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|O

urAm
bitions

Atthe
Village

H
alleventthatkick

started
ourParish

Plan
in

M
arch

2015
w

e
asked

every-
one

to
share

theirfeelings
aboutw

hatis
specialaboutThe

Chignals.A
strong

com
m

unity
spiritand

a
distinctruralidentity

butclose
to

the
am

enities
ofChelm

sford
cam

e
outhigh

on
the

list.Som
e

ofthe
problem

s
people

identified
in

the
Parish

also
stem

from
this

proxim
ity,such

as
fly-tipping,littering,anti-socialbehaviourand

dam
age

to
ourlanes

and
grass

verges
by

heavy
goods

vehicles.M
anaging

this
rural/urban

interface
so

that
residents

can
conserve

and
im

prove
w

hatthey
value

aboutliving
in

The
Chignals

w
hilst

finding
w

ays
ofw

elcom
ing

businesses
and

visitors
to

enjoy
ourcom

m
unity

life
and

countryside
is

challenging.O
urcom

m
unity

is
rising

to
this

challenge
and

w
illargue

strongly
to

retain
an

open
farm

land
bufferto

separate
the

Parish
from

the
existing

urban
boundaries

ofChelm
sford.Am

bitious
plans

have
been

suggested
forim

proving
life

in
The

Chignals,from
achieving

betterB
roadband,to

getting
people

w
alking

ourfootpaths
and

m
aking

the
m

ostofournew
Village

H
all.U

ltim
ately,m

ostofthe
actions

w
illonly

happen
iflocalpeople

gettogetherto
do

itthem
selves.W

e
are

optim
istic

thatm
any

volunteers
w

illcom
e

forw
ard

as
m

any
people

in
the

com
m

unity
share

the
sam

e
values

ofconsideration,co-operation
and

com
m

unication.

Chairm
an

ChignalParish
Council

2
|O

urVision
forThe

Chignals

“
A

com
m

unity
w

hich
values

its
distinctruralidentity,

w
hich

is
cohesive

and
supports

its
residents

to
access

services
and

leisure
facilities”.

The
ChignalParish

Plan
is

an
evidence

led
docum

entw
hich

identifies
the

positive
aspects

of
the

com
m

unity
togetherw

ith
issues

and
problem

s.Itcreates
a

fram
ew

ork
show

ing
how

the
residents

w
ould

like
The

Chignals
to

develop
and

change
forthe

better.Crucially
itprovides

valuable
evidence

to
influence

decisions
w

hich
im

pacton
The

Chignals,m
ade

by
Chelm

sford
City

Council.Allresidents
including

children
w

ere
invited

through
w

orkshops,an
exhibition

and
a

detailed
questionnaire

to
m

ake
theirview

s
and

w
ishes

know
n.The

questionnaires
w

hich
w

ere
delivered

to
every

house
w

ere
returned

from
an

im
pressive

95%
ofallproperties

w
ith

75%
ofpeople

living
in

the
Parish

com
pleting

the
survey.The

results
produced

25
objectives

w
hich

are
detailed

in
this

docum
enttogetherw

ith
43

detailed
action

points
w

hich
are

published
separately

to
allow

forregularupdating.

M
any

thanks
go

outto
the

team
ofvolunteers

w
ho

spentm
any

hours
w

orking
on

the
Plan

overa
period

of12
m

onths.
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2011
Census

ofPopulation
for

ChignalParish

TotalPopulation:311

TotalH
ouseholds:125

Average
H

ousehold
Size:2.49

Area:747
hectares

(3
sq

m
iles)

Average
Population

D
ensity:

0.42
people/hectare

(104
people/sq

m
ile)

3
|Profile

ofThe
Chignals

ChignalParish
in

the
present

The
Chignals

com
prise

ChignalSm
ealey

and
ChignalStJam

es,tw
o

sm
all

villages
im

m
ediately

to
the

w
estofChelm

sford.U
ntilthe

lastcentury,
The

Chignals
had

alw
ays

been
sm

allfarm
ing

com
m

unities
and

are
w

ell
docum

ented
as

such,in
the

G
reatSurvey

of1086.Today,life
is

considerably
differentin

The
Chignals,as

m
ostofthe

houses
are

now
occupied

by
people

w
ho

w
ork

outside
the

Parish
orare

retired.Since
the

2011
Census,

furtherproperties
have

been
occupied

in
the

Parish:in
2016

there
w

ere
133

dw
ellings

registered
as

paying
CouncilTax.The

active
com

m
unity

has
a

strong
identity,is

proud
ofits

ruralheritage
and

has
a

variety
ofclubs

and
groups,a

Com
m

unity
O

rchard,Village
G

reen,2
Churches,2

Red
Phone

Boxes,2
Pubs,a

Village
H

all,Playing
Field

and
CricketPitch.

The
Chignals

are
situated

in
the

open
farm

land
plateau

landscape
to

the
w

estofChelm
sford.This

landscape
has

pre-18th
century

field
boundaries,

ancientw
oodland

and
m

eadow
pasture

and
is

highly
productive,attractive

forw
alkers

and
riders

and
rem

arkably,stilltranquiland
undisturbed

by
developm

ent.There
has

been
extensive

gravelextraction
and

subsequent
w

aste
landfillin

ChignalStJam
es

since
the

1960s
in

the
upperCan

valley.
Thankfully,these

activities
ceased

atthe
end

of2015.The
affected

land
has

been
restored

and
landscaped

and
a

new
bridlew

ay
has

been
created

around
partofthe

site.

O
verthe

last40
years

the
urban

area
ofChelm

sford
has

extended
w

est-
w

ards
into

ChignalParish
to

include
the

N
ew

lands
Spring

estate
and

m
ore

recently,Little
H

ollow
s.This

urban
extension

from
Chelm

sford
into

the
Parish

has
been

lim
ited

so
farto

land
eastofChignalRoad

and
residents

have
argued

strenuously
to

retain
a

clearseparation
betw

een
the

current
urban

boundary
and

the
open

countryside
ofChignalParish.

ChignalParish
in

the
past

Chignalsoilis
fertile,being

clay
w

ith
loam

subsoiland
there

is
evidence

ofhabitation
going

back
to

the
Palae-

olithic
era,25

–
20000

years
ago,and

offarm
ing

in
the

Bronze
and

Iron
ages.M

ostofthe
farm

land
in

the
Parish

is
“very

good
quality”

G
rade

2
agriculturalland.

The
existence

ofRom
an

occupation
has

been
know

n
forovera

century
and

furtherevidence
w

as
found

by
aerialphotography

in
1974

ofa
large

courtyard
Villa

and
outbuildings

located
nearly

a
m

ile
to

the
north-w

estof
the

church
ofStJam

es.D
uring

the
excavations,m

any
artefacts

w
ere

found
w

hile
the

rem
ains

ofthe
Villa

itself
are

safely
underground.The

Chignals
and

neighbouring
M

ashbury
m

usthave
been

quite
secure

places
and

considerable
centres,forin

addition
to

the
Villa,w

ith
one

orm
ore

to
be

discovered,there
m

usthave
been

huts
forthe

farm
w

orkers,barns
and

storehouses.

The
w

ithdraw
alofthe

Rom
an

legions
w

as
a

disaster
forthe

civilised
com

m
unities

ofEssex
as

due
to

our
location,w

e
w

ould
have

been
am

ongstthe
firstto

be
sacked

by
m

arauding
tribes.W

hen
the

N
orm

ans
arrived

they
sim

ply
took

overexisting
estates

running
them

them
selves

orrenting
them

.Atthe
tim

e
ofKing

W
illiam

1
in

1086
the

nationalsurvey,The
D

om
esday

Survey,
listed

evidence
offarm

w
orkers

and
theirploughs

in
Chignal.

O
riginally

The
Chignals

w
ere

m
ade

up
ofStJam

es,
Sm

ealey
and

StM
arys,the

lasthaving
ceased

as
a

separate
entity

in
the

14th
century.The

populations
have

alw
ays

been
sm

all,the
dw

ellings
consisting

ofa
few

m
anors

and
farm

houses
w

ith
num

bers
ofcottages

forthe
farm

w
orkers.M

ostofthe
farm

s
and

houses
have

nam
es

thatare
very

old
and

1
in

10
houses

are
now

listed
w

hich
is

the
highestproportion

in
m

id-Essex.

The
roads

in
The

Chignals
are

those
form

ed
on

originalcountry
lanes.As

ourhistory
show

s,these
lanes

w
ere

needed
principally

fortransportby
the

farm
ing

com
m

unity.They
have

provided
a

unique
layoutw

ith
farm

land
and

houses
on

both
sides.

U
nfortunately,the

lanes
have

been
dam

aged
and

w
idened

excessively
by

heavy
goods

traffic;grass
verges

have
disappeared

and
m

any
villagers

consider
them

to
be

unsafe,particularly
forpedestrians,cyclists

and
horse

riders.

Extracts
have

been
taken

from
“A

H
istory

ofthe
Chignals

and
M

ashbury”
by

residentA.J.W
ilkins

w
ith

his
kind

perm
ission.

“
The

active

com
m

unity
has

a

strong
identity

and

is
proud

ofits
rural

heritage”

The
Tudorbrick

church
ofStN

icholas,
ChignalSm

ealey
C1530

Three
Elm

s
pub,ChignalStJam

es

U
rban

ruralboundary

An
artist’s

im
pression

ofthe
Rom

an
villa

in
ChignalStJam

es

W
heatstraw

w
hich

w
as

ploughed
back

into
the

ground
is

now
harvested

into
giant650Kg

bales
and

used
as

a
bio

fuel
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|LocalContext

Chelm
sford

LocalPlan

In
2015

Chelm
sford

City
Councilbegan

the
process

ofproducing
a

new
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan.Substantialnew

residentialdevelopm
enthas

already
been

perm
itted

in
ChignalParish,on

land
to

the
north

ofCopperfield
Road,

offH
ollow

Lane.This
com

prises
“Little

H
ollow

s”,w
hich

is
underconstruc-

tion
and

an
adjoining

largerhousing
site

w
hich

has
been

granted
outline

planning
perm

ission.Looking
ahead

to
the

period
2021

–
2036

the
City

Councilproduced
‘Chelm

sford
LocalPlan:Issues

and
O

ptions’forpublic
consultation

atthe
end

of2015.Each
ofthe

3
D

evelopm
entO

ptions
includes

a
potentialW

estern
ReliefRoad,linking

Little
W

altham
to

the
A414

atW
rittle

w
ith

connections
to

Broom
field

H
ospital.These

O
ptions

also
envisage

2
new

neighbourhoods,totalling
som

e
4,500

houses,w
ithin

orclosely
adjacentto

the
south-eastofChignalParish.

ChignalParish
Council,in

conjunction
w

ith
som

e
neighbouring

Parishes,
rejected

allthree
developm

entoptions
as

they
allenvisaged

substantial
grow

th
to

the
w

estand
north-w

estofthe
City.Argum

ents
w

ere
m

ade
for

locating
som

e
ofthe

housing
grow

th
to

the
eastofChelm

sford
w

here
there

w
ould

be
less

dam
age

to
sensitive

rurallandscape,less
take

ofvery
good

agriculturalland
and

w
here

there
are

existing
and

planned
accessible

public
transportservices,road

infrastructure
and

em
ploym

entopportunities.

The
City

Councilreceived
a

totalof10,445
separate

com
m

ents
on

the
“Issues

and
O

ptions”
Consultation

D
ocum

entfrom
1,135

differentrespon-
dents.The

m
ajority

ofrespondents
opposed

the
grow

th
options

proposed
to

the
north

and
w

estofChelm
sford

and
rejected

a
potentialW

estern
ReliefRoad.There

w
as

a
clearm

essage
thatsupporting

infrastructure,
including

schools,health
facilities,roads

and
public

transportw
illneed

im
proving

before
new

developm
ent

can
occur.Allofthese

com
m

ents
are

being
considered

by
the

City
Council

in
the

drafting
ofa

“Preferred
O

ption”
and

associated
develop-

m
entm

anagem
entpolicies.

The
public

consultation
on

the
“Preferred

O
ption”

is
planned

to
run

from
February

to
April2017

and
the

evidence
base

collected
during

the
production

ofthe
ChignalParish

Plan
w

illbe
used

to
inform

the
Parish

Council’s
response.

The
ChignalVillages

D
esign

Statem
ent(VD

S)

The
Village

D
esign

Statem
ent(VD

S)
w

as
approved

as
planning

guidance
by

Chelm
sford

Borough
Councilin

Septem
ber2009

and
is

taken
into

accountw
hen

determ
ining

planning
applications.Itcan

also
influence

decisions
by

m
em

bers
ofthe

com
m

unity
w

hen
m

aking
changes

thatdo
notneed

planning
perm

ission.

The
currentChelm

sford
LocalD

evelopm
entFram

e-
w

ork
includes

D
evelopm

entControlPolicies
thatare

applied
to

developm
entproposals

in
villages

and
the

open
countryside

and
there

are
specific

policies
to

protectspecialfeatures.The
Chignals

have
an

excep-
tionally

large
num

beroflisted
buildings

and
structures

(17
in

total),a
Scheduled

M
onum

ent,and
w

oodland,
group

and
individualtree

preservation
orders.

The
m

ain
findings

ofthe
residents’survey

under-
taken

to
provide

evidence
forthe

VD
S

are
rem

arkably
sim

ilarto
those

resulting
from

the
m

ore
recentParish

Plan
questionnaire:the

ruralcharacterw
ith

narrow
w

inding
country

lanes
should

be
preserved

w
ith

no
furtherdevelopm

entfrom
Chelm

sford
to

encroach
on

The
Chignals.Itw

as
also

agreed
thatthere

is
a

strong
com

m
unity

spiritthatcould
be

dam
aged

by
substantial

developm
ent.Any

develop-
m

entshould
be

done
w

ith
sensitivity

and
in

keeping
w

ith
localcharacteristics;the

absence
ofstreetlighting

is
w

elcom
ed;and,the

existing
public

rights
ofw

ay
netw

ork
is

very
im

portantto
the

local
com

m
unity.

The
VD

S
is

stillconsidered
to

be
relevantseven

years
on

and
w

illcontinue
to

be
used

as
guidance

in
consider-

ing
changes

thatcould
affectthe

distinctive
ruraland

historic
characterofThe

Chignals.

N
eighbouring

Parishes

There
are

m
any

historic,socialand
econom

ic
links

betw
een

The
Chignals

and
the

neighbouring
com

m
unity

ofM
ashbury.Theirresidents

enjoy
the

benefits
ofusing

the
Chignals

&
M

ashbury
Village

H
alland

the
com

m
u-

nity
orchard

in
ChignalStJam

es
and

each
household

in
M

ashbury
receives

a
copy

of‘ChignalN
ew

s’every
tw

o

m
onths.Togetherthe

tw
o

areas
form

the
Parish

ofthe
Church

ofStN
icholas

in
ChignalSm

ealey.Several
M

ashbury
residents

are
active

supporters
oflocal

com
m

unity
groups,such

as
the

Village
H

allCom
m

ittee,
Bow

ls
Club,Chignals

&
M

ashbury
G

ardening
Club,W

ine
D

iscovery
G

roup,and
W

om
en’s

Institute
w

hich
allm

eet
in

the
Chignals

&
M

ashbury
Village

H
allin

ChignalSt
Jam

es.They
also

participate
in

events
such

as
the

m
onthly

coffee
m

ornings
held

in
the

Village
H

alland
in

the
ChignalChapel,and

help
to

organise
events

such
as

the
Chignals

&
M

ashbury
Village

H
allFête,held

in
the

H
alland

Playing
Field

in
ChignalStJam

es.

Com
m

unity
links

w
ere

forged
w

ith
Roxw

ell,G
ood

Easterand
H

igh
EasterParishes

during
the

Inter-Village
G

am
es

thatw
ere

organised
to

celebrate
the

Q
ueen’s

D
iam

ond
Jubilee

in
2012

and
the

hosting
ofthe

O
lym

pics
in

G
reatBritain.M

ore
recently,a

close
w

orking
partner-

ship
has

developed
w

ith
Broom

field,W
rittle,G

reat
W

altham
and

Little
W

altham
Parish

Councils
and

the
N

ew
lands

Spring
Residents

Association
w

ith
regard

to
agreeing

a
com

m
on

approach
to

the
em

erging
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan

and
otherdevelopm

entissues.

18th
century

listed
clap

boarded
cottages

on
the

Village
G

reen
ChignalStJam

es

Little
H

ollow
s

developm
ent2016

Traditionalperiod
farm

buildings
in

Chignal

ChignalParish
covers

an
area

ofthree
square

m
iles
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|Challenges

and
O

pportunities

Challenges:

G
row

th
ofChelm

sford;cuts
in

public
services,potentialW

estern
ReliefRoad;

urban
fringe

pressures;m
odern

farm
ing

practices;ageing
population.

O
pportunities:

Additionalm
oney

forthe
Parish

from
Com

m
unity

Infrastructure
Levy;new

residents
w

ith
differentskills

and
interests;restoration

ofthe
Brittons

H
all

Farm
landfillsite;fruition

ofthe
com

m
unity

orchard
project;new

Village
H

all
building;strong

com
m

unity
spirit;high

proportion
ofretired

residents
able

to
getinvolved

in
the

com
m

unity.

6
|Priorities

1.RuralIdentity

W
e

need
to

retain
and

develop
the

distinctruralidentity
ofThe

Chignals.

2.Com
m

unity
Life

W
e

need
to

supportefforts
by

residents
to

m
ake

the
localcom

m
unity

m
ore

inclusive
and

w
elcom

ing
to

new
com

ers
and

visitors.

3.Com
m

unity
Services

W
e

need
to

prom
ote

and
im

prove
access

to
services

in
The

Chignals
and

in
Chelm

sford.

4.Environm
entand

Countryside
M

anagem
ent

W
e

need
to

supportefforts
to

m
anage

the
countryside

to
retain

im
portantlandscape

features,keep
itlitterfree

and
accessible.

5.Com
m

unity
Safety

W
e

need
to

im
prove

com
m

unication
in

the
com

m
unity

aboutcrim
inalactivity

and
provide

inform
ation

about
w

hatto
do

in
em

ergency
situations.

6.Leisure
Tim

e

W
e

need
to

provide
localopportunities

forresidents
to

enjoy
theirleisure

tim
e.

7.H
ousing

and
Econom

ic
D

evelopm
ent

W
e

need
to

supportsm
allscale

organic
housing

and
econom

ic
developm

enttaking
accountofguidance

in
the

ChignalVillages
D

esign
Statem

ent.

8.Roads
and

Traffic

W
e

need
to

retain
the

characterofourrurallanes
and

ensure
thatthey

are
used

appropriately
and

m
aintained

in
a

safe
condition.

“
Am

bitious

plans
have

been

suggested
for

im
proving

life
in

the
Chignals”

Lafarge
-Tarm

ac
Lim

ited
Landfill

Com
m

unities
Fund

grants
have

supported
the

replacem
entChignals

&
M

ashbury
Village

H
alland

the
creation

ofthe
Jubilee

Com
m

unity
O

rchard

Clockw
ise:Lodge’s

Coaches
provide

a
vitallink

to
Chelm

sford
City

centre
form

any
residents

throughoutthe
Chignals.Ruraltraditions

are
keptalive

by
the

‘B
lackm

ore
M

orris’,
seen

here
perform

ing
atthe

Three
Elm

s
pub.The

com
m

unity
take

greatpride
in

m
aintaining

the
Parish

surroundings
and

organise
events

such
as

the
StN

icholas
church

yard
tidy

up.H
om

e
m

ade
cakes

and
produce

are
a

feature
ofthe

popularChignals
and

M
ashbury

Village
H

allFête.

“
M

any
people

in

the
com

m
unity

share

the
sam

e
values

of

consideration,

co-operation
and

com
m

unication”



Com
m

unity
O

rchard
The

CricketField
LocalB

us
Service

The
Village

G
reen

The
Playing

Field
Churches

Parish
CouncilM

eetings
LocalPubs

Village
H

allFête
Com

m
unity

activities
H

istoric
B

uildings
Village

H
all

Com
m

unity
spirit

Localfootpaths
&

bridlew
ays

Ruralbutnotrem
ote

location
View

s
and

landscape

08
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Priority
1:RuralIdentity

Evidence
Base/Issues

Parish
Q

uestionnaire
D

ecem
ber2015:nearly

100%
of

respondents
valued

the
open

farm
land

betw
een

urban
Chelm

sford
and

the
Chignalvillages

and
the

ruralview
s

etc.w
ere

also
highly

treasured.(O
fthe

21
options

avail-
able

in
Q

8
–

‘im
portance

to
you’–

the
m

ostvalued
3

w
ere:view

s
&

landscapes,ruralbutnotrem
ote

location
and

localfootpaths.)

The
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan

“Issues
&

O
ptions”

docu-
m

entN
ovem

ber2015:proposed
that“a

series
ofG

reen
Buffers

w
illbe

designated
on

land
atthe

edge
ofsom

e
villages

w
here

itis
particularly

vulnerable
to

develop-
m

entpressures,and
w

hich
ifdeveloped

w
ould

lead
to

a
loss

ofidentity
forthose

villages
through

coalescence
w

ith
othersettlem

ents
orthe

loss
ofim

portantareas
of

naturalenvironm
entthatcontribute

to
the

setting
and

characterofthose
villages”.In

addition,the
City

Council
intends

to
review

the
detailed

boundaries
ofthe

“G
reen

W
edges”:“w

here
appropriate

these
w

illbe
extended

to
provide

furtherprotection
to

the
rivervalleys

thatform
such

an
im

portantpartofChelm
sford’s

landscape
and

naturalenvironm
ent”.Currently,the

RiverCan
G

reen
W

edge
does

notextend
upstream

ofW
rittle

along
the

southern
borderofChignalParish.

The
Landscape

CharacterAssessm
ent,

Septem
ber2006:

The
Chignals

are
included

in
the

‘Pleshey
Farm

land
Plateau’landscape

characterarea
in

the
Landscape

CharacterAssessm
entproduced

forChelm
sford

City
Counciland

neighbouring
D

istricts.“There
is

an
overall

sense
oftranquillity

throughoutthese
characterareas

w
ith

severalquiet,rurallanes
w

inding
through

the
landscape.Ensure

any
new

developm
entis

sm
all-scale,

responding
to

historic
settlem

entpattern,landscape
setting

and
locally

distinctive
building

styles”.The
City

Councilintends
to

undertake
an

additionallandscape
study

atthe
m

ore
localscale

to
inform

the
nextstage

ofthe
new

LocalPlan
(Preferred

O
ptions).

7
|O

bjectives
and

Key
Tasks

O
bjective

1
To

prom
ote

the
creation

ofa
“G

reen
Buffer”

to
separate

The
Chignals

from
the

urban
boundary

ofChelm
sford.

O
bjective

2
To

prom
ote

the
extension

ofthe
RiverCan

“G
reen

W
edge”

to
include

the
upperCan

valley
as

this
is

an
im

portantcorridorforw
ildlife

and
w

alkers
and

should
be

protected.

O
bjective

3
To

ensure
thatthe

landscape
characterofThe

Chignals
is

conserved
and

the
visualim

pactofany
new

farm
buildings

is
m

inim
ised.

O
bjective

4
To

ensure
thatany

new
developm

entis
sm

all-scale,
responds

to
the

historic
settlem

entpattern,landscape
setting

and
locally

distinctive
building

styles.

Key
Tasks

Challenge
any

developm
entthatcould

dim
inish

the
ruralaspectand

identity
ofThe

Chignals
and

m
ake

the
case

forretaining
a

“G
reen

Buffer”
betw

een
ChignalRoad

and
M

ashbury
Road.

N
ew

residentialdevelopm
entshould

be
sm

all
scale

and
in

sym
pathy

w
ith

the
localhistoric

built
environm

entand
landscape

as
setoutin

the
Chignal

Villages
D

esign
Statem

ent.

The
changing

seasons
in

The
Chignals

The
Chignalcountryside

looking
tow

ards
Chelm

sford

H
ow

im
portantare

the
follow

ing

Key:1
=

N
otIm

portant,5
=

Very
Im

portant

0
1

2
3

4
5

A
field

being
prepared

fora
crop

ofpotatoes.Farm
land

in
the

Chignals
is

m
ostly

arable,the
m

ain
crops

grow
n

are
w

heat,
0ilseed

rape
and

potatoes.
0

1
2

3
4

5

3.53.6
3.6
3.63.8

3.83.94.1
4.1
4.14.24.34.44.54.74.8
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Priority
2:Com

m
unity

Life

Evidence
Base/Issues

The
localcom

m
unity

is
very

stable:the
average

length
oftim

e
residentin

the
tw

o
villages

is
22

years,
com

pared
w

ith
the

nationalaverage
of11

years.37%
ofrespondents

are
aged

over65
years.79%

ofrespon-
dents

feltpartofthe
com

m
unity.O

nly
2%

w
ere

not
interested

in
playing

a
partin

locallife;27%
only

know
theirim

m
ediate

neighbours
and

10%
feelm

ore
partof

Chelm
sford.Com

m
unity

spiritand
com

m
unity

activities
w

ere
rated

as
very

im
portantand

there
w

ere
sugges-

tions
forhelping

one
anotherw

ith
D

IY
and

gardening
and

producing
a

“W
elcom

e
Pack”

fornew
residents.

There
w

ere
com

m
ents

aboutneeding
up

to
date

inform
ation

on
events,Parish

Councilm
eetings,clubs,

planning
issues,road

w
orks,crim

e.This
could

be
achieved

through
com

m
unity

em
ailalerts

and
prom

ot-
ing

greateruse
ofan

im
proved

Parish
w

ebsite.

Fora
sm

allParish,a
surprising

num
berofclubs

and
groups

are
active:13

in
all.O

nly
around

30%
ofsurvey

respondents
use

the
w

ebsite
and

there
w

ere
requests

thatitshould
provide

m
ore

up
to

date
inform

ation
on

events
and

Parish
m

atters
and

be
interactive.Som

e
new

residents
find

itdifficultto
know

how
to

find
outw

hatis
going

on
locally.

The
localclubs

and
groups

are
w

ellsupported
by

localresidents
w

ith
m

any
attracting

m
em

bers
from

outside
the

Parish
as

w
ell:over30

residents
attend

the
m

onthly
coffee

m
ornings

and
betw

een
20

and
40

people
belong

to
each

ofthe
croquet,gardening,orchard

friends
and

w
ine

discovery
groups.Suggestions

fornew
groups

included
w

riting,creative
activities,m

usic,
perhaps

a
folk

club
and

regularcom
m

unity
social

evenings
thatare

notspecific
to

only
one

group.

The
young

persons’questionnaire
responses

suggest
thata

num
berofyoung

people,ortheirparents,feel
thata

m
eeting

place/tim
e/activity

aim
ed

specifically
at

youngerm
em

bers
ofthe

com
m

unity
m

ightbe
appreci-

ated.Responses
w

ere
received

from
,oron

behalfof,26
11-17

yearolds
and

10
under11

yearolds.

O
bjective

5
To

im
prove

inform
ation

circulation
and

contactbetw
een

residents
in

The
Chignals

by
prom

oting
and

im
proving

the
Parish

w
ebsite

and
considering

otherelectronic
m

eans
ofcom

m
unication.

O
bjective

6
To

im
prove

the
contentofthe

Parish
new

sletter“Chignal
N

ew
s”

w
ith

tim
ely

inform
ation

on
events

and
articles

by
localresidents.

O
bjective

7
To

prom
ote

and
increase

the
m

em
bership

ofexisting
localgroups

and
clubs

and
supportthe

developm
ent

ofnew
ones,particularly

those
geared

to
the

needs
ofyoungerresidents.

O
bjective

8
To

provide
inform

ation
and

introductions
to

new
residents

aboutlocalcom
m

unity
life

and
events.

Key
Tasks

Publish
a

com
prehensive

and
up

to
date

profile
of

The
Chignals

on
the

Parish
w

ebsite
and

produce
a

“W
elcom

e
Pack”

fornew
residents

w
ith

details
of

facilities,services
and

events.

Provide
a

m
eans

forresidents,including
social

m
edia,to

be
able

to
registerforem

ailalerts
and

updates
on

localissues,such
as

neighbourhood
w

atch,planning
applications,road

closures
etc.

Residents
ofThe

Chignals
supporta

w
ide

range
ofcom

m
unity

organised
events

and
activities

A
localfarm

erprovides
transportacross

the
fields

during
road

closures
forthe

Tourde
France

July
2014

Length
oftim

e
living

in
the

Chignals

Chignalaverage
22

years;nationalaverage
11

years
21

-40
40

+
11

-20
6

-10
1

-5
U

nder1

35

11
20

33

58

38

605040302010

No. of peopleN
o.ofyears

Age
G

roups
ofadultrespondents

56%
37%

7%
18-30

years

6 5
and

over

31-64
years

Club
and

Society
m

em
bership

M
onthly

Coffee
M

ornings
CricketClub

CroquetClub
ArtG

roup
(W

I)
Knit&

N
atterG

roup
(W

I)
Chess

Players
Friends

ofthe
Chignals

&
M

ashbury
O

rchard
Friends

W
ine

D
iscovery

G
roup

CarpetB
ow

ls
Club

G
ardening

Club
W

om
en's

Institute
(W

I)

0
5

10
15

20
25

30
35



12
ChignalParish

Plan
|2016

Priority
3:Com

m
unity

Services

Evidence
Base/Issues

The
questionnaire

survey
found

thatover100
people

use
the

localbuses
butthere

are
com

plaints
thatitonly

runs
tw

ice
a

w
eek

through
ChignalStJam

es.The
bus

is
seen

as
usefulforvisiting

Chelm
sford

forshopping
and

othertow
n

centre
services

butnotforgetting
to

school
orw

ork.N
early

60
people

w
ould

use
a

bus
to

a
local

superm
arket.There

is
also

em
piricalevidence

thata
num

berofresidents
have

regularsuperm
arketinternet

deliveries
and

this
trend

m
ay

continue
to

grow
.D

aily
m

ilk
deliveries

appeared
to

be
im

portantto
those

w
ho

already
used

the
service.Follow

ing
distribution

ofthe
questionnaire

survey,som
e

residents
have

requested
inform

ation
on

localdaily
new

spaperdeliveries.

The
num

berofresidents
w

ho
w

ork
orrun

theirow
n

businesses
from

hom
e

is
fairly

significantat29
people

w
hilstonly

8
w

ork
elsew

here
in

the
Chignals.40

w
ork

in
Chelm

sford
and

51
outside

Chelm
sford.67

people
neithertravelforw

ork
noreducation.

26
people

already
cycle

orw
alk

to
Chelm

sford
but

over70
m

ore
people

w
ould

cycle
orw

alk
locally

ifthere
w

ere
saferroutes,dedicated

cycle
paths

orbetterfoot-
paths.Those

under18
years

w
ho

responded
to

the
young

persons’questionnaire
aw

arded
higherratings

to
the

im
portance

ofcycling
and

footpaths.They
had

additionalinterestin
safe

cycle
storage

in
Chelm

sford.

90%
ofrespondents

w
ith

Broadband
access

and
100%

ofthe
under18

yearolds
attached

a
very

high
degree

ofim
portance

to
the

service.Broadband
gained

a
100%

im
portance

response
from

those
w

ho
com

pleted
the

young
persons’questionnaire.Around

15
house-

holds
do

nothave
access

to
Broadband.N

early
allusers

ofBroadband
w

ere
unhappy

w
ith

the
speed

ofdelivery.

U
pdates

from
the

Essex
SuperfastBroadband

on
the

roll-outofa
fibre

service
to

allparts
ofthe

Parish
are

contradictory.

O
bjective

9
To

ensure
thatlocalbus

services
are

retained
and

im
proved

by
prom

oting
existing

bus
services

and
by

engaging
w

ith
the

County
Councilto

influence
future

bus
provision.

O
bjective

10
To

im
prove

access
to

Chelm
sford

forw
alkers

and
cyclists

by
identifying

connections
to

localpaths
and

routes
and

com
m

unicating
these

suggestions
to

the
Essex

County
Councilas

H
ighw

ays
Authority.

O
bjective

11
To

im
prove

access
forthose

in
The

Chignals
w

ho
are

unable
to

use
a

private
carorpublic

transportby
prom

oting
the

Com
m

unity
TransportService

and
local

com
m

unity
supportnetw

orks.

O
bjective

12
To

ensure
thatThe

Chignals
benefitfrom

the
rolloutof

new
Broadband

technologies
by

engaging
w

ith
the

County
Counciland

Broadband
suppliers

and
com

m
uni-

cating
these

options
to

localresidents.

Key
Tasks

Appointa
Broadband

Cham
pion

to
liaise

w
ith

Essex
County

Counciland
SuperfastBroadband

to
ensure

thatallareas
ofThe

Chignals
have

access
to

fastand
reliable

Broadband
services

and
to

com
m

unicate
updates

to
residents.

C hignalParish
Plan

|201613

Residents
value

the
localbus

service,daily
postm

an,library
van

and
m

ilkm
an

“
Residents

considerthata

reliable
B

roadband
service

is
extrem

ely
im

portant.

The
m

ajority
are

dissatisfied

w
ith

the
currentprovision”

G
etting

Around

Alw
ays

M
ostly

O
ccasionally

Total

Car/Van/Truck
127

59
3

189
M

otorcycle
0

1
0

1
B

us
7

3
30

40
Taxi/SchoolB

us
4

3
35

42
Cycle

4
10

45
59

W
alk

14
16

79
109

H
orse

2
3

3
8

Are
you

satisfied
w

ith
yourBroadband

service?
Service

D
elivery

M
ethod

Yes
N

o
%

N
ot

Satisfied

Telephone
21

87
81%

Radio
23

19
44%

M
obile

10
16

62%

Satellite
5

13
72%

Travelto
W

ork
orEducation

W
ould

you
w

alk
orcycle

to
Chelm

sford
ifany

ofthe
follow

ing
w

ere
provided

Broadband
–

D
elivery

M
ethod

■
Telephone

■
Radio

■
M

obile

■
Satellite

■
N

one

N
ote:Som

e
respondents

had
m

ore
than

one
Broadband

delivery
m

ethod

107

42
27

18
20

120

100806040200

■
Saferroutes

■
M

ore
dedicated

cycle
paths

■
B

etterfootpaths

■
B

etterbike
storage

■
Already

w
alk/cycle

80706050403020100

7 3

Yes
N

o

6 6
64

48

26

52
49

49
51

48

■
W

ork
from

hom
e

■
W

ork
in

the
Chignals

■
W

ork
in

Chelm
sford

■
W

ork
outside

Chelm
sford

■
D

on’ttravelto
w

ork
oreducation

N
um

ber

706050403020100

29
40

8

51

67
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Priority
4:Environm

entand
Countryside

M
anagem

ent
Evidence

Base/Issues

The
Parish

questionnaire
responses

raised
a

num
berof

issues
aboutm

anagem
entofthe

localenvironm
ent.

There
needs

to
be

m
ore

clarity
aboutw

ho
is

responsible
forcutting

greens
and

m
aintaining

hedges,ditches
and

verges.Footpaths
are

reported
to

be
overgrow

n
w

ith
nettles

and
bram

bles
and

there
are

ruts
in

bridlew
ays

caused
by

farm
vehicles.There

is
concern

aboutthe
cutting

dow
n

ofm
ature

trees
in

hedgerow
s

and
consid-

erable
dam

age
to

verges
by

lorries
and

parked
cars.

Fly-tipping
and

litterare
also

m
entioned

as
significant

problem
s.

O
bjective

13
To

im
prove

com
m

unication
w

ith
locallandow

ners
and

public
service

providers
to

ensure
thatland

is
m

anaged
in

a
w

ay
thatrespects

its
tranquilrurallandscape

characterand
w

ildlife
value.

O
bjective

14
To

reduce
the

im
pactoflitterand

fly-tipping
in

The
Chignals

by
w

orking
w

ith
the

City
Councilto

prom
ote

initiatives
to

preventillegallittering
and

rubbish
dum

ping
and

by
organising

regularlitterpicks.

O
bjective

15
To

encourage
greateruse

ofthe
existing

netw
ork

of
public

rights
ofw

ay
in

The
Chignals

by
w

orking
w

ith
public

authorities
and

localvolunteers
to

im
prove

surfaces
and

signage
and

prom
oting

organised
w

alks.

O
bjective

16
To

clarify
responsibilities

form
anaging

open
spaces,

rights
ofw

ay,verges,ditches
and

hedgerow
s

in
the

Parish
and

review
m

aintenance
requirem

ents
on

a
regularbasis.

Key
Tasks

The
state

ofthe
roads,verges,ditches

and
culverts

needs
to

be
m

onitored
on

a
regularbasis

and
the

responsible
landow

ners
and

authorities
contacted

to
resolve

any
problem

s
thatw

ould
im

pacton
local

residents
and

otherroad
users.

Priority
5:Com

m
unity

Safety.

Evidence
Base/Issues

The
questionnaire

survey
show

ed
thatthere

w
as

a
high

overallrating
forThe

Chignals
being

a
safe

place
to

live
butthis

does
notsiteasily

w
ith

the
large

num
berof

offences
thatappearto

have
been

noted.Fly-tipping,
litter,road

incidents
and

thefts
are

the
m

ostoften
reported

crim
es.150

respondents
w

ould
supportthe

reintroduction
ofa

N
eighbourhood

W
atch

schem
e

and
encouragingly

22
people

expressed
an

interest
in

becom
ing

a
co-ordinator.O

nly
a

sm
allnum

berof
residents

currently
subscribe

to
the

Essex
Police

Com
m

unity
M

essaging
Service

so
there

m
ay

be
scope

to
prom

ote
this

em
ailalertservice.151

people
w

ould
supportthe

production
ofa

localem
ergency

plan.

As
nearly

70
people

w
ere

unaw
are

ofthe
Friends

of
the

Chignals
&

M
ashbury

service
w

hich
provides

a
valuable

supportservice
to

residents
w

ho
m

ay
w

ish
to

have
a

liftto
a

doctororhospitalappointm
entorneed

tem
porary

help
w

ith
housew

ork,shopping
and

garden-
ing,there

is
scope

to
furtherprom

ote
this

service.

O
bjective

17
To

ensure
thatresidents

are
w

ellinform
ed

abouttheir
ow

n
security

by
prom

oting
bettercom

m
unication

of
crim

e
prevention

and
reporting

m
ethods

and
em

ergency
planning

procedures.

O
bjective

18
To

reduce
socialisolation

by
prom

oting
com

m
unity

supportinitiatives
such

as
the

Friends
ofThe

Chignals
&

M
ashbury

and
the

m
onthly

Coffee
M

ornings.

Key
Tasks

Facilitate
public

debate
on

w
hetherto

resurrectThe
Chignals

N
eighbourhood

W
atch

and
encourage

volunteers
to

m
anage

the
service

forlocalresidents.

Fly-tipping
is

a
constantproblem

throughoutthe
Parish

verges

The
Parish

litterpick
volunteers

prepare
to

clean
up

the
verges

Ensuring
public

spaces
such

as
the

area
around

the
K6

telephone
box

on
the

Village
G

reen
are

m
aintained

M
ashbury

Road
underw

aterand
im

passable
forcars

afterheavy
overnightrain

in
June

2016

Clockw
ise:The

Chelm
sford

City
M

obile
Custom

erInform
ation

Service
attends

the
m

onthly
coffee

m
ornings.The

Friends
ofChignal&

M
ashbury

m
eetinform

ally
to

listen
to

residents
concerns

and
give

supportw
ithin

the
com

m
unity.The

m
onthly

coffee
m

ornings
provide

a
friendly

and
inform

alm
eeting

point.The
loss

ofa
regularCom

m
unity

Police
presence

is
ofconcern

to
residents.
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Priority
6:Leisure

tim
e.

Evidence
Base/Issues

A
range

ofnew
facilities

received
supportin

the
ques-

tionnaire
survey,such

as
children’s

play
equipm

ent,
croquetpitches,tennis

courts,cricketnets
and

toddlers
group

butthere
w

as
nothing

approaching
unanim

ity.
The

single
m

ostpopular‘new
’facility

suggested,after
children’s

play
equipm

ent,w
as

fora
tennis

court.
‘Keep

fit’also
gota

num
berofm

entions.Those
w

ho
responded

to
the

young
persons’questionnaire

favoured
a

range
offacilities

w
ith

the
m

ostpopular
being

a
tennis

courtand
a

sw
im

m
ing

pool.

O
ne

area
requiring

no
obvious

spend
w

as
the

suggestion
ofstarting

a
‘w

alking’group.Such
a

group
is

likely
to

include
severalofthose

w
ho

volunteered
to

help
im

prove
the

localfootpaths
and

its
creation

w
ould

alm
ostcertainly

prom
ote

realinterestin
the

condition
oflocalroutes.

Severaladults
and

children
suggested

show
ing

film
s

and
live

sporting
events

in
the

Village
H

all.Itw
ould

seem
m

ostappropriate
to

deferany
review

and/or
spend

on
equipm

entuntilthe
outcom

e
ofa

young
persons’m

eeting
to

explore
the

possibility
ofa

differentage
range

using
the

Village
H

all.

O
bjective

19
To

provide
and

m
anage

localopportunities
forall

residents
ofallage

groups
to

enjoy
theirleisure

tim
e

in
the

Chignals
thathave

dem
onstrable

supportand
are

sustainable.

Key
Tasks

M
axim

ise
opportunities

offered
by

the
new

Village
H

allto
provide

leisure
opportunities

such
as

show
ing

film
s

and
activities

foryoung
people.

C hignalParish
Plan

|201617

Residents
take

partin
a

w
ide

range
of

activities
and

volunteering
including

m
aintaining

the
Com

m
unity

O
rchard,

entering
localproduce

com
petitions,

garden
visits,croquet,equestrian

activities,tending
theirgardens,carpet

bow
ls,book

club
and

gam
esm

akers
at

the
London

O
lym

pics

“
Localpeople

value
and

enjoy

getting
together

to
organise,enjoy

and
support

com
m

unity
life”

W
hatim

portance
d0

you
place

on
the

follow
ing

w
hich

are
currently

notavailable?

Archery
Club

Toddlers
G

roup

O
rganised

W
alks

CroquetPitches

CricketN
ets

Tennis
Courts

Children’s
Play

Equipm
ent

Key:1
=

N
otIm

portant,5
=

Very
Im

portant

W
hatw

ould
encourage

you
to

w
alk

m
ore

in
yourlocalarea?

2.2

2.5

2.8

2.52.6

2.6

3

■
B

ettersigning
ofpaths

■
Localm

aps
of

footpaths

■
B

etterpath
condition

■
G

uided
w

alks

■
W

alking
w

ith
a

group

100806040200
N

um
ber

67
75

86

27
41
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Priority
7:H

ousing
and

Econom
ic

D
evelopm

ent.
Evidence

Base/Issues

N
otsurprisingly

there
w

as
negligible

supportform
ajor

housing
developm

entw
ithin

the
Parish

and
concerns

at
the

prospectofsignificanthousing
allocations

to
the

w
estofChelm

sford
and

the
lack

ofinfrastructure
to

deal
w

ith
it.H

ow
eversom

e
residents

recognised
thatm

odest
developm

enti.e.conversion
ofbarns

and
individualinfill

w
as

probably
inevitable

butneeded
to

be
proportionate

and
preferably

in
keeping

w
ith

the
currentcom

m
unity.

Affordable
housing

com
pletely

divided
the

respondents.

A
clearm

andate
w

as
provided

by
the

residents
to

seek
conditions

to
be

attached
to

any
new

business
in

the
Parish

to
coveraccess

by
H

GVs,adverse
noise

etc.,
parking

and
w

eekend
w

orking.

There
w

as
som

e
supportfora

Farm
Shop/Craft

w
orkshop/Com

m
unity

Shop
buteven

sm
alland/or

purpose
builtbusiness/industrialdevelopm

ents
found

no
favour.

O
bjective

20
To

supportopportunities
forlocalresidents

to
im

prove
theirhom

es
orto

m
ove

to
otherproperties

in
the

Parish
as

a
resultofdow

n-sizing,setting
up

new
households

orrequiring
additionalcare

in
line

w
ith

the
Chignal

Villages
D

esign
Statem

ent.

O
bjective

21
To

im
prove

com
m

unications
to

residents
aboutforth-

com
ing

developm
entproposals

thatcould
im

pacton
The

Chignals
and

w
ith

the
City

and
County

Councils
to

ensure
thatthey

are
m

ade
aw

are
ofany

localconcerns.

O
bjective

22
To

continue
to

prom
ote

the
im

portance
ofthe

Chignal
Villages

D
esign

Statem
entin

the
consideration

of
planning

applications
and

in
the

preparation
ofLocal

Plans
and

TransportStrategies.

Key
Tasks

Supportlocalresidents
to

im
prove

theirhom
es

and
stay

in
the

Parish.

C hignalParish
Plan

|201619

H
arvesting

in
the

Chignals
using

a
m

odern
com

bine
harvester

The
urban

edge
ofChelm

sford
City

is
extending

into
the

eastofthe
Parish

“
A

clearm
andate

w
as

provided

by
the

residents
to

seek

conditions
to

be
attached

to
any

new
business

in
the

Parish”

Lim
itations

on
H

G
Vs

using
roads

in
the

Parish
4.8

N
o

adverse
im

pactfrom
noise,sm

ell,airorlightpollution
4.8

Restrictions
on

evening
orw

eekend
w

orking
4.5

Parking
associated

w
ith

the
business

to
be

on-site
4.9

Com
m

unity
Shop

4.4
Farm

Shop
4.4

Sm
allCraftW

orkshop
3.9

W
edding

/
Function

Venue
2.7

Encourage
B

usinesses
up

to
6

Staff
3.3

Encourage
B

usinesses
7

–
20

Staff
2.1

Encourage
B

usinesses
over20

Staff
1.6

N
ew

purpose
builtIndustrialorCom

m
ercialB

uildings
1.4

Industrialisation
and

com
m

ercialism
ofthe

countryside
1.2

Conversion
ofbarns/otherbuildings

to
houses

4.4
Individuallim

ited
infillofsingle

properties
3.9

Affordable
housing

infillofup
to

5
properties

3.0
Fullcosthousing

infillofup
to

5
properties

2.7`
M

ixed
developm

entofup
to

100
properties

1.5
M

ixed
developm

entofover100
properties

1.3
M

ixed
developm

entofover1000
properties

1.1
W

arden
assisted

housing
up

to
10

units
2.7

W
arden

assisted
housing

over10
units

1.7
Im

portantto
keep

the
open

farm
land

betw
een

the
builtup

area
ofChelm

sford
and

The
Chignals

4.8

H
ousing

D
evelopm

ent

Key:1
=

O
bject,5

=
Support

Econom
y,Em

ploym
ent&

IndustrialD
evelopm

ent

Key:1
=

O
bject,5

=
Support

Key:1
=

D
isagree,5

=
Agree

W
hatconditions

should
be

m
etw

hen
considering

the
conversions

ofagricultural
buildings

to
business

use?

Clockw
ise:A

historic
barn

w
ith

perm
ission

forconversion
to

residentialuse

N
ew

houses
nearing

com
pletion

w
ithin

the
Parish

The
Pig

and
W

histle,one
ofthe

tw
o

pubs
in

the
Parish

Redundantfarm
buildings

now
being

used
forcom

m
ercialstorage

The
old

schoolconverted
into

tw
o

houses

A
w

ellattended
Parish

Councilplanning
m

eeting
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Priority
8:Roads

and
Traffic

Evidence
Base/Issues

Verge
dam

age
and

the
quality

ofthe
localroads

w
ere

the
m

ostreported
concerns

in
the

questionnaire
survey

w
ith

atleast12
additionalcom

m
ents

detailing
particular

problem
s.Speeding

w
as

also
a

concern
w

ith
com

m
ents

m
ade

aboutim
posing

30
m

ph
speed

restrictions.

D
am

age
to

the
road

surface
and

verges
caused

by
delivery

lorries
and

parked
cars

associated
w

ith
G

arden-
ing

Express
are

m
entioned

by
m

any
residents

w
ith

severaldetailed
com

m
ents

on
particularincidents

involving
lorries

obstructing
the

road,turning
in

the
narrow

lane
by

The
G

reen
and

atChignalH
allLane

and
H

GVs
colliding

w
ith

cars
orrunning

them
offthe

road.
Flooding

and
m

ud
on

the
road

in
the

vicinity
ofPieces

Cottage
and

the
creation

oflarge
flooded

potholes
at

the
sides

ofthe
carriagew

ay
are

reported
as

safety
hazards

to
vehicle

drivers,cyclists
and

w
alkers.

The
proposalin

the
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan

Issues
&

O
ptions

docum
entto

build
a

w
estern

reliefroad
w

as
opposed

by
severalrespondents.

Litteron
road

verges
w

as
considered

to
be

a
problem

and
the

annualParish
litterpick

is
finding

increasing
am

ounts
ofdiscarded

food
and

drink
packaging

and
building

m
aterials

dum
ped

throughoutthe
Parish.

G
roups

ofcyclists
w

ere
also

reported
to

be
a

prob-
lem

,especially
as

ourlocallanes
are

used
by

several
charity

rides
each

year.There
appearto

be
several

issues:consideration
ofotherroad

users,priornotifica-
tion

ofcycling
events

and
litter,such

as
plastic

drink
bottles

and
food

w
rappers

deposited
on

verges.

O
bjective

23
To

ensure
thatthe

lanes
in

The
Chignals

retain
theirrural

characterand
are

in
a

safe
condition

by
regularreport-

ing
ofroad

and
verge

dam
age,overgrow

n
hedges

and

defective
drainage

(drains,ditches,culverts
etc)to

the
responsible

authorities.

O
bjective

24
To

ensure
thatlocalroad

users
(vehicle

drivers,w
alkers,

cyclists
and

horse
riders)can

alltravelsafely
on

local
lanes

by
w

orking
w

ith
the

County
H

ighw
ays

Authority,
localbusinesses

and
stakeholders

to
m

onitortraffic
speeds,dam

age
by

heavy
goods

vehicles
and

effective
m

anagem
entofcycling

events.

O
bjective

25
To

m
anage

the
im

pactofconverting
farm

buildings
for

alternative
em

ploym
entpurposes

by
engaging

w
ith

the
City

Councilto
reduce

the
potentialdetrim

entaleffects
ofsuch

developm
enton

localresidents,road
safety

and
the

environm
ent.

Key
Tasks

Provide
clearguidance

to
residents

on
w

ho
to

contactforreporting
concerns

abouthighw
ays

and
public

rights
ofw

ay
issues.

Illustrations
show

ing
the

lack
ofroad,

verge
and

hedge
m

aintenance
and

problem
s

caused
by

the
increasing

am
ount

oftraffic,especially
large

H
G

Vs
throughout

the
Parish.Som

e
progress

has
been

achieved
by

installing
passing

places
in

ChignalSm
ealey

“
D

am
age

to
the

road
surface

and
verges

caused
by

delivery
lorries

and
parked

cars

associated
w

ith
G

ardening
Express

are

m
entioned

by
m

any
residents”

Road
m

ap
ofthe

Chignals

Lack
ofm

aintenance,W
hite

lines,Potholes
4.3

Lack
ofVerge

m
aintenance

–
Cutting

3.6
D

am
age

to
Verges

–
Lorries,Parked

Cars
4.3

Junction
ofM

ashbury
&

ChignalRoad
2.5`

Inadequate
Passing

Places
3.7

Junction
ofB

reeds
&

ChignalRoad
2.7

Junction
ofChignal&

Copperfield
Road

2.3
H

eavy
Vehicles

4.5
G

roups
ofCyclists

3.7
Litter

3.7
Speed

4.2

Traffic
&

Roads

Key:1
=

N
o

problem
,5

=
M

ajorproblem

Restored
B

rittons
H

allFarm
Landfillsite
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The
delivery

ofthe
Vision

and
O

bjectives,setoutin
section

7,w
illbe

achieved
through

the
im

plem
entation

ofa
series

oftasks
thathave

been
broughttogetherin

a
separate

Action
Plan.This

Action
Plan

w
illbe

review
ed

regularly
by

the
Parish

Counciland
the

com
m

unity
to

m
onitorprogress

on
its

im
plem

entation
and

ifrequired,
revised

on
an

annualbasis
to

ensure
thatitstays

on
track

to
deliverthe

Parish
Plan’s

objectives.

Successfuldelivery
ofthe

Vision
w

illbe
achieved

through
sustained

com
m

itm
entto

collective
action

by
a

range
oforganisations

and
individuals:the

detailed
Action

Plan
indicates

those
organisations

and
com

m
u-

nity
m

em
bers

w
ho

w
ould

be
required

to
contribute

their
tim

e,expertise
and/orfinancialresources

to
m

ake
it

happen.

The
Parish

Councilw
illassum

e
overallresponsibility

form
anaging

the
delivery

ofthe
Action

Plan
butitis

proposed
to

setup
a

“Com
m

unity
Com

m
ittee”

w
hich

w
illoperate

independently
ofthe

Parish
Councilto

inspire
and

galvanise
localvolunteers

to
w

ork
together

on
projects

such
as

producing
a

“Residents’W
elcom

e
Pack”,establishing

a
N

eighbourhood
W

atch
service

and
im

proving,and
encouraging

greateruse
of,the

Parish
footpaths

and
bridlew

ays.Itis
im

portantthatthis
com

m
unity

initiative
and

energy
should

be
nurtured

and
given

a
free

rein
to

generate
ideas

and
turn

them
into

action
on

the
ground.

Certain
risks

have
been

identified
thatm

ightaffect
the

delivery
ofthe

proposed
action

plan
and

m
itigating

m
easures

w
illbe

considered
to

reduce
the

im
pactofany

adverse
conditions.Forexam

ple:

1.A
lack

ofengagem
entby

responsible
public

authorities
and

by
m

em
bers

ofthe
localcom

m
unity

could
preventthe

am
bitions

ofthe
Action

Plan
being

delivered.

2.A
lack

ofresources
available

to
fund

the
delivery

ofthe
key

tasks
due

to
reductions

in
G

overnm
ent

funding
forpublic

services.

3.A
decision

by
Chelm

sford
City

Councilto
allocate

land
in

ornearthe
Parish

forsubstantialhousing
developm

entora
w

estern
reliefroad.

In
delivering

the
Action

Plan,the
Parish

Councilw
ill

ensure
thatservices

orfacilities
w

illbe
accessible

for
everyone

in
The

Chignals.In
addition,efforts

w
illbe

m
ade

to
ensure

thatthe
Action

Plan
is

sustainable
and

thatitcontributes
to,and

does
notcom

prom
ise,the

biodiversity
ofthe

Parish
and

thatw
here

possible
the

carbon
footprintw

illhave
been

reduced.

8
|D

elivering
the

Vision

H
aving

com
pleted

the
Parish

Plan,the
Com

m
ittee

tasked
w

ith
consulting

the
w

idercom
m

unity
to

produce
itw

illbe
w

ound
up.Individualm

em
bers

ofthe
Parish

Plan
Com

m
ittee

have
indicated

thatthey
w

illjoin
local

groups
to

take
actions

forw
ard

and
severalofthe

actions
w

illbe
im

plem
ented

by
the

Parish
Council.

The
Parish

Councilhas
responsibility

form
onitoring

progress
and

success,and
review

ing
the

Parish
Plan

on
atleastan

annualbasis.The
separate

Action
Plan

sets
outresources,tim

escale,delivery
partners,perform

ance
m

easures
and

expected
outcom

es
and

reports
w

illbe
m

ade
on

progress
tow

ards
achieving

these
actions

ateach
bi-m

onthly
Parish

Councilm
eeting.Itw

illbe
im

portantto
review

the
actions

and
m

odify
orintroduce

new
ones

in
orderto

achieve
the

objectives
setoutin

Section
7

ofthe
Parish

Plan.

The
focus

m
ustalw

ays
be

on
achieving

the
outcom

es
thatw

illm
ake

a
difference

to
localpeople’s

quality
of

life
and

on
providing

regularfeedback
to

the
com

m
unity,

through
‘ChignalN

ew
s’and

the
Parish

w
ebsite,on

com
pleted

actions
and

objectives
achieved

and
those

actions
w

hich
have

notw
orked

effectively
and

m
ay

need
future

re-thinking.

9
|M

onitoring
and

Review

M
em

bers
ofthe

G
ardening

Club
identifying

and
recording

the
w

ildlife

Exhibition
ofthe

results
from

the
Parish

Plan
questionnaires

atN
orth

M
elbourne

Library,April2016
The

Parish
Councilorganises

w
alks

w
ith

localresidents
to

check
the

condition
ofthe

public
rights

ofw
ay
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Appendices

Appendix
1:M

ethodology

The
Parish

Plan
process

w
as

carried
out

overa
period

of18
m

onths.The
m

ethodol-
ogy

used
to

produce
this

Parish
Plan

com
prised

the
follow

ing:

•
initialcom

m
unity

w
orkshop

in
M

arch
2015

to
setpriorities

and
sign-up

volunteers;
•

engaging
w

ith
Chelm

sford
City

Council
planners

and
localCity

Counciland
County

Councillors
in

April;
•

form
ation

ofa
steering

group
in

M
ay

to
produce

the
plan,(laterform

alised
as

a
Parish

CouncilParish
Plan

com
m

ittee);
•

analysis
ofw

orkshop
outputs

to
feed

into
a

residents’questionnaire
survey;

•
collecting

inform
ation,opinions

and
aspirations

through
a

questionnaire
survey

delivered
to

every
Parishioneratthe

end
of

2015,(75%
response

rate);
•

responding
to

the
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan

“Issues
&

O
ptions”

consultation
docum

ent
using

initialfindings
from

the
questionnaire

in
January

2016;
•

analysis
ofthe

questionnaire
responses

in
February;

•
drafting

group
setup

in
M

arch
to

start
w

riting
the

plan;defining
a

vision,identify-
ing

priorities,objectives
and

potential
actions;
•

consulting
on

the
results

ofthe
question-

naire
survey

atan
exhibition

in
N

orth
M

elbourne
Library

in
April;

•
action

planning
w

orkshop
in

Aprilfor
localresidents

to
com

m
enton

the
vision

and
draftactions,agree

key
tasks

and
volunteerto

deliverthem
through

local
groups;
•

drafting
finalParish

Plan
and

separate
action

plan
forsign-offby

the
Parish

Councilin
July;

•
printing

the
plan

and
distributing

to
each

household
in

The
Chignals

and
to

external
authorities,such

as
the

City
Council,

County
Council,neighbouring

Parish
Councils

and
otheragencies

by
Septem

ber
2016;
•

setting
up

a
“Com

m
unity

Com
m

ittee”
independentofthe

Parish
Councilto

inspire
and

co-ordinate
volunteers

to
deliveractions

such
as

producing
a

Residents’W
elcom

e
Pack,establishing

a
N

eighbourhood
W

atch
service,carrying

outregularLitterPicks
and

im
proving

and
encouraging

residents
to

use
the

local
Public

Rights
ofW

ay
netw

ork;
•

m
onitoring

and
review

ing
the

action
plan

and
reporting

perform
ance

against
objectives

to
the

localcom
m

unity
at

Parish
Councilm

eetings.

Appendix
2:Parish

Plan
Evidence

Base

ChignalParish
Profile

A
profile

forChignalParish
has

been
extracted

from
the

2011
population

census
( Section

3).
w

w
w

.chelm
sford.gov.uk/parish-profiles

H
istory

ofThe
Chignals

H
istoricalinform

ation
w

as
com

piled
by

ChignalSm
ealey

residentand
authorof

“A
H

istory
ofThe

Chignals
and

M
ashbury”

A.J.W
ilkins

and
is

published
w

ith
his

kind
perm

ission.

Chelm
sford

LocalPlan
References

have
been

m
ade

in
Section

4
to

policies
contained

in
the

current
Chelm

sford
City

CouncilLocalD
evelopm

ent
Fram

ew
ork

and
to

planning
issues

and
developm

entoptions
proposed

in
the

first
stage

ofthe
Chelm

sford
Plan

2021
–

2036.
w

w
w

.chelm
sford.gov.uk/new

-local-plan

ChignalVillages
D

esign
Statem

ent
Reference

is
also

m
ade

in
Section

4
and

in
otherparts

ofthe
plan

to
the

Chignal
Villages

D
esign

Statem
entw

hich
w

as
approved

in
Septem

ber2009.The
design

advice
in

this
docum

entw
as

review
ed

in
the

definition
ofthe

Parish
Plan

objectives
and

in
generating

potentialactions.Itis
stillconsidered

to
be

a
valuable

and
relevantguide

as
to

how
the

special
identity

and
features

ofthe
Parish

should
be

protected
in

considering
allnew

developm
ents.

w
w

w
.essexinfo.net/thechignals

Parish
Plan

Com
m

unity
W

orkshop
–

14th
M

arch
2015

Those
attending

the
w

orkshop
w

ere
asked

w
hatis

specialaboutliving
in

The
Chignals,

w
hetherthere

w
ere

any
problem

s
and

w
hat

could
be

im
proved.In

addition,attendees
w

ere
invited

to
rank

issues
in

orderof
priority:the

top
priorities

are
sum

m
arised

below
w

ith
num

bers
ofvotes

indicated:
30

Issues
w

ith
G

ardening
Express

24
Tackle

industrialuse
in

the
countryside

21
H

ighw
ay

and
verge

m
aintenance

17
H

eavy
vehicles

/
delivery

vehicles
14

Affordable
H

ousing
13

Im
proved

B
roadband

Residents’Q
uestionnaire

Survey
–

D
ecem

ber2015
The

detailed
com

m
ents

m
ade

by
w

orkshop
attendees

w
ere

used
to

generate
a

series
ofquestions

to
collectinform

ation
and

opinions
on

a
range

oftopics.Q
uestions

w
ere

asked
to

build
up

a
picture

ofthe
age

and
interests

ofresidents,to
discoverw

hat
they

value
aboutliving

in
the

Parish,to

identify
concerns

they
m

ay
have

and
to

find
outw

hatcould
be

done
to

m
ake

theirlocal
com

m
unity

a
saferand

a
m

ore
enjoyable

place
in

w
hich

to
live.

195
adults

and
36

children
com

pleted
the

Parish
Plan

questionnaires:these
num

bers
represent75%

and
72%

ofthe
Parish

popu-
lation

respectively.A
presentation

ofthe
results

ofthe
questionnaire

survey
can

be
found

on
the

Parish
w

ebsite:w
w

w
.essex-

info.net/thechignals.A
sum

m
ary

ofthe
m

ain
results

are
as

follow
s:

•
the

average
length

oftim
e

adults
have

lived
in

The
Chignals

is
over22

years;
•

view
s

and
the

landscape
togetherw

ith
the

factthatThe
Chignals

are
ruralbutnot

rem
ote

are
the

m
ostim

portantaspects
of

living
in

the
Parish;

•
there

is
a

w
idespread

dissatisfaction
in

the
B

roadband
service

currently
on

offer;
•

nearly
allofrespondents

read
and

value
the

new
sletterbutw

ould
like

to
see

m
ore

articles
w

ritten
by

localpeople;
•

m
ostpeople

are
concerned

aboutheavy
traffic,the

lack
ofroad

m
aintenance

and
speed

oftraffic
on

ourlanes;
•

alm
osteveryone

considered
itim

portant
to

keep
the

open
farm

land
betw

een
the

built-up
area

ofChelm
sford

and
the

Chignals;
•

there
w

as
alm

ostunanim
ous

opposition
to

large
scale

housing
developm

ent.

Parish
Plan

Action
Planning

W
orkshop

–
16

April2016
Responses

from
the

questionnaire
survey

and
the

outputs
from

the
firstCom

m
unity

W
orkshop

w
ere

analysed
and

used
to

form
ulate

a
firstdraftofthe

Parish
Plan,

including
a

Vision,8
Priorities,25

specific
O

bjectives
and

a
series

ofindividual
Actions

designed
to

deliverthem
.Atten-

dees
atthe

Action
Planning

W
orkshop

w
ere

asked
to

com
m

enton
the

Vision
and

on
the

appropriateness
and

deliverability
ofthe

proposed
actions

to
achieve

m
eaningful

outcom
es

forlocalpeople.Lastly,people
w

ere
invited

to
identify

the
actions

that
should

be
given

priority.These
‘Key

Tasks’
are

highlighted
undereach

Priority
in

Section
7

ofthis
plan

and
in

the
separate

Action
Plan.

Appendix
3:Com

m
unity

and
Stakeholder

Engagem
entProcess

Com
m

unity
Engagem

ent
The

high
levelofcom

m
unity

engagem
entin

producing
the

Parish
Plan

has
been

im
pres-

sive,particularly
in

relation
to

the
question-

naire
survey

results
and

participation
in

the
w

orkshops.Perhaps
the

m
ostim

portant

factorin
m

aking
ithappen

has
been

the
energy

and
com

m
itm

entshow
n

by
those

w
ho

have
given

theirtim
e

and
expertise

to
serve

on
the

Parish
Plan

Com
m

ittee
and

its
w

orking
groups.

Articles
on

the
intention

to
produce

a
Parish

Plan,invitations
to

getinvolved
and

reports
on

its
progress

tow
ards

com
pletion

w
ere

printed
in

the
Parish

new
sletter

“ ChignalN
ew

s”
-w

hich
is

distributed
free

to
every

household
in

The
Chignals

&
M

ashbury
-in

M
arch,M

ay
and

Septem
ber

2015
and

in
M

arch
and

M
ay

2016.

ChignalParish
Councilhas

debated
the

Parish
Plan

in
public

ateach
ofits

full
councilm

eetings
since

January
2015

and
the

m
inutes

are
printed

in
fullin

the
bi-

m
onthly

“ChignalN
ew

s”
and

can
be

view
ed

on
the

Parish
w

ebsite.

Progress
on

producing
the

Parish
Plan

w
as

discussed
w

ith
residents

atthe
m

onthly
coffee

m
ornings

held
in

the
Village

H
all,

ChignalStJam
es

and
in

the
U

nited
Reform

ed
Church,ChignalSm

ealey.

A
personalinvitation

to
participate

in
the

firstParish
Plan

w
orkshop

w
as

delivered
to

every
house

in
The

Chignals.O
ver50

localresidents
attended

the
priority

setting
w

orkshop,facilitated
by

the
Rural

Com
m

unity
CouncilofEssex,and

18
of

them
signed-up

to
join

a
steering

group
to

produce
the

plan.

The
steering

group
w

as
form

alised
into

a
Parish

Plan
Com

m
ittee

com
prising

16
local

residents,including
5

Parish
Councillors.

This
com

m
ittee

has
m

eton
a

m
onthly

basis
to

progress
and

develop
the

plan
and

its
m

inutes
w

ere
reported

atParish
Council

m
eetings

and
published

on
the

Parish
w

ebsite.In
addition,2

sm
allw

orking
groups

w
ere

form
ed

to
draftthe

survey
questionnaire

and
to

draftthe
plan.

Copies
ofthe

questionnaire
w

ere
delivered

to
every

house
in

The
Chignals

and
produced

an
im

pressive
95%

household
response

rate.A
separate

questionnaire
w

as
produced

foryoung
people

w
ith

an
equally

significantreturn
rate.

The
results

ofthe
questionnaire

w
ere

displayed
atN

orth
M

elbourne
Library

for
2

days,m
anned

by
m

em
bers

ofthe
Parish

Plan
com

m
ittee.This

w
as

visited
by

resi-
dents

from
The

Chignals
and

the
adjoining

N
ew

lands
Spring

estate
in

Chelm
sford.

The
second

Action
Planning

w
orkshop

w
as

attended
by

20
residents,severalofw

hom
volunteered

to
take

som
e

ofthe
actions

forw
ard,such

as
the

production
ofa

“W
elcom

e
Pack”

fornew
residents,acting

as
a

B
roadband

Cham
pion

and
re-activating

a
localN

eighbourhood
W

atch
schem

e.

Stakeholderengagem
ent

B
oth

the
County

and
City

Councillors
cover-

ing
ChignalParish

have
given

supportand
guidance

and
engaged

in
ourParish

Plan.
City

Councilplanners
w

ere
inform

ed
ofthe

intention
to

produce
a

plan
and

its
initial

findings
have

been
reflected

in
the

Parish
Council’s

com
m

ents
on

the
firststage

of
the

new
Chelm

sford
LocalPlan.

The
RuralCom

m
unity

CouncilofEssex
have

been
very

supportive
to

the
Parish

Council
in

facilitating
the

firstw
orkshop,in

setting
up

a
steering

group
and

refining
the

survey
questionnaire.

Localbusinesses,such
as

farm
ers

and
the

operatorofthe
landfillsite

w
ere

consulted
separately

on
the

plan
and

theirview
s

have
been

taken
into

account,particularly
on

the
desirability

ofsm
allscale

organic
grow

th.

Clearly,as
w

e
m

ove
into

the
delivery

stage,
otherstakeholders

such
as

the
County

CouncilH
ighw

ays
and

Rights
ofW

ay
team

s,
SuperfastB

roadband
and

Essex
Police

w
ill

need
to

be
engaged.

W
orkshop

facilitated
by

The
Rural

Com
m

unity
CouncilofEssex

in
M

arch
2015

engages
w

ith
localresidents

to
identify

priorities
forthe

Parish
Plan
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Clockw
ise:The

produce
from

the
Com

m
unity

O
rchard

is
distributed

atthe
annualfruitcelebration

to
coincide

w
ith

the
H

arvestFestival.
An

oak
tree

being
planted

on
the

Village
G

reen
celebrating

the
Q

ueen’s
D

iam
ond

Jubilee
2012.The

W
ine

D
iscovery

G
roup

enjoying
their

Christm
as

dinneratthe
Village

H
all.

“Respecting
ourPast,Em

bracing
ourFuture:A

Strategy
forRural

Essex”
w

w
w

.essexruralpartnership.org.uk

In
July

2016,the
Essex

RuralPartnership
launched

a
new

RuralEssex
Strategy

2016-2020
w

hich
w

illinfluence
and

supportthe
delivery

ofthis
Parish

Plan.The
Partnership

brings
togetherorganisations

in
the

public,private
and

voluntary
sectors

to
co-ordinate

action
on

the
m

ajor
econom

ic,socialand
environm

entalissues
facing

rural
Essex.ChignalParish

Councilparticipated
in

a
w

orkshop
in

July
2015

to
flag

up
localconcerns

forruralcom
m

uni-
ties

w
hich

form
ed

the
basis

ofa
questionnaire

ofpeople
living

and
w

orking
in

ruralEssex.O
ver1,600

people,
(including

som
e

Chignalresidents),responded
to

the
questionnaire,around

70%
ofthem

living
in

rural
com

m
unities.

The
m

ain
m

essages
em

erging
from

this
county-w

ide
survey

echo
those

expressed
by

m
any

Chignalresidents
during

the
preparation

ofthis
Parish

Plan;betterBroad-
band

is
im

portantforruralbusinesses
and

service
access;ourrurallandscapes

and
com

m
unities

are
w

hat
is

m
ostspecialaboutruralEssex;new

housing
provision

to
be

developed
sensitively,providing

som
e

affordable
housing

thatis
appropriate

to
ruralcom

m
unities,avoids

overdevelopm
entand

is
supported

by
transportand

otherservices;access
to

services
is

nota
problem

for
people

w
ith

theirow
n

transport,and
voluntary

services
can

often
be

accessed
locally,butolderpeople

and
people

w
ith

disabilities
can

becom
e

isolated
and

lonely;
and,people

generally
feelsafe

in
ruralcom

m
unities,but

are
concerned

abouttraffic,road
safety

and
litter.


