Tilford Parish Council

This is the official response to the TAG consultation May 2014 from TILFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

We have now held two public meetings, and are in a position to make a response to the consultation document regarding the creation of set flight paths in and out of Farnborough airport.
 This is the strong consensus view.   Please note:
· There was strong feeling that the consultation process, though fulfilling statutory requirements has not been robust and many people who may be profoundly affected by your proposals do not know about them. 

· This was confirmed by local Waverley Councillors who had not been aware themselves until very recently.   

· The web site is not easy to navigate or use and we have had feedback that has put people off responding. 

· As a result we will be writing to the Civil Aviation Authority directly to make these points understood. 
Tilford's response: 

· Questioning the need to expand controlled airspace to such a volume and questioning the need for the new lower paths at all is difficult for non-aviation experts to comment on, but there are strong views about really why this needs to change. 

· Our understanding is that the proposal is fundamentally commercially driven; it will drive up the company value, because of increased profitability through increased efficiency, and this will make the airport more saleable in future years creating unknown flight volume and scope in future decades. This a cause of great concern. 

· You state the proposal is efficiency driven and to a lesser extent safety driven, (your presentation did say that the current system is already safe). Your presentation stated that it would not really affect jobs at Farnborough, or the hotel or the local economy, but you admitted that it will benefit TAG's bottom line. We are aware that you have planning permission to double your flight movements, but we do not have clarity if you can achieve this in full without the new flight paths. In your planning application to Rushmoor you said that you did not need the airspace change that you now seek to achieve this. 

· The profound, real effect of this proposal, will be increased numbers of aircraft being able to fly more efficiently and frequently and this coupled with the potential lowering of the controlled space will have a huge impact on, in particular noise pollution, for those directly affected. (And their potentially safety). 

· With an unknown future, the effects may be very profound indeed, and once paths are set, they will be difficult to change. You quote 1-3 flights a day over the Tilford area, which we dispute, however this is set to rise to circa 60, relatively soon and may be significantly more in the longer term. Frequency may be very concentrated in peak hours. 
· This is a twenty fold increase according to your numbers which will totally change the environment. As a result, what compensation measures are to be implemented for those directly affected, if flight paths are to become so definable and measurable?  

· We acknowledge many people will be taken away from the impact of flights, but the affect in rural areas on albeit fewer people, will be far greater than for those losing the noise from town or major road areas, where they experience background noise already. Given that 40% of the planes fly empty and when not, there are very few passengers, this is a very high price to pay by any rural area affected. 
· Private jets are the most polluting form of travel per person/km. Increasing the number of flights into Farnborough will increase noise and CO2 pollution. Flying shorter routes will not offset this. The environmental impact of private flights over rural areas where ambient noise levels are low is not justified. 

· In your public accounts you state that you are aiming to, and starting to achieve, increased weekend flights and larger planes. This trend leads on to one of the main issues for Tilford, which we trust you will actively listen to, understand and act upon. 

· You will no doubt hear the argument repeatedly that a particular area of local countryside is exceptional, but Tilford and its local surrounds really are an exception and of enormous value to the Nation.  
Quality of the land 
· Tilford and surrounding local areas are internationally designated AONB, and SPA and locally designated SSSI, Green belt, and TIlford is a Conservation area. On the ground we are subject to the very highest level of protection of the environment. The surrounding heathland is the second largest in Europe and has multiple ecological levels of protection, much managed by the National Trust.  

· We profoundly believe that this recognition of the value of this environment by the legislation above should extend to protection of the environment from controllable, noise pollution. We profoundly believe that our particular environment is of such value to the Nation, that this should unquestionably be the case for Tilford and its surrounds. We hope that you understand and agree with this, however for the process of this consultation, along with the international designations, we will address more local issues under headings that have to be taken into account by you during the formal consultation to help you reach this conclusion: 
Tourism/visitors and why do they come?
· Your leadership team visited the village and saw first hand the stunning Village Green; such a fine example of English heritage that the view of this the second oldest cricket Green in England in front of Tilford's famous  Barley Mow pub, graced arriving visitors at Heathrow and in adverts for  BA worldwide for an extended period. Tilford is a former winner of best village in Waverley.
· It is so beautiful that we are repeatedly told that we have visitors who have been coming for generations to enjoy the riverside and cricket firsthand. We have so many visitors that we are the only village(not specific amenity), we believe in Surrey  and beyond, that has to employ wardens everyday throughout the summer to manage the volume of visitors. Many come from London to visit us and Frensham Ponds, and our nearby heathlands.  

· The whole local area attracts tens of thousands of visitors per annum and so looking at standard population maps to avoid high populous areas in your planning process is simply not valid in this local area. 

· We fluctuate as a high populous area. At times our population far exceeds that of some towns. 
· Our visitors seek to get away from the high ambient noise and pollution of towns and your proposal seeks to bring to visitors what they have temporarily left their homes to avoid. 

· There are other outdoor local visitor attractions in Tilford, beyond the Green.  For example: 

· Rural Life Centre - only facility of its kind in South England

· Pierrepoint Farm - an educational charity 

· Waverley Abbey ancient monuments and religious retreat 

· The Sculpture Park - an art retreat

· The Atlantic Wall and historic war relics on Hankley common 

· Alice Holt Forest 

· A "Haven Holiday's site at Tilford woods. This is a National enterprise and brings thousands of visitors to Tilford 

· The RSPB has recently spent millions of pounds developing its only site in Surrey. It is a really important ecological initiative and much visited by dog walkers and bird watchers. Total peace and quiet is paramount to hear the birdsong and appreciate this special environment. 

· Permanent guide/ scout camp servicing a wide area 

· Open gardens attracting visitors from far away 

· The much attended annual Fete attracting visitors from all over the area.

· ‘Woodlarks,’ which is a charitable organisation and site that offers the freedom of high level exercise to the disabled amongst the trees. 
Outdoor Activities enjoyed by locals and visitors
· Walking. This is a massive rambling and dog walking area from far afield. It is a Duke of Edinburgh ( and army) training area. 
· Horse riding - this is major equestrian area nationally, with the best riding in the country because of the vast network of quick draining sandy commons.

· Tilford riding club has a permanent site in the village centre and holds many events. There are many horse owners in the village. 

· After much fund raising the village is about to open Tilford and Rushmoor tennis club for all to enjoy.  
· Golf at Hankley Common. It is a PGA tour site. 
· Fishing in multiple local lakes at Tilford and the Wey
· Sailing at Frensham ponds 

· Frensham ponds has the nearest 'beach' to London attracting literally thousands of visitors and is warden controlled. 

· There is no question that this is one of, if not the, key tourist area in West Surrey and North Hampshire for those wanting to enjoy the countryside and respite from modern living. 
Tranquility
· The area was studied before Farnborough started major operations commercially and the noise levels recorded were unusually low. This has been verified by a senior member of the Institute of Sound vibration research at Southampton University.  

· The religious community of Islamabad is in the centre of the village enjoying a rural environment. 

· The impact of a single aircraft approaching and going in tranquil environment takes minutes. The projected noise levels ( your figures) are to be around at least 69 decibels (a vacuum a metre from you head, or nearby diesel lorry, if it is 70 decibels the analogies are even worse). The whole experience repeated multiple times in succession will destroy this tranquil environment and hugely impact visitor pleasure and the local economy. Plane noise has far greater impact in a tranquil environment than a built up one.   

· The RSPB site, and other much visited commons, being so tranquil, are particularly impacted by each single plane. 
Economy
· A huge negative impact of this current proposal will be to the film industry , The UK film industry is key in this country's economy   The Forestry Commission has just gained planning permission for a permanent film location at Tilford. This is for major films from the US and UK, e.g Gladiator, War Horse etc. This is huge revenue currently for the government (Forestry Commission begin a government body). There will also be significant revenue loss to local businesses supporting the film industry and many support aspects of the film industry itself. 

· One could easily speculate that there could be no films made in Tilford and surrounds if the current flight path proposals are implemented, in concentrating flights over this area the noise impact will be too great, too risky and too unpredictable. 

· Adjoining Hankley Common and Frensham common are also regular host to film makers. Macbeth is currently being filmed on Hankley as was Skyfall, Snow white and the Huntsmen are amongst others filmed at Frensham Ponds. 

· There are three popular pubs, one of which stables donkeys,  and a village shop  - all of which only survive through our high visitor numbers. 

Safety
· Though spread out regarding housing, the village is home to three schools who are concerned about the lowered flight path possible fuel dumping and noise, as are all residents. Individuals houses under any new flight path will be significantly more at risk than the current system of spreading out flights. 

Summary
· In your presentation you said that you would really listen to local views, and that you have to demonstrate to the CAA that you have listened and noted important and relevant concerns, and you have to explain how you have acted upon them.  

· You said that the paths can be moved at this stage if the reasons are good. 

· We trust that we have more than demonstrated that the key factors which are relevant, and that you have to consider, could not be more highly applied to this area.   The key ones are: 
· International assignations (we have two AONB and a nearby SPA. 
· Tourism/visitors, we have the highest numbers in any rural areas in West Surrey, if not all Surrey and north Hampshire. 
· Tranquility, one of the lowest ambient noise measurements ever recorded.
· Economy - the impact is potentially profound and will affect government revenue.

· All these points are highly relevant to Tilford and its surrounds, and all of the above will be profoundly affected with your current planned routes.  

· Of the eleven factors considered of relevance for consideration on your consultation document, we have half just in this local area. 

· We are not being nymbyistic… Everyone who lives here simply understands the true value this stunningly beautiful area is to the Nation. It has the highest level of government protection on the ground and needs this in the skies so that future generations can come and enjoy this wonderful space in peace and tranquility. 
Action 
· The consensus by the public in Tilford and surrounds is not to support any change, as justification of the new paths appears tenuous. This was agreed if the current ‘quoted’ status quo of 1-3 planes a day over Tilford remains. This is assuming that you are approaching maximum efficiency with no official flight paths, and that you now know and appreciate the sensitivity of this area and will act with discretion within the current status quo.  

· However, if flights are to increase in the future, we trust that we have demonstrated that Tilford is very unique on many levels, and has many factors very specific to it that require most careful consideration and appropriate action. 

· Please do all you can to help facilitate the preservation of this most precious area of respite that will become more and more valuable in future decades as the population in the South East grows as predicted.  

· There are alternatives to passing within earshot of this specific area; you said so yourselves at the public meeting. 

· We will continue to vehemently oppose the new proposals as they stand, through lobbying of government bodies, because of the very valid reasons stated above. 

· Everyone should be able to readily experience tranquility and a protected environment, and this specific area, as demonstrated above, justifies being an area with the highest level of protection.

· Please can you send us a copy of the Civil Aviation Authority guidelines of what designated areas cannot be overflown at circa 3000 feet. You could not answer this at the public meeting.  

· Finally, we would like to offer you a guided tour of this area, which we feel is essential, so that you can make properly informed decisions, prior to making your final proposals.
Conclusion
· We do not believe that any change to airspace should be accommodated for private aviation, the most un-environmentally friendly form of transport there is.

· We believe that AONB , National parks etc. should be highly protected from the growing intrusion of noise pollution to offer protected areas of respite for future generations.

· We believe flights should be over areas already experiencing notable background noise, e.g. major roads and towns, and not over areas of tranquility, which is a dwindling resource to be preserved for future generations.

· We believe it entirely inappropriate and unjustified to consider flying over Tilford and its surrounding areas, for the very valid reasons stated above.
