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We Made it! – Extract from the 

www.westbergholt.net pages

http://www.westbergholt.net/


Enshrined in CBC’s Planning Guidance



 WBNP commenced when the Parish Plan started to 
become a bit dated, around 2013

 NP replaces PP but includes Planning and Housing 
elements as required by Localism Act 2012

 Most activity from 2013-2016 was fairly low-key 
research, meetings, surveys etc. In part this was due to 
uncertainty over CBC Local Plan and no real need to 
rush into housing aspects or development areas

 Once CBC LP was going through its own formulation the 
NP “accelerated” to look in detail at development sites 
in the village and the statutory requirements needed to 
pass into Planning guidance.

 Several important building blocks

 Evidence base, data and information (2013-14)

 Defining problems and issues (2015)

 Presenting ideas and options and policies (2016)

 Consultation on Draft Plan (2017)

 Statutory Reg 14 and 16 consultation (2018/19)

 Examination (2019)

 Referendum (2019)

 Adoption (2019)

2014

2017
2019

A Few Years in the Making!



We made it 

(phew!!)

What we have achieved

• Submitted our Neighbourhood Plan to 

Colchester Borough for final checks

• Held statutory consultations on the 

final plan (Reg 16)

• Had the plan scrutinized by an 

Independent Examiner.

• Received the Examiner’s detailed 

report and incorporated the 

Examiner’s recommended changes

• Published the report

• Held the referendum

• Had the NP endorsed by CBC Full 

Council

After over 5 years of hard work the 

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan 

is almost made.

All that remains is to obtain greater 

than 50% support for the final plan 

from you the community via a local 

referendum to be held in 

September this year.

We need you to vote in the 

referendum!

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan
Steps in the process



West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan
Introduction

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

Neighbourhood Plans (NPs) were introduced by the government in 

the Localism Act 2011. They allow for communities to shape 

development in their area. Neighbourhood Plans will become part 

of the Borough, District or Unitary Local Development Plans and 

the policies contained within them will be used in the 

determination of planning applications and types of development. 

NPs can also be used to determine other priorities for the areas 

they cover. NPs are being produced all over the country with 

several elsewhere in Essex.

Our Vision

“By 2033 West Bergholt will

be a prosperous community

which has taken control of

its destiny through local

decision-making; which has

achieved a sustainable mix

of development; and where

the combination of the built

and natural environment

provides an attractive

location for residents,

businesses and visitors

alike.”



Who is producing OUR 

plan?

The plan is community-

led but affiliated to the 

Parish Council which 

acts as its sponsor. 

Members of the 

community have joined 

forces with the Parish 

Council to form a 

Steering Group.

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan
Background

What will be in our plan?

The Plan is built around the 

following eight areas:

• Village Society and Community 

Facilities; 

• Environment;

• Housing and Planning;

• Business and Commerce; 

• Sports and Recreation;

• Community Safety;

• Communications and

• Transport.

Each area of the plan is defined by 

planning policies and community 

parish policies  or proposals. The 

Plan has to be endorsed through 

planning law and accepted by you 

in a referendum before it becomes 

finalised.

Not all 

about 

housing!



Summary of Key Planning Policies

PP12 The minimum number of dwellings to 

be provided over the Neighbourhood Plan 

period will be 120.  These dwellings will be 

provided on Site A and Site B as shown on 

MAP PP12.

PP22 Development will not be permitted in 

the area shown on Map PP22 to avoid 

coalescence between West Bergholt village 

and Colchester area (see plan below).

West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan
Housing & Planning Matters

Objectives

• To support limited expansion to meet 

the identified needs of the parish.

• To involve the local community in all 

aspects of development planning 

through consultation and participation.

• To provide for a mixture of tenure type 

reflecting the housing needs of the 

community.

• To conserve and protect the existing 

character and environmental setting.
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West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan
New Development Areas

Development Areas

PP12  Sites A & B to provide at least 

120 dwellings over 15 years.  One, 

two and three bedroomed dwellings 

suitable for first time buyers and 

homes for older people or small 

families will be supported.  A mix of 

housing tenure will be expected 

including affordable housing.

PP25 The provision of a cemetery 

will also be supported adjacent to 

Site A.

PP26 The provision of sports 

facilities (team ball sports) on land 

adjacent to the Cricket Club will be 

a requirement of the developer of 

this site (Site B). 
Key Features of Development 

Areas

PP23 & PP24 Developers will be 

expected to provide on-site, or 

contribute towards, appropriate 

measures to assist walking, cycling, 

public transport use as well as other 

highway improvements.  Developers 

will specifically asked to fund the 

installation of new junctions with 

Colchester Road together with a 

new zebra crossing.



Policies



Community Ambitions



Publishing 
www.westbergholt.net/neighbourhood-plan

http://www.westbergholt.net/neighbourhoodplan


Reflections

• Takes a long time at least 3 years; need a mix of skills

• It is a Planning document so has to be written like 

one!

• Expert advice is needed

• Websites
• Planning Advisory Service (guidance)

• https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/pas-topics/neighbourhood-plans

• Neighbourhood Planning  (grants)

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/

• NALC (Advice. Policy, Good Practice)

• https://www.nalc.gov.uk/news/entry/819-good-councillors-guide-

to-neighbourhood-planning-–-designing-the-future-of-local-

communities

• RCCE(Advice)

https://www.essexrcc.org.uk/Our_work_with_Communities/Commu

nity_Led_Planning/Information_packs/Neighbourhood_Planning_Gui

de.aspx

• EALC (Advice and Good Practice)

• http://www.ealc.gov.uk/ealc-publications/

• We also used two independent Town & Country 

Planners, 

• one more of an analyst 

• the other a NP examiner. 

• Very useful for compiling the documentation 

and Challenging our policies and evidence 

bases

• Plus extensive support from CBC Planners

• Money required too but grants available (two types, 

Basic (£9,000) and Additional (£8,000)

• We secured 2 grants totaling around £5,000; 

c£2,000 PC funds added into this

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/
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https://www.nalc.gov.uk/news/entry/819-good-councillors-guide-to-neighbourhood-planning-–-designing-the-future-of-local-communities
https://www.essexrcc.org.uk/Our_work_with_Communities/Community_Led_Planning/Information_packs/Neighbourhood_Planning_Guide.aspx
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Using the Plan – Planning matters

• Defence

• Used as soon as it became a draft

• Saw off 4 PAs for

• Small development near the White Hart pub 

(Punch Taverns 10 houses)

• Planning Appeal – Public Inquiry

• Either side of the Maltings (NEEB Holdings –

40 houses and Care Home)

• Planning appeal – Written Reps

• Outskirts of the village opposite the Maltings 

(Gladmans 97 houses)

• Planning Appeal – 5 day Public Inquiry

• Attack

• Being used to help shape Planning Applications

• Three developments off Colchester Road opposite 

Treble Tile pub: aim is to get an holistic plan 

from establishing a master-planning blueprint 

covering access, landscaping, housing tenure and 

highway improvements

• Also proposed development of Treble Tile pub car 

park


