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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
“FRIENDS” AUTUMN RECEPTION
BREWHOUSE, 7 pm, WEDNESDAY 26" OCTORER.

A chance to meet new Property Manager, Sian Harrington.

LONDON WALKS WITH DORIS SHERWOOD.

Tuesday, October 4th. Chuech of St Bartholomew the Great
& Si Bartholomew's Flospital — Barbican Statios, 11 am.

Tuesday. 18 Qctober- British Muscum — Russell Square
Station, 11 am.

Monday, |2 December - Draper’s Hall - Meet on steps of
Royal Exchange, Bank Station, [(.45 am,
Advance hooking essential.

Further details and Booking arrangements sec Pape 6.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS TN THE STABLEYARD
Sundays, 4™, 11® and 18™ December, 2.30 — 3.30 pm.
etails of Choirs to be advised

WINTER LECTURES 2066
IIall booked for 8% & 22™ February and same dates in March
Subjects and Speakers o be advised

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES TAN CONACHER,
This summmer s been 1 mixture ol highs ahd kewx, both in the weather
and in (he fortunes ol Osterley. We have seen wide variations in
temperatuee, with periods of exceptional heat, and perinds of near
draught folloswved by torcential rainstorms.

High spots of the scason have heen & number ol well-attended events.
These included © Osterley Thy”, on 10" Juby, when the park was filked
with visitors viewing the paintings displaycd on {he mbings and the
“Friends ™ set up their stalls in the Stablevard.

Ihe Gleno Miller Band made a welcoms refumn on 6% August, and as
ustal atiracted & larec crowd, bringing their piunics o enjoy on the lawn
before the coneert,

Stall neabers at Osterley have suffered further losses, amd thosc
remaining are wwking under considerable pressure. However, with the
imminenl wrival of a4 new Property Mannyer to replace Darry Williams,
thmgs will surcly pnprove!

Thankfully, the mmin atteactions of the Mark are there for all to sce- the
lakcs, the mapnificent trees. and of course the Howse, There are
moments when one's sftention is caughl by w minor event in the Fark,
such an when a cormorant swimming on the lake attacked and drove off
a swan standing on a floating nesting platform. ‘Then onc joins with the
poet W.H. Dayies in thinking

“A pour Jifi: thiy 3l; full ol care,
We have o time o stand and stare'™



STAFF NEWS FROM THE 'ROPERTY.

Some meembers will already know that SIAN HARRINGTON has been
appainted Property Munager, ;s will Be faking up the post carly next
momth, Sian comes ttom Sutton TTouse. in 1Tackney, where she was
Property Manager, svorking in an urban environment. No doubt she will
cncountcr somic similar probleims in suburban Osterley,

FARAIT QURESHI, who hus been for some yours Property Scerctary at
Osterley, left at the begimong of Scptember (0 commencs tramug us o
sccondary school At Teucher ut Rochampion, 1Ter cheeriul face will be
greathy missed.

JENNY BLAY, Community Education Officer at Osterley, kft in carly

July 1o ke another post, She was very active in work with groups fiom
local schools and with the Youlh Theatre

We were glad to see MELANIE COBLEY back ar work as Shop
Munageress after a lenptity period of sick leave.

Cungralulativn: 1o MELANIE PIERCE, Catering Managercss at
Osterley wha, 25 reporled m our last issue, won (he Regional heat in the
Tre’s Amuad Covkery Competition. She came sceond m. fhe National
finals beld in Plytouth,

Congratulations also to Alan Wideout who completed a London to
Nnghton spensorcd cycle ride for the British Heairt Youndatton

MARIA STREETER, wifc of George. both of whom had been on the
stafl” a4 Osterley for many vears. died in July after a long and painful

liness. Our sineere condolences go to George and his family,

TRIPS AND TOURS,

Jim 'lickle’s day trip propramme has in general been very popuber, and
most of the outings were fully booked. The Tancashite tour was alsa
well supported. In spite o empty yeuls on some day teips, plus the dsing
cost Al feel, carelul bodgeting ersured that a small surplus was carricd
aver into the “l'vends™ funds.

He 15 now meking plany for 2006, and is excited to find that Excter
Universily have a saelite campus m Cornwall. He is now hoping [hat it
will be posuible 1o wse il as v hase for next Summer’s tour — detwls
hopefully it our next issue.

IN MEMORIAY - FILEEN MOORES,

After several months of distressiog illness borne with her fypieal
stoicisim, Eideen Moores, a long-standing Fricud of Osierdey, died
reeently at the age of 84, Eilven partivalurly enjnsed the Friends®
Excursiony, hardly missing a single day trip or Summer holiday
sinec The outings Mirst began in 1993, Kilcen had already paid for the

buxt three excursioms of this season; her daughter has agrecd that
this moneyv, togetler with contributious made hy fellow Membern
on the September visit to Grey's Court, shouvld be uned to plao a
tree at Osterley. Ao entry will be maile in the Book of Memaory,
held in Bex Bunee®s Ruom in the TTouse. We hope that Eileen’s
danghter, Catherine, will be able to atiend the planting coremany.
For further details, please contact Jim Tickle oa 020 8894 4174




LONDON WALKS WITIL DORIS SHERWOOD,

Two walks in October were armounccd I our Last issue. In spite ol e
recert uttacks on the Undergroumd system, these will go ahead as
planncd - providing sufficicnt mcmbers are willing to take part!
Howeyer, it Iy now desirable Jor (hose intending to join the party to
advise Ann Proffil on D240 B758 0281 in advance so that she and Dons
enn decide whelher (the walk 19 viable! Mlease note thal Ann's telephone
rurnher was ueenectly given in the last issoc!

The first of the October walks is on Tuesday 4%, meeting at Barbican
Station at 11 am, to visit the Church ol S8t Bartholomesw the Great and
wlvn St Baribolomew's Flospilal — admission charge £3.04 plus the
£3.00 wulk fie.

The second is on Tuesday, October 18™, visiling Uk Brilish Mosgurm,
meeting at Hussell Square Underground Slulion, Piccadilly Line, at 11
am — walk fee £3.00.

On Monday, 12 Devember, Doris has plawed a visit to the Hall of |he
Druper’s Company. vne ol the T.andon Livery Companics. For sceority
reasons. tle Draper’s Coingany require advance bookmyg. The entrance
lee is £3,00. plus the “Friends” fee of £5.00 - £9.00 in 1m2l. Please ring
Ann Proffit with your booking by Thursday, Duceraher 12,

“FRIENDS* AUTUMN RECEPTION, WEDNESDAY, 26™
ODCTUBER, 7 FOR 7.30 PM.

Thas will agam b held in the Okl Brewhouse; members will be able Lo
drive up and park in {tke Stableyun). Wi have asked the new Property
Manager, Sian [arrington, to be owr Principal Guest gl (hiv oeeasion

Wine will be scrved from 7 pm: the sceond “UiHE Club™ draw of the
20056 season will be held towards the cod of the evening, which will
il at wboyt @ pm.

6.

“FRIENDS™ 100 CLUB.

The 100 Clob is 2 means of combinine g modest [lulter with fund-
raising for the Trust. The Anpuat Subscriprion is £12.00, holf of which
is used by ¢he “Fraends” for the Beacfit of the Trust, while the oter half
ooes tle & TPrive Fund” shich s disuilmled e Members in Gwur
quarterly draws, 2ach with a first price of L100.00. In October, with
aver 140 members, prizes will iotal over £200.00!

Any member of the “Friends” wishing w juin dunng the vear will
subseribe £3.00 for cach remgiming draw i {he scason, Thus, gnyone
wishing W join belore Oolober 267 should send i cheaue for [9.00 W
the Oreaniser, Roa Miper, at 44, Killowen Avenue, Northolt, LIRS 40071

WINTER LECTUES 2006

81 Mary’s Parish Hall, next to the church in Osterley Road. has agsin
been boaked for our scrics of talks on alternate Wedncadays, 8™ and
22" of February smd the seme dates i mach,

We are currenily boaking speakers (or these lalks; delails and a boaking
form wit he included in ou nexd assue. Talks will begin at 8 pm, and
coffee and biscuits will be availabic after the talks.

THE NEW TRAVALGAR DESPATCII AT OSTERLEY.

The repraduction past-chaise, carcying an actor representing L ieutenant
Lapenatiere nassed Urough Hounslaw and called at Ostarley Park on
September 6% i g ro-vosclment of the joumey made in 1805 canyiog
news of the victony st Tralalgar and the deuth ol Nedaan.

Oue cover picture shows the Mayor of Hounslow and the Deputy Lord
Licutenant of Lordoe: flanking & capy of Lhe ariginal “Bespalch™. Our
centre spread shows the wmival ol the post-chaise at the House, with a
piped welcome lrom local sea cadets.

7.
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HEPATRS AND REDECORATION.

Most of the scallolding around the Stable Block clock tower has naws
been remaoved, but, as forecast in our last issue, scaffolding has now
been erected around the portico on the east front, which will remain in
place until November. This means that access to the House for staff and
visitors will be by the “Family Entrance” on the north wall,

A programme vl redccoration of doors in te Sixhle vard hus been
comnenced; nuch of the work is being done by veluntesr sad
“Friends” Hon. Tieasurer, Pan) Lucay,

The “Friends” are continuisg Lo pay for repairs to metal benches which
have been damaged by vandals in the Park.

VOLUNTEFR OPPOTTUNITIES.

As always, there we ongoeing vucuncics for nev blood 10 niainluin the
aumbers of volunteer Room Stewinds needed to support the Trust. Afler
15 yeay, the original Ivaem has been reduced by natural wastage, and
there bave been oceasions this summer when it has not been possible to
open some rooms — or even whole ftoais - to the pablic Acadeinic
qualifications are ool required; afer & short traming session, reemits
will “leam on the joh™ from more experienced volunreers.

Volunteer Gardeners are also required, both in the Park and to join the
team working on Monday mornings in the walled garden to provide cut
flowers for decoration of the rooms in the House. This is a challenging
task, as flowers are needed from March to October!

A liother team, working on l'uesdsys, cut and urange flowers in the
rooms. There are freyucmt faveourable conuments liamn yvisitors.on these

10.

“Mobility Volunteers™ are needed o muke available the yehicles which
have been providzd for the beneflt of the fess-tnobile visitor. Drivers ane
needex] for the Shuitle Bus, or “bopm”, which plies hetween the car
park and the slable yard on  afterroons when the {Jouse s vpen. The
sell-drive eleclrc cars, or “Batricars” arc available to visttors wath
mobility problems on surmaer allernoony

ATTUMN EVENTS AT OSTERLLEY.

We enciose a cupy of the Trust™s; leaflet piving full details of all the
activities ul the Pooperty between now and the end of the vear.

You wili see fram Lhix (hat 1he House will be open as wsual from
Waodhesdays to Sundavs until 30 October, from | fo 4.30 pm

Special Christmay vpening  with the House decorated in Jestive style
ond prepasmtions for a Ball in progress - Saturdays & Swedays from 3rd
to 18" December, 12,30 to 3.30 pm.

Ostetley Remembers — an exhibition of life in the £940x — wili ;un in
the Jersey Galeries from 19" w0 30™ Ocober, Wednesdays to Sundays,
1.30 10 4,30 p,

The Tea Room and Shop will be open fom 12 noon to 4 pm,
Wednesdays te Sundays. from 2™ November to 18" December,

CAROLS N I'HE STABLEYARD,

The trust arc amraugung for local chueirs (0 Ning Chris‘dum:sfh Carols in the
Stableyard, from 2.30 to £.30 on Sundays 4% 11, and 18® December,




WARTIME MEMORIES OF OSTERLEY. EUNICE SMITIE

{ Enntice Smith. nee Reed worked as a Lond Girf at Osterley in the
ledfer yecary of the war, and has kindly piven us these notes. We would
he srtad 1o hear from any other Member who has g similar story to tellf)

1 thought | would put pen Lo paper bedare ry memory poes completely,
and winlke thore arc still somc people around who will remember the
wames [ inenton,

Duriong the War § surved T the Wonwen’s Land Army. On the Juealh of

my hrother in 19 | was given 9 “compassiomus posting” o enable
me to live at home and Iook alter my father — we lived in Penwerris
Avenuxe. Al that, tiwe Osterley Park was allocated 3 Land Girls, and 1
wis fortunate cnongh to becone one of them.

I was employed by Mr Tittke, Tord Jersey's Agent (or Falede Manarer).
I worked nnder Mr Batten, the foreman, who hived in Bothy Cottage,
noost reeemtly nccupied by 1inda and Kevin Mills.

We worked in pairs, und my partner was Bl Potliter, wha lived in the
bungalowr which i wow [be Jorn shwp. Mr Pechios was  the
Gamckeeper, who rode around on a hike with 2 gun and 2 dop,. e and
Mrs Perkis lived in the Lodge at the Thorubwy Road entrance. We
alsa worked with Jtabian Prisoners-nf War, whe worc brown uniforms.

Lhe other Land Giry were hillketed with Lily, who Jived in the “Bothy™
vyer the top of the stables, which wus entered by the stone staircase to
the right of the present l'ea Room; we all had breakfast and othor meals
there. Lily used (o ¢all us her “Land Gels™, and Jived there wnlil 8 few
yEars ago, when she moved into shelkered sccommodatzon in Honnslasw.

We did a variety of jobe on 1he Tslate. In the walled parden we prow
vegelables loy the Eart of Jersey, including asparapus and artichekes,

12,

There were greenhouses 101 {vrmatocs, and peaches, nectarines and figs
growing aromul the walls. The Carl of Jersey, wilth Vrginia Cherril
would volleet these each weekend lor the house: any bulance was sold
t¢+ kocyl peopls,

I'he other wakled garden bevond thhe temple we called “Dartmoot™, umd
o there prew soft Iryils of sl kinds, with beautiful phun teees pnl
cypecially black gages.

Altbouph we normally werked outside in all weathers, if' it was really
bad we washed Qower-pots in the potting shed, which T believe s siill
in the walled garden, We wsed to drive a small open lorry, which we
called “Aggie™, winch had 10 be started with a starting handle (this
cansed & fowdistocated thumbs wntil we Tearn] belier!) I this we
collected leaf monld from the “Indiatt Clump” beyond the ol car parks,
and manure from the cow and pig sheds, We also took all the rubbnsh Lo
the dump - 4 massive hok oppositc the main lake; this was eventudly
filkd in, and kecame a hird wncivacy, It is now on the path fiom the
new car park to I eayt meadow,

We Jewrned how to wield an axe and use a two-hamtkd saw to [l some
lacge trees, Wo cleared out the lily pends on the lawa in fronl ol the
House, cul all hedges by band — and thece were many af them! We dug
over the walled parden by hand, and also Mr Little™s garden in fersey
Road, backing on to the Park

The wholc of the field by the “FHok in the Wall" was given over to
mangel worzes; com grown on the Lstate was theeshed in Tebruary
when hired equipment was avaikble..

A herd of black cattle were kept on the Great Meadow, behind the
Houwse; Lhete veere also a pair of cows kept i 4 licld near (he Lodge on
Oslerley Lanc, to provide milk for the TTouse, One of my tasks was to
ik (hese by hand - no machines in (hose days! As u result, T strained
my back, and was invalided out of the Land Army.

13.



SARAH SOPNIA AND OSTERLEY IN THE

NAPOLEONIC WARS MARCARET FRIDAY
The new ninctecmth contury  brovght changes to Osterley. On 237
May, 1804 Sumh Sophia married {(Feorge Villiers, Yiscourdt Grandison
in Berkeley Syuare, The date was specially chosen for it had been her
mother, Sarah Ann's wedding day I 1782 when she cloped wittr Jahn
Fang, ihe 10" Earl of Westmareland to Gretna Green

In 2795, alier bis wife's death, John Fanc had taken his yoang family to
Live i the Child town honse @1 38 Berkeley Square. George and Sarahy
was the only artiage (o luke place fo the elepant 60 rourt town house
decorated by Robert Adam. Following, her marriape Berkeley Square
becume the centre of Sarah’s lavish social fife in London.  In 1805, the
same yeat as the Battle of Irafalgar, Georpe Vilkers bocam:e the 5™ Earl
of Jersey amd Sarab his Countess had many social obligations to fulfil,
She was on the bourd o) Almucks, the most prestigious ¢lub in London.
It wis said to be more difficull Lo gel mlo Abmscks  than to enler
Heaven - and Savah had a casting vote!

On 4" March 1806 Sarsh cekbrated her 219 birthday sod inhkerited her
granxifather Robert Child’y envtmous fortune ineluding Child's Bank, 38
Berkely Squarc, Osterley Park Llouse and Upton PMark in
Warwickshire. The terms of Rohert Child's will decreed that the
fortune would remyin in Sarah Sophia's hands throughout her lifotime
overseen by Lhe trustccs. George Viilices then changed bis name to
Child - Villiees in recognition of the Tuge forlung thul be ynd Surah bud
Just acquired.

The 5™ Farl was not foud of Osterley . He prefered the Jersey family
country seat af Muldletnn i Oxfordshire, With the now wealth he
polkd down the old hows: at Middleton god bailt & new villa dusigrea
by Thomas Candy. It was here that he kept his fine racehorses. Three
were Derby winners and the cxquisite racing teophies in the strongroam

14,

al Osierdey attest to this. We also find mdications of Surah Sopha's
tastes hore as she had much of the Chikl mnd Jersey old tamily sifver re-
gilded. Her travclling drossing tabke set, also known as the Jersey
Toilet Service was made in the 17200 but Sarah had it re-gilded and the
plamer preces decorated with her cipher.  She alsp commissioned the
making of an claberatc rococo mimor to conmpletoeml the vet. A special
casc was madc se that the dressing table scl could travel with her 1o
couniry house weekemls .. Toduy  this beauliful, yet practical set .
along wilh its truvelling case, may be seen in the Osterley strongroom.

Sarali Sephia was good fikcnds with the Duke of Wellington sl bre was
godfather to0 her daughter Clementing, Tle presented  her with a
callection of memenloes from the Napoleonic wars and she displayed
these i the Loap CGallery at Osterley. 'toe Napofcon Curios included
portrait miniateres gathered by Wellington at the Baitle of Mont St
Jean, ormohu bees used to decoratc Napolcon's coach, 3 huge bust af
Napolcon, a circalar tabic with an cograving of 1l Shicld of Achilicy
commemoraling Wellinglon's viclory at Walerlvo,  Suwrah hesell’
purchascd Thoowe Lawrenec's unfinished portrail of the Duke of
Wellinglon, and added it 10 her collection ol memwrabilia in the Long
Chalbecy.

This look at the life of Robert Child's heir, Sarah Sophia reveals her (o
be a romami yowng lady, choosing her mother's wedding date 23
May, as lier own, changing the Chik! Bank accoumimg yer Lo coinuide
with her hirtblay on 4% March and restoring the beautifil family silver
now in the Oserdey strongroom. Sarzh continued the traditions of
those other important Sarah's, her mother and grandmother with a love
of the arts and ¢ntertaining and a high sprdced nalure which contrzbuled
to her honorary title "Quecn Sarah".

15.




