BAPP Play Services Bath Area Play Project - Our Play Services (bapp.org.uk)
Please click on the above link where you will discover further information about our different play services.

The Family Support & Play Service is a partnership between Bath Area Play Project and Southside commissioned by B&NES as an Early Help service and was recently recommissioned for a further 3 years. We work in partnership with Southside to deliver this work.
There are a range of services available and all referrals have a completed Early Help Assessment by a Senior Practitioner, triaged and discussed at the Partnership Allocation meeting as to what we can offer the family.

BAPP’s role within the partnership is provision of 3 Family Play Support Workers who provide whole family support working in partnership to support improved outcomes using play to improve attachment, signpost and support access to services in the local community. Each FPSW has a caseload of up to 8 families.
A small team of Community Play Support Workers run termly Nurture Groups in schools in term time. for children identified by the school as struggling & benefiting from some emotional support. These are weekly sessions in a secure space within school with a group of 10 to 12 children. The team also support with 2 Family Play Hubs and individual play support. We are currently seeking funding to extend the reach of both Family Support and Nurture Group support.

Parents and children who are referred to the service are often socially isolated, perhaps due to mental health issues, DV, can be disabled or struggle managing behaviour issues which together with their lack of confidence, limited positive play experiences, means that children are at a deficit to their peers. Families can self-refer but we also receive referrals directly from schools, GPs, Adult services and EHAP (Multi-agency Early Help Allocation Panel)

During school holidays, the team plan and deliver a Summer Programme of Community Playdays, open to all families with children up to around 12 years. These are well attended and each summer our reach is between 4 and 6,000 children depending on the weather! There is no referral needed, families can just turn up however the staff encourage families they are supporting and working with to attend as they greatly help reduce social isolation during the long summer holidays.

Short Breaks Services include holiday playschemes and term time evening and weekend social play opportunities for children with additional needs and SEND who meet the eligibility criteria. We deliver these through a combination of year-round and sessional staff and provide valuable, well respected respite for parents and carers. We deliver these services in partnership with other organisations including NAS, WECIL, BOP and Fosse Way School.

We also provide a Play service where we are spot purchased to provide a range of services including lunchtime playworkers in schools, playworkers for one off community events e.g. Village Family Days as well as working with We Activate to provide play opportunities as part of the HAF (Holidays Activities & Food) programme for children in receipt of benefit related free school meals.
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