tisehd Confacts

aﬂmm
Conncher
(20 A 233

Memboehlp Secratary
Juln Junasp
000 8232 8%

2% The Friends of Osterley Park

A Supporiers Group for the Natiorniol Tiust

NEWSLETTER

Issiie 59 Decetulier 2005

L




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE STABLEYARD

Sundays 4% 11%, & i8™ December, 2.30 - 3.30 pm,

LONDON WALKS WTTT DORES SHERWOOD

12 December — Drapers' Hall Fulky hooked!

WINTER WORK TO TREES IN OSTERLEY PARK

. th
Waylk with Sian Harriagton — Deve mber (37 10 am.

WINTER LECTURES 2(HI6

St Mary’s Parish IEall, Osterley Road, Wednesdays, 8 pm

February g RJike Walls — Gurdeos of the Al T'rost

Tebypary 22" Johu Garrod — L'he History of Fleet Sireet,
i p slow
4 3" Agdvea Cameron - The Histary ol Houns
i Hipgh Street
March 22 sinn Harvinglon ang) Ruth < G

Sattn House - i1 Hintery and
Place i the Canmntdy

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES LAN CONACIHIER
We are coming 1o the end of a year of very mixed fortumex for the
Trugt at Osterdey and for the “Friends”. 'Ihe decline in the nember
of Americgn visitors to the LK, since “9.11" has affected visitor
numbers ta Trust propcrtics, snd the evenis of b July this yeur
liws increased this effect. The departure of mauy leng-serving
merahers of yiaff from Osterley has thrown an additicnal huvden

“on those remaining,

With all these problems, it is encouraging to see that the Pyrk iy
still retaining its attraction for the day veyitor, demonstrated by rhe
number of familics wha bring their pienics io the summer nonths,
In pruticular, the CGlenn Miller Band Concert in Angusi brought a
masy of vigitors, with the front lann being packed with picnickery,

For the “KFriends”, this lias been a successful vear; membership has
remained stewdy, and the Committee’s efforts have liad o good
svolume of support. “Wioler Lectures” were well attended, and our
efforts on Ostexley Day were rewarded by a satistactory income.

Jim Tickle’s Trips and the tour of Tancashive were alse well
supporied, amil Doris Sherwood’s London Walks have aliraeied 2
stendy followwing — and brought in a useful sam far our finds!

Financizlly, the *Friends™ starved the vear with waney in the hank,
having speat littde of onr income duriog 2304, This year we have
made severnl capital purchases, incloding Bicveles tor the use of
the Purdc Wardens, snd a3 Leal Blower ta reduce the time aod effort
needed (o gather Mxlfen leaves. These purchases are wlditionsl (o
ongoing support for the cut flower gardeners, the Trust's
Newsleiter, mainienauce of Battery Cars, amd Falucation Projecis,

Our thanks are due tv Members for their snpport, ané ver best
wishes go f0 you all {or a Mewry Uhristnas and a Happs New Year!
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NEWS FROM EILE TRUST

STAN MMARRTNGTON joins ns from Sntton Honse where she hay
heen Property Manager simoe 2002, Sian has previously worked
at local authority musenms in Tattenbmn, Southampton and
Newport, Tler successes have included achicving Iotiery fusding
for a building restoration project in Svnthampion; mapaging an
inaovetive new citzenship projret for secondary schouls in
Tottenham; making a successfil  application for  national
designation stadux for the art aud archacobory cellections in
Sauthampion; and achieving a Gulbenkian Asavd Muysemn of the
Year shori-listing for Sntton 1louse. She hay a degreec in
anthropology, and is now able to enjoy the odd bic of people
watching froms her new oftice in the Stahle hlack:

AXDY EDDY starts work as the Park & Garden Manager ou 5
December 2005, Andy hag 3 wealth of experience in gardens and
his nmbition is to make Oxterley the best gardea in London! He
worked fur the National Trost at Sisvinghurst Castle as Senior
Gurdaer, sad more recently he has been Head Gardcner at a
private estase in Putney, Andy is rom a farming backgreund and
is Jooking forward tv building links with Grian and Julian on the
Usterley Kavm,

ATTUMN RECEPTION, OCTORER 26",

About 60 Mcembers attended this cyeat: principal guesi was our
new Properly Manager, Siap Marrington. We hravd from her
something of the challenges facing lier on taking op this post.

We were glad to hear that g Pavk and Garden Manager hail aow
been appointed; this appointment was vital in jngouging work
entailed by the need to cavry out an aunwal survey of the parklind
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aud to idenufy and Jeal with any trees which posed Health and
Safcty risks. Muoch work would of mecessity be done v contract, as
it had heen policy in recent years to reduce the use of Trust atalf in
major torestry.

Froposals for remunlelling the Park at Osterley have in rerent
months been under consiuleration at the Trost’s Regional Office,
These propose restoratian of some of the 18* century features and
views of the parkland from the House aud vice versa: this may
involve the remaval of ygme trees and the planting of new,

The plan also calfs for the upgrading of Osterley Lane at some line
i the luture, by provede g vistlors entry (p the park frgm Wyke
Green. This is not n new idea; it was revealed by Ted Faweell at a
meeting chuired by the then Regional Divector, Robin Mills, during
4 meeting bebd at Osterley in the late 1930°s, when the Trust were
preparing to take over ipanagemet feom the Victaria & Albert
Museum. There are many problems posed by fhis plan — practical,
peditical, and financial, which will need to be discussed with lacal
resitkents, Park usery, and the Local Authonidy. For over Gilly years,
the local commubity Lave enjoyed access to the Fark from Jersey
Road, and it would be unfortunate if the implemedtstian of these
propasals were ta leail to uny loss of goodwill.

However, it is likely to be some years before any mujor changes to
the access route to the Park and to car parking arvangemaents can
prucecd; in (e meantime, however, work (0 restore the original
vistas witl be put in hand

Following the Reception, Sian has invited mremmbers of (he
“Friends” to auead a meeting ot Osterley on Toesday B
December, at 19 am, assembling in the Staldeyard for a walk
aroupl the Park to logk at the tree felling and planing proposals,

follysved by coffer in the Brewhouse, We hope to see mauy of you
thore.
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“FRIENDS™ 100 C1.1)03

The second draw of ﬂle Membership Year was made at ithe
Autumn Ryception on 26"™ Dctolier. Winners were:-

1™ Prize £100.00 Mrs S, Helsiman
2™ Prize £50.00 Mrs M.S. Filmer
3" I'rize £30,00 Mrs K. Smith

4™ Prize £20.00 Mr P. Howared
5" Prize £10,00 Miss J Wye

The 3 draw of the year will be madz at Ostreley an December 3%,
Juring the Voluateers Christmas Parly. Maay “Kriends™ are alse
Valuateers, and all those prescnt will be able to witneys the Trraw!

Sunilarly, the final draw of the Membership ‘iear will be made
before the audience at anr “Winter Lecture” on 22™ March

The 10¢ Club combiues an effective way of fund raising for the
Trost with a wmifd “flutter”. Annoal subscription is £12.00, or £3.60
per draw, and the incume is divided equally between te Members
and ¢he Prize Fund.

Partivipunts m this Clab will haye received a tofal of £331 in prizes
by the end of the yrear, with 2 similar sum Jriog used to finance

donations to the Trugi. ai (steriey.
Any “Triend” who would dike to have Membership details of the

Club shonld write to the organiser, Ron Piper, at 44, Killowen
Avenuce, Northolt, UBS 4QT, or telephone him on 020 3864 123,
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CHRISI'MAS CAROLS IN THE STABLEYARD

During the sununer, the Trust’s staff sought to make a change (o
the arrangements for thesc events. wsizy school cheirs, However.
there have been preblems ju makiy finsf areangements, and we
nre still awaitlng details as we close for press.

Hopefully. choirs will be leading the singing on Sundays 4th. 11th,
and ¥&th December, at 2.30 pm in the Stabeyard. The House will
be open on Saturdays and Sundays on the first 3 weekesids in
Pecember, from 12 noon tv 3.30 pm, aml the Deisel House Studio
will be exliibiting their work in the Jersey Gallery on these days.
The. Natignal Frust L'ea Room and Shop will be open fram 12 noon
10 4 yx from Wednesdays to Sundays until 18th December.

OUCR POOTOGRAPTIS.

Jdohn Stacey's pictures this ssue foces vn the Adam stairease v the
west side of the House.

The donble curved flights make an imposing approach (o the doors
af the Long Gallery en the principual flagr. On the ontside of the
curve. the wide steps and shallow risers pracuce what is known to
the Archiéectural profession as an “Easy Going™ stairense.

Generations of children have adopted his staireaye ay one of their
first challenges, wntched by doting parents amil grandparents,

Orr cover picture gives an unfamiliar view, taken from inside the
Tong Gallery, while the Centre Spread shows at a Iarge scale n
detail of the balustrading and the ram’s kead castings.

During the V. & A’s ceegn, detais of (ke jronwork were picked out
in gold; the Trust kave now reverted to the original black!
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WINTER I.LECTURES 2006

As nisual, we shall run a series of four talks on altermate Wedaenday
tveaingd in Fehruary arl March, in the nearly-new solar powered
Parisit Hall next to 8t Mary™s Church in Osterley Rosd. idendified
by the spire sonth of the Great Wesst Road..

We begin on gh February with an old fricnd, Mike Wats, who will
talk about “*National Trust (Gardens — Rooted in History anmil a joy
for ever™.

On 22™ February we shall weleame John Garrod, & registered Blue
Badge Guide for the Londou and the City, who will give a talk
about “Fhe History of Kleet Street2

On 8" Marh, Andrea Cameren, one time Elounslow Borough
Archivist, will Glk aboul “The History of Houaslow High Street”

Finally, we bave persuaded Sian Marrington and ber colizaguc
Ruth Clarke to talk to ns ahout “Sutton Hause - ils histery and
place in the Caommuonity™.

As wsual, we will be sctting ap io ¢he Hall from 7.30 onwards, after
the Brownics hiayve Ielt, ready ta start proaptly at 8 pm. Coffee - or
tea — and biscnits will be served av about 2,15, and we reckon {0 be
out of ¢the Hall well before 10 pm.

Tickets can be ohtained in alvance from ousr TTon Treasurer, Taul
Lueas, aL 49, Sultun Syuvare, Tieston, TWE 0B, price £4.00 each or
£12,00 for the scrics of fonr. Tlease make cheques payable €0
“Friends af Osterley Park", and enclose a stamped addressed
envelope. Alternatively, tickets will be on sale at the door
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“UIS ON A TUESDAY MORNLNG ,O1T!

In our last issue I listed many of the duties undertaken by
Volunteers at Osterley. However, | have been taken to task by
Hilary Ranger, one of the ladies involved with the cutting and
arranging of the fNloral displays in the House. It scems that, as a

mere male, 1 got it all wroug, and have now bees given the Tull
story!

The job brglos an a Tmesday, when flowers arv picked in the
Walled GGarden and (akes to the (lower room in the bDasement of

the Honse, where they ave placed in buckets of waler to freshen up
overnight,

On Wednewday mornings, the flowers are arranged carefuily in a
[arge varicty of containgry, and then placed In the ropms,

On Snturdny., the flowers are checked over and Uw contriserns
lopped up wiith water, renwining in the rgoms netil the Touse
cdoses un Snnday, when they are remowved.

On Monday ttwrening, the team are back, emptying, washing, nnd
cleaning the caneginery, ready for re-use on Wednesday! If Monday
i4 A Bank Holiday, then cleaning and picking have to be donc on
Tuesday!

Thir saga bins the makingy of a folli song, and shows the dedication
that goes into the jobs of growiug and prepuring fowers for the
House; visitors frequently consuent wn the displavs — and room
stewards have been known te prmnpt soch comments!

All the materials needed hy Lesley Octan and her team of ErUWeErs

are pakl for by the “Fricmly” - including the sompust reguived
16w that there are no langer horses in the Stablcy!
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SARAN JODRELL CHILD AND ROBERT ADAM -
MARGARET FRIDAY.

“When Robert Adam nppeared Sarah Jodrell was the only person
at Osterley with tastcs™ wrote Wikly ‘Thorpe in bis article haperia
Oxteriey in lhe Conoolssenr in 1946, Sarah was harm in Chancery
Lane on 23" September 1741, She was trom an oid Derbyshire
family but grew up at Ankerwycke Priary situated in megdows
next 1o the Thamey in Buckingbamshire. Her most famous forchear

s Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Cunterbury after the
Rextoration. Her uucles were Siv Gilbert Jodrell, Solicitar Geneval,
Sir Maul Jodrell, 11" Wryangler and physician to the Naboh af
Arcot in Madras. Uncle Richard was s plavwright - his best known
work was “The Persian Princess™, performed at Drury Lane. 1Eis
waorks were ealled “Herodotus in the Fast Tndia style,” Yerbaps

ber family backgraund inspired (hic Tove of fine Fabrics from India
anil Chiny,

Saral Jodrell marricd Rebert Child on October 6% 1763, Her
dowry was £190,000 aud she was heir to the family fortune. Sarah
wai an accomplished avtist, Willy ‘Thorpe ¢tells us that many of her
paintings cauli! be secn at Ostericy and he visited thi house before

Lord Jersey seut the paintings 1o Jersey, where they were (ragically
destroyed by fire. The weaden vases comtaining silk flowers are
Surah’s work and these still adorn several of the rooms ar Osteriey.
We know that in 1774-5 Savah helped Adam kesign the Seare Red.,
T'he first drawingy wene changel to include her love af Dorsl degign
and exquisite nocdlework

Sarsh’s own fine embroidery once graced the chairs i the
Breakiast Ronm, Tn 177h Robert Adam designiul “a workhag for
Mrs, Child™. The Adam drawings Tor this and the four poele screcns
alvo made that year are tn the Seane Museum. The pole screen iu
the Etruscan Dressing Room is a fine example of her skill,
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Sorak was a colleetar as well as a creator of paindings. She
purchased works by Gainshorough 2nd she sud Rehert Child and
their daughter xat for portraits by Nir Joshua Reynolds. These were
all on display at Quterley when Willy Thorpe wrote his ardgele.
Thorpe says “When Adam cnicred the jaghire { Horace Walpole's
woril ) there were two tastes there  the house tradition of super
eargo and the douce Moral natnralism of Sarah. Befween his client
and himseff lay Adam'y triumph, the fantastics of Osterley .. .there
i5 a natural blend of 1he “oriental” with the Grecian Mney™.

Robert Child’s place in the design ol Oslerley was sevn by Willy
Thorpe as “paying for things.” Ile says the Reynolly porirait of
Raohert Child was one of the best he ever painted” but he feels it
uums him 25 “a person of acumeu and determiuation, not =
sirinosa”. Oslerley con he scen as the splendildl result whes
a¥chitect and artist work together. aml stamis ay 1 tribute o the
vombination of skills and tastes which Robert Adam nnd Ssrah
Child ured to ereate the amhience of (sterley.
CORNISH JOTIRNEYS. TAN CONACTIT.R
Those members wha take part in Jim Lickle's Cornish tour next
year will, T am yure, have a wonderful time and come back with
memorics t6 trepsure, Our first visit to a National Trust property
was to St Michael's Mount: at the ticker Office In Marazian, we
had our first experience of the benefits of Trust membership, when
memhers were ¢alled out of the queue and sllowed 10 go Jown to
the ferry, noend of the rest of us!

Yrears later, we visited Cotehele: T can still remember the sénse af
wonder whienn we west inla (he Great Habl with aif its treasures
dating from the 16™ tentury. Also memorable are the gardens, the
yuay, the mill, and the limekilns -~ & whole communi ¥ preserved?
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Excursions, 2006, Jim Tickle

In last year's December edifion of the Newsletter, | was atle to give a detailed
preview of the 2005 eiX-day tour of Lancashie and the Lake District.  This
yaar heawvevar, aithough the wheels were get in motion as eafy as mid-August,
our plans are still not sufiderty advanced sk this stags to give a comalete
picture of our fing| propesed pregramme, By vopular accerd. shough, | have
regerved our accotrenadalion at the University of Exelex's Trarnough Campus
nwar Penryn in Cornwall for & sée-day break from Monday, 4" to Saturcday 8"
af September. The buikding= at Tramough are excitingly modem in dasign,
compitied in 2004 and comeending majestic views acices Fatmouth Bay.
The campus provides an cxcallant base for our axploratioh of the delights of
the county of Cornwall.

Amongst thoss delighta fram which aur
propcsed programyme will be selacted
a-a .ikely ta be tne National Trust's cavn
propesties of Cathale {rign, Trerice,
Lanhydrack, Antony and S4. Michael's
Maunt at Marackon. The Tiust aiso has
an Imoréssiva callaction of suparbly
maintained gardens; Glendurgan with
its laurel mazc: Trelissick, sffording
panoramic views gver Tiuro River and

The Fal Estuary end, near Penzance, Trengwainton with ite shetterad welied
perdens and splendld views acrass Mounts Bay to tha Lizard. There ars &2
ryany gardens from which (o choose, but if ime permile it may aven be

possible to armange, as an oplional wxlra, a visil to he Eden Project or to the
Leat Gardens of 14aligan. 4

Dn Conwall's rugged northarn cogst, stilt braving Atlantic wintar gales, stends
King Arthur'a castle of Tintagel, maw raletained by English Hevitage who also
own the castlos of Pendsnnia and St. Mawsa, solid sentine’s guarding entry to
the harbour of Falmeuth, Built by Henry VI, they were aven recalled to duly
durirg the firsl and sscond YWarkd Wars and, balng so cloge to aur *home base'
we should at lsast visit one of them.

With 30 many wonderful stiractions Lo choose from, it's abvious we couldn't
san therm all and wa will aiill need ome time to relax. We expect o offer you

g little ime of your own 1o explora sither St. Ives, hevaicsey or the oy of
Trure.

Inevitably, every year transpart and accommodation prices incieass and the
popularity of Gornwall a8 8 tourlst resort doesn't helpl The cost of this year's
holiday is £326, based on half board singls mn-suite accommedation. Deapite
the increase, Barrie and | Feal thal thie ig affl good veluc and should prove
very papular.  To enaure your place, please compiete the anclosad Braking
Fommn and retum it with your deposit as soon as passible.

Tuming to (ke position regarding day-trips {we have made sixty-twa sihce we
atarted in 18421}, full detsile and booking forms For the 2006 Seseon wdl be
publishad In the March aditon of the Newsfatter. | am curmntly I touch with
Tyntesfiekd in the hope of amangirg a retum visit in the second half of the
s=28s0n, far wahich the meny members diseppairted in this yesr's ballot may be
offered priority boeoking

Meanyhile, in this mailing you vall find enclosed the booking form for the April
outing 1o Bury 5t Edmunds and Ickworth in Suffolk. Bury St. Edmunds has B
wealth of attractions which include the beautifully malnialned Abbey Gardens,
St Edmwndsbury Cathadral and nearby St. Mery's Paneh Chu=ch. At the tap
of Crown Street on the opposite side of Wesigate streed. try not to miss a visit
to the chamring Theatre Royal, a unigue Ragancy playhous=a asscciated with
the works of Richard Brinzley Sheridan and nowr oumead by the National Trust
Clost o the andont Buttermarkot yau may admire the clessicel fagade of tha
Com Exchange, Robert Adam’s Market Cross (now housing sn art gablery),
and Lhe fascinating lithe besroupgh museum in Moyea's Hali, originaily an ald
Norman building orobably used as a monastic guesthause with Jiving quarters
above a valltad undercroft
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Ickwioeth 15 a vamearkabls Gacrgtan housa sat in an attractive landecaped park
designed by 'Capability’ Brown. ks most unusual architectural feature is the
vast rotunda flar kad by curved promenade carridors whera in 1755 tha fourth
Enrl of Brigtol, the eccentric Bishop of Demy, planned fo display hiz collection
of works of art.  Sadly, the Ean-Bishop 4dlad In Raty in 1803, before seeing
Ickworth complsted end many of his reasures had been caplured by the
Frerch in Rome durng Napoleon's campaign of 1798, 1 fell o his son, the
first Marquess of Bristal, to complete the buikding between 1821 and 1828 and
install the present fumishings, which include scufpture. 2 magnificent
Ceargian Silver collection and copious works of art with paintmpgs by Titien,
Vakizquez and Gainsborough.

Although some members may recall that we have been to Ickworth previausly,
may | point out thal & was in 15897 ard Ihal this praperty genluinely deserves a
eecond visit]



