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BURRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on MONDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2011 in The 
Parish Room, Burrington. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Mr Paul Keel (PK) 
    Mrs Frances Wilson (FW) 
    Mr Roger Daniels (RD)) 

Mr John Rhodes (JR) 
 
Also present District Councillor Liz Wells, Mr Richard Dors, Mr Martin Kerly, Mrs Green, 

Mrs J Forrest, Mr Mark Hughes (North Somerset Council), Mrs Louisa Purcell 
(Clerk) 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Pc Ray Bradley, Mr and Mrs Simpson 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

a)  Mr Kerly asked if a representative of Burrington Parish Council would be able to attend the meetings 
of the Rickford Community Association, of which he is Chair.  The next meeting is on 21 September 
and PK agreed to attend. 

b) Diamond Jubilee in 2012 – Rickford would like to do something to mark this occasion and Mr Kerly 
asked if there is a way to get people together to discuss possible events, and to avoid clashes.  PK 
suggested a meeting later in the year, calling various representatives together to meet in the hall to 
discuss options.  It was agreed that PK would arrange this later in 2011. 

c) Speed limits and traffic management in Burrington Combe – see item under Matters Arising below. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING held on 27 June 2011. 
These were approved by Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 

1 Speed limits and traffic calming through Burrington Combe: a meeting of councillors, PC Bradley 
and John Painter of NSC has been held recently, and there are likely to be incremental 
improvements to the situation.  Surface dressing of this road has been carried out, and road 
markings will be replaced when the weather is suitable.  There will be wider markings around the 
bends, more “Slow” signs with yellow strips to highlight them, and defective “cats’ eyes” will be 
replaced.  The solar-powered sign will be reinstalled; the location of this was queried, but John 
Painter has checked and according to the manufacturers it is in the correct place.  It was stressed 
that it should be activated at an appropriate speed ie lower than previously.  A design process is 
underway for chevrons and signage at the bend.  It is suggested that we let these things be done 
first and then review the situation, with a follow-up meeting to be arranged with NSC.  There is 
still general concern about the road (for instance, at the end of the Combe road junction) and 
about signage in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, but it was agreed to review the situation 
in approx. 6 months, with the parish council hosting a meeting of interested parties.  Thanks to 
PC Bradley for attending this meeting. 

 
POLICE REPORT 
There was no report as PC Bradley is away. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Councillor Wells had spoken with Frank Cox at NSC but he had not seen the letter sent to NSC by Burrington 
Parish Council regarding surface dressing.  The Clerk had submitted this to Streets and Open Spaces for 
them to forward to the correct person, but another copy would be sent to Frank Cox. 
 
NSC LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT 
Mark Hughes gave updates on a number of areas.  Budget pressures for NSC were noted.  The medium term 
financial plan, which is currently being consulted on, will show a 32% decrease over the four year period.  
NSC is trying to redesign services to mitigate spending reductions as far as possible. In addition, the Draft 
Corporate Plan outlines priorities for the next four years and comments are welcomed.  Mark will send hard 
copies of the summary document to the councillors.  As we have made comments previously, the parish 
council will meet to agree a response; RD will draft comments initially.   
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Housing Strategy – a consultation will begin shortly.  If the councillors would like to know more about Rural 
Affordable Housing, someone from the team can come to a parish council meeting.  
 
JR indicated that the reporting system with Streets and Open Spaces generates a log number but does not 
indicate what is being reported, so it can be difficult to keep track.  Mark will investigate. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1 CPRE Avonside meeting on 14
 
October – noted and information to be circulated. 

2 Launch of Tree Wardens on 10 September – noted.  It was agreed that Burrington parish would 
wait to see how the project develops and will perhaps share a warden with another parish. 

3 ALCA AGM on 13 October – noted and information to be circulated. 
4 Avon & Somerset Police – report and awards – it was agreed that the Clerk would nominate PC 

Bradley for a Customer Service award.  Report to be circulated. 
5 PCAA re Developing a Sustainable Framework for UK aviation – to be circulated and a response 

collated by 20 October. 
6 Notes from Rural Patient Partnership meeting held on 14 July – the notes will be circulated.  It 

was noted that this group may disappear due to changes in the Health Service.  Community 
Wards seem to be successful and Burrington is in the Strawberry Line Ward. 

PLANNING 
 
11/P/1485/F – Primrose Cottage, Ham Link, Burrington – erection of car port.  The plans were discussed and 
there were no comments. 
 
11/P/1525/F – Ellick House, Burrington Combe – creation of annexe.  The plans were discussed and there 
were no objections.  It was suggested that the Planning Dept check the location of the proposed new garage 
access, and that the annexe should be treated as part of the main house and not sold as a separate dwelling. 
 
BURIAL GROUND/CHURCHYARD 
 
The Chairman signed the Exclusive Right of Burial (ERB) for Dorothy Maggs.  The memorial inscription for Mr 
Geoffrey Edwards was agreed. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Mr Marsden-Smedley to thank him for the work he has done in 
moving the gravestones and getting them re-erected.  It was noted that he has put a lot of effort into this 
project to maintain the character of the churchyard.   
 
It was agreed that if any memorials need to be re-erected in the future, this should only be done by a qualified 
Monumental Mason. 
 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      
        £ 

HM Revenue & Customers (PAYE)       90.00 
Clerk’s expenses           83.66 
Mazars (external auditors)      144.00 
Paul Husher                  260.00 
Stan Croker (village orderly)      348.00 
         925.66 

Already paid  
  Paul Husher       130.00 

       1,055.66 
 
Accounts proposed by PK, seconded by FW 
 
ACCOUNTS FOR 2010/11 
It was agreed that the notice of completion of the external audit would be displayed in the church porch and on 
the noticeboard. 
 
PARISH PLANS, NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE 
RD continues to work on the website.  We do have statistics showing usage etc. 
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Mapping – we are registered with the Public Sector Mapping agreement, but it would be useful to subscribe to 
Parish Online, as this has more functionality and the subscription is cheap.  JR proposed, RD seconded that 
the parish council register for Parish Online, and having been agreed, RD will take this forward. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

1 Access by oil tanker in Rickford Rise – after some discussion, it was agreed that this matter 
should be left between the oil company and the customers. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
Monday, 7 November 2011 at 7.30 pm.   
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm 


