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Christmas Workshop

Diana Barnes held her sixth Christmas Workshop for us in the
Chignals and Mashbury.  As always it was another fun day.  You
will see us looking very industrious in the photos followed by a
photo of our finished work.  Thank you to Sandra and Maggy for
the numerous cups of tea and setting out lunch.

The Chignal nestbox project was initiated by the availability of a
grant from the Parish Council.  The aim of the project was to make
a variety of nestboxes to be distributed free to parishioners and
local landowners. The boxes were made by volunteers at the
village hall in two sessions.  In total we made 61 boxes:- 34 garden
bird boxes for blue tits/great tits/sparrows/robins; 6 bat; 6 little
owl; 5 woodpecker/starling; 5 tawny owl; 2 kestrel; 2 barn owl and
1 tree creeper box.

The majority of the boxes have been put up in gardens around the
parish, the owl boxes were put up in houses with larger gardens
backing on to fields or in the open countryside with permission of
the landowners.  There is a map of the boxes site positions (on the
website) and many of the larger bird boxes can be seen from the
road or footpaths.

Thank you for all the help from the volunteers who built the boxes,
parishioners who put up boxes in their gardens and to the
landowners who allowed us to put up the boxes.  Hopefully the
boxes will attract the birds, if you see a box being used could you
please let us know on chignalnestbox@aol.com.

Chignal Nestbox Project Update
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Happy New Year to you all from Chignal and Mashbury Carpet Bowls Club.

Since our last report the club have played a number of league games with varying
degrees of success and have added a few points to our total.  The next few months will
see the rest of our league matches being played.

The Annual Club Meal, which this year was held at The White Hart, Little Waltham was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  The Christmas Social was a very successful evening,
starting with a fun bowls competition, followed by jacket potatoes and all the
trimmings, ending with the raffle with a prize for all.  The bowls competition this year
was won by Audrey Smith and Yvonne Towns.

Looking ahead a Valentines Social and another visit to the Civic Theatre are planned.
On the bowls front some members are looking forward to a weekend of bowls at
Potters Leisure Resort and also Essex Competitions at Braintree.

We would love to have more of you join us at the Village Hall on Tuesday and/or
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm to 10.00pm.  All equipment is provided and tuition will
be given.  Give either Gordon Hillyear 01245 231406 or Yvonne Towns 01245 440189 a
ring before you come to ensure we are not out playing an away match and to save you a
wasted journey.

Carpet Bowls

CHIGNALS & MASHBURY VILLAGE HALL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 26th February at 7.30p.m

at The Village Hall, Mashbury Rd,
Chignal St James CM1 4TS

ALL WELCOME
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Women’s Institute

Our 2019 programme got off to a good start with a visit from
"The Doppelgangers". Two gentlemen who are not related but
are so alike that they are often mistaken for each other,
leading to much confusion and many funny incidents.

In February we will hear "The Forgotten Story of Chelmsford"
as told by Alan Pamphilon, a local historian.

Our March speaker is Ann Hardy who will be telling us about
her life as a Theatrical Costumier.
If any of these talks appeal to you, please come along, visitors
are always welcome.
We meet in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month,
meetings start at 2-30pm.

Wendy Steele.

Bird Boxes
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Chignals & Mashbury Wine Discovery Group

In October the group enjoyed an interesting presentation from Peter Watts Wines in
Coggeshall about South African wines.

South African wine has a history dating back to 1659 with its roots in the explorations of
the Dutch East India Company, which established a supply station in what is now Cape
Town.  The modern industry however really only flourished in the 1990s once apartheid
was ended and the world’s export markets opened up.  The powerful state cooperative
KWV was reorganised into a private business sparking innovation and improvements in
the industry generally.

Today, South African wines account for 12% of the market share in the UK and is
apparently the fastest growing country in our market.  Severe droughts in the past few
years, and fires in the wine regions, have resulted in low yielding vintages and higher
prices though.

We particularly enjoyed a 2018 Chenin Blanc from Simonsig in Stellenbosch, which was
tropical and aromatic and good value at £10.40.  This is the most widely produced white
grape in South Africa.  I especially loved a Pinotage Cabernet Sauvignon blend from
Conradie, again 2018 (as they harvest there in February/March), but tasted older.  This
was £11.50.

Our November tasting was all about the wines from the Torres company in Catalunya,
Spain, by one of our regular visitors, Colin Legg.
Torres effectively launched Spanish wines from outside the traditional Spanish
stronghold of Rioja onto the market place.  It had great success in 1979 in the Wine
Olympics organised by Gault & Millau in Paris with a Cabernet Sauvignon wine, Gran
Coronas Black Label 1970 (now called Mas La Plana).

This wine won first prize in a blind tasting pitted against huge names such as Chateau
Latour 1970 and La Mission-Haut-Brion 1961. Torres now makes wine right across Spain
including from the Priorat region which Colin recommended looking out for.

It was interesting to taste the range of wines Colin brought along as most of us were used
to seeing the usual Vina Sol from Torres in the supermarket.  He recommended looking
out for Torres wines in UK airport duty free stores as they are often stocked there.  A
favourite was the Gran Sangre de Toro Reserva, a blend of Garnacha and Syrah, a
delicious 2013 wine for £10.49, and preferred by many to the aforementioned Mas La Plana
which retails at £38.99.

Sue Davies
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Chignal Parish Council Parish Plan
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Chignal Parish Council Parish Plan Continued
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Chignal Parish Council continued



January 2019 Page Nine

Chignal Parish Council continued
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Chignal Parish Council continued
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Gardening Club
Remaining diary dates for our 2018/19 winter programme  in the Village
Hall (7.30pm start) are as follows:

Wednesday 16th  January. An in-house session, we will focus on Newby
Hall in North Yorkshire.  25 acres of stunning award-winning gardens
contain rare and beautiful shubs and plants, including the National
Collection of the genus Cornus (dogwoods). Newby's famous double
herbaceous borders make the perfect walkway to the River Ure. Formal
gardens such as the Autumn and Rose Garden, the tranquility of Sylvia's
Garden and a Tropical Garden make Newby Hall Gardens an inspiring
place to explore.

Wednesday 20th February. We are pleased to welcome back Darren Lerigo
from Modern Mint who will be giving a talk entitled ' A Very British
Garden'. Darren always delivers an informative and amusing talk with
plenty of opportunities for interaction and asking questions.

Wednesday 20th  March. Lorna Shaw from the Essex Wildlife Trust will be
delivering a talk on wildlife gardening.

Wednesday 17th April. Our annual AGM, followed by a quiz and plant
swap.

Dates and venues for our summer garden visits will to be announced in
the next edition of Chignal News.

All our meetings are open to guests and non-members. We offer a free
'taster' session so you can see if you would like to come along more
regularly or join the club. For more information, please
email gardening.chignalsmashbury@gmail.com or just turn up on the
night.

Community Coffee Mornings

There are two monthly coffee mornings held in the Chignals on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. The one on the first Wednesday is held at the Village Hall and
the one on the third Wednesday in the United Reform Church.

The coffee mornings are a good opportunity to meet and get to know local people. We
hope to see you at the coffee mornings - (we also serve tea!)
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Chelmsford Athletic Club Road Race
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Table Top Sale
The Chignals & Mashbury Community Group held a Table Top Sale in the Village Hall on
Saturday 3 November.  The aim was to raise funds for the village hall and to give people
an opportunity to sell new goods or to declutter and make ‘a bit of a profit’.  We had
eleven tables which were manned almost exclusively by people from our
villages/clubs.  Several people who had a table said they would like to do it again.  The
delicious cakes and refreshments were a big hit too.  There was a brilliant atmosphere
and an enjoyable day was had by all.

We raised over £260 and the Community Group were able to buy 100 dinner plates for
the Village Hall to match the existing crockery.

A big thank you to all those who helped with organising and setting up, came to spend
their money, manned tables, made cakes and provided refreshments.
Another Table Top Sale is planned for the morning of Saturday 2 November 2019 and
possibly one earlier in 2019 so start decluttering and watch this space!

The Community Group will be organising other events in 2019.  If you would like to join
our mailing list or get involved please email

chigandmashcommunitygroup@hotmail.com

If you have any ideas about events which involve getting people together (not just fund
raising) please let us know.

A Happy New Year from
The Chignals and Mashbury Community Group
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Table Top Sale & Christmas Workshop Photos







St. Nicholas Church


