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Dates for your Diary.
WINTER LECTURES 2007.

51 Mary’s Pansh Hall, Osterley Road.

Alternate Thursdays at 8 pm.
15™ Fehruary Royden Stock “Ihe Gethic Spleadaar of
St Pancras Statios 1atel”
1 NEarch James Taylor “Trade with China®
15™ March. Anoe Savage “Hughenden and iMsraeli™

29th March Michuel Watis  “Flant Medicines
from vour Doctor”

Full details on Page 10. Tickets £4.00 ur £12,¢4 for the Four,
available at the door or in advanee from
Mrs Joan Mound, 5Y, Whitby Rosd, Ruislip, ITTA4 9DT,
MONDAY, 26'? APRIL - COACH TRIP

Oxburgh Hall & Ely — see bonking form enclosed

MONDAY, 3*° - SATURBAY 8" SEPTEMBER
SIX-DAY COACIH TOUR — SONVTH WALERS

Sce pages 14 & 15, and beeking form enclosed.
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CIATRMAN'S NOTES Ian Conucher

2006 has been 2 challeugiog yoar for the “Friends® and for me
personally. We have worked harmoniously with our new Property
Manager, Sian Harrington, while she settled into her new
surroundings; there have been a number of other changes in Trust
personnel, notably the departure of Philip King, the Custodian of the
House, who moved in August to 1 raral location in Devon,

Other recent arrivals who have been settling in during 2006 are Chief
Warden Terry Buttle, Assistant Warden Jamie Marsh, and the new
Garden and Park Manager Andy Eddy. Andy is heavily involved in
implementing the changes to the western sector of the woodlands and
gardens, announced in vur last issue. We look forward to seeing the
results of his efforts in the spring.

Carolize Sketchley joined the tesm in the summer, as Property
Asvivtant, and the new Cusiodian, Lonise Ayres, arrived at the end of
the seasqn, ).ouis: started with the Trust as a volunteer Room Steward
at Dunham Massey, and then came to the London area, working as
Assistant House Steward at Ham Iouse, From there, she went to the
Treasurer's House at York and then to Blickling Hall, Norfolk, as
House Manager. She came back to London in April 2005 as Custodian
at Sutton House. 'We welcome them all and look forward (o working
with them in 2007 and beyond.

I 'wish that I counld report a similar influx of new arrivals ready to take
part in the running of the “Friends”. My appeals in recent issues have
not brought any response, und I am still struggling to carry out the
duties of Chairman and “Lord High Everything Else” - Acting
Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, and Speaker Secretary. Brief “Role
Descriptions” for the Iast three posts are included in this issue; T hope
that there will be some response, as otherwise, with my increasing age,
and with other pressures on my time, including my wife's health
problems, I shall be forced to tender my resignation as Chairman in
May at the A. G. M. You have been warned!



NEWS OF MEMBERS. Ian Conacher
We are sorry to have too report the deuth vf JEAN GRIEVFE, My wik,
Audrey, wel her vver 50 vears ago, when she and her husband Siducy
owned n hairgressing salun in Ileston, We luter et them as supporiers
of the 1" Osterley Scouts, where their son was a junior keader when our
sGn was A cnb, Her colleague, volunteer gardener Lesley Orton writes:-

#Jeun wus a fong-term resident of Heston and & founder menther of the
velitnreer flower amnm teivn ul Osw.rfe_v Park Honuse. For ﬁfinn
years ske wus the tilented leader of the group of arrangers, and also
sndertook many of the special displays for evems I she House,

Her capacity for friendskip and hospitality was well known and abvaps
appreciuled. Muny of us have been guexts of her kome, where we were
e extremely wolcome, and where ske defighted in indwlging us with
T wonderful cakes and puddiags.

Stre will be nissed by many friends and fellony volunteers af Osterley. ™.

Ve have also lu report the death on Scplember 28" of ELTZABETH
HAWTIN, in bospital after u period of iliness. She had heen 4 member
of the “Friends™ and a yohmteer Roam Steward at Osterley from the
eardy 90°s until her move to Wimbledon a2 [ew yeau's ago.

Flizaheth had worked for many vears at British Airways, and became

secretary ta the fhen Chairman, Lord King, She was awarded un
B.B.E. for her services to Dritish Airways.

APOLOGY!

You will have noted that on the cover this ixsuc i dted December. Due
to various prexvures, 1we were wvable o meet this self~impesed deadline.

Future isswes witl be ideniified onlp by the seusont - like the Yrust's ovn
mugpuzine!

THE "FRIENDS” 100 CLUB. Ran Piper
The secaod draw of the year was made ar the *Triends” Reception on
284 Octaber, and the thivd on 2™ Decemher, at the Volonteers#
Christmss Party in the IEsuse.

Winners were:-

Owetober Devember
£ T8 Miss €. Diwvell 10 30 Nrs M. Longharn
£50 39 Mr W, Pleiffer SN 24 Mrs K, Smith
£30 6 MisNR Kx:lly £25 166 Mrs K V. Blacketi

£15 14 Dr & Mrs P. Bosh £15 7 M I . Conacher

£10 68 Mr & Mrs . Danicl £10 78 Miss C. Diwell

The Feurth and Goal draw of this series will be held at the Winter
Lecture oo 29™ Muarch

Membeers nf the “Friends”who are not Members of the 108 {'lubare
welcome at any Gwe, Aovone wishiog $0 join 2ow can do so by seading,
s cheque for £1500, pavable i» “Friends of Osterley Park™, to Roa
Piper, 44, Killawen Aveoue, Northolt, UBS 43T, This paymenl will
cover the final draw for the current competition and sl four draws for
the next competition vear which ruas from 1 April 2007 to 31° March
2008. Please vocluse 2 stumped sell-addressed vovelope so that your
Membership Card and the rules of the competition can be sent t¢ you.,

Ediders Nvte: « Our tharhks are due to Ron for organiting (his compition
Jor us. As most of pou know, ralf of the monep raised b this comperiivion
pues Lo fund the prizes. The other half, averaging heaween £808 & £1.004
sack pror, incraases the funds avoiloble to make denations 1o the
Nutionwal Trust at Qseerfcy. ¥our may By as many sRares as pou wish!

.




NEWS FROM THE PROPERTY Ian Conacher
The scafiplding and vetting erected Tor maintensnce work on the Kast
{ront ol 1be Ioosc has now been remaved, in time for the Christmas
opcring at weekends im early December, which were well attended.

The area behind the houwse was ¢losed vn December 17* to allow
restoration of the Parkland, woods, and gardens to commence, Ji is
planncd to re-open these arcas ta the public on 14™ March., with an
udmussion charges fur entry to the Gardens.

Leaves have heen shyw to fall during the warm autumn; the rain has
complicated leaf clcarance although the “blower™ which the “Fricuds®
houzht during (he year did pive soine assistance, The 3arden Lake was
stow to refill after the dryv swmmer, but is now approachiog the top of
ihe vyerfluw pipe. We hope that February will Iive up to its traditionsaf
reputation as “filldvke™.

"SITUATIONS VACANT! fan Conucher
Ve oeed ndditional suppoct in order got only (o yeduce the work load
on cxisting Committec members, but alse to ensble us v cxpund the
scope of vur gctvities, Applicants should, by aur Constitution, already

he Members of the National Truost and also of the “ Friends™, For more
detailg, ring me oo N20-6560-8523.

IHONORARY TREASURER

«  To wock closely with tie Chairman and the Committer, and to
attend meetings of the Commitiee at mtervals of 6 ta 8 weeks.

= To rveceive ang pay into gur bank cheques and cash as income
from subscoiptinns, ticket sales, trips & lours. and evens,

* To drafi cheques, far pasments of donatioms fo the National
Trust, 20d for the purchase of poods and services,

» To veport to the Cnmmitten on receipts and payments, carrent
balances, and foerecast commitments.

»  To lkeep records of income and expendifure, aod prepare these
lor annual inypection by the Examiner.
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR

» Ta wark closely with (be Chairwen and ather officers of the
Conmiltee, aml ta sticod meetings of the Commiiiee, oormally
st intervals of 6 - B weeks.

»  To eolkecl igformation and pictures from Cozmitlee members,
stafl at Usterley Park, and other sources, and produce “stories”

{or publication,
*« To prepare material for photocopying, and lisise with (he
printers,

« To organize asgembly of doroments and grrange for
distribution by post and by haxd.
s Compwter literary and same experience desirahle,

SPEAKER SECRETARY.

» To obtaim detaids of speakers, smbjects offcred, aad
recommendations fram other grouns as to thieir suitabdlity,

» Tomgake propossls to the “Friends™ Commartter on the selertian

of speakers,

To book venues for talks and aryange for equipment.

To arvange for publicity iu Jovad presy for apen meetings,

Tn prganise printing of tickets

® To wrrumge lor the pravision and sccviag of refreshments,

* To conlrol espenditure S0 that costs do not exceed income.

WE ARE NOT ALONE!

We bave had a kdter from former members Audrey and Mavrice
Ehiren, who pow live in Hove.. They enclosed & copy of the Newaletter
af Hrighton & Hove N.T.A. who have simifar prablems to aurselves in
persmading memhers to join the Committee. Their co-opted Chairman
and Newsletter Editor iz threatening to resign at their next A.G.M.!

PIHOTOGRAPHS. Jahn Staccy's péctures sbaw on the caver the
straw hat in the tapestry: the centre spread shows Christmas

decuraton uf u gallery mavtlepiece.
T






WEINTER LECTURES fanr Conacher.
Owur regolar secies ol waformal talks will be hcid as ususl in St Mary’s
Parish Hall; Osterley RoadIskeworth. This ym? we ahall be meeting
an Thnradays, st § pm. - =

-

On 15" February, we shall welcome Royden Stark, 0 talk shout the
restoration nf Gilbert Scull's Neo-Gothic lnlitcrpﬁcc. the Tormer
Midland Raitway Hotel at St Pancras Station, The building will be
centver(ed 10 a lnxury hotcl, and the statien is now bemyg extended (o
hecome the terminus of the Chaanel Tumngl Rail Link. Royden has
contribded tv several television pregrammes &alurmg the wanders of
Gilbert Scoft’s déeor.

On 1" March, sur ,speaher is James Taylor, Tlenoracy Curator of the

Rnyal Nevai ¥useum o Portsmouth Dl.’ldl?arft. adjacent Lo H.ALS.

Victary Him subject will be the growth of trade with China from the

17* ceatury onward, which contributed to the profusion of Chinesc
artefacts in Osterley House. .

15 Frbrusry sees the veturn of Aone Savapge, a National Trust
speaker. who will be talkivg ubout Hughenden Manor snd Disrael,
Anme is retired pharmacist, and has spoken (o us previousky.

Alga making a rcturn visil & Vicheel Wattx, also & Nationgt Trust
apeaker, who has sp-nlun to us oo 3 numher of aceasinns in past years.
Hs subject this Gme is "Plant Medicines fram yoor Dioctor”™.

Doors will epen a1 7.3D; fallowing the talk. coffee - or tea — and biscuits
will be served. We narmally clear the Hall hefore tD pm.

Ticlcts far each talk are £4.00, or £12.00 for the series of 4, and can be
obtained in advance from Mrs Inan Maeund; 59. Whitby Road, Ruislip,
[1A4 9DU, Cheques shoutd be made payahle to “The Frieads Of
Usterley Park™. Please eaclose n stamped addressed envelope for the
return of tickets, Alternatively, they muay be honght at the deor.
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THE STRAW HAT IN THE OSTERLEY TAPESTRY,
Margaret Friday,

Séraw hats kad hecn  worn by country peaple for centurics and
breume Exhionuhle in tivvn in the late 1600°s. Francks Child, founder
of Chid's Bask und Saoiwwd Pepyvs were cvateniporaries. avd wheo
Samuzl and Mrs, Pepys visited Hatfield jn 1667 she tried an a amntry
straw; Samucl dedared that Vit il boeome her mightily®.

In 1727 a Swise traveller, (harles de Samssure tells 19 that "yasily
becoming small buty of straw ware being woarn hy ladées af the highest
rank when they went walking or visting in town". At first these hats
were made locally in Bedfordshive, Llertfordshire or Buckiogkamshbire
bet the finest siraw came from Leghorn i Ifaly, which produced
wheat ftraw which wax lung, strong, smooth and flexibfe, allowing it to
be platted and made up more 2asily,

In Frunec, straw haty with a los craown and 2 wide brim, fastened with
ribbons ooder the chin ur behiod the hair, were called “Bergere” er
shepherdesses hats,

Qur Gobelia tapestry elose-up photographed by Johe Starcy shows the
delgbhd sheplerdrsses leat ju ull ils splendonr. The bats ulso appear
with Venss and Volean in the forge scene of the tapediry, from T%¢
Loves of the Gody by Hoacher. We kanw that Mark: Antainette was
amiliar with this tapestry for she scmf 4 copy as 4 proscnt to her
motber Maria Theresa. It stll hauys in the Malace In Vienna.

Maric Anteinctte, tho yrung Qoeen of France, and ker miiliner Rose
Berfin made the hat a very importait part of Ireach fashion. The hat
making materials, straw, ribbon and lace orginally caoe from arcuixd
Milun, which hceame known a8 “wmflfinery”. Rose. the first famouns
millites, had o shop m Parin @8c [.c Grande Maghol. Ax well as the
Queen of France, her customers Included the Czarina of Russia, and
muny of the Kughsh nobility and the Krench aristocracy. Rose became
kaown as Ministre de ¥odos by those whi ohjected to the Frivality of
the French courk

1.



After the French revalution she comtinued to yeake buls for Marie
Antoinetie before her caecution; alsv made the tricalore cackades worn
by 1hose supportiag the new regime. Rose travelled asound Furope to
visit her customers; she made bats for those in Esgland doriug her
stay. 3t is possible that she wade bats for Mrs Child, her daughter
Sarak Anne, Lady Westmorcland and ber granddsoghter Sarah
Sophia, Ludy Jersey, beforc shi retived m 1810,

This self-conciously rustic straw hat recorded so beautifully in our
Gobelin tapestry became the sophisticated choice worn by fine ladics
sitting for portraits by Gainsborough and Reynolds. The straw hat
was the height of fashion in eighteenth century Europe in town or in
the country - the perfect hat to wear on that summer weekend visit to
Osterdey Park Honse.

AN  EIGHTEENTH CENTURY  CHRISTMAS,
Margaret Friday.

The tenditional dressing of howses and churches with holly, ivy, yew
and fir tree boughs, was detailed by Joseph Addison, when describing
Sir Roger de Coverky's Christmas in “The Spectator” in Janmary
1732, Sir Francis Child was Addison's contemporary.

Sir Roger holds open house over the twelve days of Christmas and
welcomes cverybody to his great hall. He has had 8 large hogs
prepared and the meat distributed liberally around the village. In
addition, hog’s puddings and a pack of cards are sent to each poor
family in the parish. For those visiting the great hall a double quantity
of malt has been added te the beer and cold beef and mince pies are
always on the table. Sir Roger says "/ love to rejoice their poor hearts af
this season, and fo see the whole village merry in my great hall.”

As Sir Francis Child was Hogarth's model for the diligent apprentice,
we can only believe that he celebrated Christmas in the fashion of Sir
Roger. We know he was fond of a good party for he re-established the
lavish celebrations surrounding the Lord Mayor's insuguration when
he became Lord Mayor of London in 1698. That party cost him £4006!
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Later im tire 13™ ceatury Thomas North writes aboxt ellence
sdite A alury the ex¢
Christmas in 33 eminent London merchant's house: - o

"We Kad wirkles, geexe, copans, pudiings of a dozen sovts move than ¥
have ever seen it my life, hesides brapin, roast beef, minc'd pyes in

abundance and a thing they call plumb potiage which may be good
saems 1 e (o Fave 50 different jastess, <h may be good.. but

flier wines were nf the hest g8 were all the fiquors, in short, the God of
- 3 o

plenty seemed to reign here, and (0 muke sverything perfec. Or:{

company was every way agprceable, minhisg but mink and loyal Aealths

went round.

iIf & stranger vere o kave mrde on estimate of Lovdop from this place,

ke would imapine ; 7 2
e imagine it nut unlp the most rich but the most kappy city i vl

These descriptians of 13° century Christmas celchrations f,

. 2 roms Juscph
Addison and Thomsas North lesve ns with & vivid piclure of ‘l‘:w
Uskerkey I'ack House would have been st Chrishmas in the 13" ceatury.

Thcre'is a recipe for a “Mince Pye” (with or without meat) in “The
Esperienced finglish Househeeper” by Elizabeth Rafiald, publisked in
!?82. Mrs Glasse's recipe for plumeporridge, contaimed amawgst other
ingredienis a shin of beef, cuerants, awtmegs, cdoves, prunes, raisms,
and a quary each of sock and clarct, plus 3 pounds supar. This wonld
“o:ol:;t' for Thomas North's dficeky in describing the taste of a plum
P .

TRIPS AND TOURS Tan Conacher

Om the following pages, Jim Tickle describes the Hin i
erary for the six
dxy toor of South ¥Wales, Audrey uod I have visited many of the sites

on Jim's itinerary, aod can sssure you that there arc treats in store!

fidditionnlly, Jim is prepanag 4 programme for day trips each nwnth
i the summer. The first of these is to Oaburgh Hall and Ely cathedral
an Moxzday, 16™ April. This is a return visit; | have happy memories of
aor visit there im the mid 90°s. A booking form is incduded herewith.

Dretails of trips later in the year im our next iske,
12



Excursions 2007 Jim Tickle

Beforg émbarking on tuture plans, may | share with you some of the Gonnments that
| received from several satisfied customeds sfter our Septamber break In Cunmwall,

a dellghtful holiday. The accormmadation was great and tha company — wall —
what can i say! | was 3o pleased to visil such a varled selection of properties, some
| had wanied 0 sec for yaars, (Ohtre Maria)

! loved the first post of call, A La Ronde. Its small, round {18-sided actuslly) and
perfect. We gazed up at the Shell Gallary which is too fraglle to withatand Lhe
patier of not-so-liny fest. Anocther favourlle was the garduns end suraundings of
I anr!ydrack, with a stunning display of calourful flower beds.  In the tortuous lanes
leat!mg t¢ Castle Drogo, whan our coach met @ convoy of QnComing cars. | was
reminded of the Imesiatible force mesting the Immovabie objest . [Joar Scarar)

... Slch an enjoyable hézlida;}. It e many years sinca | went to that counly sod It
twougt back scme very happy mamorles. rGwei. Foy}

8 mas! mamarable Cornish Hollday, - conductod with vour usuat axpertise, uplwnb
kindness and foebearance. | couldn t have hed a better fime. (Dorts S);m':aauyd)'

We wers lucky with the accommodation, the weatncr, Lhe driving and the places 1o
visit. 1 had forgetten how spacial Comwall is. {Pai } foraoy

..... another suceeasiul holkday. The Friends are tnuly frlendly an these frips.
(Rita Fard)
I bad a grend tims.  If there s 2 14 next yaar, | hopa | shed be able to come or; that
one, 100, {Ofive Caktetrasd)

Az]d yes, Olive, As you may have already discovered trern the booking forrn inside
thie Neyvsle!tar. there Is another six-day break planned for 2007, based 4 the
Unlversity of Wales In Cerdiff, an ldeal stepping-off paint for an exclting tour of the
many unlqua stiractions of Soulh Wales. We have already meerved the usual
single en-gsulle _half board accommodation In Lhe Universlty s Talybrnt Vilage
camplex, which is close to the City centra and Cardiif Custle and the dala for yau
diary is Monday, 3™ to Saturday o Esptember.,

Cardiff City Hall, *

| am very pleased to say that we have even
been fortunate anough to maintain the cost at
current prices which, at just £319, represents
excellent value. Though there are not many
National Trust properties in South Wales, the
Trust has a reciprocal arrangement with thair
Woelsh counterpart, Cadw, which grants to NT
members free admission to their properties on
presentation of a current NT Membership card.
Entry fees may be payable at other places, e.g.
St. Fagans, Caerleon and Cardiff Castle, - but

as of yot, v ars unable to guote detalls, though | rust thal any exira adnisslon fees
wlll be relatively nominal. OQur proposad programme |3 curantly baing arranged,
but shodld include all three of the National Trust properies |Jsl north-west aof
Cardiff, i.e. Aberdulals Falls, Dinefvar Park and the Dalaucothi Gold Mines (detalls of
which can bo fourd o pages 335, 340 & 341 of the 2006 NT Handbook). We
should be able to vistt these three propertiee in ane day, but be advised that a gocd
pair of walking shoss is recommendad at both Aberdulals and Bolaucothi.

Apart from the beauty of its mayntaina and vallays, tha turbulant history of Wales
and its struggles with i1s Enghsh nslghbour is well documented by the vast numbar
of castlas domirating the landscape,  We plan (0 vislt two castles owned by Cadw.
Caerphilly, the largast cactle in Wales was buik betwasn 1268 and 1271 by Gilbert
fhe Rad de Clare, a powerful red-headed nobleman of Norman descent who was in
dispute with the pawerful Welsh lced, | beaelyn,  In 1648, Cromwel! s soldiers trled to
destmy the castle, but only succeecsd in lilting the south-aast towar, which stili
leans at a perllous angle over the moat. Castell Coch Is chisfly considered as a
romantic folly, reoreseniing 8 medievsl Welsh ¢hieftain 3 stronghold,  Built in the
1870 5 on Lhe ramaing of & genuing 13" cenlury caslle that was perhiaps originafty
owned by Glibert da Clare, Castel! Coch was designed by William Burges for the 5"
Marquess o Buto and possossas the most amazing interor decoralion.

A visit 1o the small town of Caearlgon takes s much further badk iro the histaric
reart of South Yales, Here was (he 50-acre slte of the Rowran leglonary fortress of
Iace, the permenent bass of tha Second Augustan Legion in Brita'n from about
AD?5. One cannol fall 10 be Improssed by the remarkable preserved remains of Lhe
fortrees baths, bemacke and amphithestre.

Qur most relaxing Jay will probably be a dalighttul drive via the spectacular scenery
of the Black Moumtaing 1o Hay-an-YWym, a chaming town renwhed s 3 paradise
for book ~—lovers. Even s tiny, tumbledown castle has been converted to a second-
hend bookstall  There is quite 8 significant number of ecclesiastical sites in South
Weies, e.g. Tintarr, Uentany, Nesth, end our mule back to Cerdiff iskes us Ihrough
the Golden Yalley with a brief call at the Clstercian Abbay Dore, built by French
monks in 1147 and sl ysed a3 a most natahle Parish Church.  Close by are the
Abbey Dore Courl Gardens which, lima permitting, »#l ba wall worth & visit.

Our slay in Ceardil” would ntl ba complete wilhout a trip ta nearby St Fapgans, the
Museum of Welsh Lifa In the grounds of St Fagans Castle, a 16" cantury manor
hause. Like the Weald and Downland HMuseum In Sueeex, it contains re-erected
buidlegs o different hislovical purieds, inchading houses, @ schod, faim, chapal
and a splendid Warkmen 3 Instifute, glving the visitor an Insight Into the rch hertage
and culture of ‘Wales.




