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               Epsom Garden Society: February 2020

               Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ

                Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168

                Show Secretary: Cathy Flitter 07821 277708

Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or just tell me when you see me at the meeting.
Firstly, welcome to Isabella Glanville-Taylor, Tricia Wakem and Joan Mills who have all kindly joined the Committee. This will be very helpful, and thank you to them.
Steve Roebuck has been working hard on our behalf setting up our new web-site. The previous one was hosted by Surrey County Council until they  decided not to host web-sites any more. Luckily new hosts appeared and the site has been transferred fairly painlessly and is free! The address to reach it is https://e-voice.org.uk/epsomgardensociety/ The old web-site has an automatic redirect to the new one but will disappear in March. 
On February 24th there will be a meeting called 'Have a Go at a Show.' This will be particularly to welcome our new members, but is also to encourage everyone to enter our Shows by explaining how to go about putting in an entry and suggestions about what the judge will be looking for. If you have ever walked round a Flower Show and thought 'Mine are as good as that!' then this will be for you. Cathy asks you to please let her know if you are coming so that she knows how many crib-sheets to print, catherine.flitter2@ntlworld.com or phone 07821 277708. Experienced exhibitors in all Show categories from Flower Arranging to Crafts and from Fruit and Vegetables to flowers will be on hand to ‘talk through’ how to prepare your entries and stage them. We will also guide you through the schedule to help choose the correct category to enter, not always as easy as you might think! ‘Crib sheets’ (and schedules, if you cannot find yours!!) will be available to take away and we will attempt to answer any queries you may have. All this will be in a relaxed atmosphere, which we hope will encourage you to enter, but it’s not compulsory!  Our Spring Show is on Saturday 28th March.
For safeguarding reasons we cannot have unaccompanied juniors at the meeting. However, parents/grandparents are very welcome and the junior sections will be covered. The meeting starts at 8pm at St Barnabas Church Hall, Temple Road, Epsom. Refreshments, including a glass of wine, will be available. We look forward to welcoming you all – even if you have entered a Show before – we are sure there’ll be something you can learn.
Moving on to March, on the 16th we welcome the return of Simon Horrill, ex Royal Ballet dancer turned garden designer who will be giving us some exciting, but easy inspiration for ‘Spring Designs’.   Simon was a very popular speaker on his last visit and promises lots more ideas for us to try this time.  The meeting starts at 8.00pm, at St Barnabas Church Hall, Temple Road. Doors open 7.45. Plenty of parking behind the Hall.
Back on 22nd October Peter Herring gave us a fascinating talk called 'Fungi- Friends or Foes?'. Peter brought beautiful wicker baskets with him lined with moss and filled with amazing fungi that he had picked from the woods near his house that morning. Some, like the stink caps, he brought in sealed containers, and I realised why when I opened one to have a look! There are 14,000 different species in Britain, some so small that you can't see them, such as yeast. Most have gills underneath the caps where they grow spores. The gills can be different shapes, ridges or small tubes, and hedgehog mushrooms have little teeth. The spores are so small and light that a breeze will move them about. This is the cause of Fairy rings, where the original mushroom has spread it's spores in a circle and new fungi have grown. If you have an apple tree in your garden you might find fairy rings on windfall apples – look for rings of white fungus growing on them. We even have fungus living on us, ringworm skin infections are caused by fungus, also dandruff, farmers lung and thrush!

Amazingly one gramme of soil contains enough hyphae root structures [individual mycelae] to stretch for two kilometres! These are thin, but fungi produce a huge amount of them and they all seem to communicate with each other and the plants that they surround. Strangely, fungi are based on chitin, like shell-fish, rather than wood or cellulose, like plants. Few fungi last longer than a year, and most are quite fussy about where they will grow. Green oak cap likes to grow on oak trees and is used as the green colouring in Tunbridge-ware wood products. Coral fungus will only grow on pine, and wrinkled peach fungus really likes dead elm trees but has managed to move to sycamore trees now. One likes to grow on telephone poles because  it enjoys the yummy creosote, and one likes kerosene, and there is a continuous battle to stop  it growing in aeroplane engines. A strange one can be found only inside tennis balls, this surely can't be it's natural habitat! 

There is a mystery why some fungus are such beautiful colours, we loved the slide of livid purple fungus growing on a bean pole, and some change colour when cut, which can be useful when you are trying to identify them.

Lichen is fungus, but doesn't harm whatever it is growing on, in fact it is beneficial as it wraps its roots around the tree roots like a glove and feeds them while receiving food from photosynthesis in return.

Rather a horrific sight was a poor Asian caterpillar, who can be colonised by a fungus once it has pupated. This has been identified as a delicacy by  people in Tibet, and now this is the most expensive food in the world! Other fungus can be eaten too, even honey fungus can be eaten when it is young. Ergot fungus grows on wheat in poor conditions, and can reduce our blood flow and cause insanity, there is some query as whether it was part of the trouble on the ship Marie Celeste. It contains the same chemicals as LSD. 

Red Amanitas with their pretty white spots are very poisonous and hallucinogenic to us, but not to reindeer, who can absorb the poison and excrete the hallucinogen. So, if you feel the urge to experiment, reindeer urine is the stuff for you! Death cap kills people every year by causing complete organ failure. A few years ago Nick Evans, the 'Horse Whisperer' author, and his family all suffered kidney failure after eating deadly web-caps, thinking they were ceps. Luckily their children didn't try them. In fishmonger shops in France there is often a 'Venemoso fatalli' poster with pictures of different fungi to help identification. 

One peculiar fungi looks like a red star-fish and is found in only two places on earth – Australia and Esher Common!

Only fungus can break down leaf-mould, and without it the piles would just build up, so hooray for fungus busy recycling leaves and feeding tree roots!
Sadly, box blight and the box tree caterpillar have reached Epsom! Box tree moth is relatively new to the UK and was first reported in 2011. The moth's caterpillars cause the problem as they defoliate the plants.  They are active as soon as the weather warms up. The caterpillars are greenish-yellow with a black head and grow quickly, developing thick black and thin white stripes that run along the length of their body. Fully grown caterpillars can reach 4cm long. They produce a fine silk webbing which they use to bind leaves together to create a sheltered place to feed. This webbing can protect them from chemical sprays. Look out for infestations in early Spring, at first you could pick them off by hand. If this is not practical, you might choose to spray with insecticide. Don't spray near plants in flower due to the danger to bees and other pollinating insects. The box should recover, but they will probably attack again next year and many years of defoliation could weaken the plant.
Box blight is caused by a fungus and outbreaks can occur at any time of the year, but are more prevalent in wet weather. Spores of the fungus infect damp leaves and stems. You will see brown lesions on the foliage, followed by leaf drop leading to bare patches. Early stages are easy to miss and infection might have spread along a box hedge or around a topiary before it is noticed. Keep new plants in a quarantined area so you can watch them for a few months before planting. Clean all tools, gloves and shoes after working so you don't spread disease and try to get good airflow around your plants. Cut out infected areas to reduce the outbreak and reduce humidity prior to re-growth. Remove as many fallen leaves as possible and add a mulch to reduce rain splash, direct water to the base of the plant. Feed the plant to encourage new growth.  Fungicides could be used as part of the strategy but you might need to apply them six times a year. 
Wisley have planted the walled garden at the end of the long water with plants that would grow as an alternative to box. Interesting to compare.                                                  Best wishes Margaret
