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               Epsom Garden Society: April 2019  
               Newsletter:  Margaret Haslam 01372 724138, 3 Elm Grove Epsom KT18 7LZ
                Membership Secretary and Newsletter Distribution: Steve Roebuck  0208 394 2168
Dear Member, if you have any news or garden related small ads that you would like to be included in the Newsletter, please phone me, 01372 724138, or just tell me when you see me at the meeting.
Your subscription is now due. If your road rep. hasn’t managed to catch you in when they delivered this Newsletter please have the £3 ready by your door for when they return. Too many £20 notes are daunting!
Our next meeting will on the 15th April and will be Jim Buttress telling us about his ‘Sixty-five years in Horticulture.’ With his trademark bowler hat and clipboard, Jim Buttress is a familiar figure to garden lovers. From being in charge of the Royal Parks, to head judge for BBC2’s Big Allotment Challenge, winner of eight Chelsea gold medals and author of ‘The People’s Gardener’, Jim will be entertaining us with the story of his journey from garden apprentice to being awarded the prestigious RHS Victoria Medal of Honour.

On 20th May John and June Baker will talk about ‘Heavenly Hostas.’
These will be at St Barnabas Church Hall, Temple Road, Epsom KT19 8HA and start at 8pm. Plenty of parking behind the hall.

Ewell Horticultural Society are organising a whole day visit to Kew gardens, on Friday 10th May, and wonder if we would like to join them. These famous botanical gardens need no introduction, there is so much to see here, including the newly opened temperate glasshouse. There is a choice of restaurants for lunch. You may book the hop-on hop-off land train for £4 extra. The cost is £24 per person, [£28 including the land train] to include coach and admission. Please return this form to Brenda Allen, 5 Hessle Grove, Ewell, KT17 1JS, by 31st March. Please include your email address or a stamped addressed envelope and total payment made payable to Ewell Horticultural Association. Brenda’s phone no. is 0208 393 6144.
Name/s ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address………………………………………………………………..Phone No.  ………………………..

E-mail address {if available} ……………………………………………….Amount enclosed …………..
On Tuesday 25th June 2019 our Secretary Susan Anderson is arranging an outing to RHS Hyde Hall in Essex. The cost of the trip is £16.00 per person (based on a minimum of 35 people) which includes a tip for the driver. The Gardeners Rest Restaurant and the Clover Café both offer a range of teas, coffee, sandwiches and lunches for you to purchase. The garden is built on a hillside, but if required, there is transport to the top. The coach will leave the car park in Christchurch Road promptly at 9.15 am and will depart Hyde Hall at 4 pm. The Dry Garden was created in 2001 and aims to show visitors how they can work with the environment and use drought tolerant plants. Robinson & the Woodland Gardens were planted by Hyde Hall’s original owners, and in 2006 The Robinson Garden was reworked to create a contemporary garden with three distinct boggy areas. Hilltop Garden has a number of different areas to explore, including ponds, borders, rose borders and island beds.

You can contact Susan by email at susananderson51@yahoo.com or phone on 07988 343959.
Trip to RHS Hyde Hall, 25th June 2019. Cheques written to Epsom Garden Society please.
Name/s……………………………………………………………………Phone No. .………………….
Friends and relations are very welcome to come too.
Please send this slip and your cheque to Susan Anderson, 98 Waverley Road, Epsom. KT17 2LS.
Alpine Garden Society: On the 2nd April James Miller will talk about ‘Geophytes and the Flora of Israel’ and on the 7th May James Smallwood will tell us about ‘Growing Auriculas for Pleasure.’ 

Doors open 7.15 for 7.45 start of talk. Visitors very welcome, £1. Christchurch Hall, Christchurch Road. Epsom KT19 8NE.
RHS are holding their Spring Flower Shows in different locations this year: On 8th April – 10th  Spring Launch and Orchid Show will be at Hyde Hall and 8th April – 10th is also the date for the London Urban Garden Show at Westminster Hall. There will be spring plants for sale at both of them.

Lots of things happening at Wisley: National Gardening week from 29 April until 5th May where you will be encouraged to grow your own. They promise ‘insightful talks’ in the plant centre. 
From the 9th March until 19th April you can see a garden display of Slugs and Snails, which seeks to persuade gardeners to think again about these fascinating creatures. This small display looks at what slugs and snails bring to our gardens and explains the work Wisley are doing to gain a better understanding of sustainable ways to control our slimy friends.
Family fun: from 5th April until 21st April you can hop through the Garden with Rhyming Rabbit, acting out animals’ movements, with story telling, rhyming games, sow and grow and a poetry wall.

Richard Bywaters is giving a talk for Ewell Horticultural Association about ‘The work of the RNLI on the River Thames’ at Bourne Hall, Ewell on 9th April at 8pm. £4 for visitors to include refreshments and raffle. Evening parking costs £4.

Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society’s Daffodil Show is at Abinger Hammer Village Hall, Felday Road, RH5 6QX on Sunday 7th April, open from 1.30, awards presented 3.30pm.
Medical Advice! From ‘This will really hurt’ by Adam Kay: ‘Just because a medicine is made from a plant doesn’t mean that it is safe. For instance, I have a plant in my garden that would kill you if you lay underneath it for ten minutes.’  ….
‘Whatever is that then?’........ ‘Waterlily.’

What we should be doing in the garden: 

1 Keep weeds under control. You could hoe them in and use them as green manure if you can do it before they seed. Brush up fallen compost and debris, and pick off dead leaves from plants. This will prevent pests and diseases from spreading. 

2 Prune roses, and tie in climbers and ramblers. Feed shrubs and roses.
3 Sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild flower seeds outside. Prick out the seedlings you have grown indoors into larger pots before they get too crowded. Remember that temperatures can still be very cold at night, maybe a heated propagator or fleece covering would be protection in your greenhouse at night. 

Also, do think about ventilation, and open the door a fraction on warmer days to prevent grey mould.

4 Start to feed citrus plants. They like high nitrogen feed with added trace elements.

 5 Increase the water given to houseplants. Start using liquid feed when they show signs of growth. Top dress large containers with fresh compost. Clean shiny leaved plants with a damp cloth and spiky leafed plants with a soft brush. Dead-head amaryllis, leaving the flower stalks to die down naturally. Keep watering and feeding and you may be treated to more flowers in August. Alternatively feed for a few weeks to build up the bulb and then reduce the watering, let the leaves die back and allow the plants to dry out completely. You can then keep the bulbs until you plant them again in late summer.

6 Cut back autumn fruiting raspberries. Cut back deciduous grasses, but not the evergreen ones.
7 Sow new lawns and repair bald patches.

8 Prune fig trees. Cut back dogwood and willow grown for colourful winter stems. Cut back Buddleja, even old plants can be sawn back to the lowest bud and will regrow.
9 Divide bamboos and waterlilies. 

10 Take leaf cuttings of Streptocarpus plants. Hydrangeas and Fuchsias can be propagated from softwood stem tip cuttings.                                                                                                           
Best wishes Margaret
