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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

“KRIENDS” EVENTS:-

Wedneyday, October 25™ _ Autumn Reception and Presentation
on Garien Developments in the Fark 7 for 7.30
p, in the Old Brew-hnuse - see oppositc page.

‘I'hprsdays, 15 February, 1%, 15™, and 29* Mareh -
“Winter Lectores”, St Mary's FParsh Hall,
Osterley Road, 7,30 for 8 pm. — details of
speakers in pext issue.

TRUST EVENTS (Details in enclosed leaflct):-

Sunday Octoher 22 “Osterley’s Autmimn Cobonvs”

Sanday October 207 “Family Ghost Tour™

Tuesday October 31™ “Halloween Ghost Tour”

Friday November 3™ “Putting the House to Bed”
(including Junch.}

Satwrdsy November 4" “Putting the Hovsc 1o Bed”

(imcloding Murning Colfee}
Thursday 7 December - “Christmas Decorations Warkshop™

Satunfays & Sundays, 2%, 3™, 0%, 10%, 167, & 17 -
“Christmas 1t Osterley”

Sundeays, 3% 10% & b o #Carols in the Stable Yard”
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES. TAN CONACHER.
The major stary featured m (this issue is (¢ Anoounccment by the
Trost af their decision to separate the “Plepsure Grounds™ and the
field and woodland b¢hind the House from the remainder of the Park,
with an admission charge for this arer, The bope is that this will
provide funds for repairs and improvements to the paths and buildings
and allow the re-creativa of Mrs Child’s 18® Certury Flower Carden.
Full details of the proposals are given on a fater page. and wiil be
presented 1¢ Members at 1be Autemo Reception im the Old Brew-hnuse
or 25" Qctober, at 7 for 7.36 pm. A glass of wine will be served before
s meeting, Please be prampt , a5 the Park gates will elose at 7,31

I apnlogise for the ghorl notice: this news has broken at the thme when
I was endeavenring to compile this Newsletter, and has itevitably
cansed further delay in goigp into print. :

The sitation is apgravated by the lack of response to my appeals in the
last izme far & member able t¢ spare time put together the Newsleiter,
writing up the ocws and lisisinmg with the Printexs. Nor has any
member olfered to fill the post of Hon, Trneasurer, lefi vacant by the
resignation of Paul 1.aas, oz to take on the job of finding speakers and
arranging our scries of talks. T hope that some help will he forthcoming
belore our A.GDL in May, as willt other pressures on my time | shall
not be able (0 coatinue with these extra duties bevond that date.

In spite of these problems, the “Friends™ have continued te function
through this pasi summer (hanks 1o Lhe support of members of the
Committee. Once more Jim Tickle has provided a series of day trips
vach moanth, usd 4 full and vaned iocrary far the sommer towr. This
year the chosen venoe was Cornwall and I huve had glowing verhal
reports from members participating - but nothivg o writing]
opcfully someoac will give me an article for the December isspe,

Mamy mewbhers will he aware that this has beew a difficult year for me
personally, due o my wile's health problems, I am glad to sy that she
is still in gond spirits; eur thanmks are due to the sopport of the
Committee in recent months.
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NEWS FROM THE TRUST IAN CONACHER

‘The proposal tn develap the ground behind the Ilouse was annonnced
(6 a special meeting of Volunteers on 30™ September. It is iotended
that the existiog Pleasure Grounds will be developed to recreate Mrs
Child’s ¥lawer Garden, providing furwn! sress where 18" cemtury
guwesis ¢ould have stevlled at their leisure, This will aisa luclude
restoring the Grade I listed bulldiugs jo the Garden, dredging the Inke,
and repairing walls und paths

‘To Fand these works 2nd muke impraovements to visitor facilities, en
entry charge will be introduced for the new Gardee Ares, with the
West Meadow and woodlsnds. To allow the work to proceed, the ares
will be closed from 17th Deccmber 2006 to 14 March ZD07. Opening
boors wil he 11 am to 5 pm, Wednesdays to Sumdxys. Eutry will be
free (0 Trust wembers; slmission for non-members to Honse and
Garden will he £7.50 and Garden only £3.00.

The plan 10 dewelop the Gardens, and iotroduce charging for
admiggion, has been under consideration for mauy veurs, Indeed T can
recall discnssions oo this sohject with the then Regienal Land Agent in
the early nioeles. Al lhat 1ime # was my vicw that the rondition of the
area in question did aol offer sufficicot “added valuc® for charging to
be acceptable. However the improvemewnts already made zad those
projecied have chxuged the situation.

The need for this hes beconie more pressing with the increased rosts of
wanaging the Property, which is now over £1,000,000 s year. Funding
for vhis eapenditure wounld ideally be pmvided by a capital endowment,
buot, a5 with mavy other Trust prapertias, Osterley’s endawient fuad
folls drastically short of the sum required, It is boped that ultimately
the corts of the improvements to the Park and Gardens will gof ooly
pay for themsxelves but =zenerate addifional incomwe to offset the
shortiail i the endowment.

A map showing the location and cxtent of the area to be enclosed is
shown opposite.
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Plan showing proposed garden area
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NEWS OF MEMBERS.

It is with regret that I bave to advise of the deaths of a nmmber of
Members in recent weeks,

David Beckert, of Jersey Road, bad been a memher since our
formation in 1991,

Leslie Eckersall also joined in our carty days; ke way a Menber
of Meston & Dleworih Rotary Club, and with bis wife Rene was 1
regular volanteer Room Steward in the House.

Tom Folley was abso a volumteer, frequendy driving the
“C'onrtesy Bus™, [1e had spent many ycars sverseas with his wile
Margaret, as Station Mamager for B.O.A.C, later Dritish
Airways

Pat Head was at one time 3 patron of Jim Tickle's trips, before
her health deterioratedl,

Geoff Spice was » Member of 1sleworth Prohoy Club, and also 4
volunteer Courtesy Bus driver.

Misy . Young was alse 3 Member from (he early days ol the
“Triends".

Our sincere condolences go to the Famlilies of these Members.
S e

It wonld be a pleasant change v be able 10 kear eccavionally from

Members who have pood mews (o share with as, of special fomily
events, children's ov grandchildren’s succexses, and so on!
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THE. MOUNTING BIL.OCK - MARGARET FRIDAY.

The very fine mounting block in the stable-yard at Osécricy is
pictured on nur centre pages; there are many other examples
aronnd the coentryside. Severak churches in Kent ksve similar
blocks, including Herstmoceaux, Sandhurst, and Lympuoe, for the
vuse ul ladies wku preferred to ride (o church but needed the
assistance of a block to remsont. An example was seem at
Trellisick in Cornwall during the “Friends” sammer tour.

There were very specific rule for the proportions when
cosstructing a mounting —blotk. which have been publisbed by
Ride UK. TIeight of the block, depth of the sirpy amd space
sorrounding the blork are carefilly listed .

There is na evidenee dling us how Jong this hlock hax been in
the stable-yard. We know that there wete very Mie harses in the
Ostertey stable. The ladies of the Child family zad their visitors
probably enjoyed ridimg, un there is a colour shetch of Robert
Chikd with his wiflc and daughter with a chestnut horse and a
amall dog.

In tke 13" Century ladies rode side-saddle. and wore long
spectaltly styted skirts for this activitcy. Moanfing a horse frem
the ground woull nok have heen feagible in the long skdrt and
female version of the hmuting jacket Tt would have been much
easier (0 mwount 2 horse fvoum the hlock.

1t s prabable that fhe block was also used by gentlemen whose
love of wine and food bad rendered them incapable of mounting
a horse without its aid!

{The Osterley exemple wondd seem fo bove beer corved frum one
block of stowe. It now finds use as an adventure playgrownd for
yonng childreni)
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OSTERLEY DAY, 9™ JULY.

The sun blazed dowit an the Park an this eventfid day; not only
was this a bip day for Osterleys it was also Men’s Finals Day at
Wimbledon and the football World Cup Final in Rerlin, Whether
il was duc to these competing atéractions or simply the heatf,
visitor numbers were fesver than in previous years

Members of the Committee joined Audrey aad myself on the
fund-raining stalls. Ouwr traditional efforts with Bric-a-Brac,
Books, and lTombola were supplemented om the day by
donations: Hilary Ranger's tenm of flower arrangers, who fill
vascs for dispiay in the Uonse threughuut the season. produced
8 nomber nf small acrangements for sale, and Jean Beckett gave
us 20 punnets of fresh picked cherries! Lo total, approximately
£650 was raised by our efforts. Thanks are due to Members and
their relatioms for their help ic achieviog (hiv todal,

SUMMER IN THE PARK.

Sadly, the seven cygnefs whose arrival way recorded in our Tast
isyue have nol survived. We are not sure of the canse of their
demise - whetber it was slanghier by foxes or some toxic algae in
the lake; however the herons and visiting terns are sall fishing!

The water Jevel in the Garden Lake (ell to a very low level by late
September, and we shali need more than a few heavy showers to
bring it hack to the level where it overflows into the Lower Lake.

Horse Chesinut frees in the Park - and m loral streets — have
heen seriously affocted by ibe aclivities of a keal miser weoth,
whase larvae desiroy thke veins of the leaves; these then turm
brown and fal) earty., The muth, Cameravia (hrideila, was first
seen in the T.K, m 2002, at Wimbledon, and has spread widekly in
Sonth East England. Its long-teym effects are not known.
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STAFF NEWS.

Custodian, Phiip Kiog, left Osterley in mid-Augusi, as forecast
in ur kst vsae. The Tost was flled ¢emparavily by Kathleen
Patersgn, who has ia turm mnved on to a ncw past with the Tate
Gatleries. LOUISE AYRES has now been appointed as the new
Cuxtvdiae. and will take up the post in November. Louise started
working for the Trust at Dunham Mussey, and Jater as Assistant
lHouse Steward at Ham. 'Ibis was followed by (ime at the
‘Irgasurer’s House, York, and Blickling Mull, Nosfolk She hus
heen Custodian at Swtion House since April 2005 In the
mesntime, Property Manager Sian will be supporiiog Alan
Rideout in the running of the Honse.

We recorded the appointment of CAROLINE SKETCHLFEY in
our last issue. Originally fram Dorset, we now learn that she
comes trailing clouds of glory, with a degree in Arts and Heritage
Management from the University of Greenwich. She has worked
previonsly at Dunster Castle in Somerset. Her interests are
Theatre, painting in watercolours, and drawing.

Omlc;y Toasc from thelfod
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The Adam Garden fionge

The Temple of Pun
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“FRIFNDSY [TUNDRED CLUB.

Ay most of you will know, this is a fund-raising schenmie which
inclodes & number of Prize Draws, There ave § draws £very Ycar,
each with a top prize of £160. Members pay a subscription of £12
gach April — or £3 for each draw. Half their sabgcription goes
intv the priee draw fund, and the other half goes to fuud the
activitics af the National Trust at Osterley.

The first deaw of 2006/7 was held on July 9th, Osierley Day, and
thie winoers were:-

£100 96 Ms MLC. Cooper

£50 127 Mr & Mrs O, Bignell
£25 78 Miss . Diwell

£16 81 Miss A M. Gibbs

£ 5 28 Mr & M McMichael.

The second draw will be held at the Awtumn Reception on 25"
October, snd the third ar the Volunteers Christmas Farty on
December 2™,

Aoy “Friend” whn wislies ta join the “10¢ Club” for the last
three drows of this senics should send a cheque Tor £9.00, made
cut the “Fricnds of Osterley Park”, tos-

Kon Piper,

44, Kilowcen Avenue,

Nuriholt. UBS 40T,
Cheques shoutd arrive by 21" October, Please catlose a stamped
self addressed envelupe for yonr membership card
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THE EAGLES AT OSTERLEY PARK

The two eagles which add to the majesty of the entrance s1air at
Osterley were a heruldic embdem of the Child fmily. Orvigiually
the birds held adders in their heakx hut those were stolen at
sumctime jn the pas¢ and never replaced.

The 1782 inventory drawn up by Israel Lewis and William
Linocll lists a pamr of large leaden eagles in the Great
Greenhouse, which burnt down in 195¢ Were these hirds later
mounfed on the pedestals by the slaws? This huildmyg burnt
Jown in 1950; did eagles adorn oiher buildings at Osterley?

The eagle appears in the honse carved above a mirver in the
family rooms upstairs, and again i the State bed designed by
Robert Adam in May 1776 at the request of Robert Child. 'I'he
Child ¢rest of the eagle with the adder in its beuk is worked ioto
the valanee alang with the mangodd. As the gilver embroidery
hax tarnished te groy, it is naw difficult to sce these detaila today,

'The ondy eagles bearing coronets around their necks are the pair
at the cutrance. The coronets arc thoaght to have heen added
after 18304 wher Sarah Sephia married George Villiers, who
heeame the S Earl of Tersey in 1805.

The eagles were repaired in about 1995, H was thea found that
these begvy birds, so frequently climbed onm by children, were
fixed in position by n very small holding screw. It was fortunate
that the caglcs dil not topplc off the balustrade whea moueted
by an energetic child. They arve now securely fixed; however,
gven with their precarious position, with steps on one side and a
sheer drap to the groond om ¢he other make them unreitable
climbing frames, they still attract children tg Jdiel on them|
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“FRIENDS”AUTUMN RECEPTION.

OLD BREWLIOUSE,
OSTERLEY PARK,
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 25™, 7 pm.
PRESENTATION OF PROPOSALS FOR
GARDEN AREA TO WEST OF HOUSE BY

PROPERTY MANAGER, SIAN HRRINGTON,

Wine will be served during the rvesing.

Car Parking in the stable-yard

PLEASE COME EARLY
PARK GATES WILL BE CLOSED AT 7.30 pm

UNTIL AFTER THE MEETING.
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