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               Epsom Garden Society: November 2020 

               Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ

                Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168

                Show Secretary: Cathy Flitter 07821 277708

Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or email me, margarethaslam6@gmail.com
Three key members of our Committee are resigning this year, and we really need to replace them. Many thanks to Susan Anderson, our Secretary, and Audrey Simpson, who has been organising our Flower Arrangement section for ages. Also lock-down has made Patience Morriss realise that she would be happier living nearer her family in Devon, and she is bravely making the move. Patience has been helping on our committee for fifty years, and you will all have met her if you have been to a Show or a talk as Patience will have given you a raffle ticket! Heather Martindale has kindly offered to take over the Secretary job. But flower arrangements are so beautiful at our Shows and we really would like to continue to have them. Audrey has written a list of the things she does, just wondering if several people could job share? Audrey has asked all the flower arrangers individually, but they all have good reasons for not taking over the whole job. They will all be hard to replace, but please think about it! 

There are now only seven of us left to organise the whole thing!  

Lots of guidance will be provided and if you would like more information please phone one of the Committee, contacts in Schedule.

Many thanks to everyone for paying their subscriptions! Although we have not been able to hold Shows or talks at our usual venues we have still been paying to print Newsletters for people who can't access the internet and for Zoom meetings and speakers. Welcome too to our new members who have joined in this tricky year. 

Thanks too to our advertisers who paid for adverts in our Schedule, we will be using the same Schedule next year, so do have a look at the adverts! Extra classes for the July Show will be here in the Newsletter.
As you would expect, we are not going to be able to hold our usual AGM this year. We will audit our accounts as usual, and they will be available for  people to see. If you have any points you would like raised or any nominations for the Committee please let me know, margarethaslam6@gmail.com, and I will tell the relevant person.
The way the virus is going it looks as if we will not be able to organise a Spring Show next year. People may be too nervous to come out. Cathy Flitter is planning for a super sized Show on July 10th instead with extra vegetable classes and a bigger photography section. More information here when we have it.
Cathy Flitter has kindly arranged talks to be held as Zoom meetings. Steve Roebuck (steveroebuck@talktalk.net) is emailing details of how to access these just before each talk. 

On Monday 21st September Peter Thurman gave us a Zoom talk about 'Living and Working with Trees.' Peter is an environment specialist and lecturer and most of his work is as a consultant about trees. Firstly he pointed out how tenacious trees are. There were slides of trees growing through abandoned cars, and heaving up concrete slabs with their roots, holding together tons of soil to help against erosion and growing at peculiar angles in particularly windy sites. They can be huge, sculptural, magical and wondrous! We saw a huge fir tree in Mexico with fifteen children standing in front of it with room for more, and a ancient twisted olive tree in Greece that was thought to  be 3000 years old. A red-wood tree in America had become a tourist attraction as a road had been cut through it and tourists could drive inside it, but it has now sadly died. Some trees have colourful bark or beautiful blossom. In Japan the cherry blossom and red acer leaves are left on the ground beneath the trees for a while as a decorative feature, and people have picnics underneath them, while we have the 'blow and go' men to get rid of them!

Compaction is the biggest killer of trees. Often intentions are to retain established trees in new housing developments but they can't cope with weight of the machinery crushing the ground and often show stress and die the following year. Trenches are cut for pipes with little thought for tree roots. We were shown a tree house that should have been a celebration of the tree, but supports had been drilled through the branches ready for fungus and rot to creep in and kill it. Street trees are sometimes vandalised, or even poisoned if someone wants to extend their driveway. After the 1968 hurricane we could see how big tree root systems  are. Often like a huge plate spreading out side-ways to a large extent and quite shallow. Contractors can lay pipes underneath the roots if they dig down carefully. Also they should beware about heaping soil up around the base of a tree as the bark has a natural level and it will be killed if this happens. There are new pests and diseases ready to attack too.  One designer was shocked when some pine trees that he had ordered from Italy for his Chelsea Garden display arrived covered with pine processionary moth caterpillars, and he had to quickly pick them all off. We have got used to seeing Horse Chestnut leaf miners spoiling conker trees, but there is an Indian variety that is not affected and we could plant instead. Needs a large space, but it looked beautiful with cones of flowers and no leaf damage at all. Also watch out for the Asian Long Horned beetle who hopped off a packing case in London but was caught on that occasion, and the Emerald Ash Borer from America, pretty enough for a brooch, but has already killed 2,500 trees there. Plane trees are dying in the south of France from a new fungus disease called canker stain, hope that doesn't reach London's plane trees.

Newly planted trees sometimes welcome a little support but not two planks nailed directly to them, or a metal frame around their trunk that they will outgrow and bulge through, or a choking washing line that they will have to grow around.

Watch out for unusual trees in London, someone has planted a house plant outside in Hackney and it is now as tall as the roof. Global warming means odd things can survive!
Peter pointed out that people would be much more careful with trees if they gave us some technical advantage, all they do is provide the oxygen we breathe! New York would be unbearable without Central Park. Peter showed us some slides of London with and without trees and we saw that they also frame architecture and disguise bad buildings.

Studies show that people convalesce more quickly in hospital if they have a view of trees rather than a car park.

French Squares are often lined with trees to give shade to the old men playing petanque. Gate way trees are planted for each village too, with different trees for each one. Lovely to see your own village's trees, you know you are nearly home! In the U.K. if we could increase the tree canopy by 6% in towns we could lower the overall temperature by 10%!

There followed slides of lovely trees we could plant such as Cercis, forest pansy, with purple flowers before the leaves come out,  Oxydendron arboreum with its wonderful autumn colour, and Nyssa sylvatica which doesn't mind being water-logged. Then followed some to avoid: Ailanthus altissima, mis-named Tree of Heaven, which is banned in America as an actionable nuisance. It suckers, makes masses of seeds and heaves up pavements. Ask your neighbour to trim the roots if it is coming under your fence! Fraxinus angustifolia has weak joints and branches crack away dangerously, and Acer platanoides 'Drummondii' is famous for having variegated leaves that quickly revert to plain green and take over as they are more vigorous. Also watch out for the plastic palm trees at Brighton marina! The plastic is weathering to blue now, but nobody seems to notice.

A lovely talk, I found myself noticing trees much more when I was out the next day!
More Zoom meetings: All at 8pm, Monday 19th October Andrew Wilson discusses 'Planting for Chelsea', and Monday 16th November Jim Albury talks about 'Pruning Fruit Trees and Bushes.' These are both prestigious speakers and have been really hard to pin down! Heavy provisos, they might cancel at the last minute, but we can quickly email you if there are problems. One of our most successful meetings last year was the flower arranging session. Audrey has managed to get Alison Gillott to demonstrate 'How to make a Christmas Wreath and Table Decoration' on Monday 7th December at 8pm.
Small Ads.: Outdoor drinks/food trolley, white Allibert with fold-down sides and removable tray, plus cover, very good condition, £10. Also outdoor patio parasol, yellow and white cotton 218cm diameter, plus cover. Very good condition, fits the drinks trolley, £10. Phone xxxxxx
6 x 4' aluminium and glass greenhouse, free, but new owner to dismantle and remove it. Phone xxxxx
Best wishes Margaret
