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20th July 2009

Report from Kingston Can event.
The event comprised of a number of tables laid out with a large A1 size poster on the top.  Each had a different heading.  Residents were encouraged to select two of the helium filled balloons available inside the door and take them to the two tables headed with an area which most interested them.  They then sat and completed a questionnaire with Kingston Can representative .  The completed form was then hung up by the far wall.  The balloons were left by the tables to show how many visits each site had received.  The headings were:
1. Healthy Minds – What are the new opportunities to help people with mental problems ( 7)

2. Keeping young children Active and Healthy (4)
3. Opportunities for Learning and Training. ( 5)
4. Affordable Local Exercise (4)
5. Eating Fresh and healthy Food ( 3)
6. Opportunities for Younger People ( 2)
7. Community Enterprises ( 8)
8. Young Adults – Access to the Right Healthcare ( 2)

9. Healthcare for Older People (4)
The number in brackets indicates the number of balloons hung above each table – this may have increased slightly after I counted!
The wall with comments held quite a few completed questionnaires – Jacques has assured me that we will receive a detailed breakdown at the end of August.  A selection of the comments I read included:

‘We need a direct service bus running regularly through CRE’

‘There should be a bus to the hospital’  - plus quite a few similar comments

‘We need community nurses dedicated to the CRE’

‘We need more courses to teach English’

‘How about a Farm Shop’!

‘We should revamp the Sports Centre’

‘We need to update sports facilities’

‘The estate need a good tidy up’

‘Youngsters are allowed to run riot’

‘ There is too much noise’

‘There is a lack of integration’

These are just a small number – I assume a full set of comments will be available in August.  

Children were encouraged to make badges and draw their ideas on a long piece of wallpaper.  They were provided with pencils, scissors and craft goods to assist them.

There was a selection of light refreshments available.

By my reckoning the event was attended by at least 40 adult residents and quite a number of young children.  There seemed to be only one group of teenage lads who came in the hope of setting up a dance troupe.

Residents seemed to come from across the board in terms of race/age etc.

There were about 12 ‘helpers’ including Jacques, Ella and the students from Kingston Uni, plus Russell arrived at about 2.30pm. Lots of photographs were taken.

Jacques assures me that the ‘Kingston Can’ logo’s painted on the walls will be painted out by the end of August.

I was able to help out with contact details etc when they were requested.
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