
 BURRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Applegarth, Rickford Rise, Burrington, North Somerset BS40 7AN 
 Tel: 01761 462 373  E.mail  

 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 14th September 2020 by Zoom Conferencing due to Covid19 

 
Attendees: 
Mr. Paul Keel (Chair) (PK)    Mr. Craig Husher (CH)    
Mrs. Helen Jackson (HJ)     
Mr. Richard Dors (RDors) 
Mr. Mark Northcott (MN) 
Mrs. Teresa Martin (Clerk) (TM) 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mark Northcott to his first meeting as Councillor. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence -  
 Mr. Roger Daniels, Mr. Mark Hughes, PCSO Julie Berchall, Mr. Patrick Keating 
 
2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th July 2020 were approved by Councillors and  were signed 
by the Clerk on behalf of the Chairman, who will endorse when lockdown restrictions are relaxed.  The Minutes have been 
displayed on the Website and Notice Boards. 
 
3. Questions from the Public -  CH raised the problem of blocked drains in Burrington village.  PK has spoken to 
NSC on the matter and we will follow this up with a letter from the Clerk. 
 
4. Matters Arising: 
 
4.1   New Local Plan 2035 -  RD has submitted general comments online and they can be viewed on the Parish 
Council website.  A further consultation ‘Choices’ will take place later this year.   Government’s Proposed changes to the 
current planning system may have a major influence on the Local Plan.  RD has asked for more attention to transport plans 
and suggested a simple, interim plan to ensure five-year supply of housing land and avoid planning by appeal which has 
dominated planning decisions in North Somerset in recent years. 
  
4.2.  Kissing Gate Modifications - RDors has received a quote for £2,814 for alterations to the kissing gate to allow 
easier access to pushchairs and mobility vehicles.  Two further quotes from local businesses will be requested.  It may be 
possible to obtain funds under the NSC Public Rights of Way Improvement plan but this would not be for available for a 
year or two, if at all. 
  
4.3.  Appointment of new Councillor - Mark Northcott has officially accepted in writing and will complete all necessary 
formal forms.  He will be added to the cheque signatory list in due course. 
 
4.4 NSC Revision of Rights of Way Plan - Information is on the website highlighting the areas for improvement.  
Priorities to be agreed upon and submitted before 1st October.  The poor condition of the footpath from Bourne Lane 
through to Emley Lane (Farm) has been raised and the Clerk undertook to write to Elaine Bowman and NSC. 
 
4.5 A368 Resurfacing update - following discussions with Liam Abercrombie (LA) of NSC it was agreed that the 
white lines within the 30 mph limit would be replaced but not the cats eyes as observations show that drivers tend to slow 
up more when there are no cats eyes.  We have the opportunity to reinstate them in the future if it is felt necessary.  Signs 
at the bottom of Burrington Combe will be replaced at a later date.  NSC have advised that it is the responsibility of land 
owners to keep clear road signs being obscured by hedging etc.  PK declared an interest but advised that we are now into 
the ‘hedge cutting season’ and hopefully this will improve the situation. 
 
4.6 ALCA Parish Council’s Carbon Footprint tool - noted. 
 
4.7 Ash Die-back - Sir David Wills has asked that a letter be sent to the Estates Office highlighting trees of concern.  
HJ will clarify where the trees are and the Clerk will then write. 
 
5. District Councillor’s Report  - Patrick Keating had offered his apologies and asked that any queries be referred 
him.  PK ’s report on Covid19 was noted as was his update on Churchill Sports Centre, which will not be opening for some 
time. 
 
6. Broadband - nothing to report. 
 
7. Burrington Combe Toilets - continue to be closed and no income is coming in.  Part of the decision not to reopen 
at this time is due to information that no school trips are planned in the foreseeable future for either state or private schools.  
However, the Clerk undertook to contact local activity centres to see if they are yet up and running and what impact the 
toilet closure may have on their business.  Payment to the Hushers who continue to clean, remove rubbish from outside 
and generally check the facilities has been reduced to half until the end of September.  Following discussions with SSE a 
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reduced fee on the renewal of the electricity contract was agreed and we have been issued a SSE Green Certificate for 
100% renewable electricity. 
 
8. Police Report - can be accessed online.  The new PCSO Julie Berchall sent her apologies. 
 
9. NSC Liaison Officer’s Report - Mark Hughes sent his apologies any queries to be referred to him. 
 
10. Correspondence: 
 
10.1 ALCA AGM - 10th October - noted 
 

10.2 Traffic in Langford Road raised by resident - discussed and it was felt that the building works/temporary traffic 
lights in Churchill has caused more drivers to take the route through Lower Langford to avoid delays.  The Clerk undertook 
to write to the resident advising that the Parish Council is aware of the situation and will keep a close check.  We are also 
looking into the possibilities of Auto Speed Watch which is a black box that records the registration numbers of speeding 
motorists. 

10.3 A38 New Road & Bristol Road closures - carriageway resurfacing work to be undertaken between hours of 
2000 and 0600. 

10.4 NSC Request for nominee to join the Standards Sub-committee - noted. 

10.5 Somerset Badger Cull - noted. 

10.6 Climate Emergency NSC meeting 18th September - await issue of Minutes. 

10.7 Launch of a Citizen’s Panel for North Somerset - noted. 

 
11. Planning Applications 
New: 
20/P/1744/TRCA  - Hylesbrook Lodge - reduction of T! & T2 Plum trees - Approved.  
20/P/1931/TRCA -  Y Stabl - T! Silver Birch reduce the crown. 
 
Updates: 
-  Bristol Airport Expansion - The request from the PCAA for contributions towards Legal fees to fight the planning 
application was noted and, on the basis of Burrington parish population, size and the assumption that only half the 
estimated PCAA cost of £40,000 is to come from parish councils, all agreed that a £200 contribution to the PCAA general 
fund would be made. 

-  Blagdon Water Gardens - the application for residential development has been permitted.  RD will monitor road 
proposals that may affect the parish. 

 
12. Burial Ground - a complaint regarding grass left on newly laid flowers was noted.  PK advised that he has 
received many compliments on the high standard at which the burial ground is maintained.  All agreed that a leaf blower 
would be purchased for use by the Village Orderly in the burial ground.  HJ has identified an appropriate model at a price 
of £246.50 and will make the purchase on behalf of the Parish Council and provide an invoice in due course. 
 
13. Accounts for Payment - payment of the accounts below proposed by HJ and seconded by RDors.  
 
14. Any Other Business  

- Parish Room is being used by the school only, no private hire will be considered until the end of January 2021. 
 

- Parish Website - ongoing work is being undertaken by RD and can be viewed by Councillors through  a website link. 
 
-  Auto Speed Watch - RD is still investigating the possibilities of Auto Speed Watch - a black box which records registration 
numbers of speeding motorists.  There are complications with acceptance by Avon & Somerset Constabulary although 
other police forces have taken it up. 
 
15. Date of Next Meeting - Monday, 19th October at 7.30 pm.  Should Covid19 restrictions continue, it was agreed 
that this meeting will be held by Zoom.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.19 pm. 
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ACCOUNTS  

Receipts  

Bank Interest - Business reserve A/c July & Aug 2020 
                                                        

£0.11 

NSC 2nd Precept payment £1,500.00 

  

  

Burrington Combe Public Conveniences  

No Monies received, due to closure of facilities during Covid19, from Mendip Outdoor Ltd, 
Caving Services or Safepost Box 

 

                                                                          Total Receipts £1,500.11 

  

Payments  

Southern Electric Supply to BC Toilets (DD) - Collected 27July20 
                                                                                         29Aug20 
                                                                                         

£15.36 
£14.75 

JG & T Martin - Strim & Grass cut Burial Ground 10/24 August 1/ 14Sept - 4 @ £55.00 £220.00 

C Husher -Cleaning of BC Toilets 31Aug-2Oct 5 wks @ £20 £100.00 

A Phillips - repairs to 4 notice boards in the Parish £124.45 

NSC Invoice to install new village sign & post in Burrington £309.00 

T Martin - Clerk’s expenses  

                                                                         Total Payments £793.56 

  

PCAA - contribution towards legal fees for Airport Planning appeal 
- agreed at the meeting  

£200.00 

 


