
Ch
ig

na
l N

ew
s

T H
 E  

N E
 W 

S L
 E T

 T E
 R 

 O
 F  

T H
 E  

C H
 I G

 N A
 L S

  W
 I T

 H 
 M 

A S
 H 

B  
 R 

Y
No. 198

May
2019

The Community Orchard in Bloom

Johnny Mount Pear

Apple Blossom

Quince Vranja



P a g e  T w o

The League Season is now over and the club has come fifth overall.  The winter internal competitions
have also come to a conclusion with the results being as follows:- Men’s Singles Winner – Kevin Francis,
Ladies Singles Winner – Sandra Francis and Pairs Winners – Sharon and John Manning.  The Bill
Hawkes Trophy was played for between the Singles winners, Kevin and Sandra.  At the end of 7 ends
the match was drawn, so an extra end was played with the outcome leaving Sandra as the winner   -
Well Done Sandra!

The club are now looking forward to the Summer Season playing friendly matches against other local
clubs.  So far we have played Great Waltham at home and Black Notley away and have won both
matches.

Gordon Hillyear and Kathleen Huggett entered the Annual Wimbish Competition where they were very
successful in making it to the final.  Their opponents just managed to beat them but Gordon and
Kathleen were very worthy runners up  -  well done to both of you.

The club were invited to a Charity Competition Day at Nayland  -  across the border in Suffolk!  A team
of 4 entered and had a very enjoyable day playing 4 games against teams unknown to them.  The day
became even better when it was announced they had come third overall.  Very well done to all involved.
At the end of April the club held its’ 30th AGM.  Many people have played Carpet Bowls over those 30
years and a good number of today’s members joined on the very first day.  Many Friendships have been
made over all those years.  At the meeting the Committee were re-elected en bloc and are now tasked
with the responsibility of arranging events for the coming year.  The meeting ended with food  -  cheese,
biscuits, wine and cake to celebrate 30 years.

Socially, 12 members went to the Civic Theatre in February to see an excellent production of My Fair
Lady.
As always we would love new members to join us.  We are a very friendly, welcoming club.
For more information on the Carpet Bowls Club which meets in the Village Hall on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings 7.30pm to 10.00pm contact Gordon Hillyear 01245 231406 or Yvonne Towns
01245 440189.  COME AND JOIN US!

Carpet Bowls

Women’s Institute
Coming to our meeting on 6th. June will be Eve Regelous with a talk entitled "Everything
stops for Tea" which promises to be very enjoyable.

On the 4th  July we will be holding our annual Garden Meeting at The Blue House. All W.I.
members, past and present, and their partners are welcome to join us.

For our August meeting one of our members, Gloria Nichols, will be talking to us about
"Town Twinning", a subject on which she has a wealth of knowledge and experience.
In September Gordon Bailey, a metal detectorist, will be our speaker, it should be
interesting to hear if he has found anything of value locally!

The W.I. will be having an information table at the Village Fete so please stop by for a
chat.

Wendy Steele.
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This report will be considered at  Monday
13th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Background to the Playing Field

 by the Parish
Council for “recreation

 £700.00,
(covers grass cutting only).

hire policy approved 13th

November 2017. Fees: £150.00  for
exclusive use

 Chignal Croquet Club
from April – October

 the Village Hall
Committee’s annual fête, first Saturday in
June.

 dog walking and
informal recreation by local residents

 junior football practice;
archery; Caravan Club; family fun days;
wedding events connected to the Village
Hall

 two benches; one goal post.
 parking on grass  permitted

only for organised use of the  playing field
and the community orchard.
Recommendations on ideas for using the
playing field discussed at the Community
Event on 9th February 2019

A. Ideas recommended for immediate
action

Vehicle access to the playing field needs to
be controlled to prevent   anti-social
behaviour and illegal occupation. The main
entrance gate is kept locked and is only
opened for car parking associated with
events and team activities held on the
playing field and at the community
orchard. A pedestrian gate adjacent to the
main gate is open at all times. Any
proposal which would involve moving the

position of the main gate would require
planning permission and approval from
County Highways. Given the restricted
sightlines in the vicinity of the entrance
gate, it is    unlikely that permission for a
new access would be granted. A possible
solution would be to create a lay-bye on
County Highways land to the west of the
entrance gate, similar to the existing
lay-bye on the eastern side of the gate.
This might be large enough to park another
2 cars, without provision to turn around.

Suggestions have been made by users of
the playing field to erect a structure that
could provide shelter from the weather,
such as a pavilion or gazebo, with some
additional benches. At present, the main
use made of such a shelter would be by
members of the Croquet Club, plus those
visiting the playing field for informal
recreation. Consideration should also be
given to the needs of other potential users
of such a facility.

A report on the Croquet Club’s proposals
was approved at the 11th March 2019
Parish Council meeting with a
recommendation that options to improve
the existing grass surface should be
explored, such as hollow tineing and
rolling.
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Some sections of the fencing around the
playing field may be in need of repair and
some minor pruning may be required to
overhanging trees and shrubs.

A. Ideas for recreation facilities which
require further evidence of demand

The introduction of an area of hard-standing
for basketball shooting practice would not
be appropriate in the playing field. Other
options may be considered.

The Parish Council requires evidence of
local demand for outdoor fitness
equipment. The City Council has installed a
well-equipped area for adult fitness in
Admirals Park this year and several
residents use gyms in Chelmsford. Given
the rural nature of the only two possible
venues for adult fitness facilities, on the
playing field and The Green, only low key
fitness stations   using natural materials
would be considered appropriate.

Given the low numbers of young children
resident in Chignal St James and Chignal
Smealey, the Parish Council would require
evidence of local demand for these
facilities. Residents of Little Hollows have
access to play facilities in nearby Newlands
Spring. There are opportunities for children
to engage in informal play in the playing
field, The Green and Community Orchard.
Any such play facilities considered should
be appropriate to a rural area.

The playing field has one full-sized goal post
which has been used for football practice by
junior football teams from outside of the
parish. As no teams currently practice on
the playing field, consideration could be
given to removing the goalpost and
replacing it with two smaller ones
elsewhere on the playing field for informal
games. Costs would have to be obtained for
removing the existing goal post.

If supported, this facility should be
appropriate to a rural area

The playing of boules requires a firm level
surface. It has been played in the Three
Elms pub car park. The Village Hall overflow
car park may also be an appropriate playing
surface for boules. If evidence emerges of
sufficient demand for playing boules, the
Village Hall Committee and the Three Elms
pub would need to be consulted on whether
they would accommodate an area for this
game.
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C Ideas for recreation facilities which will not be developed

Feedback from the Table Tennis Club is that they would not support such a proposal. An
outdoor table tennis table would need a concrete non-slip surface 8m x 4m and the table
itself, also in concrete, would need to be lifted into position by a crane. The total cost
would be in the region of £7,000 – £8,000. In addition, the table would have to be sited
somewhere out of the wind to provide the right conditions for playing outside.

This proposal is not supported as there are other tennis facilities that have been offered in
the parish.

Conclusions

If approved, recommendations 1 - 4 above will be developed further and possible
outcomes and expected costs reported to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 8th

July 2019.

“FRIENDS OF THE CHIGNALS WITH MASHBURY”
Do you have an occasion when you need a helping hand?

If so, we can offer for example:
Assistance with Light Shopping

Help With Attending Appointments (Doctor, Dentist, Vets etc.)
Prescription Collection / Library Book Returns etc.
Help With Seeking Advice or Filling In Forms etc.

Companionship / Someone to Talk to

We realise that you may already have a kindly relative, friend or neighbour helping you in some way at the
moment.  However, on the odd occasion, there may be times that they are unable to be there for you.  If
so, please contact us between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. on any of the following telephone numbers:
01245 440241 – Helen, 01245 440528 - (Barbara), 01245 440880 - (Lynn), 01245 445245 - (Sandra),
01245 443497 - (Sarah)
01245 231758 – (Anne), Julia  -  07798922219
We would especially like to thank Julia who has recently offered her help for the “Friends of the Chignals
with Mashbury” venture.

Please leave your name and telephone number if we do not answer your call immediately.  We will call
you back as soon as possible to discuss your individual needs.
Please call us if you need help with transport to the ‘Coffee Morning’ held on the first      Wednesday of
every month from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the  Chignals & Mashbury Village Hall all are  welcome.

 Note: Please keep this notice handy as it might be useful one day.
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Gardening Club
The dates for our four summer garden visits are:

A grade II listed garden, it was created by Sir Frederick Gibberd, Master Planner of
Harlow New Town and leading post-war architect. Acknowledged to be one of the most
important 20th century gardens in the country, the garden occupies 9 acres of a 14 acre
site. The garden contains plenty of sculptures for extra interest.

Cost: £8.50 to include tea/coffee and cake and an introductory talk.

A garden designed and planted since 2013 from a neglected and overgrown plot, it is
planted with a good selection of shrubs and perennials for maximum all year interest
with a small wildlife pond and dry stream.

Cost: £6 to include tea/coffee and cake.

Large, mature country garden with stunning views over the River Crouch. Formal terrac-
es surround the house with steps leading to sweeping lawns, mixed borders packed full
of bulbs and perennials, formal rose and herb garden with water feature. Plus a
productive greenhouse, vegetable and cutting gardens.

Cost: £7.50 to include tea/coffee and cake.

Third of an acre plant lovers oasis reinvented in 2010 on a flat sandy site. The borders
are packed with herbaceous perennials and shrubs for all year round interest with em-
phasis on drought and wind tolerance. There are approximately 40 different varieties of
hemerocallis, chosen to flower at different times.
Cost: £5 to include tea/coffee and cake.
All our meetings are open to guests and non-members. For more information or if you
wish to attend one of our garden visits, please
email gardening.chignalsmashbury@gmail.com.

Kind regards,
Elaine
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Blossom Event at the Community Orchard

On 14th April we celebrated the beautiful sight of fruit tree blossom at the orchard.
People who came along could sit in the shelter of the marquee (the wind was a bit
nippy) and enjoy home-made and beautifully decorated cake and drink bountiful tea
kindly supplied by Malcolm. Immediately outside the marquee the Improved Fertility
pears were looking fabulous. Further down the orchard our now stately trio of Quince
trees were in full bloom and hopefully promising another plentiful harvest.
Also looking gorgeous was the carpet of Cowslips which seem to particularly enjoy
the wildflower area as that is now where they are most plentiful. Our next event, the
Mid-summer picnic on Sunday 23rd June will celebrate the variety of wild  flowers
which will follow on from the cowslips. (Pictures on front cover)
Lyn put a photo of another pear in full blossom - Johnny Mount - in the invitation
which went out to Orchard Friends. The Johnny Mount blossom was finishing by 14th
April but every year there is a race between them and the Plum trees to be the first to
flower. This year the Plum trees won by a few days. I feel there ought to be a rhyme to
recognise this annual race like there is for Oak and Ash trees. Does anyone know of
one?Another teaser for us is that we have learned that Johnny Mount pears are very
small; about the size of a large gooseberry. So what use was made of the fruit which
warranted a variety of pear being bred and grown especially for it? Another local
orchard owner who grows Johnny Mount up at High Easter has suggested that this is
an English version of the Dutch practice of  serving tiny pears cooked whole with cold
roast meat. Can anyone suggest another use that we can try?
For any questions (or answers!) about your orchard please contact us at
chignal.mashburyjubileeorchard@hotmail.co.uk

Moira and the Community  rchard Committee

Quince Blossom

mailto:chignal.mashburyjubileeorchard@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:chignal.mashburyjubileeorchard@hotmail.co.uk
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From the County Council
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Mobile  Customer Information Service

The Mobile Customer Information Service will be visiting 
once a month on the first  between , in conjunction with
the Coffee Morning.   Please pop along if you get the chance and feel free to pass this
message on.
This is a free service and offers a range of help and advice to make our services more
accessible.  The Mobile Customer Information Service (MCIS) provides residents with access
to all relevant information on their doorstep.
The team continues to visit 17 communities around the City every month.  The service is
usually targeted where public transport is perhaps less frequent, to make sure that
residents with the greatest need for advice and support, such as the elderly, young   families
and those with mobility requirements, can access information and advice about Council
services locally.
A range of enquiries are covered, including:

 advice on how to seek help with housing benefit or Council Tax
 reporting environmental problems
 FREE replacement recycling sacks and dog waste bags
 providing information on leisure, tourism, local issues and much more

Where possible, partner organisations attend sessions to promote services and to be
available for enquiries.  These include Essex Police, Essex Fire & Rescue Service, Citizens
Advice Bureau and other Council Services.
Popular Misconceptions
It’s not a Mobile Unit - Many people think that the MCIS operates from a vehicle.  In actual
fact, the service is delivered from Village Halls, shops, Post Offices and Churches.
Not just a bag delivering service - Distributing recycling sacks and dog waste bags is not all
we offer.   The service provides information about council services and events and the
knowledgeable team can offer advice and support.

Essex Trial Events

Essex Trial Events will be at the fete again this year. If you fancy a 5.5 mile
walk/jog/run on the local footpaths please come along from 12 noon to
register, receive route details and participate.

More details at https://essextrailevents.com/local-events-calendar
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St Nicholas APCM

This has been another good year for the church, and we are particularly grateful to the
community for its support in many different ways. We asked you this time last year if
you care about your church, and we now know that the answer for many of you is YES!
It is so easy when we live in a community and know our neighbours and the beautiful
buildings we have around us to take them for granted. Helen Towns and I had a meeting
with Dr Honor Gay who is working with us from Bats in Churches and when we told her
about the Community Orchard, the support from the community, the nesting boxes that
have been made and the interest in our bat project she was amazed. She also thought
St Nicholas Church was a real gem and had a lovely warmth, not only because of our
new heaters, but the brick gives a warm feel. It is good to be reminded that we have
something very special here in the Chignals with Mashbury.
This report is really a big thank you to all of you who support us in so many different
ways: by coming to services, by helping to put them on, by flower arranging and
cleaning, and by giving money particularly on a regular basis – more details below.
In 2018 we had an average of 10 adults in church, the same as last year. For such a
small population this is no mean achievement and a percentage many urban churches
would love to have. We had 72 for our Christingle service again, which is a very healthy
number which continues to hold year after year. We had the christening of Jemima Reed
in June – Mum and Dad, Jenna and Matthew got married here and we welcomed
Jemima’s 2 older brothers Hugo and Miles. They also came to the Rogation event in May
warmly hosted at Grays Farm. Everyone from across the 6 churches enjoyed walking
round, finding cider and soft drinks cooling in a stream. We had a feast including
toasting marshmallows on a BBQ, but the highlight of the day was the tractor rides
round the paddock and for me personally driving the tractor! We have had the weddings
of 2 village families: Martin Money married Sarah Mitchell in May and Kyla Middleditch
married David Flack in August. Both weddings were really lovely days.
As usual the fete was a beautiful day with sunny weather and we did messy things with
paint with children large and small. It is always a joy to be part of the hospitality offered
by this village to those who live here and those who come to enjoy the special day.
We had the funerals of three big characters in the villages: Myra Wilkins in April,
Malcolm Hindmarsh in July and the service for Eve Pitts in October with the burial of her
ashes on Mothering Sunday. Following Malcolm’s burial there was a service at the
chapel. Our thoughts and prayers are with Huw Wilkins, Irene Hindmarsh and family,
Geoffrey, Sheryl and Corinne and all those who miss them.
Last year we had the Harvest Service in September so we didn’t all gather at the
community orchard and we noticed a drop in numbers so this year we are going back to
having the harvest service the third week in October.
We are delighted in the developments of the bat project which is designed to enhance
people’s knowledge of bats as well as protecting the church and the monuments. We
will have information about and experts in bats at the village fete, and are intending to
have a bat walk and hopefully we will be learning how to clean the church and care for
our memorials in September.
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St Nicholas APCM Continued
We are so pleased about the community involvement and interest in this project. Helen
has been taking the lead on our behalf, and is grateful for the expertise and support of
Dr Jon, Nigel and Steve. We also have important links with the Community Orchard and
the Chignal Nesting Box Project, and hope many more of you will get involved as this bat
project unfolds.
On Remembrance Day we had a beautiful lightscape of white poppies projected onto the
church, devised by Steve with the ingenious use of old overhead projectors. We then lit
candles, entered the church ringing hand bells and all from babes in arms to older folk
had a time of quiet reflection led by Revd Jackie. Hot chocolate and other goodies were
then eagerly consumed.
Another interesting development has been finding out background information about
the war memorial, which started with us realising that we didn’t have people’s first
names and has led to so much more. Thank you to Steve Middleditch and Lesley Newell
for researching this further and we look forward to the results. At our AGM Helen Towns
raised the possibility of being able to archive documents and memorabilia and
considering how we can do this.
The community again came up trumps with their support of the church at our vision and
giving event on Thursday 15 June at 7.30pm at the village hall. Our keynote speaker was
the Revd Janet Nicholls, who is the daughter of a farmer and an advocate for things rural
in the Chelmsford Diocese. We were very encouraged by the response of the community
which exceeded our expectations. We set out with a target of £3,000 a year as regular
income for 10 years. We certainly have achieved that target for 2019 and we hope
beyond that and also had one off donations in 2018 of £3,000, up from £200 the
previous year. In addition collections in church went from £1,200 in 2017 to £2,300 in
2018. Thank you to all of you who came to our event, for your generosity and especially
for those of you who contribute regularly to our church. We couldn’t do it without you.
We have a small parish church council of Tony Towns, Linda Nelson, Nigel Bevitt-Smith
and Cherry Scott but everyone works hard and brings their gifts and talents to the work
of the church in this community. Helen sends out a monthly emails telling us about
services and events and Joan Smith’s team arrange the flower and we are thankful for
those of you who clean and keep the church looking beautiful. After our services we
offering delicious refreshments, which gives a good chance to chat and hear each others
news. We are also grateful for our links with the Chignal parish council and Lynn
Ballard.
Thank you to everyone who contributes to making this community, including the church
in our midst, such a special place.

God bless you and those you love.
Revd Caroline Brown

Thanks also go to everyone who helped with the churchyard tidy up and Ken Mead for
clearing the church guttering,



St. Nicholas Church Services & Activities

Last year 62 adults and over 20 children
gathered at Grays Farm, Chignal Smealey
and walked round the farm finding cider
and apple juice cooling in a pond, blowers
and bubbles, finger torches for the kids.
We blessed the crops and sung some
favourite songs. We toasted
marshmallows and squished them
between chocolate digestives – very
indulgent, had tractor rides and a feast!

This year on Sunday 26th May at 10.30am
we are going to be hosted by Kate and
Sam Squier at Humphreys Farm,
Humphreys Farm Lane, Great Waltham,
CM3 1EF. Put the date in your diary! Come
and join in the fun!
As usual we will have Sunday services at
Ford End at 9.30am and at Great
Waltham at 11am.

Sunday May 19th 11am Neil Richardson
will be leading the communion service

Sunday June 16th 11am communion
service with Sandra Sykes

Wednesday 19th June 9am Morning Prayer

Thursday 18th July 12 Midday prayer with
group of 11 local churches led by Jackie
Thornton

Sunday July 21st 11am Communion
Service

Sunday August 18th 10.30 – all 6
churches coming together at St Nicholas
so slightly earlier time

Sunday October 20th 11am Harvest
festival –  give thanks for the harvest and
all our blessings

:
We don’t have everything worked out yet
so we don’t know who are leading services
after June or where Wednesday Morning
prayer will be so we will let you know
when we know!

Any questions about this please be in
touch with:
Linda Nelson, PCC secretary
linda.nelson@btinternet.com   01245
442625
Alison Bates our administrator on
admin@littleandgreat.org.uk    07957
228467
Revd Caroline Brown, vicar
vicar@littleandgreat.org.uk   01245
364081


