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Dates for Your Diary

WINTER LECTURES 2005.

WEDNESDAYS AT 8 P, ST. MARY'S PARISH HALL

Z2ND FEBRUARY Adrlan Tharntan An Introduction to
The National Parks.

186TH FEBRUARY Olive Marke Tyntasfiald.

2ND MARCH Anne Savage YWeat Wycombe and the
Dashwoods

16TH MARCH John James The History of The
Clympic Gamas.

OPENING TIMES 2005

The Houss, Taa Room, and Shop will be open at weskends from
Saturday, March G5th.

Thea early Easter tioliday means that the House will re-open for the
usual 5-day waok from Wadnesday, 23rd March, through to and
Qctaber,

CQVER PICTURE - most Members will recognize the massive slab of
wood forming the preparation table io the Kitchen at Osterley -
obviously a valued possessiaon, az at soma stage large cracks havs
been infilled with leadl The tahle i 30 large it could only have been
brought in through a window; it has been notched at seme time ta
accommodata a column halding up the calling!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN'S DESK. IAN CONACHER.

| am writing thase notes on Novamber 5th, accompanied by a
barrage of sound from the Guy Fawkes' Day celebrations, My hops 1s
that by the time you read this, we shall all have had a Happy
Christmas and ar locking forward to a quiet and peacaful New Year.

The end of 2004 has already bean full of incident. Linda and Kevin
Mills have had the mammoth task of extricating themsclves and thair
managerie from Bothy Cottage and the Stable block, and relocating
to their new hame In Northamptonshire. Barry Williams has dolivered
his "Refrospactive” - a slide show covering his 14 ysars at Osterley,
firstly to the "Friends™ at their Autumn Raceptlon, and later to a
Volunteers' Coffea Moming. This show highlighted the number of
physical changes and improvamants there have been at the Property
during that period; surely no-one will regret the removal of the
funereal yew hadges concealing the untamented Ministry of Works
toilet blockl Baryy is retiring on 12th December, and ha and Christine
will bo moving down to Worthing.

There have been many changes among the Trust's staff during these
14 years. Audrey and | exchange Christmas cards with Pat Rumsey,
who is now Iliving in Canterbury. Sally and Graham Rogers aré now
retirad, but Graham made a brisf appearance at Osterley In the
autumn as a relief Wardan.

During this perlod, the "Friends" Committee has alsc seen many
changes. We have been farlunate to have had voluntaers coming
forward ta fill most vacancies as they arcse. Whila | am hoping to
continug as Chairman for a littla longar, | am finding it difficult 1o
cope with the volume of work | took on in earlier days; | am grateful
for the support given by the Committee in easing the load. There is,
however, a need for a Vica -Chaimman, to stand in for me when
required. We also need to develop new activities for tha "Friends”, to
provide further interest for Members and also increase the income
yanarated for the Trust Hopefully, Members will come forward ta
take on these tasks!




A GOOCD YEAR FOR THE "FRIENDS".

Our Financial Yoar will be closing on 31st Decembier, and gur books
will then be examined prior to publication, ready for the Annual
Gonoral Waeting in the Spring. Early indications are that we will be
carrying forward a reasonable balanca into 2005, as there have been
& unexpected calls for expenditure from the Trust.

¥e have four regular annual areas of sponascrship - paying for the
prining of the "Welcome" [eaflots glven ta visltars to the Park, for
leaflats and other material for the Education Departmont, for the
purchase of seads and plants for the Volunteer Gardeners growing
flowers for the House. and masting the costs of maintenance of the
solf-drive battery eleciric cars for the usc of visitors with mability
problems

Our ingome has as always come principally from membership
subscriptlons, plus the contribution from the 100 Club”. Our
"Winter Lectures” make a small profit: Jim Tickle's choice of venues
for his trips aad tours, combinad with careful budgeting, has brought
in a small surplus an an operation which has a substanlial tumover.
The “London Walke"”, led by Daris Sherwood, have been much
anjoyed by those attending, besides making a useful contribution to
our income.

Cther sources of incoms have been the Stalls set up in the Park ¢n
"Osterlay Day” and other events. After deducting expenses, these
breught in approximately £725.

Hawavar, Increasing costs, particularly In postage, mean that the
expenditure on the “Newsletter” and on administration has risen.
Those members who wora at the A.G.W. in May will know that il was
agreet to increase our Annual Subscription to £8.00 fram 1st April
2005. This is the first increase in 14 yoars!

Our thanks are due to all thosa members who have assisted on stalls
at our fundvaising events, and lo thase who have generousiy

donated goods for these, We need new helpers ¢ join the team, with
new ldeas,

WINTER LECTURES 2005

These will again ha held in the new solar-powared St Mary's Parish
Hall, on altarnatc Wednegdays in February and March.

On 2nd February, Adrlan Thornton, of the Council for National Parks,
will bs talking 10 us about the distinctive natures of the 11 Natlional
Parks, the important contribution made by the National Trust to the
well-being of these, and tha progress being made with tha
establishment of new National Parks in the New Forest and the
South Downs.

On 16th February, Olive Marke, known to many of you as a founder
member of the "Friends" Commiftee, who i3 now serving her second
stint (and seventh yearl) as Chair of the Ealing N. T. A., will be talking
o us on Lhe Trust's recent acquisition, Tyntesfield. Olive Is alsc a
member of tha Thames and Sclont Regional Commitice.

Our speaker on 2nd March will be Anne Savage, who will be talking
to us about West Wycombe Park and the Dashwood family. Anne
retired from her profession as a8 pharmacist some ten years ago, and
cnrolicd as a volunteer speaker for tha Natlonal Trust She is a past
Cheirman of the West Middlezsex N. T. A

Finally, on 16th March, our Membership Secretary, John James, will
be falking to us about the history of the Oiymplc Games, from
anclant Greece to the present day, and bis experiences in Athens as
Chairman of tha British Dlymple Association during the 2004 Games.

As usual, we will set up in the Hall from 7.30 onwards - after the
Brownics have left - ready to start the proceedings promptiy at 8
p.m. Coffee and biscuits will be sarved at 9.15. and we reckon to
¢lear the Hall well hefore 10 p.m.

Tickets will cost £4.00 each or £12.00. for the serles of faur, and may
be baught in advance by post, using the application form enclosad.
They may also be purchased at the Volunteers Coffee Mornings at
the House in the New Yaar, or - if any romaln - at tha door.




NEWS APPOINTMENTS AT OSTERLEY

Recent departures have laft several vacancies among the Estate
staff. The post of Estate Warden Is pressntly vacant George Streeter
has moeved fram gardening to become a Warden, with new recruit
Jamie Marah as assistant Warden.

A new Gardengr-incharge is being sought te replace Linda;
meanwhile Max Battoccl has been recruited to work with Howard
Willlams. (No relation to Barry!)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Building assiztant Bill Davey iz [ooking for volunteers te help out
during the winter months with maintenance of the waotiwark and
painting of park benches and tea garden tabies - including touching
up damaged paintwork on two meta! benches which have been
tamaged by vandals and are now being repalred at the "Friends"
oxpense. Phone Farah on (20 8232 5050 - & e-mail
farah.qureshi@nationaltrust.org.uk {o offer your servicas.

Alan Rideout is alse looking far help in the House durlag the winter
months. There are a range of Jobs to he dore in addition to the
regular work of cleaning silver and copper. For details, ring Alan on
020 8560 2275 or e-mall him on alan.ridecut@nationaltrustorg.uk.

Training sessions for Room Stewards, Courtesy Bus Drivers, and
Battery Car Stewards will be held during the winter. Any Friends
wishing to volunteer should ¢ontact the House on the numbers
above.

ERRATUM

On further study, | rezlize that tha centre spread photo in cur Jast
Issue shows aftomean rather than early moming shadows. Somy
John!

100 CLUB DRAWS 5

The sccond draw of the Membership Yaar was hald on October 20th
at the "Friends" Autumn Reception and the third on Qecember 4th at
the Voluntaers' Christmas Party. The lucky winners were: -

Octoboar 20th December 4th

1at Prize - £100.00 Mr. M. Plelffar Mrs. A, J. Nimz

2nd Prize - £60.00 Mr. & Mrs. A.G. Smith  Mr. & Mrs. G.Daniel

Ard Prize - £30.00 Mrs. A Conacher Miss D.E. Young

4th Prize -£15.00 Mrs, A Beaumont Mrs. B. Thorp

5th Prize - £10.00  Mrs. M Longhom Miss E.A. Hawtin
The 4th and final draw of the Memberzhip year will be held at the last
YWinter Lecture on 16th March

The Membership year for the "Friends" runs from April 15t To keep
things simple, we normally callect £12.0¢ per share for tha Annual
Subzscription to the 100 Club at the same time 23 the "Friends”
Membership subscription.

However, any new member who wishes 1o join the 100 Club in time
for the March Draw may send a chequa for £15.00 per shara, glving
entry to the next 5 draws, to the organizer, Ron Piper, at 44, Killowen
Avenue, Northolt, UBS AQT. Flease give your name, address, and
telophone number, plus your "Frisnds™ Membership Number and a
S.A.E. for your receipt and Membership Card.

CENTRE SPREAD

Detaif of the cover of @ "Tazza”, or wine cup, made by Rabert Henned
in 18885, and presermted by Queen Viclana as a frophy far Plymooth
Races in 1869, One of several irophies won by the Eails of Jarsey
and displayed in the Strong Room at Osterley. The horse is ehout 3"
figh.






Excursions, 2005 Jim Tickle

Following a naw well establiahed pattem, aur major cuting naxt yea- wil: be
a =u-day holiday in June based at the Liniversity of Centml | ancashire in
Prestnn, - a Courty Town which, like most of its Coanly, has leng ago shed
the giime of fts northern Industrlal past to rediscover a prowd cultural and
nisteonc heritaga. Thawgh qur final programme is yat to be completed, tha
Norlh uf England offers a wlde varnety of tourst attra<tions.  To the north of
Praston lies the Laxe Distrct, — whers the Naetional Trust propertias include

Slzergh Castle, the Impressive
s2at of tha Strickland family for
el Seven centuries. Amongst
the wealth of family porraits,
one of the remarkabe features
of Sizergh is :Fe fina quality and
quantity of its Elizakethan oak
panslling, sspacislly that in the
Inlaid Chamber, which the VA

Contrasting snarpdy in size, - but
wull abie le compele in chair, is
Hill Top, Baatrx Potters =small
17" century house nesr Saaley,
whars sha wiota many of har weil
known childrens' tales,  In every
rcam there aes illustratiuns of tha
animal characiers that appear in
hor steeing, - (e Tigrainks, Feler
fankl. Jernima MFuddisalas, erc.,

Being so near ta tha Lake District, 'a'¢ hepe 1o arango a tip lo Comston
Water and sall anfess on the Trost's steam powered Gondala and visit
Fuskin'a lakesid2 retreat, Rrantwocd.

Last ot Prestor, via the magrificent and
unculatirg landsceoe of the Troagh of
Bowtarnd -- ard if you eve’ imagined Lhat
Larcashira was nothing but grimy factory
chimneys, think again! - we arivc at
Gawthorpe Hall, nol unlike HarduAack,
anr reptedly designec by the same
architact, Ravert Smylhson. Boeslored by
Sir Charles Barny in the mic-18" centry,
its ppulent Victanan incoiior houses L
remarkahlz  Shittleworth  Collection  of
necdiework, cesiume and lace.
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A famly short drive southwarcs
from Praston 1akes us to one of
the Trust's leaser known geoys, -
Rufford Otd Hall. The head aof a
powesful Lencashire dynasty. Sir
Rubet Husketh built tha priginal
half-timbered manor house in
1530 and it remained the family
seat for the next 350 years. On'y
the Groat Hall has survived intact
- bat What a Great Hall"

It2 hammer-beam roof and richly carved ‘'mavsble’ screen are genulne
Works of Art, 76 doubt admired by Willam Shakespears when, reputedly,
he may have performed hera whilst in the service of Sir Robert's son, Sir
Thamas. Many altarationa and additions wer mads to the house in the
17™-19"™ centuqies and much of the furniturs i atfributed to kocal craftsmen.
Outbuikdings housa the Philip Ashcroft Museum of Rural Life, a unique

collection of abjkcts and Impluments illustrating village life in predndustrial
Lancashire.

On the day of our propesed (rp to Rufford, it may be possible to include @
morning's visit (o explcre the slegart <easide resort of Southporl, Lhe ‘Paris
of the North', whera you can admire the famous flaral displays along the
Promenade and sround the Marnne lake, take @ train ride on the lonpest
pier on the North coast of go shopping amongst the arcades an Southuort's
splendid mike-ang boulearard, Lord Strest

Further south, on the outskirts of Livarpoal, iz anather Tudor half-timbered
manocr houes, but this btme mych grander than Rufford. Speke Hall, the
seat of the NoTis family, between the late 15™ and 16" centuries, remains
vary much In its original state; though, as Gatholics during Elizabeth’s reign,
the Narises suffered religlous parsecution and as Royalists during the Civil
War, they had great difficuity in retalning their estates. Like Sizergh Caslle,
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Speke Hail is rich in carved osk panelling and thers is an excclient early
Jacobear:. slueco ceiling i Lho Great Paclcur.  Interesring. ton, ia the more
recert intraductan of Wiliam Moris wallpapers in sarna af lha Corridors
and mora intmate famity reoms.

When visiting Spere Hall, Inc proximi‘y of tha City of Liverpool provides an
Ideal opportunity fo explore the new Mantme Museum and Tate Liverpoal
on Lha Alberl Dock. the Cily™s amwudetn, imaginative 1oUrist attraciion.

Buring our stay at YCL we hope Lo include muosk, o net all <f the above
suggestizna in deciding our “inal proqramme and. somehow, fry o find time
at leisure for you to explore the City of Proston.  Indeed. should you wish
to texe a break from the omganiced schedule, therz ia the apfion of hopping
on a bus to tho: 'famous sca-side place called Blackpool, that's noted fer
fresh air and un!®

As usual, an the cutward and retum journeys we will visit otner paces of
inwrost. Cur driver, Bariio, has already oliorod scveral possibilitios,
amargs: which are Shugborough in Staffordshire, the home of Lard
Lichheld; Blddulph Grange Garden, also in S@ffordshive, but with gardan
featuren that conduct -he visitor on @ miniztire «warkd tour; Lyme Park in
Cheshire, the location for 'Pemberniay’ in tha BBC adaptaton of 'PHdo and
Frejdice’; and ihe Trust's perfectly preserved industrial bertage sile af
Guarry Bank MUl with the idyllic village ol Styal in Cheshee.

nevitably. the ¢osts of accommuodalion and coach bavel have nscn agdin
and {he prica and viabilidy of the holiday depends an au- 8tracting sufficient
rumbers o fill the coach. Yave provisionally booked out ropms at UCL,
but to zecurc the accemmodstion depasita will be required very shortly.  If
yod wish to join the tour, please complete the accempanying Booking Fomm
and re’um it 35 500N 45 poseibla including a stamped eddressad envalopa.

Day Trips, Z005

The programmse for next seazan’s day tins is curently being compiled, but
until | am able to confimy a dslmi‘e date for 8 wieit to Tyntesfield, all the
details canncd be linalised. Hawever, possible dates cf the trips have been
fixed with Barsie and you may | ke to enter them in your diary. [ hoy ane:

Tues, 12" or Wed, 13" Apil Wed, 13 e Mwr, 19" May
Mon, 11" or Tues, 12 July Fri, 12" ar Man, 15" Auwqust
Wed, 7" or Thur, 8% September  Man, 3" or Fr;, 7" October

Aparl from Tyntesfiekd, National Trust proparlics belrg consldered Includo
Wost Wycenibe Pank Greys Caurt, West Green Haouse Garden and retum
visits fo Ightham Mote or Wightwick. English Huriluge alleinalives could
include eiher Witley Coust, Kirby Hall cr a repeat visit to Audley End Heuse
ard Gardens. Full detsila end Booking Forms vall be availabie in the next
Frichds Newsletter and at the March winter legtyres.
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Since the arficle on the 2005 Excursions went to the printers,
we have at last been ghven a date for our long-awaited visit to

TYNTESFIELD

The coach will leave Osterley house car park promptly at 3.30 am
on

TUESDAY, 12" APRIL

As there is likely to be heavy demand for places on this particular
excurshon, seats will be allacated by bsliot.  If you wiah to jain ua, write to
Jim Tickla, 53 Rosecroft Gardens, Twickenham, TW2 7PZ enclosing a
stamped addressed envealope, or phone 3834 4174 or e-mail

jamesali CIve.C0
Applicationa will close on Monday, 14" Febmary.

The cost of the trip will ba £13.20, but please do nol send payment

until placas can be allogated. Booking Forms and details of the
rest of the seascn's day-trips will appear in the March Naws!lattor.
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SIR JOSEPH BANKS - OSTERLEY RESIDENT.

Sir Josoph Banks, botanist, plant collactor and President of the
Rayal Society lived at Spring Grova, Osterley from 1779
He was the only son of William Banks M.P. and landawner.

Joseph discovared botany at the age of 14, His class at Eton had
been for a swim In The Thames when Joseph was taken by the
beauty of the wayside flowers and decided to find out more about
them. At Oxford he hirad the tutor Phiiip Miller, to teach him more
about hotany. It was Miller who inspired Joseph's passlon for exotic
floras and led him to embark on plant <oltecting in distant iands.
Miller worked at Chelsea Physle Garden and Jozeph's mother lived
at Turret House, Paradise Row near the gardens after his father's
death in 1761. In 1764, aged 21 Jeseph Inherited ostates, which
brought him an income of £6,000 a yaar.

Ha decided not to go on the grand tour but went on adventures of
exploration first to Newfoundland and Labrador in 1766 and then to
the South Pacific with Captaln Cook from 1768-1771 and finally to
lceland In 1772 to discover natural history. He financed a team of
naturalists and artists who travelled with him and helped him coilect
and describe the flora and fauna he saw.

Banks reputation as an intrepid and skllled naturalist began at this
time. ©On the voyage to Tahlti Australia and New Zealand he
collected more than 3,600 species and 1400 of these ware new to
science. He and his helpers made oyer 500 botanlcal drawings. It
was Joseph Banks who named Botany Bay in April 1770 because it
contalnad 20 many plants he had never seen before. Plants fram
Australia and New Zealand weare Introduced to British gardens for
Joseph braught hack |lve plants from all hig journeys and these were
grown not just at Chelsea and Kew hut also in the gardens of his
many friends. Were any seen here at Osterlay? We have yeot to find
out

Mrs. Child was famous for ber aviary "where binds which could ba
seen nowhere alsa in Europa”® ware found. Did Mr. Banks return with
exotic wildfow! as well as plants from his voyage with Captain Cook?
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Mrs Child would cartainly have wanted to add these to her
outstanding assembly of rare and beautiful birds.

At Osterley the Eating Raom was belng decoratad whilst Banks was
away. Allegorlcal portraits of the centinents appear above the doors
beautifully depicted by Antonio Zuccl, but there are only four. We
did not know of Australia untll tha tiumphant retum of Cook and
Banks an 12th July, 1774

In 1773, when he was 30 Banks stopped going on extensive tours but
exiendad hls team spensoring othera to search for and collect plants
from around the giobe. These included Frances Masson in Scuth
Africa, William Roxburgh in India, the Duncan brathers |n China and
Iater, George Caley In New South Wales.. From 1773 Banks became
the informal director of Kew Gardens. In 1778 he was elected
President of the Royal Socety and ramalnad so until his death in
1820.

In 1777 he purchase J2 Soho Square as tha cantra for his axpanding
interest in tha discovery, collaction, description, recording and
distribution of plants around the workd.

Joseph Banks mamied Dorothea Hugessen in 17779 and moved to
Spring Grove at Osterley, Seeds from plants cultivated at Chelsea
Physic Garden from specimens collected by Banks during his fravels
were senl to him on a regular basis, Mary Delansy in her 70th year
mada papar cutouts of these axotle plants. Banks sald these were
so0 perfect in every detail that he could accuralely describe a plant
from her representation.

I you wish to discover mora about Banks and his axtraordinary
collections vigit the Enlightenment Gallery at the British Museum.
There are two busts of Joseph Banks - cne at each end of the
gallery, which attempis to recreata the original lgok of the museum
when it cpened in 1759 with the intantion of being a "collection of
everything for everyone". Some of the beautiful engravings made for
Flonlegium arc hero along with tha Maorl shleld, which Banks
describes in hig diary as, found on the baach at Botany Bay.

Robert Child spent £1400 annually on his Osterdey gardens. Banks
was a contemporary arkl a ¢lose neighbour, but were there other
links through the flora and fauna ltself at Osterlay Park?
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