[image: image5.jpg]‘SpIRaBUZBIB/ A 02 2uadBdoBUEY AN

098022 0150

o> U spIEbUZEILY

fy S| alsgam Aw Jo 21nyooiq & 1o}

o Sl JOBJUO0D 85B3|d "SI Yelo B

'__—Jaded Buiddeim ‘spieo sbunsalb

Apuaiy Ajrejuswiuoliaus ‘Ayjenb

ybiy jo abuel snosbiob e |
¢sassauisng [e90]

8 yshiig Hoddns o} a1 nok o




           Epsom Garden Society: March 2021

           Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ

          Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168

          Show Secretary: Cathy Flitter 07821 277708

Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or email me, margarethaslam6@gmail.com
On the 15th February Mark Saunders gave us an interesting talk about 'Photographing Your Garden.' Mark is Head Gardener at Flitwick House and also takes a lot of photos, although he is not a professional photographer. His talk was intended to inspire and encourage us to take more photos rather than be super technical. He bought his first digital camera back in 2004, after being quite happy with film up until then. [Kodak didn't think it would catch on either!] Now Mark mostly uses his phone, the important thing is not what equipment you have but whether it is with you at the crucial moment and has a charged battery and space on the memory card! His photographs are an aid to memory as he remembers the occasion when he took each one, and is ready for several talks based on his store. Several of his photos have been printed in 'International Wild-Life Photographer of the Year' book, which pleased him very much. Having his camera handy meant that Mark was able to quickly snap a lovely photo of a kestrel that had landed unexpectedly when he had flown into something and stunned himself, after a few moments he had got his breath back and flew away. While gardening, a dragonfly landed on his finger and rested for five minutes. Quickly fumbling his phone out of his right pocket with his left hand he managed to take some really stunning close up photos. 

A good tip for taking wild-life photos is to hold the camera quite close to the action but keep back yourself, the subject doesn't see the camera as so much of a threat.

Cropping in is a good idea, you can focus in on the centre of a flower without including the tip of every petal, and the result is more dramatic. Then followed some lovely photos to explain Mark's ideas, A beautiful butterfly had yellow veins on his wings that were set off well by a smudgy yellow out of focus background, beginning to sound like a design for bedroom curtains, as Mark said!

Three points to think of are Light, Composition and Subject. You can sometimes improve the colour in your photos by not including the sky. That might be too bright and your camera will over compensate by making the rest of the photo too dark. Also photos on an overcast day might be better for colour. See if your camera has a little flower symbol, this means you can take really close-ups. Another handy tip is to take a water squirter when you intend to take flower photos. I really liked a photo of a row of wet buttercups sparkling in the sun-light.

For Composition, think about shapes that will lead your eye into the picture, such as a water trough or an arch. For Subject, a better photo means a better looking object! You can't go wrong with those beautiful vegetables at Chelsea Flower Show!  Thanks Mark for this inspiring talk.
Our photography competition was very popular last year, and so we are planning an Epsom Garden Society Calendar this year, and invite everyone to take seasonal photos throughout the year and to submit them by email to Cathy Flitter, catherine.flitter2@ntlworld.com by 1st September to allow for printing time. Winners to be chosen by members of the Committee, except they will stand back and not judge any that they enter. We need a photo for each month and one overall winner for the front cover that will win an Old Moat Garden voucher. Thank you to them! Landscape shaped photos are preferable, and for subject you are in charge, whatever you think would be suitable. Looking forward to seeing your entries!
Included with your newsletter are some of the adverts from companies who are supporting us by paying to be included in our Schedule. It seemed fairer to remind you about them while we are not looking at the Schedule until Shows can be held again. 

Also, don't forget that you can claim a 40% discount on any seed order from Dobies, and 10% off other items by telling them our discount code: ??????????? You can see what they have to offer by looking on the internet, or phone me, Margaret, 01372 724138, for a catalogue.
Cathy has been busy arranging Zoom meetings for us to enjoy. Alison Gillot is returning to demonstrate 'Spring Flower Arrangements' on 15th March, John and June Baker, who gave us the excellent talk about hostas a while ago, are going to talk about 'Lovely Lilies' on the 12th April, Cherill Sands will tell us about 'Arts and Craft Gardens' on the 15th May and on 21st June Hilary Kirk, who gave us the talk about Low Allergen Planting last year will give us an update on this with some advice about 'Planting for Bees.' Not everyone that Cathy has approached can cope with Zoom, but are looking forward to talking to us when we are allowed to meet in the hall again. One of these is Russell Bowes who gave us the exciting talk about poisonous plants two years ago. He has been busy restoring his garden and has put the results on his web-site. Try  https://capabilitybowes.wordpress.com/restoring-my-own-garden/ 

Zoom has been so successful and well attended that we are wondering whether to continue using it for the winter months when we don't usually have meetings.

Our Show is booked for 24th July this year, change of date so we don't clash with Ashtead. Judges booked and both school halls organised, we are just hoping that all will be well and we can go ahead.
The Surrey Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society have booked dates for their Shows after sadly having to cancel everything last year. The dates are 22nd August for their Members' Show, 12th September for the Main Early Show, 26th September for the Members' Show. Venues will be announced nearer the times.
After the Posy Simmons piece last time I thought you might like this jolly poem that I found in 'Punch' years ago:
'The Meadow Wreath' by E. V. Knox
I made myself a wreath of Adder's Tongue

  And Barnaby and Ramp and Bent and Twitch,

And Weaslesnout and Weld were thereamong,

  And Elbow Out of Joint and Bitter Vetch.
And Broomrape and Marsh Lousewort and the flower

  of Gromwell and the Yellow Mellilot

And Butterbur and Dwale and Kitchen Scout,

  There were not many herbs that I forgot.
I did not cease to gather Stavesacre

  And Leopard's Bane that makes the Mole afraid

And Sauce Alone and Jum and Dittander

  And horrid Jack-in-Hedge that turns the spade.
And Frogbit that the gentle shepherds love

  And Good King Henry useful for the squint

And Scammony and Dill and Hangman's Glove

  And Gold of Pleasure and Blue Calamint.
I took the leaves of Water Agrimony

  And Pipisway and Tutsan and Behen,

And wove them close with purple Pellitory

  And Whitlow Grass and Brooklime from the fen.
And tufted Senicle and Feverfew

  And Creeping Charlie and Cow Gallingale

And Adam's Blanket wet with early dew

  And Maiden's Petticoat and Horse's Tail,
Until the thing at last became a bore

   And all the labour of my hands seemed vain,

I did not know what I had done it for:

  I shall not make a meadow wreath again.
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