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               Epsom Garden Society: January 2021

               Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ

                Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168

                Show Secretary: Cathy Flitter 07821 277708

Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or email me, margarethaslam6@gmail.com
Please do have a look at your Schedule for last year, we are very conscious that our advertisers possibly didn't get as many viewings as they should have done as our Shows had to be cancelled. It is kind of them to support us as their fees just about covered the cost of printing the schedule. Chessington Garden Centre and The Old Moat Garden Centre and Ashtead Park Garden Centre are all offering us 10% discount on plants, that are not already in some special offer, F. Giles, based at Chessington Garden Centre, 01372 720123, is offering 10% discount on mower servicing, all of these need to see your membership card and to be told that you are claiming the discount before they ring things up on the till. Epsom Footcare chiropody specialists, 01372 722092, are ready to help us, and Beeches Tree Care, 020 8669 1754, have twenty years’ experience in tree and garden care. Rosebery Manor Care and Nursing Home, 01372 540238, are ready with comfort and friendliness when they are needed. Also, don't forget Dobies Seeds are offering us a generous discount, I still have plenty of catalogues left if you would like one. Just phone or email me, Margaret, 01372 724138 or email margarethaslam6@gmail.com. 
We have a new advertiser too, Dave Ford tree care, 01306 888441, who are excellent at all aspects of tree management, info@davefordtreecare.co.uk.

Thank you to all of them.
We had a lot of fun with the quiz in the last newsletter but are still puzzled by a few questions. The answers are: 1 Number of rings, 2 Belladonna, 3 Wheat, 4 Monty Don, 5 Hidcote, 6 Giant hogweed,
7 George II & III, 8 Tulips in the Netherlands, 9 Topiary, 10 Lancelot, 11 Neutral, 12 Crocus,

13 California, USA, 14 Apple, 15 Shrub, 16 Europe, 17 Aloe vera, 18 500, 19 Vitamin C, 20 False. RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival is bigger, 21 Koi, 22 11, 23 Years, 24 Two to three years,

25 These are trees like oaks that shed their leaves every autumn, 26 In the Autumn. More specifically, September to November, 27 Tomato, 28 Avocado, 29 1,055 But they aren't all orange trees. There are also pomegranate and palm trees too, 30 Tomato.
Back last November we had an excellent Zoom masterclass on 'Pruning' from Jim Albury the Curatorial Specialist at Wisley. There are two reasons for pruning, to get the structure right and to improve fruit production and size. One neglected apple tree has been left to its own devices at Wisley as a comparison, and now only has small fruit at the very top of the branches and every other year too. The ideal is an open centred tree, planted on different root stocks to achieve the height that you want. These sound a bit like motorways, with M26 the smallest, producing dwarf trees 3' tall, M9 3'6'', and M116 and M106 growing to 12 to 15' height and width.

Pruning can be done any time from leaf fall to bud burst for apples, but stone fruit are best pruned in Summer to avoid silver leaf disease. 

Prune out any crossing, crowded or dead branches, and reduce height by thinning out branches. Cut back to the point of origin or to a side branch. Cut to a collar near the main branch and try to remove central branches while they are still small. Don't try to do this all at once, you will just get lots of vigorous growth, better to do a little each year. Cut down large branches in sections to avoid splitting. Easier in Winter so you can see what needs doing clearly without leaves blocking the view. 

Look out for diseases, Canker is a fungal disease and can circle a branch and kill it. Just scrape it off. Remove old wizened apples with brown rot as their spores will infect the next crop. Pests are a problem: woolly aphids can infect all year round. Use a soap based winter wash. Leopard Moth's caterpillars can chew tunnels inside branches which can weaken them and they fall off. It takes two years burrowing and chewing before they become spotty moths – hence the leopard name.
Blackcurrants fruit on wood made the previous year so you are trying to make it produce new wood. Cut  back low down with loppers and remove branches that are about to lie down and any weak shoots. Put mulch around them too, you should end up with no branches older than three years. Redcurrants and Gooseberries fruit on older wood so just cut to an inward facing bud to avoid them sprawling about. They don't need to be in full sun either.

Members really enjoyed the question and answer session. Two members made plans to swap apples as their trees were producing apples every other year! Someone had suckers growing around their pear tree and was advised to dig down below ground and take them out. They are probably quince root stock and could be replanted to grow a quince tree if wanted. Steve asked about the spotted wing drysophila that ruined his cherry crop last year. The answer is traps baited with cider vinegar set up in the spring and fine mesh called enviromesh around the tree, bird net has holes that are large enough for the fly to get in.

General fertiliser around the base of any tree will do it good, Jim recommends Vitax Q4.

Thanks Jim, we all feel that we know what we should be doing now!
Alison Gillot demonstrated festive flower arrangements to a packed Zoom meeting on December 7th. She had been competing in the world Flower Show competition in Jaipur in March and felt lucky to have got home again just before the lockdown. Alison showed us six arrangements to try at home. The first involved a spathe soaked in water overnight and then tied to hold its shape while it dried. This made a fine frame for some Old Man's Beard and other dried leaves and berries surrounding a plump robin.

The second was a strong box covered in shiny red paper with a hole cut in the top so that a water container would fit inside. Let oasis sink by itself rather than pushing it down into water, or you will get dry patches inside it. The top was filled with a dome of ferns and variegated pittospermum and decorated with fir cones and a beautiful red candle. You can fix this by taping cocktail sticks round it's base. Then followed some red carnations and shiny hypericum berries for contrast. Do be careful if you are leaving candles unattended though, Alison set a napkin alight on the hall table and her fire alarm went off in the middle of a dinner party. Actually this would be a good arrangement to take to a dinner party as a gift, the hostess could just put it down and use it instantly rather than have to dash off and try to find a vase and water for a bouquet.

The third arrangement used a wreath frame. These can be bought at florists, and look like two concentric metal rings fixed together. Alison fixed fir cones all round hers by screwing them tightly in place and then used a small oasis pad with a sticky back just off centred inside the ring, you could use a lid from a jar with oasis taped in if you didn't have one of these. This was filled with a small bunch of ivy and pine with some red ilex berries tucked amongst them. She used her banana bunch hanger to support the frame while she was decorating it. 

Then followed an interesting film with historical facts about holly and ivy. Roman poetry competition winners were given an ivy crown. Ivy is also one of the most useful plants for bees and insects in Autumn. Also 'Ivy' was the fifth most popular girls' name in 2019, but 'Holly' only reached seventy-second place!

The fourth demonstration used a small wreath frame filled with pine cones again but used as a collar lying flat on the table and surrounding a gold candle and some roses and leaves.
The fifth demonstration was a hanging oasis wreath with helpful advice to fasten little twigs sideways across to take the weight, otherwise your hanging wire will just cut into the oasis. This was covered in all sorts of ivy, fern and holly. Curiously, ivy only grows prickles on lower down leaves, once it is above head height the leaves are quite smooth! I had to go and check this – fancy that!
Alison's local church sometimes organises a display of Nativity scenes, and we enjoyed seeing a video of these.

The final arrangement was very modern: a strip of cardboard covered on both sides with ribbon and folded into a zig-zag, with perspex test tubes fastened at each bend with elastic bands to match the flower placed in each one. In this case they were gerberas, cut at an angle so they would take up the water, but you could use whatever was in season. The advantage is that people can talk across this when seated and it doesn't take up much room.

Thanks Alison, lots of ideas for us to try out.
Isabella had an idea that we might enjoy a craft evening for a change, and Cathy has managed to book Taryn Biddulph on Monday 18th January to give us 'An Introduction to Drawing Plants and Flowers' and on Monday 15th February Mark Saunders [Head gardener at Flitwick House] will give us a talk about 'Photographing your Garden.' Both Zoom meetings at 8pm, please join a little earlier so we can start promptly.                                                                                                            Best wishes Margaret
