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               Epsom Garden Society: June 2021

               Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ

                Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168

                Show Secretary: Cathy Flitter 07821 277708

Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or email me, margarethaslam6@gmail.com
Looking forward to our lovely Flower Show on July 24th!
Helpers are very welcome on Friday 23rd at 5pm. Cathy has managed to hire the whole ground floor of St Martin's School, so there will be plenty of room to spread ourselves out this time. We are also planning delicious cream teas to be eaten outside on the grass. If you have a trophy from a previous Show we need it back! Please contact Cathy.

We do need somebody to staff the Book Stall, we have been given some lovely gardening books, some autographed. More are welcome. Also if you would like to help in any way, please let Cathy know.

Do enter the Show, it is much more fun to put something in  rather than think 'Mine is better than that!' when you are walking round later. The most you can lose is 20p!

To enter the Show: decide what you are going to enter, let Cathy know before 8pm on Thursday 22nd, phone 07821 277708 or email catherine.flitter2@ntlworld.com, and then bring your entry to St Martin's School before judging starts at 11am on Saturday morning and pay 20p for each entry. Last year's Schedule has rules and exhibiting tips, if you have lost yours look on our website 
https://e-voice.org.uk/epsomgardensociety/egs-show-schedule-2019-2020/ and for advice 
https://e-voice.org.uk/epsomgardensociety/our-next-show/ This is our only Show this year so we have included some classes from both Spring and Autumn, and it is easier just to list them here.
Section 1: No Fun/Novelty Classes this time. Please check your Schedule for conditions.
Section 2 : Flowers
Trophies : The Challenge Cup [Henry J Roll] Highest points in Rose Classes

The Peter Grimshaw Trophy highest points in Flower Classes excluding Roses

The Swainston Challenge Cup highest points for Sweet Peas, 

The Presidents Cup for highest points in section 2,  The Ron Wing trophy for best Pot Plant,

Certificate/Rosette for 'Best in Show'
1  Rose : one bloom

2  Roses : three blooms in one vase

3  Roses : six blooms in one container, two or more cultivars

4 Roses : cluster flowered, one stem, one vase [Cluster flowered roses include floribunda, rambler,   polyantha, cluster flowered climbers etc.]

5   Roses : cluster flowered, three stems in one vase

6  Roses : old fashioned type, three stems in a vase [These can be 'David Austin' varieties or traditional such as Rosa gallica, Mundi, Moss etc.]

7  Roses : six or more stems in a bowl, use holder, wire or oasis in a traditional 'rose bowl'

8  Sweet Peas, two vases, six stems in each, sweet pea foliage allowed

9  Sweet  Peas, vase of six mixed stems, sweet pea foliage allowed

10  Clematis, three stems, one vase, one or more cultivars

11  Hardy Herbaceous Flowers, one vase, three kinds, five stems. Seasonal examples include; achillea, aconitums, anthemis, campanulas, crocosmia, gaura, hardy geraniums, helenium [sunflower family], red hot pokers, nepeta, phlox etc. Space should not exceed 18” square. 

12  Hardy Dianthus [pinks], six stems, one or more kinds, one vase

13  Half-hardy Annuals, three kinds, five stems, one vase

14  Flowering Shrubs, three stems in bloom, one or more kinds

15  Hosta leaves, six, one or more varieties in a vase

16  Pansies or Violas, six blooms, one or more varieties, shown on a board/card with stems in water container below

17   Fuchsias, six blooms, one or more kinds, shown on a board/card with stems in water container below.

18  Ornamental Foliage Plant, not a grass, one pot

19  Flowering plant, one pot, in flower

20  Pelargonium, regal, ivy-leaved, zonal or scented, in flower, one pot

21  Ornamental Grass in a pot, maximum size 9” diameter

22  Annual or Biennial Flowers, one or more kinds, one vase, overall table space not to exceed 15” x !5”

23  Penstemon, three stems, one or more kinds, one vase

24  Single Cactus or Succulent in a pot

25  Cacti, Succulent or Alpine garden, three or more varieties in a container not to exceed 46 x 31 cms or 42cm round

26  Delphinium, three stems, one or more kinds, one vase

27  Phlox, three stems, one or more kinds, one vase

28  Dahlias, three stems, one or more kinds, one vase

29  Sunflower, one stem
Section 3 : Fruit
Trophies: The Lindley Fruit Trophy for highest points in Fruit section, 

Certificate/Rosette for 'Best in Show'
30  Strawberries, ten, leave the stalks attached

31  Gooseberries, ten, leave the stalks attached

32  Blackcurrants, Redcurrants or Whitecurrants, five strings or bunches

33  Raspberries, ten, leave the stalks attached

34  Loganberries, Boysonberries or Tayberries, ten, leave the stalks attached

35  Any other Fruit, see Schedule for number
Section 4 : Vegetables
Trophies: The Humphries Vegetable Trophy for highest points in Vegetable section

Bill Ramage Trophy for best vegetable exhibit
36  Cucumbers, two

37  Peas, eight pods

38  Beetroot, two

39  Potatoes, three

40  Radishes, six

41  Courgettes, three

42  French Beans, six

43  Lettuce, with root [washed]

44  Collection of cut culinary herbs, five kinds, varieties to be named on accompanying card

45  Any other Vegetable, see Schedule for numbers

46  Tomatoes, standard five or cherry eight
Section 5 : Novices
Trophies: Percy Grimes Memorial Trophy for highest points in Novice category [minimum three classes entered],  Certificate/Rosette for Best in Show
47  Roses, three blooms one vase, one or more varieties

48  Pot plant, foliage or flowering

49  Collection of mixed garden flowers, can include herbaceous perennials, annuals, half-hardy annuals but not shrubs

50  Flowering Shrub, three stems, one or more kinds, one vase

51  Collection of four cut herbs, named on accompanying card

52  Single Cactus or succulent in a pot

53  Beans, runner, french or borlotti, five of one kind

54  Tomatoes, standard or cherry, five of one kind

55  Courgettes, two

56  Any other Vegetable, three, one or more types

57  Fruit, five, one or more types
Section 6 : Flower Arrangements
Trophies: The Esther Barley Cup for highest points in Flower Arrangement section, 

The Barbara Meineck Trophy for open class, 

Phyllis Dunbar Novice Award for highest points in category, 

Floral Art Certificates for Judge's Choice and Best in Show, 

The Valerie Moody Cup for Best use of Colour in Flower arrangement section
  OPEN CLASSES
58  Easy Elegance – an exhibit

59  Showtime – an exhibit

  ADVANCED CLASSES
60  Softly Softly Summer – an exhibit

61  Rosy Glow – an exhibit

  INTERMEDIATE CLASSES
62  Swirls and Curls – an exhibit

63  Castaway – a seascape exhibit

  NOVICE CLASSES
64  Jewel Box – an exhibit

65  Summer Pastimes – an exhibit
Section 7 : Junior Exhibitors
Certificates to be awarded for first, second and third in all categories

Bernard Vyvyan Trophy for most points in any Junior section
  PRE-SCHOOL – UNDER 5
66  Prints and Paint, an A4 picture using vegetables

67  A container of growing carrot tops

68  Hand-tied posy displayed in a jar of water

  AGES 5 – 10
69  A nasturtium or sunflower plant grown from seed by the exhibitor
70  Salad leaves or radishes grown by the exhibitor

71  A Photo, any Summer subject

71 Hand-tied posy displayed in a jar of water

72  Flower Arrangement – Sunshine
  AGES 11 – 15
73  A vase of summer flowers grown by the exhibitor

74  A Photo – Summer Games

75  Hand-tied Posy displayed in a vase

76  Flower Arrangement – Summer Fruits
Section 8 : Photography
Trophies: The Norman Fisher Cup for highest points in photography section

Certificate/Rosette for Best in Show
77  Close Up

78  Action Photo

79  Oh dear – look at the weeds!

80  Two photos depicting 'opposites' ie: Up/Down, light/dark, hot/cold etc.

81  Whatever the Weather, taken from the Spring schedule
Section 9 : Homecraft
82  A Sewn item, made for the Show and unworn

83  Painting, any medium, maximum size A4

84  A greeting card

85  Any Craft item, including model kits

86  Drawing, any medium, maximum size A4

87  A knitted or crochet item, made for the Show and unworn

88  A DIY item for the garden, eg.  Bird Box, Planter etc.
Section 10 : Food
Certificate/Rosette  for Best in Show 
89  Five Chocolate Brownies, display your recipe

90  Three Cheese Scones, display your recipe

91  A Slice of Quiche

92  Small jar of Fruit Curd

93  Jar of Marmalade, made this year

94  Jar of Chutney, can have been made in 2020

95  Two large Sausage Rolls, made by men only, recipe on page 26 of the Schedule

96  Jar of soft-fruit Jam, made of fruit available by Juy or readiy available

97  Cake with fruit ingredient, display your recipe

98  A Vegetable salad, with Home-made Dressing
That should keep us all busy!

On 17th May Cherrill Sands gave us a fact filled talk about 'Arts and Craft Gardens in the South East', with such lovely photos that we all wanted to dash out and visit them straight away. Cherrill's advice is to contact them first and check opening times. More are opening every day. 

The point of an Arts and Craft garden is to display the flowers in a naturalistic fashion. Before this Victorian seasonal carpet bedding had been all the rage. Tender flowers were grown in greenhouses and the flowers were displayed in block colour patterns, to be viewed from a distance, and totally replaced three times a year with the old flowers thrown on the compost heap. This system needs a lot of staff to implement!
William Morris was one of the first to want to return to ideas of honesty and integrity in gardening, and planted his gardens as if they were rooms to match his house. He was enthused by mediaeval ideas of' 'Hortus Conclusus' and thrilled by the idea that his Red house was on the old Pilgrims' Way. His wallpaper designs were inspired by his garden, and the embroiders for his soft furnishing were told they were gardening with silk thread!
Standen, now owned by the National Trust, on the Isle of Wight, was also built by Philip Webb. It has lots of William Morris wallpaper and fabrics. Helen, one of the daughters, was seven when the house was being built and asked Mr Webb if he would make her a room of her very own. She was tired of being bossed about by her numerous siblings. For a fee of sixpence he included a little room above the porch, entered by a twisting stair. She was delighted!

The original planting plan included lots of orange and purple flowers and the National Trust are trying to re-instate this. The garden rooms here include Pavilions to encourage people to walk out to them, and shelter them when they do, a quarry garden that provided stone for the construction of the house and then became a rockery, a meadow garden that is not cut until September, and always seems to be full of butterflies, and a swimming pond and an orchard with quinces and mulberries as well as apples and pears.
William Robinson was a working gardener with ideas of his own. He desperately hated carpet bedding and liked naturalistic planting. He wrote two books about his ideas, 'The wild garden' in 1870 and 'English floral garden' in 1883, and these were so influential and earned him such a lot of money that he could afford to buy Gravetye Manor and have many acres of land of his own to plant. He kept diaries on what he was planting, and we find that bamboo varieties were not a success as they were too invasive and were dug up and replaced with magnolias instead. Gravetye Manor is now a hotel and guests can wander in the wonderful gardens. One of our members asked if this was the chap who threw blue bell bulbs out of the train window when he used the train, which became the blue-bell line. Cherrill hoped that was true because she had only heard that he would leave the greenhouse door open in London Parks, hoping that the carpet bedding plants would catch cold and die! No room to mention Vann, or Christopher Lloyd or Gertrude Jekyll here, but  thanks to Cherrill for this lovely talk.

On Monday 21st June Hilary Kirk is returning to talk about 'Bees'.
Small Ads.: Gardener needed, in Epsom, please phone 01372 *******.

Do you have gardening aches and pains? For massage and soft tissue advice please contact Sarah at SEW Soft Tissue Therapy on 077363 18471 or email SEWsofttissuetherapy@outlook.com or visit www.SEWsofttissuetherapy.co.uk.                                                                                  Best wishes Margaret
