekly efforts keeping the Rec. in a safe, serviceable state.

Over this month, minor works reported include missing caps from the Pollux climbing frame and the Navigator (as we no longer have spares for these – all used up – replacements will have to be ordered from Kompan) and rebonding the underlay below the rubber chippings for the SuperNova (this is not possible in wet weather and can wait for a dry period as it is not perceived as a safety issue).  In recent reports, comments have been made as to the height of the Zip-wire seat (it is reported that it seems to be low) and this will be check the next time Liz and I do our Rec. check.

We keep a list of minor jobs to complete this autumn, weather permitting, these include:

· The underlay inside the SuperNova roundabout needs rebonding.
· Two of the timbers on the far goal are rotting and will need replacing; all the timbers for both goals should be treated against rot. Some screws need replacing on the near goal.
· The wood surrounds of both toddler and teenage need to be replaced. Replacing the Toddler area surround is the major project planned for this year and is being costed with the aim of using ‘recycled plastic’ timber. Replacing the wood surround for the Teenage area has been included in the 2024/25 budget and will be the project for next year.
· The seat and table to the far S.E. corner is in poor condition and will be removed at the end of the season, replaced by the VW/Audi bench which now provides good seating at the top of the Rec.

   	
John Nicholls - Chairman
12/11/2023     
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	Below are current and recent Planning Applications.  The Parish Council is invited to ratify the comments made to Buckinghamshire Council on behalf of the Planning Committee since the last meeting. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	 
	 
	 
	

	Date Received
	Application Number
	Applicant
	Site Address
	Details of Application
	Parish Council Response
	BC Decision
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Determined
	 

	 
	 
	 

	01/09/2020
	20/02755/APP
Philippa Jarvis
08/02/2023
	Mr T Reilly c/o Agent Ruston Planning Ltd
	Land at Nash Park, Nash Road, Great Horwood, Bucks
	Change of use of land to 6 Gypsy/traveller pitches with associated works including 6 no. mobiles homes, 6 no. touring caravans, 6 no. day rooms and 6 no. cesspits incorporating detailed landscape scheme.
	Objection
	Refused 19/10/23
	

	21/8/23
	23/02484/APP
18/9/23
	Mr and Mrs A Barratt

	Croft Farm 33 Nash Road Great Horwood Buckinghamshire MK17 0RA
	Change of use of section of paddock to garden land
	No objection
	Approved 10/10/23
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	05/02/2020
	20/00409/APP
Alice Culver
05/03/2020
	Ms M McCarthy
	Land off Little Horwood Road, Nash MK17 0EJ
	Variation of condition 2 – change condition to permanent planning permission/consent relating to application 14/00107/APP (allowed on appeal)
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00221/APP
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking 
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	21/01/2021
	21/00222/ALB
Kirsty Elliott 
18/02/2021
	J Hanson & Son
	Home Farm, 4 Winslow Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QN
	Erection of 16 new residential dwellings and the refurbishment and extension of the existing farmhouse, with associated access landscape and parking
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/06/2022
	22/01776/APP
Catherine Dickson
05/07/2022

	Ms S Isseyegh
	The Farmhouse, 
Fair Winter Farm, Singleborough Lane, Singleborough, Great Horwood MK17 0RB
	Erection of a replacement dwelling together with associated development
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02490/APP
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022

	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green, Great Horwood 
MK17 0RH
	Householder application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	09/08/2022
	22/02491/ALB
Emma Mumby
06/09/2022
	Mr F Engel
	The Crown Public House, 1 The Green,
Great Horwood
MK17 0RH
	Listed building application for the erection of a single storey rear glazed link extension, reinstatement of window of the front elevation, reinstatement of the attic timber casement window in the northern gable and the insertion of two conservation rooflights to the west facing roof slope. Internal alterations to include removal of partitions and alterations to internal layout, installation of staircase, ensuite at first floor level and new fixture and fittings.
	Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	07/09/2022
	22/03046/APP
Kerby MacInnis
05/10/2022
	Mr D Grainge
	Eastfield Farm, 
Little Horwood Road, 
Great Horwood
MK17 0NZ
	Construction of bund
	No objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	01/11/2022
	22/03218/APP
Emma Mumby
29/11/2022

	Mr O Negrea
Sub Blue Ltd
Grange Park
Northampton
	Land to rear of Vine Cottage, 3 Little Horwood Road, Great Horwood MK17 0QE
	Erection of 3 dwellings
	No objection
	Awaiting decision 
	

	6/9/23
	23/02678/APP
4/10/23
	Ms S Isseyegh
	Fair Winter Farm Singleborough Lane Singleborough Great Horwood
Buckinghamshire MK17 0RB
	Construction of a welfare and handling facility building
	No Objection
	Awaiting decision
	

	2/10/23
	18/B3422/POA
Antonia Liu
	BDW Trading Ltd
	Land Off Great Horwood Road Winslow Buckinghamshire
	Application to modify the period of marketing set out Schedule 1, clause 5.2
and 5.7 of the S106 planning obligation for 18/03422/AOP
	No impact on Great Horwood so offered no comments
	
	

	2/10/23
	23/02955/APP
Anna Shah
	Mr & Mrs C Scott
	Ashfield 31 Nash Road Great Horwood Buckinghamshire MK17 0RA
	Change of use of ancillary building to short term holiday let
	
	
	




Key – 
Colours 
Green = applications determined since last report
Orange = applications received in 2020
Light blue = applications received in 2021
Yellow = applications received in 2022
Pink = applications received in 2023
Names are those of the AVDC application case officer
Dates are when the application was received (column 1) and by when comments must be made (column 2). 
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