Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting
Date and time: Tuesday 23rd September 2025 at 7.30pm
Location: Dunsop Bridge Village Hall
Chair: Cllr John Whitney
Attendance
Present: Cllr Whitney, Cllr Powney, Cllr Hardman, Cllr Duxbury, Duchy of Lancaster representative, Parish Clerk.
Apologies: Cllr Hore, Cllr Williams, Cllr Bennett.
Minutes from previous meeting.
Minutes from the previous meeting we read and approved without amends. 
Matters Arising
Cllr Whitney reported he has applied for funding of up to £500 from the RVBC Christmas light fund. Cllr Whitney to report on progress at next PC meeting. 
Roads
• Cllr Duxbury reported that he has raised the issue of the poor state of the roads in Dunsop Bridge and on the road to Newton. The new county councilor for Clitheroe is on the highways committee, and he hopes to have some positive news on road resurfacing works in the coming months. 
• Cllr Duxbury also apologized for the recent unexpected road closure in the village in order to fix some potholes. It has been noted that better communication is required to inform of these kinds of road closures, and the contractor has been spoken to about improving communication on this to LCC in the future. 
Finances
Clerk reported that there is £4, 831.30 in the reserve bank account, and once RVBC concurrent grant gets paid shortly, and the mowing cheque has cleared there will be £720.29 in the current account which is expected to last until the new precept is paid next April. 
Benches
Clerk reported that an additional family is interested in sponsoring a bench in the village, in additional to Cllr Williams. This is currently in progress, and clerk is awaiting payment before proceeding with purchasing benches for the village. Clerk also reported that RVBC had been contacted about the bench replacements, who asked the Parish Council to mention it to the Duchy of Lancaster at the meeting as it was their land in question. The Duchy of Lancaster representative asked for the request to be put to them in writing with a location of where the benches are that are due to be replaced. 
Actions:
· Clerk to follow up with interested parties on this.
Remembrance Sunday
The PC briefly discussed plans and agreed that the usual format for this day was good and didn’t need amending. 
Actions:
· Clerk to contact Janet Wells about village hall booking on that Sunday. 
· Cllr Powney volunteered to contact Thorneyholme school about possible involvement in the event. 
Bonfire night
The PC agreed that last year’s bonfire night worked well. Cllr Powney said he would contact the playground committee to see if they would like to organize and fundraise in the same way as last year. 
Correspondence
· The PC discussed correspondence about the planning application by Motorolla Airwave to extend the pre-existing phone mast in the village on the trout farm by 5m. It was reported that in addition to improving coverage for the emergency services network, it will improve 4g reception for the area.
· The current proposed local government organization was briefly discussed and all parishioners were encouraged to fill out the ongoing consultation survey to share their views on the matter. 
Duchy of Lancaster updates
· The Duchy of Lancaster apologized and thanked the parish council for patience with the ongoing developments in the village. 
· It was reported that the work on Root Farm was to finish on the 10th October 2025. 
· It was reported work on the garage site is due to commence at some point in the winter months with January 2026 the most likely time. 
· It was reported that Adam Brookes will be attending the next parish council meeting on 4th November 2025 to give detailed reporting on progress and answer any questions. 
· Cllr Hardman asked the DoL what sort of tenants have applied for a space at root farm. DoL re-iterated their desire for artisan-type business to be located on the development and all interested parties could contact the DoL Lancaster office to arrange a viewing. 
· DoL reported that there were still plans for a King’s arboretum in the village but plans were still being drawn up on this. 
· Clerk requested clarification on the lease of the field behind the football pitch.
· The DoL have been working with the FiPL team and have just contributed to a scheme which is looking to repair the footpath from the village to Wood End Farm. DoL have specifically paid for the removal and replacement of the old footbridge on this route. It will be a new 1.2m wide footbridge with handrails and will include new flag stones for the end bases.
AOB
· It was noted that the rope on the flagpole needed replacing. Cllr Whitney mentioned he was going to look into this. 
· Clerk shared a proposal from Easy Websites about updating our website and email inbox to allow for using a .gov.uk domain and meeting WCAG accessibility standards. Current decision is to seek more guidance on this for parish councils our size before committing the PC to any ongoing website spending. The PC currently uses an e-voice service for the website and does not have ongoing costs associated with this service apart from the clerk’s time to update the website. 
Meeting concluded at 9.20pm.
Date of Next Meetings

• Tuesday 4th November 2025
