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BURRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on MONDAY, 30 MARCH 2009 in the Parish 
Room, Burrington 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs Frances Wilson  Chairman 
    Mr Paul Keel 
    Mrs Colette Davidson 
    Mr Stephen Hale 
 
Also present Mrs Elizabeth Wells, District Councillor, PC Ray Bradley,  

Mr R Shapland, Mr A Light, Mr and Mrs C Marsden-Smedley, Mr and 
Mrs R Taylor 

    Mrs Louisa Purcell (Clerk) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr Stuart Palmer, North Somerset Liaison Officer 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

a) Mr Light raised some concerns about the plans for the development of the Parish Room 
(relating to access and where smokers would stand outside the building).  He was 
encouraged to raise his concerns by writing to North Somerset Council Planning Dept and 
he also agreed to speak with the Trustees of the Parish Room. 

 
b) Mr Marsden-Smedley asked about the planning application for the former Burrington 

Combe Garden Centre.  It was noted that the application has been withdrawn but 
councillors advised that they had raised the issue of car parking inside the garden centre 
with North Somerset Council.  It was noted that the car park adjacent to the garden centre 
was used by the school in their Walk to School programme.   

 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
These were agreed and signed. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
None 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman gave her report for the year outlining the activities of the Parish Councillors in 
attending meetings with various organizations.  Road repairs had been carried out in Lower 
Langford and work had been done to deal with flooding issues in Lower Langford, Rushway and at 
the top of Ashey Lane.  It was noted that further work needed to be carried out.  Councillors had 
met with North Somerset Council to discuss the retaining wall in Blackmoor and rather than 
introducing a culvert, the wall would now be repaired, which is more in keeping with a rural 
landscape.  The telephone box in Burrington Village square had also been saved as an asset in an 
area where mobile reception can be poor and as an integral feature of the character of the square.  
The parish council had written in support of the trial weight restriction on the A368 and the B3130. 
 
The Churchyard and Burial Ground had been maintained and footpaths cut back as required, 
including Stocking Lane in Rickford, and thanks were given to Mr Croker, Mr Neads, Mr Marshall 
and Mr Husher for their work.  North Somerset Council quickly repaired the topping stones on the 
churchyard wall when they became loose. 
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Councillors have attended meetings with North Somerset Council, Avon Local Councils 
Association (ALCA), Bristol International Airport as well as Planning Meetings.  Last November, the 
parish council organized an open evening for the parish which was well-attended and deemed a 
success.  It was felt that a parish website would be a great asset and hopefully this will be set up in 
the coming months. 
 
The Chairman thanked all those who had been involved in caring for the Parish for their hard work.  
It was noted that the Senior Mendip Warden, Mr Les Davies, retires at the end of the month and he 
has been of great assistance to the parish for many years and we wish him a happy retirement. 
She particularly thanked District Councillor Liz Wells, Stuart Palmer, Liaison Officer NSC, and 
auditor Bob Shapland.  It was noted that Stuart Palmer is leaving his post in North Somerset and 
moving to Plymouth and the clerk agreed to write to him expressing thanks for his support to the 
parish.  PC Ray Bradley and Michelle Barrett, Police Community Support Officer were thanked for 
their support during the year.  Finally, the Chairman thanked her fellow Councillors and the Clerk. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
PC Ray Bradley gave his annual police report.  The crime figures for Burrington Parish had gone 
down from 19 to 14 incidents in the year 2008/09 and overall in the area covered by PC Bradley 
(Blagdon, Butcombe, Burrington and Churchill) there was an 18% fall in crime.  Most incidents in 
this area were thefts from motor vehicles and theft from outbuildings.  Only two offences were 
recorded as dwelling burglaries, and there has been no violent crime apart from an incident in 
Churchill School which resulted in ABH.  PC Bradley and Police Support Officer Michele Barratt 
continue to attend local group meetings and are involved in crime reduction initiatives such as 
Horsewatch and property marking using Smart Water.  PC Bradley thanked local residents for their 
support. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Councillor Liz Wells gave her report for the year outlining the work she does for various 
committees such as the South Area Committee for planning, the Health Scrutiny Panel and the 
Child and Young People Panel.  It was noted that Liz will be taking over as Chair of the South Area 
Planning Committee from May.  She has also looked into the issues involved in the trial weight 
restriction on the A368/B3130 and problems with flooding in Lower Langford at the Langford Inn.  
Liz gave an update on the situation at the Mushroom Farm which is being used for airport parking.  
The operators have launched an appeal and a case will be heard at the High Court in due course.  
In the meantime, until the case has been heard, the parking will continue to operate. 
 
OTHER REPORTS 
 
CONSERVATORS 
Paul Keel reported that the management plan for Burrington Combe was ongoing with cattle, 
ponies and goats grazing the hill and the bracken harvested. 
 
BURRINGTON CHURCHYARD 
The Chairman thanked Mr Marsden-Smedley for the work he has done regarding the reinstatement 
of tombstones toppled by NSC topple tests.  He has put forward a scheme to the Parochial Church 
Council whereby stones could be put up against the wall and the families of the graves involved do 
not object to this proposal.  The majority of the graves affected were from pre-1920 and only three 
are from the last fifty years.  It is believed that this practical proposal could be implemented by 
NSC. 
 
PARISH ROOM 
Colette Davidson reported that plans had been submitted to allow for disabled access to the parish 
room as well as male and female cloakrooms being provided near the entrance.  This will also 
provide some extra storage facilities and an archive storage area.  The plans are currently with 
North Somerset Council.  



3 

WEDMORE CHARITY 
 
Colette Davidson reported that the work of the charity continued with gifts being made to retired 
parishioners at Christmas, funded by the interest accrued.  The charity has been in operation since 
1602 and 54 gifts of £10.00 were made during 2008/09.  Eligible recipients are retired men and 
women (aged 65 or 60 years respectively) who have lived in the parish for at least a year.  It is 
suggested that if recipients do not wish to keep the gift they can donate it to a charity of their 
choice.  Trustees of the Wedmore Charity are Mr Paul Keel, Mrs Frances Wilson and Mr Stephen 
Plumley and Mrs Colette Davidson is the Clerk. 
 
PARISH COUNCILS AIRPORTS ASSOCIATION (PCAA) 
Stephen Hale reported on Bristol Airport’s expansion plans.  He has written to NSC to raise 
specific questions regarding the impact of the airport on the environment in terms of noise, traffic 
congestion and air quality.  He is awaiting their reply.  The planning application is being submitted 
in April and the timescales for responses are very tight, given the research which needs to be 
carried out.  It is believed that the airport will be aggressively marketed if the planning application is 
approved. 
 
ACCOUNTS 2008/09 
Copies of the Draft Accounts were circulated – proposed Paul Keel, seconded Colette Davidson.  It 
was noted that payments are outstanding to Mr Gary Neads and Mr Marshall (both awaiting 
invoices).  The Final Accounts will be prepared for the next Parish Council Meeting. 
 
There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.45 pm to be followed by a Parish 
Council Meeting. 
 
 


