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Tel 020 8541 1305   

www.eco-fm.org.uk

Dear Friends

Call for Support for the FM Community Radio Licence Application

Further to our discussions I am excited to send you details of the Kingston bid and our proposal for an FM community radio licence. As many of you know, when Kingston Green Fair folded a gap was created and for two years this has allowed the formation of alternative, non weather related festivals and green information activities. The most successful of which has been the Paint the Town Green Festival and the accompanying 10-day short term community radio licence for Kingston Green Radio, 87.7fm. 
Now there is a unique opportunity for us to apply for a licence for 5 years to run a community radio station in the centre of Kingston. It will be staffed mostly by volunteers and funded by several sources of funding. 
The first part of which is an open share option of shares totalling £2,000 at £100 each share to open the account, hire the technical expertise regarding the transmitter and to put the licence application to OFCOM which is a £600 non-refundable fee. We shall have a further two years from the date the licence is issued, until we have to go on air, giving us time to raise further funds and prepare the station and train staff and volunteers. The cost is likely to be in the region of £80,000 per annum. The vehicle for this will be a limited company acting as a social enterprise, Low Carbon Communications Ltd. 
We are looking for partners, stakeholders and friends to send us letters of support that will enhance our application by 1st September 2009. Letters of support are a vital indicator to OFCOM of the strength of community involvement in the proposed new station and will make up an important percentage of the points towards our chances of success. 

They must be on your own headed paper, not a petition or copied letter. They should be addressed to ECO-fm at the address above and sent signed before 1st September. If you have radio experience that should be indicated. If your organisation expects to benefit from the station please give details, especially if you have been involved in  the previous short term licence. If you have volunteers or staff who are interested please state how they will benefit and be involved. 
The main part of the application is the connection to, and benefits for, the local community as social gain in Kingston. A key target for us is to produce environmental and health related information in a new way on radio, transmitting to the Cambridge Road Estate for example and allowing voices of all ages to be heard, given space, confidence and training to increase their life chances and positive experiences.
We will have a Community Radio Stakeholders Forum where all members and investors will have the opportunity to meet together and create a vibrant discussion to move the project forward throughout the time of the licence. 
Thank you so much for your enthusiasm so far for this project and your support. Please contact me for further information if necessary. 

Yours sincerely

Bernadette Vallely

Radio Development Director
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ECO-fm


Low-carbon, solar-powered community radio


Community access and empowerment programming


Unique health & environmental lifestyles coverage


Stakeholders and user forums


Differentiated training and volunteer support programmes


Local music, arts & performance





Helping to create an exemplar of social enterprise, leading in environmental technology and presenting creative social health and lifestyle solutions for our most deprived communities. 








