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 COLCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON:   13th June 2024 at Marks Tey Village Hall

PRESENT: 
Ruth Frost (Clerk)				Cllr Brian Butcher (Chair) – West Bergholt PC
Teresa Baines – Stanway PC			Tracey Bloomfield – Stanway PC
John Gili-Ross – West Bergholt PC		Mick Mead – Gt Horkesley PC
Andrew Triolo – Eight Ash Green PC		Sue Allen-Shepherd – Tiptree PC
Robert Johnstone – Myland CC		Anne Hughes – Layer de la Haye PC
Martin Smith – Marks Tey PC		John Jardine – Eight Ash Green PC
Dan Jordon – Stanway PC			James Lambert – Abberton & Langenhoe PC
Vicky Weavers – Abberton & Langenhoe PC

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 
Boxted PC
Fingringhoe PC
West Mersea PC

2. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON: 7th March 2024
Proposed Cllr Butcher.  Seconded, all in Favour.
Cllr Butcher signed the minutes as a true record.

3. MEETING TOPICS & GUEST SPEAKER – 
Karen Syrett – Joint head of Planning, Colchester City Council
Karen thanked everyone for the invite and said she had various topics to discuss, a brief summary of which follows:

The Local Plan is a statutory requirement, and it is important to have the local plan in place so that it can guide the developer and consider each council's assets.
The Local Plan is renewed every 5 years, the new plan is to be completed by February 2026, however, Colchester CC aims to have the new Local Plan in place by June 2025.
Unfortunately, developers took advantage of Tiptree due to the slow processing of the Neighbourhood Plan. Colchester CC hopes to stop things like this from happening again.
National Housing policy has been set by National Policy (1043 Houses). The only way that this figure can be changed is by showing exceptional circumstances.
This means that in 15 years we will have to have grown by 15,000 houses. Some of these have already been secured.


S106 verses CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy)
At present Colchester City Council is still using S106 but is in discussions to change to CIL. They hadn’t changed because CIL doesn’t consider affordable housing, except for major developments, and this was a priority for Colchester CC.

Q) Why is Colchester not using CIL
A) Colchester CC was a frontrunner but found that another council submitted for CIL and was told it undermines affordable housing. The charge comparison was too low CIL versus S106.

Q) Are Tiptree PC called-for sites still valid?
A) Yes – local knowledge is definitely needed.

Q) S106 What is the contribution that goes towards Highways, and affordable housing?
A) A meeting is held every 2 weeks with ECC to discuss developments of 10 or more. This is so they can discuss what contributions are being set by Colchester CC, re Open Spaces, Sustainable transport, affordable housing, CCTV, public realm, etc.

Q) S106 – Can this help older village halls to stop them from closing.?
A) S106 cannot be used for maintenance but you may be able to be a little creative via other funding streams. e.g. staying open longer so that more people can access the facilities.

Q) Great Horkesley PC is concerned regarding the Pylons coming through the Village.
A) Noted, being dealt with by James Ryan, but a new policy has been developed to make defending such proposals easier in the future.

Q) 75 Houses have been built, who can I talk to regarding certain decisions that are not followed through?
A) If it relates to Highways, your queries must be directed towards Essex County Council if it relates to enforcement then Colchester CC.

Q) Are all enforcements successful?
A) Some enforcements can take years to rectify, unfortunately, some laws governing enforcement are not very helpful, but CCC pursuit rate is high.

Q) Road adoption. Bellway & Highway discussions with ECC legal team. The road was laid and guaranteed for 12 months – when will the road get adopted? New road flooded.  Should adopting the road be in place beforehand.?
A) Such agreements are usually in place separate from S106, suggest asking Essex CC.

Q) Recycling – Wormingford – Who monitors the movement of traffic, a larger number of usage, and times?
A) Waste is Essex CC however if planning is through Colchester CC Planning it will be down to Colchester CC.


Q) Would you ask them to self-regulate?
A) Yes we can, Karen will investigate and advise EAG and WB, both parishes being affected.

Q) Call for sites, why do we need these houses? 60% from London or it is for locals and others.?
A) Extra demands, people are living longer and a lot more people are living on their own nowadays. More refugees and Asylum Seekers.

Q) Local Plans & Alms Houses – Stanway PC always seems to hit a brick wall. Why it is refused?
A) Karen will investigate and report back to Stanway PC. Could always try the Rural exception site route.

Q) Alms Houses – West Mersea
A) Allocated as a doctor's surgery which was not taken up so now part of Alms Houses.

Q) When a developer buys some land do they have to declare this to Colchester City Council?
A) No.

4. a) Election of Chair			Brian Butcher
proposed Robert Johnstone	Seconded, all in favour.

    b) Election of Vice Chair		Robert Johnstone
Proposed Brian Butcher		Seconded, all in favour

    c) Elect EALC Executive Committee representatives	John Gili-Ross
	proposed Brian Butcher					Seconded, all in favour
									Brian Butcher
	Proposed John Gili-Ross					Seconded, all in favour

    d) Elect LHP representative		Sue Allen-Shepherd
	proposed Robert Johnstone	Seconded, all in favour
						Robert Johnstone
	Proposed John Gili-Ross 		Seconded, all in favour

    e) Elect Governance Committee representative	Brian Butcher
	Proposed John Jardine				Seconded, all in favour










5. To receive reports from:
	a) Clerk/Treasurer – 
Balance of account as of 18th April 2024.	£1,133.46 in the account.

	b) Local Highways Panel rep –
	Sue and Robert to attend a meeting on 18th June 2024.
Funds are still available, however there are several schemes still awaiting decisions.

	
c) Governance and Audit Committee rep – 
	No Meeting has taken place.
.
	d) EALC executive reps –
Highways devolution meeting has been held and we are awaiting news regarding this.
	Training bursary is available and you can claim up to 75% back.
EALC AGM will be held at the Colchester Football Stadium on 26th September 2024.
New Finance courses are coming out soon.
EALC answered 231 member's queries.
See attached summary

6.To authorise the payment of £225.00 to Ruth Frost (1 meeting,13th June ’24)
   To authorise payment to Marks Tey Village Hall. £38.40
Proposed by Brian Butcher, Seconded, all in favour.

7. Discussion and agreement on an annual subscription (currently £35) for 2024/25
Proposed by Brian Butcher that the annual subscription stays the same at £35.00.
Seconded, all in favour.

8. Information Sharing: An opportunity to share and discuss information and issues relevant to CCC’s Town & Parish Councils, a summary:

Robert Johnstone shared that the Essex cycle strategy is available on the ECC website.
John Jardine asked about changing to .gov.uk websites, have to use an approved vendor.
EAG asked about their trial communications database, they are trialling action tracker, is anyone else using something similar, suggested OneDrive, WhatsApp, and Slack.
Sue Allen-Shepherd asked about speedwatch which was difficult to set up. True cam can be used but requires a PCSO to organise it and all operators need to be uniformed and are required to go to court if necessary.
Teresa Baines asked about Anti Social Behaviour – groups on bikes. Youth engagement and a drop in café are being implemented in WB.
John Gili-Ross asked about grass cutting. Colchester City Council gets paid for doing this, but it is not happening. Agreed Brian to write a letter from CALC to Colchester City Council and ask why this is not happening.
A risk assessment is also going to be asked for, noting NO MOW MAY.

 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 
Date – 			5th September 2024
Location – 		Marks Tey Village Hall
Time – 			7pm
Guest speakers 	Jane Gardener deputy PFCC to be invited and a representative from 20’s Plenty

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm and thanked everyone for attending and providing valuable feedback.


Signed……………………………………………………………….……………….      Date………………………………….


CALC clerk – Ruth Frost- Telephone – 07799 623 529
e-mail – calc.clerk@gmail.com   
Postal address  - 102 Stourview Ave, Mistley, Essex, CO11 1UF
Chairman – Brian Butcher Telephone - 07836 348955 
e-mail – cllr.butcher@westbergholt-pc.gov.uk

Thanks for inviting me to the meeting last week, I hope you and your colleagues found it worthwhile.
 
I had a couple of actions and can report back as follows;
1. Rosemary Almshouses, Stanway - we've finally received a revised access plan and we are now waiting on revised elevations and an update of all the submitted reports/surveys etc - so essentially starting again. They seem to have a new agent/contact and she said that they aim to get this moving again with all of the resubmissions in early summer. Fingers crossed we can get on and determine it.
2. CSH – earlier in the year CCC received an enforcement complaint. We delt with the solar panelling but the issue concerning hours of operation was passed to Essex CC as they set the condition as part of ESS/09/18/COL (an application they dealt with). They confirmed to us that they would look into it and conduct some unannounced monitoring.  If Councillors wish to follow up they should contact the Planning Enforcement Team, County Planning Service, Telephone: 03330 322837.
 
I would be grateful if you could share these comments with relevant parish councils.
 
Thanks,
Karen Syrett  -  Joint Head of Planning, Colchester City Council
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