Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting
Date and time: Monday 9th March 2026 at 7.30pm
Location: Dunsop Bridge Village Hall
Chair: Cllr John Whitney
Attendance
Present: Cllr Whitney, Cllr Powney, Cllr Williams, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Hardman, Parish Clerk, and two members of the electorate.
Apologies: Cllr Hore, Cllr Duxbury, Duchy of Lancaster.
Minutes from previous meeting.
Minutes from the previous meeting we read and approved by Cllr Whitney with some minor amends. 
Matters Arising
· Cllr Whitney reported that he was still having difficulties with transferring the money from our reserve account to our current account due to the nature of the process involved. The PC discussed whether the double signatory method was required or whether a single signatory method was preferrable. Clerk to ask the question on the Clerk’s circle WhatsApp group and gather responses and feedback to the PC.
· Cllr Whitney reported that the Electricity Northwest cheque had been cashed.
Get Pitched
· Get Pitched spoke to the Parish Council about possibly hosting a temporary campsite in the village for up to 50 pitches which the landowner or parish council could benefit from financially. However, after a brief discussion it was agreed that the community playfield (which is the only land that the PC manage) would not be suitable for this due to existing commitments such as ParkPlay and its value as a community asset.
Finances
· Clerk reported a current account balance of £137.55 which highlights the need to transfer money from the reserve account to the current account. 
Duchy of Lancaster updates
· The DoL provided an update by email, which reported that they had contacted UU about the closure of the Iron Bridge and whether there were plans to reopen this as a permissible footpath. DoL will keep the PC updated in this regard.
Roads
· No LCC representation at the meeting to report back on roads.
Mole Catching on playing field
· Clerk reported he had a quote of £50 from Josh Bridges for mole catching. Clerk mentioned he would check the public liability insurance before proceeding with this. 
Correspondence
· Clerk read out he email from Simon Hore about LCC restructuring. The PC discussed the options and agreed that the four tier option was most preferable which aligns with RVBC. 
· Clerk reported on LCC Civic pride initiative in case the village would like to solicit volunteers from elsewhere. 
AOB

Meeting concluded at 8.45pm.
Date of Next Meeting

• Tuesday 19th May (AGM)
• Tuesday 14th July
