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THE DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

OSTERLEY DAY, 9" JULY.

ON THIS DAY, ARTISTS HANG THEIR WORKS
ON THE PARK RAILINGS, DRAWING A LARGE
CROWD TO VIEW AND PURCHASE

ON THIS DAY, THE “FRIENDS” SET UP THEIR
FUND-RATSING STALLS. WE NEED GENEROTIS
DONATIONS FROM MEMBERS FOR THESE.

« THE BRIC-A-BRAC STALL sells glass, fine
china, ernaments, costnme jewellery, cic

¢« THE TOMDOLA STALL gives a prize every
time, and needs donations of items large and
small ~ anwanted gifts, euddly toys, cans of soft
drimks, etc.

* THE BOOK STALL s¢lls good clean hard and
soft-backed hooks, tapes, CDY's, videos, etc.

CGffers to Audrey and Ian Conacher on (020) 8560 8523
by 30 June, Ideally we would prefer delivery to our

homge in Isleworth or to the Volunteers' Tea Room at
the House. Where essential, cullection can be arranged.

COME ON TITE DAY - TO HELP OR TO BUY!
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HELP WANTED! 1AN CONACHER.
There are a nuniber of crises facing the “Friends” at this time.
First and most vrgent js the need for sepport oa “Osierley Day™.
This has for maoy years been our major foud-raising eveuni,
contribuliug several bundred pounds annually to cur fumds.
Uedivated éo purchases tor the National Trust at Osterley,

The Nutice opposite gives details of donations wanded fux the
stalls, but we meed additional members to hetp In staffing the
slalls. For various reayons, some of our regular helpess will not
be available this year, so the need is urgent. Experience not
requived ~ but il you have ever helped vn a4 Srout, Guide, P.T.AL
or ather stall you would be doubly welcome o the team!

Secondiy, we have a Membership problem. As I write in early
June, ahout 25% of Members bave not yet renewed their
subscriptions, and the oemher of contributors to the 100 Club*”
is alse down. At the Amnuyl General Meeting on 3™ May, it was
decided to posipone the first Draw of the 2006/7 scason: vy will
now he held on Osterley Day. A reminder notice is included with
this wewsletier for those who have molt yet renewed thejr
subscrigitions or their membership of the “L00 Chub”.

Thirdly, we have a crisis situation on the “Friends” Committee.
Our Hon. Treaserer, Paul Lucas, (vtls us thad fur family reasons
he will be out of the UK for a large part of each year, and will
therefore be umable to provide the continuity nceded Tor this
post. A replacement is therelore required, preferahly wilh the
campaoter skill which Paul has brought to the job — nithough this
is not essential!

Neal yeur, T will be cetebrating a landmark birthday and feel It is
time to start reducing my work boad. There hay so far heen no
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response to my appeal in the Iast issue for assislance with the
puthing together of the Newslelter — someone more romputer
literate than myself, and with more ime tn sparve,

I nlso would be glad to have A member 1ake vn (he rule of
“Speaker Svcrelary”, to take yver the organisation of pur
“Winter Lectures™, to book the ETsll, find suitable speakers, and
set mp the equipment for the evening,

Withoot some help in these mreas, 1 shall have seriously 1o
comsider whether 1 con contioge adequately to poform as
Chawrman,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 37" MAY 2006,

This was not so well attended as in past years, possibly hecause of
the earlier date. T'he Oficers and Committee were all re-clected
ungpposed. Mimutes will be circulated in dae couorse, but 1 mast
al this time mgain thank the Commitier for their snpport during
the year, and also thank Alan Rideout for his talk on St George's
Chapel, Windsor, where he has served for many ycurs as a
Yolouteer.

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER,

Members who have nai yet paid their Snbacription will find a
reminder form enclosed with (hs Newsleiter. We would like to
receive all guistanding subscriplions by the enil of thiy mourth.

Those of yon who were also members of the “100 Qlub” up to
J1st March may use one chequae to pay the Cluh Subseription on
the same form. This will cover your entry 1o the first draw of the
20:06/7 senson, to be held in ¢he Park on Osterley Day, 9 July.

4.

100 CLUB DRAW, 22™ March

This draw was held at the last of omr YWimter Lectmres in St
Mary’s Parich Hall. Winners were:-

Mrs M. Groombridge No. 143 £500.00
Mir P, Howard No., 139 £60,00
Mr P.B. Ratcliffe No. 63 £30.00
¥rs S. Underwood No. 2 2000
Mr R,L. Sleight No. 65 £11.00

Total income doring the year from 143 members was £1,662,
with half going to fhe Prize fund and the balapte of £83]
arailable for purchases for the National Trust.

New Members are always welcome, and may porchase one or
morr shares at £12.00 gach for the four draws each year.
Cheques shuuld be sent tv Ron Piper, 44, Killowen Avenue,
Northoll. Biddlesex, UBS 40T, to arrive in time far the first
draw of the mew season in the Park on Osterley Day, July 9™,

Remember - our odds are better than the National Lottery!
COUR PICI'URES THIS ISSUE.

Oar cover picture is a detail of the plastor pictare frame in the
lihrary, featuring the lace of Minerva. and the centre spread is a
detaid of the Adam Mantlepiece in the Library, with the Orrery.
These which form the subjecis of Margaret Friday's article in
this issue.
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NEWS FROM TITE TRUST.

Breaking news is that Philip King, Custodian of the House, will
be taking up a new appomtment as Assistant Property Muwmager
for the Trust at Coleton Fishacre, near Brixham in Devon. Philip
tias been at Osterley for some yeary, and will be remembered for
his tromhone playing and for his spirited performances as the
dragen in the Osterkey Muommers Chrisfmas play.

T'here are a number of new faces at Osterley. Yussif Muslim has
been appoinied as House and Function Steward, filling the gap
left by Gary Enstore’s move fo Lyme Park in Cheshin.
Caroline Sketchley bas been appointed as Property Asvistaot,
replacing Farah wha Icft in Scptember (o staet a2 teacher teaining
course, and there are two new Car Park atteodants, Neil Henken
and Tony Mans.

Many members will already be aware of ¢he Trust's decision to
make facilities available at certaiv prupertiex. for Corporate
Hospitality and “Fine Dining”, Osterley is vne uf the properties
suvlceted for such cvents — fruly u case of “What gues around
comes around”, as the Touse was used by Robert Child the
banker for entertaining clients in the 18™ century, and more
recemth by the V & A when they were managing the property!

Addlitionally, it is hoped to erect 4 semi-permanent Marjuee for
vvents at the south cod of the lawn behiod the House (where it
will largely be screvmvd by trees). Thiy will hepelully make it
wnnecessary (o have tents on the frunt lawn for weddingsl

Developments of this kind are becoming more common in maay
areas of what must now be called “the Heritage Industry™. Even
Royal Palaces sach as Hampton Court, Kensington, and Kew are
having to raise fonds io thiyv way!

8.

NEWS OF MEMBERS,

In our last ssue we omitted to record the death, after a long
perind of dlineqy, of Tooy Underwood. Tony was well known in
the community, having heen for many years organist at St Paul’s
Church, Brentford. and conductor of tke Weat Landon Opers
Group, Tn the 1990°s, he shared with Tloward Stephens the task
of conducting “Carols in the Stableyard™ each Christmas. Onr
condolences go ta his wife, Sheila,

We have also to recerd the passing of Doris Coleman, of Usteriey
Crescent, one of our founder smcmhers,

On a hrighter nete, we send our good wishes to Olive Marke, a
tounder member af the “Triemla™ Steerimg Comamiitee set up by
the Trust in 1990. Olive scryved two terms as “Chair™ {sic) of the
Ezling National ‘I'rust Assaclation, and was a tower of strength in
our early days. live bhax maved to Baih tv bre near her family --
but T wourld not be surprised to hear that she is again active in
Trost affairs in her new location!

NEWS FROM TTIE PARK, After a wet May, when the water
level in the garden lake risc almost to the overflow, the recent
hot dry weather is causing the level to fall onee more. However,
there are plenty of waterfow! on the Inke, and the residest pair of
swan3 have prodoced seven cygnets. As well as the berous, there
are accasionsl lshing fyrays by single cormorants and terms.
Misging, however, are the Great Crested Grebe; I have not acen
aiy on efher lake for some months.

SPARK SEATS ON DAYTRIPS! Five seais are available on the
tstp o Charlecote & Stratford an 3™ July and d on the trip to
Mosetey Ohl Hall yn 16™ August. Contact Jim Tickle an {020)
3344 4174.for details.
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ENIGHTENED LIVING AT OSTERLEY - NATURAL
FINIILOSOPHY, THE ARTS
AND THE ORRERY MARGARET FRIDAY
The Orrery supported by arabesque boys leatures as part of the
tbecoration in the marble fireplaces in the Library - but what is
sn orrery and why is it so called?

An Orrery is f model of pur solar sysient in which the plaoets
ave moved by clockwork to demonstrate their movement sround
the sun, There is a large example on display in the
Enplightenment Gallery ail the Britiah Museun.. It was iaveated in
ahnut 1710 by George Grahamt, John Rowley made one for
Charles Boyle, 4® Earl of Orvery and named it in his honour
rather than (or the inventor, Many people have suspected thak
the name was 3 derivation from the orbeis whieh the matrument
dispinys so clearly. The Orrery was described as “one of the
literary ornameats of the reign of Queen Anne™

In the age of Enlightenment the Urrery Lhecamse a pogular
amuosement aud 2 progressive teaching device for it helped man
to understand bis world. There are many references to the Chidd
family interest in eighteemth cestury natural phikasophy (now
calied science)} and the arfs in the Library.

Above the marble fireplace shawing the Orrexy is the face of
Minerva, goddess of Wisdom, forming part of Robert Adam's
plaster picture frame for Antenso Zucchi's painting of Sappho
writing her verses. Apart from Mioerva hersell the library
depicts a number of important women. Sapho is flanked by a
Mus¢ presenting Ovid with a pen made (rom a feather fram
Crpid’s wing. Its compamion v Virgil reading 1o Rowan
emperor Avgnsios and hs wife Octavia, no important Roman
WOoman
10.

Apzel fopm Mineryy herwelf (he Liboary is (iled with paiutiogs
of powerful women. Above the entrance door is DBritarnia
rewarding the arts and sciences, flanking this is Mioerva and
Apoilo and the mases representing the arts and portvy On the
right Plate with bis disciples, Nest ¢o the fireplace, Aspasia
discusses politics with Socrades and Perieley, Tia peadant showa
Catullus writimg an epitaph on his mistress’ bird - a clear
refercnee tn Mrs. Child's avisry amd love of hivds. Over the
fireplace Anacreon hongurs the three grares. On the wndow
wall Pythagoras is shown frecing birds and animaids and finally
Aristippus diseovcrs mathematical marks ow the beach where he
and hiy companions have heen shipwrecked wevealwg (hal the
wlagd is inhabited thws depicling observation aidimg in the
undenstamiling of the world.

Inierestingly some writers, incloding TNoreen Varwood in her
book Roherli Adam published in 1970, atiribute the Library
paintings &t Osterley fa Angelica Kaufifiman rather than Aatonie
Zucchi. Apprlica was another example of an impor{ant woman
and a tadeoied artist. Zwncchi was courting Angelica whilst
working at (sterley and is suid tu have used her work as his
imspiration. They married im (78f and returaed to Italy. Her
influence may be seen here regardless of who actually did the
paintings in the lbrary. The islaid panels by Christopher
Fubricog on the commedes ie Drawing Room showlng “Sacred
and profane love” are based on her paigtingr.

'The Grisaille portrait of Sir Kaae Newton in the Entrance Hall
draws attention 1¢ the pursnance of enlightened philosophy by
the Chidd fxmify, The Chidds displayed their delight ju the arts
and sciemces by decoveting ibeir howse using the Iatest ideas,
creating a fine exampie of endighteaed Jiving, with Robert Adam
and Angelica Kaunffmza portraymg Mmerva, Coddess of
Wisdom Sir Isazc Newton aml that insirument ol the
sdlightenment and Hterary ornament, the Orrary
1.



