
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 2026 COMMENCING AT 11.15 IN THE STUDY BASE, OSTERLEY PARK 

Present: Management Committee Members: Howard Simmons (in the chair), Peter Bush, John Collis, Yvonne Dias, Mike Doran, Margaret Friday, Margaret Lydamore, Sophie O’Donnell, Susan Parsons and 27 members.
Apologies for absence: Angela Arratoon, Christine Craik, Nic Ferriday, Linda Foster, Hilda Lilley, Ed Locke, Margaret Newell, Maggie Thorburn and Vik Sharma
 
1. Welcome
1.1	Howard Simmons welcomed everybody and confirmed the meeting was quorate.  

2. Minutes of the AGM held on 30 April 2025
2.1	The Minutes of the AGM held on 30 April 2025 had been circulated with the agenda. Proposed by Sandra Hunkin and seconded by Wendy Robertson, the minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.

3. Annual Report presented by the Chairman on behalf of the Trustees
3.1 Howard firstly highlighted the new buggy – christened in honour of the late Douglas Craik on 11 March. He thanked the Friends for being supportive of the work the Friends did and being passionate about Osterley.

3.2	The Friends had much enjoyed five coach trips in 2025 to Standen, Mottisfont Abbey, Hinton Ampner, Audley End and Petworth. Howard noted that the cost of coaches had increased a lot due to fuel costs. Margaret Friday had led visits to the Tallow Chandlers Hall, Stephens House & Gardens, Fenton House, a train visit to St Albans, Kingswood House, a walk in Bloomsbury, the Royal Mews and Somerset House 

3.3	The Friends had continued to enjoy talks at the monthly coffee mornings with an increasing number of attendees: Andy Eddy, Head Gardener at Osterley talked about new plantings in the garden; Chris Cleeve spoke of the Trust’s new strategy; Michael Peacock gave the second part of his history of Brentford; Georgia Matthews, Visitor Operations & Experience Manager at Osterley, talked about the successful Gorgeous Georgians exhibition and future plans; Matti Wooton, Chief Archivist at the V&A Museum; Christine Diwell on Isleworth through the ages; Michael Peacock again on airfields in the vicinity of Brentford; James Marshall on the Centenary of the Great West Road; Bessie White talked about her great-grandfather who was an engineer in 19th century Russia. In December we enjoyed another Christmas Lunch at the Grasshoppers Club.  2026 started with a talk by Katie Hintcliffe about Boston Manor House.

3.4	Close liaison had continued with the other support associations through the National Trust’s London & South East (LSE) Supporter Groups meeting providing some interesting ideas and practices.  Susan had presented on committee recruitment talking about the Friends’ use of REACH; this had stimulated lively discussion with the other support associations many of whom had the same issues. 

3.5 	In November 2025 the Friends had said goodbye to Chris Cleeve, who left after 4½ years as Osterley’s General Manager to pursue a career as a barrister; thanks were expressed for his support in acquiring the new buggy.  Collette Hamilton had joined in November as Interim General Manager pending the appointment of a permanent GM for the new Osterley and Runnymede portfolio. 
3.6  	Howard thanked the Committee who had made it all happen: Peter Bush, John Collis, Yvonne Dias, Mike Doran, Margaret Friday, Margaret Lydamore, Sophie O’Donnell, Susan Parsons and Vik Sharma.

3.7  	Proposed by Marion Huffer and seconded by Peter Bush, the report was adopted.
                          
4 Presentation of Examined Accounts for year ending 31 December 2025
4.1	The Accounts were presented by Sophie O’Donnell.  

4.2	There were 184 Friends, a small increase on the previous year. Subscription income was slightly up. Subscriptions would remain at £10 and £16 which she suggested represented good value for money. It was particularly appreciated that Friends paid for their subscriptions and 100 Club shares by Standing Order; this simplified the collection of income. The coffee mornings had seen good attendance and contributed a surplus as had the coach trips and local visits. There had been the usual donations to the gardeners and the costume makers. 

4.3	On the Expenditure side, operating costs had been similar to 2024. A major cost continued to be the printing and distribution of the newsletter. She asked Friends to take the colour version electronically as opposed to the black & white printed version many of which had to be posted. Sophie thanked those Friends who hand delivered the newsletters.

4.4	The Friends had been carrying a buffer to cover uncashed cheques from the 2019 holiday to Aberdeen; the monies had not been claimed and that debt had been written off.  It had been agreed to keep a year’s turnover in the current account so a larger than usual transfer of £6,000 had been made to the Supporters Donation Account held by the Trust which therefore stood at £43,728.27 as at 28 February 2026 (the Trust’s year end) after contributing to the new buggy.

4.5	Finally, Sophie thanked Linda Foster who had examined the accounts.

4.6   	The adoption of the examined accounts was proposed by Margaret Lydamore, seconded by John Collis, and agreed. 

5 Election of Committee Members
5.1	Howard advised that under the Constitution, at the AGM the Friends elected from amongst themselves the Officers (Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon Secretary and Treasurer, although one person might hold two roles) and not less than five other Committee members.

5.2 	The AGM unanimously elected:
· Howard Simmons as Chairman
· Peter Bush as Vice-Chairman
· Sophie O’Donnell as Hon Treasurer
· Susan Parsons as Hon Secretary
· John Collis, Yvonne Dias, Michael Doran, Margaret Friday, Margaret Lydamore and Vik Sharma as Committee members.

5.3	Howard hoped that a Newsletter Editor would be appointed soon.

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the accounts
6.1	Proposed by Margaret Lydamore and seconded by Marion Huffer, Linda Foster was re-appointed.

The meeting closed at 11.28.						11 September 2026 sp
