Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Date: 14th January 2025
Location: Dunsop Bridge Village hall at 7.30pm
In Attendance:

- Cllr Whitney
- Cllr Williams
- Cllr Powney
- Cllr Hardman
- Cllr Bennett
- Cllr S. Hore
- Duchy of Lancaster Representatives and Parish clerk.
Apologies: Cllr Swarbrick

Minutes
Minutes from previous meeting on 28th October 2024 were read, approved, and signed by Cllr Whitney with one amendment.
Duchy of Lancaster updates

- Provided updates on allowing PC lease to expire for the field where there are plans for an arboretum designed by the King’s head Forrester and funded by the Duchy of Lancaster.
- Parish Council will retain football pitch and potentially earn some income from it in the future. Clerk raised the possibility for the PC to earn income from EV charging stations on Duchy of Lancaster land. To be discussed further with DoL.
- Duchy of Lancaster and RVBC to discuss car park lease.
- Duchy to contact Rupert Swarbrick at LCC regarding flooding issues at Bridge Cottage over the New Year.
- Duchy apologizes to the village for disruption caused by root farm development.
- Cllr Williams reported issues with delivery drivers going to the wrong address for regarding delivery for the root farm development.
- Power connection for root farm development to take place on 17th January.
- Demolition work to start on the garage site on 20th January 2025 for one month.
- Build on new site will commence in April and continue for a year.
- Cllr Hore asked the Duchy about plans for sustainable energy provisions.
- Duchy provided an update that two ground-source heat pumps will be installed (one at the roof farm and one on the garage site). Solar panels will also be installed.
- Access from the garage site to the football field will be blocked during the building project.
- Cllr Williams and Cllr Hore expressed concerns about access in front of Forge Cottage.
- Duchy to investigate blocked/collapsed drains on the road leading into the village to alleviate water on the road.

Matters arising

- Cllr Bennett reported that National Landscape will look into rotten gateposts and paths washed away near Holme Head.
-Cllr Williams reported a broken fence on Duchy land that needs fixing. 
- Cllr Whitney to apply for Christmas Light Fund and cash the cheque from Electricity Northwest.
- Cllr Whitney and Cllr Bennett to visit NatWest to transfer money from the reserve account to the current account.
- Cllr Hore reported on the household support fund and will post details on the community notice board.
- Cllr Hore provided updates on recreation and playground funds, the prosperity fund, and the Jubilee fund. Cllr Powney to inform the playground committee about the recreation fund.
Cllr Hore reporter on the successful building of a path at the back of Brabins school in Chipping and how Dunsop Bridge can learn from the successful implementation of this community asset.
AOB
Cllr Williams asked about existing road closure. Clerk reported that there was some flooding damage on the trough road and LCC seemed to be discouraging drivers to use the road, although access through to Lancaster is still possible. 
Dates for next meetings.
Due to clashing with the Hodder valley show committee the PC have agreed to change the dates for the next PC meetings to Monday 10th March and Monday 12th May 2025.





