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 Editorial  -  April: 
 
‘April brings the primrose sweet, scatters daisies at our feet’. Does anyone else remember 
having to learn this poem off by heart at school?  There is a verse for every month but I 
can’t remember past July.  We always had to learn poems to recite and of course times 
tables were always learned like that. 
 
Well, the primroses and daisies have been in flower for a week or two now and there are 
lots of violets in flower as well.  Thankfully, the last month has been a lot quieter and we 
have had some lovely spring days recently, which does cheer you up. 
 
The rest of the news is not so good: what with the cost of energy going up at an alarming 
rate and then the dreadful news from the Ukraine.  Our hearts must go out to those poor 
people suffering from that war. 
 
The Events Committee held their Soup Lunch at the Cressing Community Church on 
Tuesday 22nd with the usual quiz and raffle.  Everyone enjoyed a friendly relaxed meeting.  
In April the lunch is at St.Barnabas and will be Sausage and Chips on Friday 22nd.   Don’t 
forget to book. 
 
As you will see in the Parish Council news, various events are being planned for the 
Jubilee Weekend in June.  The Events Committee are organising a Jubilee Tea at the 
Community Church in The Street on Friday 2nd June, 2.00-4,00pm.  More details later. 
 
Well, Easter is nearly here so have a lovely weekend and don’t eat too many hot cross 
buns or Easter eggs!! 
 
Betty   
 
 
   A P R I L     D I A R Y 
 
Tues.5th Art Group at St. Barnabas  10.00-1.00pm 
Sat.9th Quiz Night at Cressing Community Church 7.00pm.  Cost £5 including 

refreshments 
Sun.10th Holy Communion at All Saints Church  9.00am 
Tue.12th Cressing Connections Coffee Morning 11.00-1.00pm at St. Barnabas. 
Sun.10th Easter Day Service at All Saints Church 10.00am. 
Sat. 16th Easter Film ‘Risen’ at the Community Church at 7pm – Free event 
Tue.19th Art Group at St. Barnabas  10.00-1.00pm 
Fri..22nd Events Committee Lunch at St. Barnabas – 12 noon.  Sausage and Chips, 
 Cost £4. 
Tue.26th Art Group at St. Barnabas  10.00-1.00pm 
Thur.28th Knit and Natter at St. Barnabas 2.00-4.00pm 
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Cressing celebrates HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
No-one can have escaped the news that 2022 marks the 70th year of HM Queen 
Elizabeth the 2nd’s reign.  The May Bank Holiday Weekend has been moved to 
Thursday 2 June with an additional Bank Holiday on Friday 3 June providing a four-day 
weekend to celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee - the first time a British monarch 
has reached this momentous occasion. 

There will be an extensive programme of events throughout the UK to commemorate 
this historic event and we are sure that many residents of Cressing will be attending 
those public events or indeed hosting or joining some private celebrations. 

Cressing Parish Council hopes that residents will take the opportunity to decorate 
outside their house and any hedges or fences at the front of their property.  We will 
also be holding a competition for children to paint/draw a Royal picture, maybe of the 
Queen, her corgis, or any other royal theme of their choice, send this to the PC with 
their name and address, then Councillors will judge the entries and pick three winners 
to receive a prize.  The pictures will be displayed either at the Afternoon Tea (see 
below) or an open afternoon at St Barnabas for residents to view.  There will be three 
groups, under 5s, 5 to 8 and 9 to 12. 

On Thursday 2nd June, Cressing Parish Council and the Cressing Sports & Social Club 
are hosting: 

· Afternoon Tea Thursday 2nd June between 2.00 and 4.00pm   
· Jubilee Quiz from 4.30 to 6.30pm with questions reflecting events that 

have happened in each decade of the Queen’s reign 
· Live entertainment from 7.30pm 

Afternoon tea will be professionally catered and FREE to residents on production of 
an invitation.  To help us calculate the numbers for catering, please let us know if you 
would like to attend, with details of number and names, we will then provide you with 
official invitations.  Please contact the Parish Clerk or the Secretary of CSSC using the 
details below, no later than Monday 9th May to guarantee your place for tea.  You will 
be asked to provide your name and the first line of your address so the invitation/s can 
be posted to you.  Each invitation will then be entered into a raffle to win a Jubilee 
commemorative parcel. 

We hope you will join this event and show your support, not just for Her Majesty, but 
also the Parish Council and CSSC in paying tribute to Her Majesty’s reign.  

Please contact: 

Christine Marshall by email: clerk@cressing-pc.gov.uk (preferred) 
Telephone 01376 329288 (Wednesday and Thursday only) or 07933 306927 

Or 
Sally Griffiths (CSSC) by telephone 07944 082035 
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GARDENING NOTES FOR APRIL 
I trust your gardens have survived the storms we experienced in February and 
any seeds in propagators were not lost. Personally, I spent a whole day picking 
up rubbish that had blown into or around my ‘patch’. 

Any bulbs grown for the house can be planted outside once they have finished 
flowering, remember to plant same at least the depth of the bulb and not on 
the surface. Bulbs grown for indoor displays are often standing proud of the 
container when purchased. 

Continue to use any mature home-made compost, spread around shrubs and 
climbers it will act as a mulch and soil improver. 

My recommended plant of the month [ which was at its best last month] Sweet 
Box [ Sarcococca confuse], a hardy shrub that exudes a heady fragrance and is 
evergreen. A friend of mine has a small hedge of this glossy show stopper 
under the lounge window and the perfume enters the house even with a 
window open just a chink. 

Lawns benefit from raking at this time of year removing as much of the 
compacted ‘thatch’ as possible and at the same time removing moss, if you 
feed your grass now is a good time but try and time the job with forecast rain 
to wash the stimulant down to the roots and avoid burning. This can happen if 
a granular weed and feed is left on the surface for too long. 

Although we have had a wet winter, keep an eye on pots and containers near 
to a wall or building overhang as it is surprising how quickly they dry out, this 
will help empty your water butts! 

Container shrubs can be planted now while the soil has plenty of moisture in it, 
make the hole half as wide again as the root ball so you can incorporate plenty 
of compost and soil along side and firm down with your heel avoiding air 
pockets. 

Second early potatoes, broad beans, onion sets and shallots can be planted 
this month as can parsnip seed and early peas. 

Enjoy your garden…………………………………………………….The Arborist 
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Annual Meeting of the Council v Annual Parish Meeting  

There are two meeting that must be held in spring of each year, the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting (or Annual Parish Assembly).  These are two quite 
different meetings.  

Firstly, there is the Annual Parish Meeting (or Annual Parish Assembly)  

· This is, in legal terms, a quite separate body from the Parish Council, but it is 
invariably the Council that arranges it (although residents or organisations within the 
Parish could providing it is advertised and managed according to legislative 
requirements).  Decisions at this meeting are not binding on the Council, although 
the Council will normally take heed of what is said at the meeting and action where 
appropriate.  

· All groups and organisations within the Parish are encouraged to provide a report at 
this meeting, either verbally or printed and made available to attendees. 

· The Annual Parish Meeting is open to all electors of the Parish, who have the right 
not only to attend but also to speak on any matter of local interest.  

· The Annual Parish Meeting is a legacy from the Middle Ages, when Local Councils 
did not exist, and all local decision making was carried out by meetings of the whole 
community, usually taking place in the church vestry.  

Secondly, like any other organisation or company, Cressing Parish Council needs to hold 
an annual meeting to carry out those things that only need doing once a year. These 
include:  

· Electing a Chairman – the first item of business to enable the meeting to progress 
· Electing a Vice-Chairman (if the council wants to have one)  
· Appointing committees  
· Appointing representatives to other bodies  
· Agreeing to subscribe to such bodies as the National Association of Local Councils 

and the Essex Association of Local Councils 
· Reviewing policy documents such as risk assessment, Standing Orders, Financial 

Regulations, etc. (For a full list of policies see the website)  

Although residents may attend, they are not permitted to take part in the formal business of 
the meeting. 

These two meetings are usually held on the same day, with the Annual Parish Meeting 
taking place first, then the Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by a general meeting of 
the Parish Council. 

Agenda will be published on noticeboards and the Parish Council website, but input from 
the community is encouraged.  So, if you are involved in any group activity in the parish that 
is available to residents, please provide a report that can be provided to attendees.  You 
can either provide a written report or attend to give a verbal report and answer questions 
“from the floor”.  Please contact the Parish Clerk for further information. 

This year, the Annual meetings will be held on Wednesday, 11th May 2022, commencing at 
7.00pm. 

Christine Marshall, Parish Clerk, clerk@cressing-pc.gov.ukl 
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Protect your home from burglary 
Last month National Neighbourhood Watch launched their Think WIDE(N) burglary prevention 
campaign (1st-31st March), highlighting the simple, evidence-based WIDE measures which can be 
taken in any home on a variety of budgets.  

Police and Neighbourhood Watch, also believe neighbours keeping an eye out for each other is key 
to reducing burglary, so Neighbourhood Watch extended the WIDE acronym to WIDE(N): 

 •  W: WINDOWS: Keep your windows locked 
•  I: INTERIOR: Put inside lights on a timer/smart bulb 
•  D: DOORS: Double or deadlock your doors  
•  E: EXTERIOR: Put outside lights on a sensor 
•  (N): NEIGHBOURS: Keep an eye out for your neighbours 
To learn more about WIDE(N) and burglary prevention measures, visit: 
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/thinkwiden . 

Some additional features that you can consider to keep your home secure are: 

• If overlooked or the chance of being seen burglars will prefer to go elsewhere, so lighting on your 
house is a good deterrent. Dusk till dawn on the front, not only can you and others see who is at 
your door, but also when you come home you have a welcoming light. At the rear fit a motion 
activated lamp, but ensure you set and site it so that animals and plants don’t keep turning it on 
as that only creates more alarm.  

• Is there clear unobstructed access to the rear? Burglars will prefer to gain access out of sight at 
the rear. Where possible fence and gate access to rear gardens, top this with some trellis or spiky 
toppings (Max height without planning permission 2m or 1m next to a highway used by vehicles 
and the spiky topping requires a warning notice). How about some defensive planting, what’s this 
you ask……something like Berberus, Pyracantha or Hawthorn around perimeter fencing or 
anything else you wish to protect i.e., domestic fuel tank (some garden centres sell more 
established plants) the RHS can help with further guidance. 

• Bins: - Secure bins and other objects away from buildings and walls so that they cannot be used 
as a climbing aid. 

• Consider a doorbell that you can answer remotely on your smartphone. A lot of these you can 
add further CCTV cameras that you listen and speak through too. 

• Create the illusion of occupancy: A radio on, a chair that looks like you have just got up, book or 
magazine open with a pair of spectacles and a mug next to it, a vacuum cleaner with the lead 
trailing out of sight (not plugged in), the usual signs of habitation and don’t leave it too tidy. 

Further crime prevention advice can be found on the NHW website above or the following websites: 
https://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/  
https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice 

SAS 02032022  
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     MESSAGE FROM  THE  VICAR 

 
Normally, when something precious breaks, we do our best to mend it.  A treasured toy, a 
favourite coat or treasured family ornament, with a bit of glue, thread or paint a lot can be 
restored.  ‘The Repair Shop’, a popular BBC programme, specialises in such transformations.  
A team of restorers, with specialist skills in wood or metal work, porcelain and paint 
finishes, textiles and complex mechanisms lovingly take worn, unsightly, and faded objects 
and restore them to new life, reviving happy memories and restoring joy. 
 
As good as new or even better than I remember it most owners say when they return to see 
the results.  And even when looking closely it is difficult to spot the glue, the faint lines, the 
tell-tale signs of repair and restoration.   
 
Would that we could do the same with human lives, with disappointments and with our 
shortcomings.  But it’s not easy to change habits, to forget an inner wound or to heal a 
broken heart.  And so we do our best to conceal and cover up, to put a brave face on it and 
tell ourselves we have moved on. 
 
But there is a different way, which does not hide our brokenness, but acknowledges and 
honours the wounds and scars we carry. 
 
The Japanese art of Kintsugi demonstrates this perfectly.  A broken item of crockery, most 
commonly a bowl is taken and reassembled.  But not with the aim of disguising the damage 
as much as possible, but rather display the beauty of imperfection.  Lacquer and glues are 
mixed with gold powder and the fault lines are emphasised in gold, the bowl reassembled 
and beautified not in spite of but because of the imperfections: they are what makes the 
bowl a unique piece of beauty and art. 
 
This month we again remember the final week of Jesus’ earthly life.  His suffering, death and 
glorious resurrection.  And when he appears to his followers, he still carries the scars of the 
crucifixion, they are not concealed or removed. 
 
Jesus shows us that there is no pain, no sin, no wound, no fragility beyond his transforming 
love.  He still heals and restores whenever we bring our brokenness to him and offers us 
new life.  We need not hide or pretend; we can come just as we are.  This is the good news 
of Easter, that life follows death, light overcomes darkness and evil is overcome by good.   
 
To remind us of Jesus’ triumph of life over death we have placed painted stones around 
Coggeshall and along footpaths.  If you find one of them, please take it home as a reminder 
of what God has done, and the hope and joy he offers us. 
 
Wishing you a blessed Holy Week and a very Happy Easter! 
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 CRESSING EVENTS VOLUNTEERS 
 
Back at Cressing Community Church Hall for this month’s Lunch. 
I think I may have mentioned that the CCC has a Dish Washer and an operator, which is just 
great for us, but joking aside, the CCC always go out of their way to support our efforts, so 
thank you so much. 
It would seem the weather likes to have a good laugh at us, last month saw gale winds when 
we had Pasty and chips, this month a warmest day for Soup. 
The Soup Lunch always requires an early start, for it is surprising just how long that amount 
of soup takes to heat up, without burning the chicken soup, as we offer both Tomato and 
Chicken. 
Once guests had finished their Soup and Roll, we decided we would test their knowledge of 
music from shows, to allow the soup to settle, before serving Tea and Coffee along with 
Biscuits and sweets. Then it was time to see which table had won the combined fun and 
music quiz, finally it was time for our raffle, which plays an important part in keeping our 
cost down, So our thanks to all who donate. 
 
Our next event is a Sausage & Chip Lunch at St. Barnasbas Church Hall on Friday the 22nd of 
April from 12.00 till 2.00 Serving at 12.15pm, the cost is £4.00, so why not join us for a chat, 
a brain tease, and good company. 
To book a place, or get a copy of our next quarter programme, please contact Pam or Jackie 
on 584170 or 327064. 
 
 Arthur on behalf of the C.E.V team 
 

Cressing Book Group 

Our latest book was Into the Water by Paula Hawkins, the follow up to her bestselling 
thriller The Girl on a Train. Jules Abbot returns to her childhood home in Beckford after her 
estranged sister Nel is found dead in the Drowning Pool, a feature of the river that runs 
through the small town and the site of many past watery deaths. The history of these was 
being researched by Nel for a book she was planning to write. Her 15 year old daughter, 
whose best friend had drowned in the pool only a few weeks before, is convinced that Nel's 
death was suicide but others are not so sure. Could it have been murder and if so, who 
could be responsible?  

While some of us enjoyed this book, we also had a few criticisms of it. We all felt that it was 
a somewhat gloomy read with characters who all seemed to be burdened with various 
psychological problems. One reader said that she'd felt as if she'd been doing a course in 
psychiatry! Another difficulty was that there were so many characters, some sounding very 
similar, that it was tricky at times to sort out just who was who. Each chapter is told from a 
different viewpoint and this led to a discussion about the unreliability of memory and of 
individuals' interpretation of events. We also had some discussion about the ending which 
we felt was unclear. So we had a mixed response to Into the Water, an interesting but not 
entirely satisfying read.  
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 On your own? 
 
Are you alone, but want to join the celebrations for HM Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum 
Jubilee?  Cressing Parish Council and Cressing Sports & Social Club have just the event for 
you.  Each table at the Afternoon Tea will be hosted by a Member of either the Parish 
Council or CSSC who will make you feel very welcome.  You will be able to join in the chat, 
share your memories of Her Majesty; join in the fun and laughter.  If that’s not enough, you 
can stay for the Jubilee quiz afterwards. 
 
Full details are given elsewhere in this magazine. 
 
 

June 13th to 17th is Loneliness Awareness Week   
 
Braintree District Council and Community360 will be hosting events around villages in the 
Braintree District throughout that week. They want to meet as many people as possible who 
may suffer from isolation or feel lonely in order to point them to agencies and clubs who can 
help them meet other people and socialise. 
 
Plans are at an early stage and more information will be available in the next edition 
of the Community Magazine and on posters in the noticeboards.  

News From All Saints & St Barnabas 
 

With all that is going on in Ukraine, and as we pray 

continuously for peace and support for all the people there, 

I’m sure most people have found it difficult to deal with as  

have I. So I went down to our church for a bit of peace and 

time to think; I was surrounded by all the daffodils and 

primroses which are looking wonderful, also the spire is now 

looking free from the holes thanks to the steeple jack who has 

done a great job. It gave me a lift from all the gloom and hope 

for the future. 
 

Please support Ukraine if you can, and pray for them. 
 

We are holding a service on Easter Sunday at All Saints at 

10.00am all are welcome 

 
Stay safe, and hope to see you at Church in the near future. 
Peter Sutton Church Warden 
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CRESSING DIRECTORY 

CRESSING COMMUNITY MAGAZINE 
Editorial:         Betty Dean                          583147 
                         Ronnie Sutton         552614 
Finance:          Sue Pulfrey                          583412 
Distribution/Advertising: Dave Tilbury   583807  
 

CRESSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman:       John Lawton           07810 656405 
Councillor:      Colin Haines                       583221                                                                           
                          Harvey Porrett       07836612852 
                          Alison Lapper         07766717504 
                          Steve Watts            07932077585 
                          Victoria Rowe 
Parish Clerk                                                  329288                    
Parish Office open on Wednesdays  09.00 to 15.00  
                                        Thursdays       09.00 to 15.00 
 

DOG FOULING 
Braintree District Council: 
‘Phone:       01376 551414  Ext. 2217 
Text:            07797 803203 
Twitter:       @BraintreeDC 
Facebook:   Report a problem on  
                     Braintree District Council FB Page 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Braintree Police Station:                            551312 
Electricity:                                         0800 7838838 
Gas:                                                      0800 111999 
Water:                                                  0800 771881 

 

CRESSING EVENTS GROUP 
Chairman:     Arthur Mackenzie               331810 
Jackie:                                                           327064 
Irene:                                                            550971 
Pam:                                                              584170 
 

CRESSING ACTION GROUP 
Contact:    www.cressingactiongroup.info 
Email:        cressingactiongroup@aol.com 
 
 

BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
All Departments:                                                      552525 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
James Abbott:                                                           584576 
Bob Wright: 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Paul Thorogood:    paulthorogood@greenparty.org.uk 
  

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
Highways:                                                         03456037631 
Social Services:                                               0345 6037630 
Street Lighting- Parish Clerk:                                   329288 

CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU 
Braintree:                                                        0844 4994719 
Witham:                                                                      502190 

CRESSING PARISH CHURCH 
Rev. Heike Prentice                                                  561234 

HIRING OF ST. BARNABAS HALL- 
Claude Ince Avenue 

sue.pulfrey@outlook.com                 or ‘phone     583412 
 

CRESSING COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Rev. Dennis Ivey:                                             07792895711              

 
CRESSING PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Head Teacher:       Stuart Caplen                             583397 
 

GIRL GUIDING IN CRESSING 
Girlguidingessexne.org.uk 

CRESSING COMMUNITY HALL FUND 
Secretary:        Jackie Routledge                             327064 
 

CRESSING  SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
Contact after 19.00 any day except Tuesday:       345521 
 

CRESSING TODDLER GROUP 
Deanna:                                                              07734910551 

CRESSING FACEBOOK SITES 
Cressing Awareness 
Cressing Community Changes 
A copy of this magazine may also be accessed at 

cressingmag.co.uk 
EASTLIGHT COMMUNITY HOMES (GREENFIELDS) 

All Departments:                                              535400           

 
 

The last date for copy for the following month’s edition of the magazine is the 15th of the month and 
should be sent to ; Cressing Community Magazine, c/o The Parish Office, St. Barnabas Church, 

Claude Ince Avenue, Tye Green, Cressing. 
 On A4 paper please, or by e-mail to; dandwtilbury@hotmail.co.uk    ( Note:-copy may be edited) 
 

Printed and published by Cressing Community Magazine and supported by Cressing Parish Council 
Printed by KEMPCO, 01376 518000 

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without prior permission of 
the publishers. 
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