
BURRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on MONDAY 23rd MARCH 2015 in the Parish Room, 
Burrington 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Mr. Paul Keel          (PK) Chairman 
    Mrs. Frances Wilson (FW) Vice Chair 
    Mr. John Rhodes (JR) 
    Mr. Richard Dors (RDors) 
 
Also Present:    
Mrs. Teresa Martin (TM) Clerk       
Mr. Mark Hughes (MH) Head of Housing (Liaison Officer) NSC   
Mrs. Elizabeth Wells (EW) District Councillor      
PCSO Pen Gatenby, PCSO Marie Broomfield, PCSO Julie Burchell      
Mr. Andy Mallender, AONB       
 
Parishioners   
Mr. R Shapland  Mr. & Mrs. McLennen Craig & Paul Husher Mr. & Mrs. Tranter  
Mr. & Mrs Kerly  Mr. M Thomas  Mr. R Taylor  Ms A Benoy 
Mr. H Jackson  Mr. & Mrs. Taylor Mrs. M Keel   
 
          
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr. Roger Daniels 
Mr. Stephen Hales, Parish Councils Airports Association (PCAA)  
Mr. Stephen Edwards, Traffic Management Through Villages (TMTV)  
Mr. Jeff Shipway (JS) North Somerset Council   
Miss Kathie Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Essex 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, and asked for a moments reflection to remember 
Christopher Marsden-Smedley who passed away recently.  A Thanks Giving service is to be held in 
Burrington Church on the 11th April at 12 noon. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Comment was made regarding quad bikes and motor bikes driving too fast through Ham Link and the village 
and the question asked as to what we can do to prevent this.  PCSO Pen Gatenby advised that if the 
vehicles have road tax they are entitled to use the roads but could be challenged under Section 59 for driving 
in a dangerous and anti social way.  She asked that parishioners took note of bike numbers etc and contact 
the police when necessary. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING held on 7th April 2014 were approved by the Councillors and  
signed by the Chairman. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
These were historic and have been dealt with. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
In addition to the published report already circulated, the Chairman added the following updates: 
 
The Parish Council has now taken over total liability for Burrington Combe toilets.  We are to receive a grant 
of £8,000 which will be kept in reserve to use if the building is to be destroyed.  The Chairman thanked Andy 
Mallender of the AONB for his efforts in securing donations to help keep the toilets open, and Sir David Wills 
the landowner.  He also thanked the Husher family for their hard work in cleaning and maintaining the toilets 
to a high standard and mentioned two letters that had been left in the safe post box offering thanks for 
keeping the toilets open and for the high standard of cleanliness.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Chairman gave thanks to:  
Alan Green for his work as Village Orderly; Jeff Martin for keeping the burial ground up to a high standard;  
PC Ray Bradley for regularly attending Council meetings, and wished him good luck in his retirement; Mark 
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Hughes (NSC) also a regular attendee, who acts as our liaison officer with NSC putting us in touch with the 
right department and chasing answers for us; Teresa Martin for looking after the Councillors;  Cllr Liz Wells 
for keeping us informed of issues affecting our area; Jeff Shipway our Area Contact with NSC, who is 
available 24/7 to assist with any problems; fellow Councillors for their time and commitment to the role; 
Stephen Edwards & Stephen Hale for keeping us informed on matters concerning the TMTV and PCAA;  
Martin Kerly for his work on the Rickford Residents Association;  Bob Shapland, for auditing the books; and a 
thank you to the local residents who regularly attend Parish Council meetings. 

 
Maintenance of the Churchyard continues to be undertaken by contractors - Dignity - and this is working 
well.  The Parish Council will continue to monitor. 

 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
To encourage more people to recycle properly, North Somerset Council are introducing a reward scheme.  
More information to follow. 
 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 
- NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL 
Mark Hughes, who acts as our Liaison Officer within NSC, gave an update on local issues over the last year.  
The biggest challenge for NSC continues to be the cut in funding and how to ‘do more with less’.   One of 
their current priorities is to help older people to live independently through a project called ‘re-ablement’.  
Results are showing that at least half who go through this scheme end up needing reduced or no care at all.  
Road improvement plans for the next five years have a budget of £40m.  Yanley viaduct project completed 
along with works to reduced congestion in Weston.  New affordable housing in Winford is now available 
 
- AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY (AONB) 
The Chairman welcomed Andy Mallender to the meeting.  Andy advised that they have been focussing on 
improvements to Burrington Common as this is the main gateway to the Mendips.  They are producing 
posters that they will display on oak plinths to be installed on the Common when weather permits.  They 
have secured a grant of £23,000 from Natural England Society and are hopeful that £80,000 will come from 
English Heritage.  The ‘Visitors guide to Chew Valley’ is being revamped and this will take in Blagdon Lake 
and the Southern side of Dundry Hill also.  Litter and dog fouling on the common is increasing and NSC were 
thanked for the recent ‘litter pick’ that took place in Burrington Combe, allowing AONB volunteers to tackle a 
different area.  It was noted that when not walking on a ‘right of way’ dogs should be kept on a lead. 
 
- TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT THROUGH VILLAGES (TMTV) 
Stephen Edwards had offered his apologies and the Chairman read out his report on the activities of TMTV.  
The new South Bristol Ring Road construction is imminent and this will be linked to the Primary Route 
Network of the UK which will ease the strain on the A368 through Banwell, Sandford and Churchill.  The 
work of the TMTV has been completed for the foreseeable future, however once the South Bristol Link Road 
is complete there may be a a need to reform a Group for the benefit of villages along the A368. 
 
- PARISH COUNCILS AIRPORT ASSOCIATION (PCAA) 
Stephen Hale sent apologies saying he had nothing of relevance to add until the results of the General 
Election are known.  He advised that Cardiff airport is owned by the Welsh Government and Bristol  
International Airport currently take over 800,000 passengers from South Wales.  However, there is likely to 
be a lot more competition from Cardiff airport which will mean that our passenger numbers will not be quite 
as high as anticipated. 
 
- WEDMORE CHARITIES 
Frances Wilson advised that there is £13,668.88 in the accounts of Wedmore Charities which unfortunately 
is earning little interest at this time.  However, the Charity still manages to give a donation to those who have 
lost a partner during the year - 5 people received £20 last year. 
 
 
 
 
- CONSERVATORS 
The Chairman advised that goats, cattle and ponies are grazing on the Common as part of land 
management.  Parishioners were asked to close any gate they find open to prevent the animals wandering 
onto the highway.  Sir David Wills, the land owner, will be cutting down more areas of trees clearing the old 
fort land. 
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POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Gatenby introduced herself and Marie Broomfield and advised that effective 30th March there would 
no longer be neighbourhood teams as local officers would be aligned to response teams covering an area 
from Blagdon to Puxton.  In view of the reduced number of officers in the area any request for cover at 
Fetes/local events should be submitted as soon as possible to ensure a police presence.  To contact the 
police the 999 number should be used in emergencies, otherwise the 101 number should be used.  The 
PCSOs will be issued with mobile phones and we will be advised of numbers when these are to hand.  The 
beat area number for our Parish is 007 !  When asked what the statistics for crime were over the past year, 
PCSO Gatenby advised that the main problem is cows on the road!  There has been very little crime in 
Burrington, but it was noted that there has been a spate of car windscreens being smashed in outlying areas 
and emails to neighbourhood watch members have been sent asking for people to report any incidents. 
 
ACCOUNTS 2014/15 
The draft accounts had been printed in the Annual Newsletter and were displayed on the screen.  There 
were no questions from the public.  The accounts were proposed by Frances Wilson and seconded by John 
Rhodes.  The ‘final’ year end accounts will be prepared for, and approved at, the next Parish Council 
Meeting. 
 
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE NORTH SOMERSET 
Another title for ‘Emergency Planning’!  This is a national program asking local volunteers to help deal with 
local emergencies.  A couple of meetings with volunteers have been held and ideas discussed on the way 
forward and it is felt that our approach would be more along the lines of ‘good neighbours’. Ian WIlson from 
NSC has advised to take matters slowly.  It is hoped that many residents will be happy to complete the 
information form enclosed with the Annual Newsletter which will give us an idea of those needing assistance  
in the parish.  All information will be registered and stored in a confidential manner.  Martin Kerly suggested 
that we nominate a few people to be the point of contact who will have local knowledge of their immediate 
areas and can then liaise with emergency services as necessary. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The problem of dog fouling has been raised in a couple of letters received recently and it was suggested that 
more posters be placed along the lane and in the village.  A suggest was made that a litter bin be provided in 
the village but this would need to be emptied regularly and the cost would be prohibitive. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.45 pm to be followed by a Parish Council 
Meeting. 
 


