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	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th April 2025 at 7.30pm in the Great Horwood and Singleborough Village Hall 



Present:	Cllr John Gilbey (JWG) Chairman, Cllr Jonathan Evans (JE), Cllr Thomas Lee (TL), Buckinghamshire Councillor Sir Beville Stanier, Buckinghamshire Councillor John Chilver, Sarah Biswell (Clerk).  

	Representatives from the various clubs within the Village as well those recipients of the Worthy Causes Grants were in attendance as well as residents of the Village, making a total attendance of 23

 
	1.   
	To receive apologies for absence 
Cllr Caroline Cousin (CC) Cllr Jackie Goss (JG) and Cllr Zane Daniels (ZD)

	2. 
	Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2024 Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th April 2024.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without amendment and signed by the Chairman. 

	3.
	Chairmans Report
Cllr Gilbey confirmed that this was the last Annual Parish Meeting of the current Council.  An election took place last month which was uncontested. There will be a new Council from 6th May 2025 and the first meeting will be the 19th May 2025.  There will be 5 Councillors out of the 7 that GHPC are mandated to have.  It is Cllr Gilbey’s last Annual Parish Meeting after 18 years as he has not put himself up for a seat in the Parish elections. 

Councillor Gilbey would like to thank his fellow 4 Councillors for the last year – especially Councillor Caroline Cousin. A huge thank you to Sarah Biswell, our Parish Clerk, who started in 2023 and has worked extraordinarily hard to get to know and deal with the many and varied issues that arise in the Parish daily…but more of that later. 

So as usual we had 10 full Council meetings in this year, plus a one off Planning Committee meeting on 13th January 2025 to consider the Croudace application for 70 houses on land north of Little Horwood Road.  This meeting was attended by all Councillors and 39 members of the public.  We also get members of the public at our regular Parish Council meetings and this has averaged out at 9 per meeting. 

We have considered 25 planning applications in the year and commented on each one.  We have objected to 12 out of the 25.  As noted in Focus, Buckinghamshire Council will no longer show objections by members of the public on its website.   The only concession is that it will give the number of comments received and for the Croudace application it shows 
Objections 76 No Objections 0.

We have continued to support the Horwode Pece Recreation Ground with funds for maintenance and improvements.  We provide £250.00 to St. James PCC for grass cutting in the extension grave yard.  

We also provide financial assistance for printing of 2 editions of Focus newsletter.

We provide £3,000 to be available for the Worthy Causes Grants – this year for the Football Club, Cricket Club, Silver Band, Winslow and District Community Bius, Art and Craft Group, Scouts/Cubs, Rainbows and Brownies and the village School. 
 
We found volunteer maintenance of the planters at the entrances to the village hall did not work and we have contracted Twigs Nurseries to plant and maintain them. 

Our 2 sets of allotments in Church Lane and Willow Road continue to be popular and currently have no space plots available.  

We continue to work with St James PCC as joint Trustees of the Castlefields (Poors’ Allotment) Trust which rents the land to the Football Club and to a local farmer.  It also distributes a “Christmas box” to the “poor and needy” of the Parish (the words of the Trust not Parish Council)   – as per the Inclosure Award 1842.  

The Parish Council is also the sole Trustee of the Great Horwood Recreation Trust which owns the land occupied by the Cricket Club and on which it has a long lease.  

The transfer of the land we now call Liden Park has been delayed – firstly because a number of the trees and other vegetation needed to be replaced.  However, it was agreed that the transfer could now go ahead and we instructed Solicitors last July.  Unfortunately for whatever reason they do not need to have been capable of progressing the matter in a timely manner and we still have not seen the final version of the transfer document for our signature.  

We will also receive a transfer of 2 parcels of land adjacent to Shorts Close development shortly. 

Our Footpath Monitor, Alan Biggins continues to do a great job of maintaining our excellent network of footpaths and liaising with landowners and Buckinghamshire Council as necessary. 

We have tried to assist the residents of Nook Park on the developments carried out by their new owners. 

Back to Sarah – our Clerk…

Sarah has initiated many ideas – perhaps the most important of which are her regular “Parish Council Surgeries” in the Village Hall every second Wednesday, alongside the coffee morning and the Post Office – I believe these to have been well received. 

She does not give up on solving problems that occur and has some successes, for example getting the handrail reinstalled in Spring Lane at the entrance of the alley way.  She has had to persevere with Buckinghamshire Council to ensure that we carry on getting the correct devolution payment towards the verge grass cutting after they seemed to believe that the number of verges had been reduced from previous years. 

Another source of annoyance was when Buckinghamshire Council introduced the 40mph speed limit on the approach to Winslow on the B4033 and also installed a “Welcome to Winslow” sign 100 yards inside the Great Horwood boundary.  After a number of attempts, Buckinghamshire Council have agreed that it should be moved although its timescale appears to be hopeful of achieving it sometimes in “the summer months”. 

The Parish Council also offers a Welcome Pack to any new residents and a note is made in each Focus magazine for anyone to get in touch if they would like one. These are regularly requested. 

The Parish Council have their Facebook page where information is shared online.

Planning/Neighbourhood Plan 
The Government has issued a new NPPF to achieve a much higher level of house building throughout the country and for Buckinghamshire this means £80,000 new homes plus a new town of 10,000 up to 2045. So, the Parish Council has agreed to start on a revision of their Neighbourhood Plan and a Steering Committee has been set up include Parish Councillors and Volunteers. 

Chair of the Committee is Nicki Steele.  
Vice Chair is Caroline Cousin. 
Secretary is Elizabeth Metheringham.
Treasurer is Jackie Goss

The other members of the Committee are Alan Marlow, David Saunders, Stuart Bayliss and John Gilbey. 

There have been two meetings held so far, liaising with Buckinghamshire Council and possible developers.  View of residents of Great Horwood will also be sought in the process of this review. 

Lastly, just to note that The Swan public house has been opened for just over a year and has been a great addition to the village. 

Lastly, don’t forget the Litter Pick on 10th May 2025.


	4.
	Report from Buckinghamshire Councillor, John Chilver 
Councillor Chilver updated the meeting about the ongoing feasibility study on the A421 there is to be no new dualling on the road but are now looking at making improvements to junctions, it will be seen what impact this has on the ongoing traffic.  
He informed the meeting that the Croudace planning application has been called in under the 3 member rule and further updates on this will follow. 

Councillor Chilver thanked every for their support. 


	
	Report from Buckinghamshire Councillor, Sir Beville Stanier 
Councillor Stanier spoke to the meeting about how he joined Aylesbury Vale District Council in 1999 and how things have changed in that time.   He is now retiring and will not be putting himself in the running for the Buckinghamshire Council election. He wanted to take this opportunity to thank the residents for their support in allowing him to represent them.


	
	Brief reports from village organisations

Football Club 
Vyv Rudd thanks the Parish Council for the Worthy Grants – last year for the roll on roll off goalposts.   He advised that the senior teams were doing very well and had a good season. 
The U18’s have played well. They were second in the league and a runner up on the Cup Final.  

Cricket Club 
No representatives from the Cricket Club attended the meeting, but Vyv Rudd gave an overview on their behalf as they work closely with the Cricket Club.   Between the Football and Cricket Club they have now purchased as second hand sit on mower to use for both clubs.  Part of the funding for this was from the Worthy Causes Grant for both clubs, for which thanks were given.   There has been a decline in the number of players over the last few years and in order to keep within the league more players are needed. 


Brownies and Guides 
Jade Jones represented the above group – they used their Worthy Causes Grant to visit Gravity in MK.  They are a mixed age group and having the funds made it possible for all the children to be included in this activity. 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
Yvonne Taylor, Group Scout Leader, said that the Scouting Group in Great Horwood were very proactive and their numbers are increasing.  Some of them are taking a trip over the summer to Switzerland and would appreciate any old empty cans that anyone has, as the proceeds they received for this is forming part of the funding for this trip – please deliver these to the Scout hut
There are currently 12 Scouts, 17 Cubs and 18 Beavers.  The plan is to refurbish the existing Scout Hut and over the summer half term there will be new doors and windows being fitted.  Over the Summer holidays the plan is for new toilets and a new kitchen to be installed.  Phase 3 will happen next year.  The Worthy Causes Grant was used to purchase a 3 day Fridge that can be used on the various activities.  They are looking to put on a St. Georges Parade next year. 


Great Horwood School
Paula Shaw, Headteacher thanked the PC for the generous Worthy Causes – Paula provided photographs showing the children using the instruments that were purchased with the funding. It allowed them to purchase 9 extra xylophones so that Years 1 and 2 have an instrument each that they can play.   Pupil numbers are on the rise and there is a good parental engagement culture at the School.  The School support various causes e.g. Bucks Food Bank, Hygiene banks for families. As a small School they are putting on sporting events with Thornborough and Padbury School.  
The School have recently been awarded a Grant from the Department of Education to completely refurbish the Victorian Building to turn this into a Nursery for children from the age of 2.   It is hoped to be finished by September 2025.

WI
Ann Biggins – President of the WI gave an update – currently have 26 members. They have monthly talks and occasional workshops – a recent one was how to make lace.   There is also a Monday/Wednesday walking group. They meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  More members are always welcome.  

Village Hall
Ian Lamberton, Chair of the Village Hall Committee began recapping what the last year held.
It was the Village Hall Centenary last year and celebrations were held to mark this occasion.  The Village Hall continues to be used for all types of occasions, birthday, dinner.   It is shortly soon to have fibre optic WIFI available to all those users of the Hall.  

Winslow and District Community Bus
Sheila Cadge on behalf of the WCDB thanked the Parish Council for the Worthy Causes Grant and confirmed that the Bus has a deep clean once a month. It is now 9 years old and they are looking to renew this at some point. They are looking for more volunteer drivers, so if anyone is interested, please contact them.   They wish to put on more events and do listen to their passengers’ requests for different outings to go on.
 
St James’ Church
Carolyn Bayliss the Churchwarden advised that the Church is open every day from 9am to 5pm. All are welcome.  The Community Library is growing in books and is available to everyone.  She thanked the Parish Council for the funding for the grass cutting and asked if there were any volunteers to help with this in the future – all help gratefully received.  The Church Fete is due to be held on the 5th July 2025.  There is a PCC meeting on the 20th May 2025 at 730pm – all are welcome to attend. 

Horwode Pece
John Nicholls, Chairman of the Horwode Pece Management Committee, wished to thank his team of 9 volunteers that maintain the equipment to RoSPA standards with their weekly inspections.  Also thanked the Parish Council for funding the grass cutting and new surrounds that are being put in place currently and should be completed in the next few weeks. 

Silver Band
The Chairman, Andrew Cook has been in the band for over 40 years and a Chairman for the last 6 years.   There are 6 new learners in the Band and are all progressing well.  

They are continuing their programme of events – and will put the Concert on the Green between May and August this year.    They have attended several local events, such as the Remembrance parade in Winslow and they have raised funds for both British Heart Foundation and Parkinsons Association.

They continue to walk/play Christmas Eve and Christmas morning bringing the festive cheer to everyone in the village. 

They are always looking for new people to join and would encourage anyone to have a go, they are a non-contesting bank and offer a low membership fee.    They have recently changed to a more casual uniform at band practice, but for concerts and events the formal uniform will still continue to be worn.       

Arts and Crafts Club
This is a small group that meets on a Friday morning 10am to 12pm in the Village Hall.  They received a Worthy Causes Grant last year and this was used in part for a glasswork workshop.  
They are all about learning new skills and would welcome anyone to join as a good social event.



	6.
	Open Forum 

A resident was pleased to hear that the School was now able to refurbish the Victorian Building and will now be a purpose-built Nursery.  

It was offered by the Headteacher of the School that advertising for both new members for the Football Club and Cricket Club could be accommodated in the School weekly online newsletter and that parents would be aware of the facilities offered by these organisations. 
 
No further comments were made.





The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed……………………………………………………Date………………………………….

Chairman 
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