Bowland Forest Higher Division Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting
Date and time: Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7.30pm
Location: Dunsop Bridge Village Hall
Chair: Cllr John Whitney
Attendance
Present: Cllr Whitney, Cllr Powney, Cllr Williams, Cllr Bennett, Duchy of Lancaster representative, Parish Clerk, a member of the electorate. 
Apologies: Cllr Hore, Cllr Hardman, Cllr Duxbury
Minutes from previous meeting.
Minutes from the previous meeting we read and approved by Cllr Whitney without amends. 
Matters Arising
· Cllr Whitney reported he would not be present to carry out the remembrance Sunday service next year however he has written next year’s speech if anyone would like to take on this duty. 
· Cllr Williams reported that the Christmas tree and the new lights were well received by the village.
Finances
· Cllr Whitney reported that he will transfer £2k from the reserved account to the current account to help with outstanding planned expenditure. 
· Clerk reported that the over-sixties Christmas party cost the PC £53 with 9 villagers attending the event at Newton Village Hall in December 2026.
· Clerk also requested that Cllr Whitney contact the bank to arrange the name change on the account from Rachel Carr to Charles Stephenson to ensure the VAT return goes smoothly.
· Clerk also handed a small cheque to cash from Electricity Northwest.
Duchy of Lancaster updates
· Duchy of Lancaster will soon be requesting official support for the arboretum in the village from the parish council.
· Duchy of Lancaster have taken over responsibility for the grazing field behind the garage site which has been traditionally managed by the parish council at of 1st April 2025. The DoL reported that they plan to begin tree planting for the arboretum on-site this winter. The ‘harder’ landscaping aspects of the project are likely to take place from summer to autumn 2026.
· Duchy of Lancaster reported that they have been in consultation with the play-park committee regarding the proposed new fencing to border off the play park. The DoL are contributing 50% of the costs of doing this, however, have stipulated a preference for a natural timber finish in compliance with playground safety legislation.
· The DoL reported having given access to the company responsible for upgrading the telephone mast in the village to carry out improvements to the emergency service network and possible 4g commercial reception in the village.
· The DoL also confirmed the news that the clerk reported to the PC that rent for the football field has been reduced to a peppercorn rent.
Footpath update
· Clerk reported on correspondence with the Carr family about a proposed footpath connecting the school with the centre of the village. Presented proposals are not workable for the Carrs in the existing format due the issues the path would present with managing the grazing animals and contact with dogs and the public. Cllr Bennett suggested an alternative location on an existing boundary wall which would run behind his house. Clerk to investigate this option and see if this is more workable for the Carr family.
Iron bridge/pipe bridge
· Clerk reported that the bridge had been closed/condemned. It is suspected that United Utilities have done this on health and safety grounds, however nothing has officially been confirmed on this matte. The Duchy of Lancaster reported that they would investigate this further with their contact at UU.
Roads
· Cllr Williams reported that the temporary traffic lights on the trough road were still there.
· The general poor state of the roads in the village were noted, and Clerk reported that Cllr Duxbury was trying to push the agenda at LCC.
· It was noted at the meeting that it is likely that the roads will be well serviced soon due to the announcement that the Tour de France will be passing through the village in July 2027.
Tour De France
· Ideas were discussed about the Tour De France and howe the parish council could capitalise on this opportunity including making an event of the day and potentially renting space on the football field to food-trucks, etc. Further working groups and meetings would need to take place in the coming months to plan for this exciting event. 
Mole Catching on playing field
· Cllr Bennett added this item to the agenda and mentioned molehills were rapidly appearing on the football field. The PC agreed that the Clerk should contact our local mole catcher for a quote. The PC discussed potential insurance implications of this and a preference for a mechanical method of capture was agreed upon.
Correspondence
· Cllr Whitney read out a letter from our MP Maya Ellis thanking the Parish Council for the work that they do and also asked the PC if they would like her to attend any future meetings. 
· Clerk read out a letter from the playpark stating that Cllr Powney was the PC representative on the playpark committee and that the PC could request to change this if needed at any point. PC agreed that they were happy for Cllr Powney to be the PC representative on the playpark committee.
AOB
· PC reported that the light pollution from the Root farm development had been reduced but the DoL, however DoL reported there was more they could do in this regard.
Meeting concluded at 8.45pm.
Date of Next Meeting

• Tuesday 10th March 2026.

