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 COLCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON:   5th September 2024 at Marks Tey Village Hall.

PRESENT: Ruth Frost (Clerk), Brian Butcher (Chairman), Robert Johnstone (Vice Chairman), Andrew Triolo (Eight Ash Green), Tracey Bloomfield (Stanway), Dan Jordan (Stanway), Martin Smith (Marks Tey), Sophie Weaver (West Mersea), John Jardine (Eight Ash Green), Barry Walsh (Wakes Colne), James Lambert (Abberton & Langenhoe), Vicky Weavers (Abberton & Langenhoe)

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES: Mick Mead, Maggie Holmes, and John Gili-Ross

2. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON: 13th June 2024.
All in favour of accepting these minutes as a true record. Proposed and signed by Brian Butcher.

3. GUEST SPEAKER
Jane Gardner, Deputy Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner

Police (brief summary of Jane’s talk)
Jane has stated that the Police force is now bigger than it has ever been with more officers training. They have funding available so that they can have more officers making a visible presence and deterring Anti-Social behaviour.
Essex is the first County to have a Violence and Vulnerability policy so that they can lower knife crime and stop gang crime.
Crime is down 6.5%.
A new local policing policy is now in the planning and this has been anticipated to be signed off in October 2025.
The plan is to focus on prevention and drive down Antisocial behaviour, Domestic Abuse, burglary and to increase a visible presence.
They also plan on further education to reduce crime.
Funding is also available for groups that aim to reduce crime and continue supporting the victims of crime.

Q – How are you going to increase the presence of police and how can you support the rural communities with drug problems?
Essex Police are recruiting more officers, and they also have a dedicated team to increase Special Constables for your community. Most special constables have applied for full-time positions so there are fewer at present.
Safer Streets Fund has helped. There is a Community Safety development fund that may help local groups with youth engagement and youth outreach programs.
With Domestic Abuse, officers are having annual training and they are increasing the awareness of coercion.

Q Anti-Social behaviour – has the definition changed
Children cycling on pavements has become a problem as they are not segregated so pedestrians and cyclists are using the same pavement. Jane to discuss this internally.

Q. Essex Police and Mental Health.
A. They now have a triage car that can attend incidents which a Mental Health practitioner can assess and then send them to the correct agency for help. This helps to reduce time.


Fire
A new recruitment program is in place for retained and part-time fireman.
They are also increasing home fire safety checks, and also complete regular inspections on buildings.
The fire brigade does have enforcement roles where they can work together to make a building safer or eventually shut down.
They are also working with other services to make sure that the vulnerable are protected.
Any savings that are made are also re-invested back into the service.
They are also increasing visits to schools to educate children on fire safety.
They are looking at reducing their Carbon footprint and having more diverse fire Stations.

Q. Can the police streamline paperwork?
A. We are investing in technology to reduce tasks, time, and money.

Q. New Houses in rural areas.
A. We would like to become statutory consultees for this and we are lobbying the government.

4. Information Sharing.
Noted letter sent to CCC after last meeting re-grass verge cutting and response seen by all.
Positive discussion/feedback from the night before’s CCC planning meeting.
NPPF consolation being considered, noting 25% in CCC’s housing commitment.
N G pylon consultations send by affected P C’s



With regards to Cycle paths, footpaths, walkways, and pavements.
Essex Highways stated that since 2019, any new pathways that are built will not be segregated.
Code of Conduct training – this needs to be chased as CALC members have not heard anything.
Mark Platt – Deputy Cabinet Member for Highways has additional money for hedge and verges. Instead of 6ft verges, they will be increased to 8ft, however, there has been no consideration for the clearing of Green Waste.

5.	West Bergholt has a new cycling initiative to encourage people of all ages to get active and to think about their carbon footprint.
	So far 23 people are taking part.  British Cycling is involved 
The cycleway at the Northern Approach has access to bikes for school-age children to be involved and learn to ride safely.

6. To receive reports.
a) Local Highways Panel Rep – Due to meet 2nd October 2024. A petition for traffic calming is underway at West Bergholt, to be presented to ECC
Abberton and Langenhoe trying to get 20’s Plenty policy adopted.
b) EALC executive rep - 	A new version of the Highways devolution plan is under consideration.
CIF applications end in October 2024.
EALC AGM and award ceremony 26th September 2024.
97% of council’s are EALC members.
c) Governance Board rep – nothing to report.
d) Treasurer's report
		To authorise the payment of £225.00 to Ruth Frost
		(1 meeting – 5th September 2024)
		To authorise the payment of £38.40 to Marks Tey Village Hall
		(1 meeting - 5th September 2024)
		All in favour of both – proposed Brian Butcher

	7.	To undertake the annual review of the Associations Constitution.
		This will now take place 5th December 2024.

8. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 

The attendees were asked if the next meeting should be by Zoom as scheduled or face to face, being advised that doing so would cost CALC an additional hall hire and clerk’s travel expenses. All agreed that meeting face-to-face and being able to discuss items of interest and concern with other councillors was far more beneficial than doing so by Zoom. A vote was called and all voted in favour of the December meeting being held face-to-face.

Date –  5th December 2024
Location – Marks Tey Village Hall 
Time – 7pm
Guest speakers – 20’s Plenty – to be advised (also discussed David King at CCC and Mark Platt at ECC)


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.09 pm and thanked everyone for attending and providing valuable feedback.


Signed……………………………………………………………….……………….      Date
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