Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting Held on 28th October 2024
Location: Dunsop Bridge Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Whitney, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Powney, Cllr Williams, Cllr Hardman, Parish Clerk. 
Apologies for Absence:
Cllr Swarbrick, Cllr Hore, Duchy of Lancaster. 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:
- Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th July 2024 we’re read approved and signed by Cllr Whitney with one amendment.
Cenotaph
Cllr Hardman and Cllr Williams mentioned that the hedge behind the cenotaph could do with a tidy trim. 
Action: Cllr Bennett said he had the ability and tools to carry out this job.
Dog Waste Bins
· Clerk has emailed Cllr Swarbrick about the possibility of fitting a dog waste bin to the traffic pole near the forestry track. 
· Councilors agreed that a metal and green dog waste bin would be the best option to purchase for the two identified sites once funds allow. 
School Traffic Lights
Cllr Bennett noted that the lights had not been replace on trough road.
Action: Cllr Bennett to contact Cllr Swarbrick about this. 
Bonfire
Parish Council reviewed and approved a risk assessment provided by the playground committee regarding the proposed community bonfire. 
Rotting gatepost 
Action: Clerk to email Hetty Byrne about rotten gatepost and copy in Cllr Bennett. 
Defibrillator
Cllr Williams reported on having fitted the new pads and battery pack to the defibrillator. Next review of equipment will be in 2028. Cllr Williams and Parish Clerk also informed the PC about a £10 rebate from Andrew Deptford regarding incorrect expiry dates of the defibrillator pads.
Remembrance Sunday
· Action: Cllr Hardman to organize tea and biscuits in the village hall after the remembrance event at the cenotaph. 
· Action: Clerk to book village hall and co-ordinate with school regarding school involvement in the event. 
· Action: Cllr Whitney to sort out the wreaths for collection from British Legion.
Football pitch investment idea
· Action: Clerk to make some enquiries about funding to improve the playing surface of the football pitch so that it can potentially provide a long-term income for the Parish Council through any pitch rental income. 
Duchy of Lancaster Developments
Cllr Whitney read out an email from the Duchy of Lancaster regarding updates to the Root development and Garage development. Highlights include:
· Tree works instructed by the Duchy regarding tree overgrowth on Langden Bridge.
· Root building works are progressing as planned. Duchy would like to thank residents for their cooperation and patience. 
· Duchy of Lancaster have recently make significant progress with Electricity Northwest (ENW) regarding cable diversion works and are progressing with detailed designs of the approved scheme. 
Bank
Clerk gave an overview of existing finances. It was agreed that money needed to be transferred from the reserve account to the current account so that the PC could make its financial commitments before the 2025-2026 precept money comes through.
Action: Cllr Whitney to contact the bank to arrange this. 
Over 60’s Christmas Party
Invites have and list of possible attendees have been provide to Clerk for posting through letterboxes. 
Action: Clerk to post invites through letterboxes. 
Dirty Signs
Clerk has email Cllr Swarbrick to see if anything can be done to expedite sign cleaning in the village. 
AOB (Any Other Business)
Cllr Williams mentioned that the path on the village green had reduced in size over recent years.
Action: Cllr Williams and Cllr Hardman to work with a group of volunteers to edge the path weather permitting.
There was a brief discussion about the village Christmas tree which is currently provided by United Utilities to the Parish for free. Cllr Bennet will discuss with UU and the PC will coordinate Christmas light hanging at relevant time.
Date of Next Meeting
- The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th  January 2025.
Due to recent requests the PC has been asked to set future PC meeting dates. Current set dates include 11th March 2025 and 13th May 2025. 
