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CHAIR’S REPORT – JUNE 2010
Relationship with Kingston PCT  - I have attached this as a private and confidential appendix in the hope that this will speed the recovery or a working partnership.  This is on the agenda for Monday
Playbuilder –  Ourselves and CRERA met with the Resident Participation team and Rob Waite – who is leading on this for RBK.  It was agreed that we use every measure at our disposal to seek the opinion of CRE residents – including a questionnaire, door- to- door research and planning a residents barbecue style event.  Plans for this cannot be finalised until the contractor is appointed.  Leaflets have been circulated to CRE residents by both ourselves and CRERA  in an initial attempt to seek residents’ opinion.  We have a second meeting scheduled for 2.30pm on the afternoon of our meeting so we will update you further after this.  The next stage is to plan the event where residents are invited along to give their opinions on the best way forward.

Reflect Course – This is currently running on Monday’s from 12.30 until 2.30pm in Hawks Road Clinic.  The course is run by Carolyn Conway on behalf of Kingston PCT and is a result of the ‘You Can’consultation meetings held earlier this year.  I have attended one session, as has Sheila.  It is being attended by an average of 5 or so people from the Kingston/Surbiton area.  Minutes of the last meeting are attached.

Food Hygiene Course – The date for this training has been set for Saturday, 26th June in Tadlow.  If you plan to attend please say so NOW as Des needs details of all participants. I urge as many of you as possible to attend as we need as many trained individuals as possible.
Fix My Street -   Sheila and I have submitted a grant application to the ‘Justice Seen, Justice Done’ panel.  The plan is to purchase a laptop computer with internet so that CRE residents are able to submit reports about problems on the estate privately, using the CREst email address.  This will then build up a database of what problems are occurring where and, hopefully improve the quality of life on both estates.  We have trialled several reports already with encouraging results.  Sheila plans to give a more detailed report at the meeting and present a draft of the promotional leaflet for your comments. ( Copy attached)
New RBK Councillors – David Ryder-Mills and Steven Brister have been invited to attend Monday’s meeting and both are hoping to attend – although David’s visit may be brief.  I am sure you all join with me in welcoming them to the Norbiton  Constituency.  Speaking of RBK, you will probably already know that Frances Mosely is now Executive Member for Housing – Penny has taken her considerable talents to Health and Communities

New Estate Manager -  Jackie Farrier has  now been replaced as CRE Estates Manager by Claudia Cane  ( email: Claudia.cane@rbk.kingston.gov.uk) . She will be working alongside Grace Slade in the future.  Once again we welcome her to the CRE.

HCC – Sheila and John are now our designated delegates  to the Housing Consultative Committee  There was a meeting on 3rd June which Sheila attended on our behalf.  She will provide a more detailed report on Monday.
Hawks Road Garden launch party – This took place on 4th June and largely thanks to the work put in by Denise Parry, was a hugely successful event.  I estimate that 60 – 70 people attended with many CRE residents taking the opportunity to bring their children to the play area.  Despite past problems, staff and CREst members worked happily side by side to provide an event enjoyed by all.  We are hoping to build on this fledgling relationship and look in to the possibility of planning similar joint ventures in the future.  Thanks to all of you who supported the event – especially Denise whose patience has reaped rewards!
Transition Town Kingston – You will recall that Sheila and I met with Hilary Gander from ‘Transition Town Kingston’ just before Easter.  At that meeting we discussed the idea of joining together over the summer to run a project which would aim to improving an area on the CRE – possibly the area above Madingley where ‘Save the World’ worked several years ago.  There has been a lot happening recently so Hilary and I agreed that she would attend next Monday’s meeting with her colleague to discuss this matter further.  Meanwhile, I have endeavoured to put her in touch with Mary who I know is a keen advocate of such schemes.  I also had a brief word with Simon Oelman to check that he would be in favour of revamping an area in this way.  He was  happy for this to happen so long as he received full details to approve before any work starts.  
Fires -  This has become an increasingly worrying topic.  I have spoken to both Anna Clarke and Alan Hardwicke about this and it seems that in the past month or so there have been at least 6 fires.  They are scattered all over the CRE so it would be hard to pin point one specific area.  However, Anna assures me that the CCTV camera’s have been focussed on possible target areas and that she plans to write to all CRE residents alerting them to the problem.

I contacted our local Safer Neighbourhood Team as soon as Alan alerted us to the problem so I am sure that they are also watching carefully.  As a Community Group the only thing we can do is to watch out for signs of a fire – especially around the rubbish bins.  If you have reason to be concerned DO NOT attempt to act alone.  Call Fire Services and ensure that anyone close by is moved to a place of safety. Housing Officers are also keen to learn about such incidents once any danger is passed.
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