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The Chignal’s Nestbox Project

The Chignal nestbox project is a Chignal parish grant
funded project to provide free nest boxes to
parishioners and to put up boxes in suitable locations.

We had our first building session on Sunday morning
of July 1st and built 27 garden bird nest boxes.  The
boxes are built using good quality pine planks and
should last at least 10 years.  Boxes for small (blue tit,
wren); medium (sparrow, robin) and large (starling)
birdboxes were made and if you would like to have one
or more boxes for your garden please contact us at
chignalnestbox@aol.com.

The next session will be to build owl and bat boxes for
the Orchard and parishioners with large gardens.
Hopefully this session will take place at the village hall
in late July.  If you would like to join us in the building
session please contact us on chignalnestbox@aol.com.
Thanks to Andy, James, Robert, Steve,, Michele and
David for their help in building the boxes.  Also many
thanks to Bob Parsons who donated 7 box blanks for us
to build.

Jon Lewis

mailto:chignalnestbox@aol.com.
mailto:chignalnestbox@aol.com.
mailto:chignalnestbox@aol.com.


C H I G N A L  N E W SP a g e  T w o

Tastings in April and May were led by group members, showcasing some wines
encountered on recent trips to France and South Africa.

Pauline and Sue got together to present some Burgundy wines.  Pauline    focused on a
range of white Macon from a favourite producer called Talmard.  Having tasted around
the region on a few occasions, this producer remains a reliable firm favourite.  At the
farm gate, the whites we tasted cost around the 7 euro price point.  You can normally
find at least one Talmard Macon in the Wine Society’s selection, costing £10 or £11.
Sue sourced a rosé Crémant de Bourgogne (sparkling) and a pair of red wines.  The
really pricey one was disappointing!

John recently took a wine tasting tour around South Africa and came back inspired to
talk to the group about South African wines.  He chose a selection from Majestic which
showcased a range of grape varieties including the South African cornerstones of
Chenin Blanc (white) and Pinotage (red).  One of the favourites was a blend of Shiraz,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon from the Stellenbosch area (Rustenberg RM Nicholson
2016, £11.99).

Sue Davies
June 2018

Wine Discovery

“The Chignals Table Tennis Club has now been established for a year. We have a
current membership of 28 ranging in age from 14 to a lot older and we meet once a
week in the Village Hall on Wednesdays from 4.30 to 6.30 in the afternoon. We have 3
tables and we mainly play doubles which ensures that everyone gets plenty of games as
we probably average about a dozen players each week. Expertise varies considerably
but there is enjoyment whatever the ability and a great deal of noise and fun is had by
all.

We have just enjoyed our first function which was a barbecue after a table tennis
session. The weather was perfect and we set out the tables on the terrace at the back of
the Hall to enjoy the salads brought by the members, barbecue food and strawberries
and cream in the early evening sun.

New members are welcome, not just from the Chignals, and we have several people
who live outside the villages but close by. Annual membership is only £5.00 with a
£2.00 playing fee. If you would like to join us please just come along to one of our
sessions. We are about to start our Summer break and will restart on 5th September.”

CTTC - Chignals Table Tennis Club
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Women’s Institute

The Mashbury Maidens Rode the Night

Our team completed the ride in about five hours – actual cycling time, but it took a lot
longer, largely due to the extreme weather conditions. Before we started there were
warnings about the impending bad weather and we were advised to avoid metal grids
and white lines as these are very slippery when wet.

All was well at first, but then the lightning started, great forks across the sky but no
rain. This all changed at the first stop (about 13 miles), we had just arrived when the
rain started. It absolutely bucketed it down but luckily, we were able to shelter until we
could get our wet weather gear on. Once it eased off we set off in light rain until we got
to Richmond and there was another downpour which turned Richmond High Street
into a raging torrent. We took shelter and carried on when it eased off.  We all finished
but we do look at little dishevelled! Despite the weather I don’t think many women gave
up, but there were at least 450 punctures repaired.  I have never cycled in such weather,
so I am very proud of  everyone who took part and raised over £1.5 million for women’s
cancers.

Thank you to everyone that donated and if you still want to donate please donate at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/linda-nelson4

In July our meeting will be held in the beautiful garden at St.Mary's Cottage, fingers crossed for fine
weather.
Our August meeting finds us back in the Village Hall where we will be trying "Art for Relaxation" and
in September we have Mr. Manny Robinson coming along to tell us the Irving Berlin story. Many of us
will remember and enjoy the music of Irving Berlin so this should be a real treat.
As usual our meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at 2pm for a 2-30 start.

Visitors are always welcome.
Wendy Steele.

COFFEE MORNING
For Charity

at ST. MARY’S
COTTAGE

Chignal St. James

SAT. 18th AUGUST 10 am
to noon

Plants, Produce, Raffle,
Cakes, Cards, Crafts.

EVERYONE WELCOME

FOLLOWED BY AN
OPEN GARDEN

AFTERNOON

 Come along for a chat,
tea and cake, and a
wander round the
garden.
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North Melbourne Library
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North Melbourne Library Continued
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Chignal Parish Council Meeting 14th May 2018
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Chignal Parish Council continued
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Chignal Parish Council continued
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The Village Hall - Fete Report 2018

We enjoyed beautiful weather at this year’s village hall fete, which was held at the hall
and playing field on 2nd June. Over £2,500 was raised for village hall funds.

The number of visitors was swelled this year by the Essex Trail Runners who had their
start and finish point at the fete for a local rural run. After the run had finished many
of them stayed on to enjoy cream teas,  possibly to help to take their minds off their
nettled legs. Children made the most of having the central arena all to themselves as a
safe play area, enjoying hula hoops and badminton racquets with giant shuttlecocks
(and their parents seemed to be having a good time in there as well).

Most of the village groups play a significant role in the fete with many of their
members organising and running stalls and events related to their clubs. Residents
who are not affiliated to particular societies also come forward to offer skills such as
face painting, resulting in some very enjoyable activities and extra interest for visitors.

Our thanks to all those people who came before, during and after the event to help put
up and break down, clear up, wash up and put away, organise events, bake cakes, run
stalls, give items for prizes or to sell, and for supporting the event by spending
generously on the day. The hall is entirely self funding and relies on fund raising
activities
and income from hire charges to pay for maintenance and running costs.

Thank you and see you again at next year’s fete on the first Saturday in June.
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Our community orchard, established in 2013, is getting noticed!  We’ve been asked to
provide information on the fruit trees that were planted and how we manage them,
records of wildlife and wild plants and details of community events, to include in a
major regional survey of historic and current orchards.

Orchards East is an environmental and cultural project covering six counties in the
east of England, including Essex: www.orchardseast.org.uk Funded by the Heritage
Lottery fund and based in the School of History at the University of East Anglia, it’s
about discovering and understanding the past, present and future of orchards in
eastern England, and will last for three years. The project extends initiatives already
developed by Suffolk Traditional Orchards Group and the East of England Apples and
Orchards Project.  A collaborative project working with existing county orchard
groups, other interested organisations and orchard owners, Orchards East hopes to
stimulate interest and engage a wide range of new volunteers in all things orchard!
We’ve been given maps showing orchards in Chignal and Mashbury that date back to
the nineteenth century and we’ve reported back on their current state. Most of them
are no longer in use as orchards but there are some fruit trees in gardens and in
hedgerows that are remnants of former orchards attached to farms, large houses or
churches and rectories. Many thanks to those of you who have shared your knowledge
and stories of former local orchards.

We’ll be going along to the first meeting of a new Essex Orchards Group at the end of
this month and look forward to exchanging ideas on how to care for our fruit trees,
manage meadow areas and put on interesting and fun orchard events.
If you are interested in getting involved in looking after your community orchard or in
attending events, please get in touch through the Orchards Friends email:
chignal.mashburyjubileeorchard@hotmail.co.uk

Chignals & Mashbury Jubilee Community Orchard
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Gardening Club
There are two remaining garden visits this summer:
Tuesday 17th July at 2pm. Jericho Cottage (and Megarry's
Antiques), The Green, Blackmore, Ingatestone, Essex, CM4 0RR

Small walled wildlife, woodland garden with mature trees, shrubs, bamboos,
palms and ponds. Historic Romany Vardo and Victorian Glasshouse.
Primroses, bluebells, camellias, rhododendrons and later hydrangeas,
euphorbias and geraniums clothe the ground, while a canopy of wisteria,
rambling roses, honeysuckle and kiwi vine shade the patio and pergola. The
garden is an untamed hidden oasis. Also has an antique shop. Cost: £8 to
include tea/coffee and cake.

Wednesday 19th September at 2pm. Hannams Hall, Thorpe
Road, Tendring, Essex, CO16 9AR

17th  century house (not open) set in 6 acres of formal and informal gardens
and grounds with extensive views over open countryside. Herbaceous
borders and shrubberies, many interesting trees including flowering
paulownias. Lawns and mown walks through wild grass and flower
meadows, woodland walks, ponds and stream. Walled vegetable potager
and orchard. Cost: £6.50 to include tea/coffee and cake.
This year’s garden supper was hosted by Barbara and Robert at Maple View.
It was a lovely evening, the garden was beautiful and Robert ran one of his
trains for us.  Many thanks go to Barbara and Robert for hosting the supper
- the food was delicious.

Please email gardening.chignalsmashbury@gmail.com if you would like to
attend any garden visit. Payment is made on the night.

Community Coffee Mornings
There are two monthly coffee mornings held in the Chignals on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. The one on the first Wednesday is held at the Village Hall
and the one on the third Wednesday in the United Reform Church.
The coffee mornings are a good opportunity to meet and get to know local people. We
hope to see you at the coffee mornings - (we also serve tea!)
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St. Nicholas Church
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As usual we will have Sunday services at Ford End at 9.30am and at Great
Waltham at 11 am.

Services at St Nicholas:

Wednesday 18th July 9 am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas
Sunday July 15th 11 am Communion Service
Wednesday 15th August 9 am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas
Sunday  August 19th 10.30 – all 6 churches coming together at St Nicholas
so slightly earlier time
Wednesday 12th September 9am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas
Sunday  September 16th 11am Harvest festival – give thanks for the
harvest and all our blessings and also thanks for the generosity shown by
people of their time, talents and donations for the church

For your diary:
Sat September 29th 11am Ordination of Revd Jackie Thornton at Great
Waltham Church so that she will be a priest – you will need a ticket

Sunday 30th  September 10.30am Joint service to celebrate Jackie being
priested at Great Leighs church. All welcome.

St. Nicholas Church
Services and Activities this Summer


