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I write these notes in early May, after a cold damp April. The hopes of a mild Winter
leading to an early Spring, raised by the early showing of snowdrops and daffodils,
have not been borne out by the return to cold conditions over the past few weeks.

However, one benefit of the wet Spring has been the rise in the level of the garden
lake, which suffered badly during the last year's hot dry Summer. The water level
was, at my last visit, still some few inches below the overflow; let us hope that this
yearwe shall have a pattern of rainfallwhich will maintain levels through the Summer.

Since re-opening on 1st April, the House has been busy, particularly at weekends,
when the public have been moved to take cover from the bleak April showers and the
rough winds which "shook the darling buds of May" over the Spring Bank Holiday.
Coming back to the House afresh after the winter break, the changes rnade by the
Trust in re-decoration and conservation over the past few years are seen as a whole.
ln particular, the Long Gallery, with its new paint scheme, new pictures, and newly
upholstered chairs and settees, contrasts markedly with its rather shabby appearance
in the early'90s..

One of the joys of the new season for volunteers at the property is meeting one's
colleagues after the break, and also coming again in contact with visitors. The social
benefits of volunteering are immeasurable; it gives one an impetus to get "out of the
rut", to make new friends, and meet stimulating and rewarding challenges.

One problem is that as it is now seven years since the Trust first catled for volunteers
at Osterley, a proportion of the originalteam are no longer able to give their time and
energies to serve at the Property. More help is urgently needed so that the remaining
"willing horses" are not unmercifully floggedl

I heartily commend to you the joys of Volunteering, either as "Room Stewards" or as
"Mobility Volunteers", driving the Shuttle Buggy or assisting with the loan of Battery
Cars. Those with green fingers may wish to consider joining the teams growing
flowers in the Walled Garden and ananging these forthe displays in the House, which
draw many compliments from visitors - contact Sally Rogers at the House if you wish
to learn more!

U97-S - A fes of Consof;[otio*

The "Friends" financial year ended on 31st March with a substantial balance carried
over for the new season. After the expenditure of t2,000 for the purchase of the



stands for the jars in the Long Gallery at the end of 1996-7, no further large targets
were identified as needing our finance. Some smaller items, such as the sponsorship
of the Welcome and Education leaflets, were discussed and approved during the year,

and the bills for these have been settled in the last few weeks. The "A" board for the
Battery car operation has been repainted at the "Friends" cost with revised wording.

Also agreed at the end of the year were the provision of tables dedicated to
conservation work in the House, and the purchase of picnic tables to be placed

adjacent to the new Car Park. These are being well used by visitors who wish to
picnic close to their cars before visiting the House.
A number of more major projects are in the pipeline, and news of these will be

announced as soon as final decisions are reached.* see page 6l

Sttnutts qrreption ' 3rf, fiuru-

News of this event was given in our last issue, and the response was very gratifying,

if not overwhelming! So much so that we have reached the limit of numbers that can

be accommodated - so, if you did not indicate your wish to attend when renewing your
membership, we must with regret say "House Full"!

Community Week, Sunday 5th July - Sunday 12th July.

Throughout this week, various events have been organised. Many of these are listed

below, and further details are given on the enclosed leaflet.

Cottttut titl Dry' Suilfry Stfi. luty - I{e{p Wonudt

We hope that many members will come to the Park on this day to see the displays
and attractions in store. lt is planned to have displays by the Police, Fire Brigade, St.

John's Ambulance and local Scouts and Guides, with many other attractions, including
displays of spinning, lacemaking, bell-ringing and many, many more!

Stalls are being planned by Ealing N.T.A., as well as by the "Friends". We would be
glad to hear from any member willing to help on the day in any way. We need more
fund-raising attractions, with simple stalls, such as guessing the number of sweets in
a jar or the weight of a cake. Please ring lan Conacher on 560-8523 with any ideas,
suggestions, and otfers of help.

tutfieg Conacfiar b still seeking frigfl-W{ity Bric-a-brac for fier staff - p{ease ri.ng

tfie flffi$e,r a6ooe a)ttfl offe.rsl

l&icasas ott lPoerus h tfo esk

Details of the plans for these displays were circulated with our last issue. The
response from artists wishing to exhibit their works for sale on the railings around the
front lawn on Community Day has been most encouraging, with all available space
now booked.
However, the Poetry Trail has not so far attracted a strong response; any member
who feels sutficiently moved by Osterley in Springtime to write a poem about it should
send it to Barry Williams, who has extended the closing date for entries to 30th June.
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Cotent Qar[en Minuct Daruers

Community Day will end with a display of 18th Century dance by the Covent Garden
Minuet Dancers, making their third appearance at Osterley. This will commence at
7.30 pm, in the open courlyard of the House. Wine will be available in the interual,
and the second part of the programme will include opportunities for "Audience
Participation".

This event is being managed by the "Friends". Tickets, priced at f6.00 will be
available by post from the Chairman - booking form enclosed - and will also be on sale
at the lnformation Point in the Stable-yard.

Corununity YlukEK-frifiitbrl

This will be staged in the Jersey Galleries from Sth to 12th July - opening times and

areN ArKEW^trS ryF{E^gED By ry{E 
^{frrrafu{frL 

rS,ltst

Alice in "tlonle,{oxLf - Wednesday 15th July, at 6.30 pm.

The children's classic, presented by a Company from "lllyria", in the open air.
Tickets t8.00 Adult, €5.00 Child, t26 Family (2 Adults and up to 3 children).
Booking Ref. A35.

ru'IsnU of tfi" Sfteut - Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th July, at 7 pm.

Shakespeare's comedy, presented by a company from "lllyria", in the Pleasure
Grounds. We learn that advance bookings at the Hughenden Box Office have been
going well - so hurry to reserve your ticket! Prices in advance: €8.50 Adult, t5 Child,
t25 family. Booking Ref. A38 (Sat), A39 (Sun). All tickets at gate €10.

Q{enn fl[i{t"er tsanl Ctrcert uitfi fireunk - Saturday, 8th August, at 7.30 pm.

Hits of the'fofiies, played in the original style, with the band underthe portico and the
audience on the lawn in front of the House. Bring your own rugs, chairs, picnics and
enjoy a summer evening's music. Gates open at 5.30 pm. Free parking. Tickets
in advance t12.50 Adult, tO Child, t28 family. Booking Ref. A49.

ADVANCE BOOKINGS FOR THE THREE EVENTS ABOVE MAY BE MADE:

!n person - at the lnformation Point in the Stable-yard on days and times when the
House is open

By Post - National Trust Box Office, P.O. Box 180, High Wycombe, Bucks, HP14 4XT
- quoting Ref. no. as above

By Telephone - Hughenden Box Office - 01494 522234 - a charge of 75p will be
made for credit card bookinos - quote reference nos. as above.

'Fieflds' oisi*
Jim Tickle is pleased to announce that all his trips, including the Holiday in Wales, are
sold out - except for the visit to Sheffield Park Gardens on Tuesday, 6th October.



Letters Beceived
We print below letters received from Barry Williams and Sally Rogers, acknowledging
recent donations by the "Friends".

Dear lan,

Many tfionfu for your {.etter of 24tfi. Aprit errc[osing a cfiequz fro* tfrz frbnls for
f654, tufag I, tfrorgfi. your Cfiainnan, eryress tny tfi.onk to tfu Committee anl
mzm"6ers for aI[ tfieir fiztp and support? Our Educotion onl tfre Wehome tcaf{ex
ref{ect Oster[ey's comtnitment to [eepening interest, Lroalening tfie appeal of tfie
propertg an[ increasing aisitor oppreciotbru and enjoyment, I atqs, tfierefore,

dztigfrted ufun tfre Frienls cfiose to support 6otfi. tfrese pu.6[icatbns. ht retun, I
fiope tfiat tfiry 

"rit{ 
giae you additbnat pubtbity and increase pu6fb ouareness of

tfie important rofe p{aye{ 6y tfie friends of tfrb property.

'I,litfr 6est ubfus,

Borry Wi$iarns

Deor lan,

I am utriting to tfianLtfrz friendt of Oster[ey for ena1firlg lts to purcfiase tftree

ta"6t$ for tfie I{ouse.

I cfiose tahtet witfi darftgreen tops especiaffy so tfiat tfiey ore east[y recogruisahfe and
fiaae [abe[[e{ tfrem for l{ottse 'tke Onty (Npt to Be tak:n Outsidc).

/ou uill 6e interested to Lnout tfiat tfitse taites uere grant[y nzeded for any
con"seflation uor(tfiat frquznttg tofos ptace iru tfie 9{ouse, As you con inwgitu
uitfr tfie fragi{a contents of Oste{ey a)e are aery oigi[ant aiout drut etc. anl ruut
fiaoe c[ean areas to worNon. onb teK-ti{e uorkor hooLuorfrutill tafu pface on
tfrese ta6tes.

'lile are detigfrted to fiaoe our 'oultl.' tabtes. Q[ease tfiank-att tfie friends for tfuir
continuing support - it is aery ruu.fi appreciated,

fours sincerefy,

Sa{ty Roger*

Anrunt Qetrcra[ Mcztitrg

This will be held at Osterley on Wednesday, 7th October, 1998. The agenda and
Annual Report will be circulated with our next issue, to be published in September.



Lioirg in tfia @i65est K?ren ilv{ffitay

Last November I took 6 months otf from my job at Osterley Park as Visitor Services
to spend the winter living and working in St. Maarten, a small island in the Caribbean,
north of Antigua. I had some friends over there already; my best friend and her family
had been sailing round the Caribbean for the past six years. They spent the winters
in St. Maarten working. When the hurricane season came in June they sailed south
to islands Iike Grenada and Tobago and relaxed forthe summer. There was a whole
sailing community made up of yachts from all over the world who would do the same
thing. So when I arrived in November, many of the boats were just arriving back from
the South.

The sailing community over there was very close, very friendly and everyone knew
each other. I found this quite strange at first, having lived in London where you don't
even know your neighbours. lf a stranger walked into the bar then everyone there
wanted to know who they were. Consequently, it did not take me long to meet people
and make friends. The bar was 'The Soggy Dollar". lt was the main meeting point
of the area, not only because sailors like a drink but because it was also right next to
the dingy dock, so you had to go through it to get home. Of course this usually meant
that you got back home later than you planned. ln fact it was almost impossible to
avoid it. There was always someone you knew there.

I lived with some friends on a SO-foot yacht that unfortunately had seen better days.
It had no electricity, running water or even a toilet. What it did have was lots of rust,
a few holes and cockroaches that were getting bigger by the day and refused to die
no matter what we tried. lt was very basic but it was free, which was great because
accommodation over there was really expensive. lt had previously been lived on by
a couple who had stripped it of everything they could sell and had tried to sink it to
cover their tracks. Luckily for us, they chose a spot that was too shallow. When we
got it, it was a mess, but with a lot of work we made it into home. lt became home
to quite a few of us. Because of its size it could sleep about eight, and there were
always people coming and going. Living on "Drifting Clouds" was very sociable. With
no television we had to entertain ourselves, which meant a lot of barbecues and
parties and people stopping by all the time for a chat.

All we had to cook on was a one ring gas stove, so to make life easier we often ate
out. The loca! Caribbean cuisine otten involved barbecues of ribs and chicken,
although I prefened the fresh fish like snapper, swordfish, tuna and even shark. The
only trouble with eating in the local Caribbean restaurants or Rum Shacks was that
they were so slow! They think nothing of making you wait an hour for your food; you
get it when they are ready to serve you. This is the way of life over there and you
come to expect it. lt is not just in the restaurants. Things happen when they happen,
and sometimes they don't happen at all.

I worked on a 120 foot motor yacht called "Our Toy" - only a multi-millionaire could
regard it as a toy. lt was work $15 million, and no expense was spared in its
decoration. There was a Renoir in the master bedroom and a Jacuzzi on the top
deck. I was paid $80 a day as a deck hand to help maintain the boat. I worked from
8 to 5, cleaning and scrubbing, sanding and painting. lt was hard work, especially in
the mid-day sun, but the money was good. The owners would fly down from Anlerica
once a month to use the boat, the rest of the time it was docked. So I would work for
about three weeks and then have a week otf.



On.og days otf we would ofien travelto other islands near by, like Anguilla, St. Bartsand Tintimar. They were a lot less spoilt with fewer tourists. Then wi really did feetlike we were on holiday, we would go sight seeing, swimming oi.irprv bunging onthe beach working on our tans. We would often g-o snorkellirig, whicf, l'loved. I wasalways amazed by the colours of the fish and thi coral. I ab6'managed to do quitea lot of sailing while I was there, including taking part in the Heineken- Regatta.

Living in the Caribbean was great fun. There was always something to do or see,there were lots of parties and new experiences to be had. rt was fariicularly nice tolive in the sun. However, after five months I was ready to comJ r.ror". Living inparadise is not as easy ?s you might think. After a while .r"n ine irr!.rc too much,and I longed for the basics in life lke a shower and a toilet. r nioa gieat time living
in the Caribbean, Tany are surprised I wanted to come home, but I cin honestly sayI am glad to be back.

Spring Plant Fair - 17th May.

This was a wel! attended event, with the stable_yard
"Friends", by Ealing N.T.A., by volunteers trom tne
growers.
unfortunately, possibly because of ditficult growing conditions caused bythe cold April,donations from members of plants for saliat thiievent were down on last year. Ourthanks are due to those who did provide us with some stock, and to the Estate
Gardeners whose contribution combined with members' otferings io mat<e an attractive
show.
Thanks to this, a total of 81 17 was raised during the day - including 840 received for

Thrash 98.

This is the title of. a Reunion planned for 13th - 15th November at Kingston Lacey, inDorset, aimed principally at volunteers. who participate in outdoor *drring holidays.The weekend inc.ludes "working parties" as wilt 
" 

glio"o walks. trleais are provided,
and accommodation is on a sCnbot floor - bring yirr o*n steeping bigl

It seems unlikely that there are many among our membership who would relish sucha weekend. lf there is anyone out there wni is interested, lan Conacher can supplyfurther details.
lndeed, if there is among the Membership anyone who feels moved to recruit andmanage a group of outdoor volunteers for tasks at the Property, then Barry Williamswould be delighted to hear from him - or herl
an estate-grown lrish yew Tree, about five feet high!

' Stop Press!*
At a meeting on Th.u.rsday 21st May the "Friends" Committee decided to pay the costof purchasing a cabinet to contain ine coin coilection, begun oy nooert child, whichas been donated to.The Trust by Lord Jelsey. The Gabinel witn its splenoio contentswill stand in the entrance to the Strong noom.
The "Friends" Committee also.agreedto purchase five more osterley Bird pictures
which have come onto the market. Four pictures from the same set were acquired bythe "Friends" and now hang in the Childb Bedroom. ThesJ;;* p"i;i"o ov WliamHayes for Mrs. child as a record of her coltection of rare and exotic birds at osterley.

filled with stalls set up by the
Region, and by commercial



!EBI_EV PABIS SAIAIAEB EVENTS ?99

Live Crafts Fair
10am-5pm

150 craft makers & artists demonstrate
original, cotrtemporary & traditional

crafts, including blacksmith. bee keeper
and more. Adult f3.50 Seniors f3

Child f I NT Members free on Friday

Community Day with
Pictures, Music & Poetry Trail

11am-Spm
l,ocal artists & musicians displav &
perfomr their work around the Park.

Plus children's games, displavs.
dancing, stalls & much more. A fi.m

day out for everyone !

Free parking & admission to park

The Covent Garden
Minuet Danccrs

7.30pm
In period costume perform 17thl18&

century dances on the Portico.

f,6 (to include a glass of r.ine)

TREE WALK
with out Assistant Head Gardener.

Look at sorne of our many interesting
trees in Osterlev's 350 acres of
landscaped park and fannland.
Walli start at 7 .30. Tickers f2

ESTATE WALK
with our Propertv Manager, to hear

about managrng the estate as $.e
approach the 2l st Century..

Walli start at 7 .30 . Ticket.s €2

TEN SUMMER WINES
Wine tasting presented b1, Llnwins.lhe
vvine merchants. followed by a summer
buffet ofassorted quiche ald salad and

desserl. fl5 perhead.

Advauce booking esseutial

Horse Drawt Wagonette Ritles
around thc Park

f5 for a 2Ontin rido around the park.

2 - 4pm. No need to book..

Children's Thcatre in thc Park
"Alice in Wondcrland"

6.30pm (gate opens 5.30pm)
Perfonned b_v Illyria in the Pleasure
Grounds. Bring a rug or chair and a

picnic for this open air perfomance.
Adult f,8 Child f5 Familv f26

Shakespeare in thc Park
"The Taming of The Shrew"

7pm (gate opens 6pm)
Boisterous b+ttle of the sexes comedy.

perfornied by lllyria in tho Pleasure
(hounds. Bring a rug or chair and a

picnic for this ope* air perfiormanoe.

Adutt f,8.50 Child f,5 Family f25
.4.11 Tickets on the gate { l0

Warden's Fun Days
10am.3pm

Hat e a go at pond dipping or a mini-
beast trail through the Park.

Bring a picnic.
f4 (children only !)

Summer BandConcert
with Fireworks

7.30pm (gate opens 530pm)
The Glem Miller Orchestra's open-air
spectacular. Bring a pionio & seating
and danoe tlrc 

"ight 
awav to Big Band

favourites. 4O's-style dress optional I

RaffIe. Spectaoular firework finale.
Aduh f12.50 Child f,6 Familv f28

Great British Pet Walk
l0am

Sponsored by Petplan.
Further information & registration

Tel: 0l8l-580 8080

I'Aspects of Osterley'?
A one-day conferenee

Please telephone for flrrther details
0181-568 7714

f30 (to inolude coffee. lunch and tea)
Advancc booking.

"Putting The Hquse to Bed"
10am-12.30pm

Cro behind the scenes at this National
'lrust house during thc Winter. f,l0 (ro
include tea & cake) Advance booking

Wednesday - Friday April -October
Pre-booked horse-dralm rides around

the Park for a maxinrum of 6 at a time.
f5 per person (minimum charge f,25)

Advalce bookiug.

10 Jun, 15 Jul, 12 Aag,9 Sept, l4Oct
See and tallt to our House Steu,ard

while she undertakes an example of
da1.to-day consen,ation housekeeping.

I;ree $ith house entry.

The Galleries a"re open from 1-5pm
Wed-Sun during exhibitions.

Adrnission is frec

Community Week Exhibition
Local schools, artists- art groups &

staff exhibit thsir work.

Nerv Artists
An exhibition of quilting & soft

firrnishings, sculpfure and Drhl:;.

Details are accutale at time of goitrg
to press in )vlay 1998. All advance

booking events can be booked through
Osterley Park Lli,sitor Seruice.s ort
018I -568 77 I I or at our Visitor

Infonnalion Point in the Stablet,arcl
during Ilouse openittg hortrs.

Advance booking.

Creative Embroidery
by Margarct Griffiths

A rlide varieg of embroiden'
techniques will be exhibited and

demonstrated including stmrpwork,
silk painting, trapunto quilting, needle

he. patch work and need

"The Art Works"

ssiok Studio Artist's Work

The work of Anita Young, a local artist
r,vho worlis witil the landscape. Anita
tutors artists at the Richmond Adult


