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Parish Playing Field Update

Our community requested that there should be some improvements made to the
playing field to encourage more parishioners, especially the younger residents, to use
the playing field as a sporting facility.

To date we have built and completed the new entrance and car park area which is used
by visitors to both the playing field and the Orchard.

A height restriction has been installed to protect the parking area and new entrance
gates and fencing have been installed around the perimeter of the car park which will
comfortably take 4 to 6 cars.

The croquet lawn area has been marked out by the installation of oak posts to protect
the area and to allow the grass to be regularly cut which will hopefully improve in this
area.

The new goal post position has been agreed with those that will use it most and the
post is on order with delivery expected in August, ready for our team of volunteers to
install it.

A small “Playing field” working group has been established and a meeting held to
discuss and obtain a quotation for a “ MUGA” court which if agreed will be installed in
the corner of the field as shown on the sketch drawing.

This will include Basketball, Cricket Stumps and a Small Goal all to be incorporated
into the one green structure with a hard playing surface to suit which is approximately
8 metres square.

Finally, the Gazebo structure is currently being constructed with the main Oak frame
and timber shingle roof already in position. We are awaiting the installation of the
paving and then the side boarding and bench seats will be installed to complete the
Gazebo.

When all these works are completed the field will then be a true “playing field” with
seating etc for the use of the Parish. (Photo above: Playing field community group
deciding location of goal post)
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Playing Field Photos
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Chignal Parish Council July Minutes continued
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Chignal Parish Council July Minutes continued
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Chignal Parish Council July  Minutes continued
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Chignal Parish Council July Minutes continued
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Gardening Club

Sadly, the AGM in April and all the pre-arranged summer garden visits had to be cancelled due to
Coronavirus. All visits have been moved to the same month next year, so dates will be advised once
finalised early in the new year.

The plant sale on the last weekend in May was a great success. It was fantastic that all plants grown for the
annual fete found new homes and we raised £284 for club funds. Thanks to all that donated plants         
(especially Janet Campen who always contributes numerous plants!) and to those who kindly donated at
the sale. We hope your new plants are now thriving in your gardens.

As we do not yet have a confirmed date for reopening of the Village Hall, the winter programme of meetings
is also on hold. We will update members once we have confirmation of the reopening of the Hall.

In the meantime, we hope you all enjoy your own gardens this summer.

If you are interested in joining the club once it restarts, please email Elaine at
gardening.chignalsmashbury@gmail.com for further details.
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Steve Middleditch ringing the
bell in St Nicholas’ church on VE
day - Friday 8th May and on the
3rd anniversary of the Grenville
Tower fire



St Nicholas’ Church
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Photos  top and above:
War memorial protective coverings funded
by the Bats in Churches Project, installed
the week before lockdown.
Photo left (taken before lockdown) -
Helen organising the coverings for the war
memorials before lockdown.
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ODD  JOBS WANTED !

Women’s Institute

I am raising funds for my World Challenge trip to Borneo and Malaysia in 2021,
organised through my school. To help raise some money I am looking for some
jobs around the garden for example log stacking, weeding, clearing and painting
etc. All money raised will go to helping local communities and wildlife in the two
countries.

Contact annamcd@mail.com for more details.  Thank you, William Nuttall

At our last meeting in March we had a very entertaining speaker, Martin Lockwood, who told
us a little bit of the history of sending postcards and showed us a number of humorous
seaside postcards.

We were amazed to learn that every seaside town had its own board of censors who decided
which postcards were suitable to be sold in their town and that censorship ended in 1968,
perhaps the 1960's were not as permissive as we'd thought!

Unfortunately the current situation has led to all future W.I. meetings being suspended but
we hope to resume meetings later in the year, covid restrictions permitting.

Wishing you and your loved ones continued good health,

Wendy Steele.
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Lockdown in Little Hollows

We came back from holiday at the beginning of March to a different world. Food shortages, panic buying
(especially loo rolls!) fear and uncertainty.

As the weeks went by we gradually adapted to this different way of life. Home schooling our
grandchildren on Zoom every morning for 16 weeks has been such fun and a major feature of lockdown.
There has been so much brilliant material on the BBC and from so many other sources. KS2 English
grammar has been interesting! How many of us learnt about fronted adverbials and expanded noun
phrases etc. at school? We’re now up to speed thanks to our eight year-old grand daughter! Family quiz
nights on Zoom have been fun. (Bella’s quiz questions below!)

Some other snapshot moments for us have been the amazing spring weather with clear blue aircraft-free
skies, birdsong like we’ve never heard it before, flower filled lanes and uncut verges. We’ve noticed more
visiting wildlife too. Traffic free roads for cycling and walking, non of the usual litter thrown from cars,
families out walking, reclaiming Hollow Lane as a litter free pleasant space for walkers, cyclists and little
children learning to ride a bike have been great. We’ve been clapping for our NHS workers and there’s
been much joke sharing on our neighbourhood  WhatsApp group.

Tony’s weekly Little Hollows egg delivery has been a hit. We’ve enjoyed some long walks, exploring more
of our lovely footpaths, with some foraging when the nettle tips were young and the woods at Hartford
End were full of wild garlic. We’ve reared many baby frogs from hundreds of tadpoles in our small pond.
We’ve visited our beautiful community orchard a number of times to check on the fruit and wildflowers.
We’ve watched the baby wrens, robins and blue tits in the garden rear their young.

Now things are getting back to normal and we can go further on our bikes. It’s great that a few cafés are
opening so that there’s now a destination to aim for. We can also ride with up to six friends again.

Socially distanced tea and cake in the garden is how we’ve been seeing friends for the moment, but it
was great to sample that first pint at the newly reopened Compasses at Littley Green.

Pilates under the oak tree and Boot Camp on the green have been wonderful as we gradually ease out of
lockdown.

Maggie
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Little Hollows - Maggie’s Poem and Bella’s quiz

Apologies to Wordsworth

I wondered lonely as a cloud
Two metres from the madding crowd
When all at once my name was called
To  enter Waitrose  hallowed hall

This was the pensioners' special hour
I'd gone to get a bag of flour
But I forgot, when through the door
What I had gone to Waitrose for

The Waitrose staff were extra kind
I told them it had slipped my mind
They asked what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I'd lost the plot.

I phoned my wife again to ask
She reminded me of this special task
I need some flour to bake a cake
With all that cream you made me take!

' Ah yes I recall' I had to lie
I dared not ask what flower to buy
But then I saw them next the till
A bunch of golden daffodils!
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Essex County Council
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Cricket Club

This season has been widely disrupted but we have arranged several friendlies. We would like to invite
new members to have a game.
Those aged 9+ can practice on a Monday after 6pm. Adults and experienced players or over 16 should
come on Friday after 6pm.
If interested please let me know 07979 344662. On behalf of Chignal Cricket club Alastair Bevitt-
Smith.

Community Orchard Scything 24/08/2020
I’m pleased to report that we  managed
to complete the annual  scything of the
orchard grass in a record 3 hours, on
Monday, using an Austrian scythe, a
motor scythe and strimmers.

Many thanks to the following
volunteers who turned out this morning
to help rake up the sweet smelling hay:
Maggie; Sandra and Lee; Joan and
Norman; Steve and Jon. It was lovely to
be able to catch up with each other
whilst raking in the sunshine after
being isolated for so long during the
months of lock-down.
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Food Bank - Please Donate



St Nicholas Church in Lockdown

September 2020

In March as a result of Covid 19 the doors of St Nicholas Church were temporally bolted.
We were very sad to do so, other than when building work has taken place it is believed to
be the first time in the      history of our village church. During this time Rev’d Sandra has led
virtual Sunday weekly services plus Wednesday weekly night prayers. They can be accessed
by visiting https://www.facebook.com/Little-GreatChurches-at- Home-
11099396389881.

Alison, our administrator, has sent out a weekly pew sheet enabling us to keep in contact
with what is  going on across the benefice. With Alison's support numerous phone calls
were made, letters, emails and cards sent to parishioners. Permission was obtained from
the acting Bishop of Chelmsford for Steve Middleditch to ring the bell to commemorate VE
Day. The roadside was decorated with tubs filled with red, white and blue plants. The
Grenfell Tower third anniversary was marked with the ringing of the bell, an initiative
organised by the Bishop of London.

The PCC has worked hard making St Nicholas Church, a Covid 19 safe environment. We
were delighted to hold our first service following the gradual lifting of lockdown in July. It
was a happy informal service. We have hosted two services for the benefice, taken by Rev'd
Sandra and Rev'd Neil on Sunday 16th and 30th August, respectively. Both services were
held in the church yard. The church is open every Sunday 10am-6pm, we hope to be able to
open more often in the near future and will advise you accordingly. Please do feel free to
visit St Nicholas Church. You are very welcomed to any of our services.  We would love to
see you. The last few months have presented community and personal challenges to us all.
Please remember the church community is there for you, whether you attend St Nicholas
Church or not, Rev'd Sandra, 07795 373832 and Alison our administrator 07957 228467
admin@littleandgreat.org.uk are available for you to contact should you wish to do so.

Bat project

The protective coverings for the war memorials are now completed. Due to the Covid 19
pandemic the bat walk which was planned to take place in September will not now take
place until next year, more details to follow.
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Why Does St. Nicholas Need You?
Our Annual Parochial Council Meeting (APCM) is planned for  Monday  5th

October 2020 at 7pm, in the village hall. Subject to covid restriction this
may or may not go ahead, but if it does, we hope that you will come along,
especially if you can offer some help to support St Nicholas’ Church.

Currently, we have four members of the PCC: Nigel Bevitt-Smith; who is
treasurer, Linda Nelson; secretary, Tony Towns; acting chairman and Cherry
Scott. Nigel is intending to stand down from the PCC but is prepared to
continue as treasurer. Tony and his wife Helen do much of the preparation
for services and host the visiting clergy, Cherry is a great source of local knowledge and provides advice
and guidance.

We have a group of ladies that regularly help clean the church and arrange flowers, volunteers also help
with the churchyard clearances.

The legal administration, bookings of weddings, baptism, funerals and visiting clergy is done by the
benefice administrator, Alison Bates, which is a great help, as we are now without an incumbent vicar.

All services need to be organised, this work is mainly done by Tony and Helen, who helped keep St.
Nicholas running, when there was no vicar, for over 11 years until, Revd Caroline Brown, became the new
incumbent, but they cannot carry on doing this forever, they would like to be able to take more of a back
seat!

Revd Caroline has now moved to another parish and the PCC are in the process of  working with the other
parishes to select a new incumbent. Although due to Covid 19 this is unlikely to happen any time soon and
the lack of a church warden is also a restrictive issue, but it is important, that St  Nicholas’ voice is heard
when this process resumes and for this we need some “new blood” to come forward and take up the
mantle of helping St Nicholas keep going for the benefit of us all.

I am, by a good few years, the youngest of the PCC members and some of the other members would love to
be able to hand over to a “safe pair of hands”. Ideally, we are looking for a church warden, but we would
be extremely grateful, if you would be  prepared to become a member of the PCC and help spread the
responsibility of running St Nicholas.

We know that the residents off the Chignals and Mashbury hold a great affection for St. Nicholas church.
We have a healthy (for the size of the village) regular congregation at our monthly services and at special
services the church is often full.

Our village assets, such as: the church, the chapel, the cricket ground, the “pub”, the village hall, the
green, and the orchard are precious assets that need to be supported or we risk losing them, as has
already happened with the Three Elms. Volunteering has health benefits to the volunteer, so if you could
help us and would be willing to join St   Nicholas’ PCC, please let me know or come along to the APCM

Linda Nelson Telephone 01245 442625
e-mail: linda.nelson@btinternet.com



Rhubarb Cake Recipe

Editorial
I hope you enjoy the first edition of the Chignal news since
lockdown. As I complied this edition, it struck me once
again, how lucky we are to live where we do. I am also so
impressed with everything our community has been doing
during lockdown to take care of each other and to try to
keep the functions of the community going, which includes
the parish council, St Nicholas’ church and the chapel.
Meetings of the parish council have been held via zoom
and the church CPS meetings after one zoom meeting have
been hosted in Tony and Helen’s gardens. Church services
have been held once again, even though they are outside,
the good weather has helped make them even more
memorable and meaningful.
Online deliveries  seem to be more available now, I well
remember my excitement at finally getting an online slot
from Morrisons and Waitrose. In the early days of lock-
down, I did not want to go to the shops and spent hours
trying to get a slot to no avail, luckily I had lots of frozen
food and “just in case “ cans, which have been depleted
(no more out of date cans!), but  eggs, flour, and
cat food! were in short supply. The Mashbury liveries rallied
round and we got supplies for each other, baked cakes and
other produce, which we shared round. We were also
grateful to Chris from Beadles when he started  supplying
us with eggs, that is until Mr Fox, killed some of his hens.
Luckily, Sue Fincham was able to help us out with some
eggs which saw us through until supplies improved.
With new restrictions coming in on Monday, we have to
make more adjustments just as we were starting to feel life
could start to return to “normal”. I think we are a long way

off from that and we need to take the best of our
experiences of lockdown, to improve our lives going
forward. I think the reduction in traffic, because more
people were working from home, was a good thing.  Talking
to friends and family via zoom, facetime or WhatsApp
helped everyone from being lonely when we could not meet
up and makes us all realise how important it is to keep in
touch with one another.
Teaching during lockdown was an interesting experience,
luckily, I teach computer science so it was easier for me
than in some other subjects. We are now back at school but
that is a steep learning curve for everyone, as the Covid
situation fluctuates.
The availability of food may or may not become an issue
again so please note that there is a fruit and veg man
delivering to Mashbury and Chignal every Friday.  He is
called Darren Cox and usually trades on Chelmsford high
street on a Friday and Saturday. Email:
Coxythevegman@hotmail.co.uk
Email him a list on Wednesday. He delivers Friday. He
includes a till receipt and bank details for payment. You
can pay by bank transfer if you prefer no contact or give
cash on delivery.

June McLean is also selling homemade produce (cakes,
pies and puddings from her home  (1 Israel Bungalows, Fox
Road) on Fridays from 10 am to 4 pm. Gluten free and
vegan products are available. Call June on  07784
937264, to order in advance. Delivery is free to local
addresses.
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Chignal Chapel - Recyling

Good  News

At last I have been able to arrange pick-up  for your donated bikes. The total number
reached was 17. We also received some bicycle parts. My main objective was to reach 25,
but due to lockdown everything stopped.

On 19th May, I finally made contact with Re-Cycle staff to arrange pick-up. Unfortunately,
their only van at the time broke down due to problems with the gears. Funds to repair the
van were low, however, a        volunteer came forward with his own van. After two trips he
managed to clear all the bikes and extra parts.

Thanks to the URC Chapel, at Chignal Smealy, for their help storing the bikes you donated.
Also thanks to our preacher John De Lacey, for his help collecting the bikes. Without the
community rallying around for this project, this would not have been possible.

A great big “Thank You” to you all. Just for information, the first choice for the bikes to go to
is Zambia. If this is not possible the second choice will be Ghana.

Sylvia

P.s. If anybody knows of an e-bike they might sell me, please could they call me on 07935
963989
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Some lovely fruit is now ready for collection from the table in the orchard. Take a look at the attached
photo to see how inviting it looks. Please take your own bags to collect it.

On the tray at the front is some Pearl apples. Described as handsome, lightly aromatic, Sweet and crisp,
can be chewy, it is
a cross between Worcester Pearmain and Rival. Introduced in 1938. One of a series named after
semi-precious stones. Ours are quite small and can be eaten in the next few weeks.

In the basket are a lovely crop of Braintree Seedling which have very little insect damage this year. In-
tense sweet rich aromatic flavour with a hint of pineapple. Quite firm, cream flesh. If you can manage it,
try storing some in a plastic bag with a couple of holes punched in and keep in the fridge as these are
best eaten in December or January.

At the back are two trays of quinces. Leave them in a warm room for a couple of weeks to ripen before you
use them. You should become aware of a wonderful scent when they are ready. Attached are some
recipes including a new one we haven't shared before all the way from Herzegovina for you to try.

Best regards Moira and the Orchard Committee
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Dear neighbours,

In the past few years, the Community group has organised a litter pick in the village where not only do
we tidy up the village but have a chat at the same time! This year we feel that would not be appropriate
to organise an event due to the Covid situation.

Many of you already do a fantastic job of clearing rubbish near your homes. We still plan to have a
concerted effort the in the hope that the village looks great, even for a
little while! if you could perhaps go a bit further than you normally would/liaise with neighbours etc, we
could still cover most of the village. there are a couple of less populated areas in the villages, so if you
would be willing to do even more then please contact us on

 so we can co-ordinate.

If you require litter pickers, tabards and gloves please contact  for
you to collect. We ask that you place rubbish collected in your own bins. Large items found can be
reported to the flytipping team at Chelmsford City Council on 01245 606606 or online: www.
chelmsford.gov.uk

Let’s hope it’s not too long before we can meet once again for a village social occasion.



Are you called to join the PCC?

Another year has passed, which means we have come to that time again when members of the church have the opportunity to
join the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of the Chignals and Mashbury. The PCC is the church leadership team and holds the
legal responsibility for the financial affairs of the church and the maintenance of its assets (including the church building), as
well as promoting the mission of the church.

In general, the PCC meets in the evening once every 2 months to discuss various matters, enabling   members of the PCC to
be a real voice in the life, activities, and mission of the church. To become a member of the PCC you will need to be over 16
years old, be an actual communicant, and have been on the Electoral Roll of the church for at least six months. Though with
some of these criteria you could be co-opted. With some PCC experience you may consider the role of churchwarden.

We would love for the whole congregation of the Church to be represented within the PCC, so we would like to encourage  anyone who
feels a calling to become a vital part of the life and mission of the church to come forward to be nominated to join the PCC at our APCM
on Monday 5th October at 7pm at St Nicholas’ Church  (subject to Covid 19 restrictions). If you would like to discuss this  further, please
contact Tony Towns on 01245  440241

https://e-voice.org.uk/chignal-parish/parish-council/

