
Your Village Hall, not so Good News.
We have had a most disappointing and upsetting start to our year. As most of you know, we have

had to temporarily hold up the Lottery due to 
the bank informing us that they would be 
closing the account at the start of this year. 
Hardly any warning was given and complaints 
were submitted to no avail. The reasons given 
were that the account was no longer one that 
they could run and we had to start again with 
a different account. They were most unhelpful 

as to what account we could have or setting it up. Consequently we could not ask you to renew 
your subscriptions at the start of the year and thank you for being so understanding of this. Dawn
our promoter has decided that after nearly 30 years of being involved with the lottery it was time 
to step aside and I (Maggie) is doing the same. We wish to thank Dawn for doing such a great 
job over the years and being such an efficient conscientious promoter. Thank you from all of us. 
However all is not lost. We have hopefully got a new promoter who is in discussions with the 
bank and hoping to restart the lottery as soon as possible. We do hope those of you who were 
members of the lottery will rejoin again. Without it we would have to increase hiring charges by a
large amount and do far more fund raising. This is quite difficult in this financial climate where 
Coe’s Meadow is needing help as is the Church. There is only a certain amount people can give. 
We are looking for new members to become custodians of the Village Hall charity.

The final winners before this in December where 1st Mrs V Owen, 2nd Mrs C Bennet and 3rd Mr A 
Morley.

This year the secretary will be resigning and we are sure there are
younger people in the Village who can join with fresh ideas and help to
drive things forward. Please get in touch if you can help.

On a brighter note, we would like to thank you all for supporting our
Valentine coffee morning. It was rewarding to see the Hall so busy with
much “. chatting” and laughter.

We have a few things planned over the coming months. A Bingo evening
is planned for the spring and by popular request, a QUIZ NIGHT is being
held on 29th May. Tables of 6 max, fish and chip supper and bring your
own drinks and glasses. We know you have always supported this event
and tables sell out very quickly so book yours as soon as possible. To book ring Maggie on 
374758 Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Whats Going On?
The Newsletter of Bulmer - March 2026
(Including Bulmer St., Bulmer Tye, Finch Hill, Batt Hall, Upper & Lower Houses, Church
Road and Hedingham Road).

View at e-voice.org.uk/bulmervillage/what-s-on/



Bulmer Skylarks
What a stoical group 
we have. Our first 
meeting of this year 
was held on a most 
awful afternoon in 
January, torrential rain

and very cold. We were not expecting too 
many members to attend on such a terrible 
day and what a surprise we had when we 
had so many happy people walk in the door. 
We had to quickly get more tables and chairs 
out, gave us a happy glow to see them all. 
What wonderful people they truly are.
We had ended our year with our Christmas 
party and had welcomed Gestingthorpe hand 
bell ringers who got us all singing Carols and 
Christmas songs. A lovely end to our year.
We now look forward to a new year and 
hopefully enjoying new speakers and various 
events but most of all meeting up for lovely 
chats with one another. It is so important to 
many of our members especially those on 
their own and perhaps have little contact with
one another. We will be welcoming Ashley 
Cooper on 24th March. The subject only 
known to Ashley but as always will be very 
entertaining. On the 28th April we have, 
by popular request, a return visit from 
the Magistrate. Such an interesting speaker
and does involve some audience participation
if requested. On 26th May Michael Shade 
from the Hearing Care Centre will be with
us and we will be enjoying our summer party 
on 23rd June. John from E.A.C.H will be 
with us on 28th of July. Do come along to 
one of our meetings to find out what we do 
and what a friendly bunch of people we are. 
It would be a pleasure to welcome you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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DATES OF FUTURE PARISH

MEETINGS

All meetings are bi-monthly, agendas are
posted on the noticeboards & online at

b      u  lme  r-      pc  .      g      ov  .      u  k      /   and held in the Village
Hall at 7:15pm

23rd March 2026 28th May 2026 (Thurs)

27th July 2026 28th Sept. 2026
DRAFT Minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting held on Monday 26th. January 2026 
at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
Present: Cllrs R. Raymond (Chair), T. Bird, R. 
Burke, D. Burke, P. Paxton and Kevin B. Money 
(Locum Clerk to Parish Council). There were also
2 members of the public present

001/2026 Apologies for absence were 
received from Cllrs A. Crawshay and S. Rowe

002/2026 Disclosure of Pecuniary 
Interests
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary
or non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on the 
agenda
None Declared

003/2026 Minutes of previous meeting - 
To approve the minutes of the meetings held 24th.
November 2025 All Agreed

004/2026 Public Questions: 15 minutes 
time allowed for this item: Members of the public 
in attendance may ask the Parish Council a 
question.
A resident gave a brief overview on the Grant 
application to St. Andrew’s Church
A resident thought that this is a large amount of 
money to go to the church when the church is not
well supported by local residents.

005/2026 Report from the Essex County 
Councillor No report was given

006/2026 Report from Braintree District 
Councillor No report was given

007/2025 Allotment
a) Condition of the allotments

Allotments require a lot of TLC by allotment 
holders. The Clerk to send a letter to all allotment
holders to tidy up their allotment area.

b) Garden Allotment
A resident has complained about his allotment 
being taken away from him. With numerous 
amounts of email to and from the Parish Council 
the Councillors discussed this issue in depth and 
all agreed to terminate the tenancy in breach of 



tenancy. Cllr R. Raymond to look at the tenancy 
agreement.

c) Allotments generally
A new resident has taken 2 vacant allotments. 
Another resident is requesting an allotment when 
one becomes available.

008/2026 EALC Councillor Training
All EALC training course have been circulated to 
Councillors

009/2026 Neighbourhood Plan to finalise 
whether a neighbourhood plan is required for 
Bulmer – Cllr T. Bird. This item to be placed on 
hold with the devolution.

010/2026 Coe’s Meadow – update on 
Committee meeting. No report was given

011/2026 Planning – including any 
Current Planning Applications requiring a 
response

25/02771/FUL - Keys Barns Church Road Bulmer
Conversion of dwelling into 2No. residential 
dwellings & addition of first floor.
RESOLVED: Bulmer Parish Council has no 
comment to make on this application

26/00036/TPO - Coes Meadow, Bulmer Street, 
Bulmer 
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees 
protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO - 3/81
Pollard Lime Trees T4, T6, T8, T10-T21, T29, 
T31, T33, T35-T38 by approx. 2-3m
RESOLVED: Bulmer Parish Council has no 
comment to make on this application

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
25/02693/PLD - 4 Bulmer Tye Bulmer Essex 
CO10 7EB
Application for Certificate of Lawfulness for a 
proposed development - Stationing of mobile 
home ancillary to residential dwelling
Councillors noted the application above

012/2026 Planning Decisions
25/02428/HH - Griggs Farm Bulmer Street 
Bulmer Essex CO10 7EW
Proposed double garage and reconstruction of 
existing brick wall to form 1no. pedestrian and 
1no. vehicle access with drop kerb and 
associated hardstanding. Application GRANTED

25/02621/LBC - Griggs Farm Bulmer Street 
Bulmer Essex CO10 7EW
Proposed internal alterations to form a new 
kitchen and bathroom, restoration of bakehouse, 
installation of heating system and multifuel stove, 
replacement and repair of timber floors, electrical 
works, and reconstruction of dining room chimney
stack. Application GRANTED

013/2026 Councillor’s Reports. Nothing to 
report

014/2026 Grant application

 Grant application from St. Andrews 
Church Bulmer for grass cutting of £1440

Cllr R. Raymond proposed granting £360 to this 
grant application from St. Andrews Church. Cllr 
T. Bird seconded. All Agreed This payment to be
made at the 23rd. March 2026 meeting

014/2026 Finance
a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 

31st. December 2025
Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 
31st. December 2025

b) To receive the comparison of Actual 
against Budget for 2025/2026

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual 
against Budget for 2025/2026

c) To approve the payment of Accounts for 
December 2025 and January 2026 and to
agree a transfer

of funds to meet the Parish Council financial ar-
rangements. All Agreed

d) Cllr R. Burke proposed that Cllr Rose-
mary Raymond, Cllr Antonia Crawshay 
and the Parish Clerk

Kevin B. Money be added to the signatories for 
The Lawrence Coe Recreational Trust account. 
This will allow the Clerk to contact UTB without 
any problems and the signatories of Cllr Rose-
mary Raymond and Cllr Antonia Crawshay to au-
thorise payments. Cllr D. Burke seconded. All 
Agreed

015/2026 2026-2027 Draft Budget – 
Councillors to finalise the 2026-2027 budget
Cllr R. Raymond proposed an expenditure of 
£16959 for 2026-2027 resulting in a BDC Precept
demand of £12124. Using the BDC Tax Base 
figure of 281.25 resulted in a Band D property 
figure of £43.11p pa.
An Increase of £0.98p pa or 2.32%. Cllr R. Burke
seconded. All Agreed.
The Chair and Clerk then signed the BDC 
Precept form

016/2026 Items for next agenda
Beacon post to be repaired

017/2026 Date of next meeting: Monday 
23  rd  . March 2026   at 7.15pm in Bulmer village 
hall

018/2026 Future 2026 meeting dates: 
28.05 (Thursday): 27.07: 28.09: 23.11.26

019/2026 Closure of the meeting
To close the meeting having considered and 
determined all items of business
The Chair then closed the meeƟng at 9.15pm and 
thanked everyone for aƩending

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. ANDREW’S Church
Events and Services for Easter

WALK OF WITNESS ON GOOD FRIDAY 3rd 
April AT 10.00AM. FROM THE CHURCH



We will be walking round the village stopping at 
various places to think of the events leading up to
Good Friday and Easter Day.  Hot Cross Buns 
back at the Church with hot drinks. You are very 
welcome to join us.

Easter Coffee Morning in the Church on 
Saturday 4th April

HOT CROSS BUNS AND CAKES
TEA, COFFEE, SQUASH

IN THE CHURCH FROM 10.00am until
12 noon

COME AND HAVE FUN

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
YOU and….

EASTER EGG HUNT

Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday 4th April for 
children up to and including 11years old at 
10.30am in the Churchyard.

Easter Day Services:
5.30am Dawn Service at Ovington
6.00am Sun Rise Communion at Hickbush Hill 
Great Henny

Easter Day Communion:  10.30am 
Alphamstone and Borley Churches

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Coe’s Meadow 
Management 
Committee

Memorial Tree to be planted
In honour of Chris Leigh, recognising her 
remarkable dedication to the maintenance and 
protection of Coe’s Meadow over the years.

This heartfelt event is scheduled to take place on
Coe’s Meadow on Wednesday, 11th March at 
1pm.
Please join us for this special occasion as we pay 
tribute to Chris Leigh and her invaluable 
contributions.

AGM Meeting, Charman’s Report
Opening Statement
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the 
entire committee for your continued hard work 
and unwavering commitment over the past year. 
Your dedication is the reason we continue to see 
such positive changes on Coe's Meadow.
Fundraising & Grants
Our financial position has been greatly 
strengthened by the efforts of our committee:
Fundraising: A special thank you to everyone 
who assisted with fundraising initiatives this year.
A special thank you to Sam for the incredible 
sum he raised at his Beer Festival.
Grants: Huge thanks to Laura for her diligent 
work in applying for grants. Her efforts in 
designing and distributing the community 
questionnaire have been vital in ensuring our 
projects align with local needs.
Maintenance
We have had a very productive year focusing on 
the safety and aesthetics of the Meadow:
Site Clearance: Successful efforts were made to 
clear and tidy the meadow and surrounding area.
Play Equipment: We have successfully removed 
damaged and faulty play equipment to ensure 
the site remains safe for public use.
Lime Avenue Update
The essential maintenance of The Lime Avenue 
trees is currently underway:
Pollarding: I would like to thank Jenny for her 
excellent organisation of these works and 
Graham Nicolls for his hard work during icy 
conditions.
Thank you: On behalf of the committee, I would 
like to extend our thanks to Oliver Rowe, who 
has very kindly submitted the planning 
permission for the pollarding of the trees on two 
occasions.
The Year Ahead – 2026
As we move into the new year, our focus shifts 
from clearing and maintenance to renewal and 
growth. Our key priorities for 2026 include:
Play Area Renovation: Following on from the 
removal of the old equipment our primary goal is
to research and source sustainable and high-
quality replacements. We will be using the data 
from Laura's questionnaire to ensure the new 
equipment meets the needs of local families.
Community Events: We hope to host a "Spring
Clean" and/or a "Dog Walk " event to encourage 
more residents to enjoy Coe's Meadow.



Long-term: We will continue to seek additional 
grant funding to ensure we have a robust 
maintenance budget for the years to come.
Fundraising: Jenny has very kindly mentioned 
that she will plan another Plant Sale 23rd May

after her very successful event in 2025.
Closing Statement
While there is still much to do, the progress we 
have made over the past year has set a fantastic 
foundation for the future of Coe's Meadow.
It is a privilege to work alongside such a 
dedicated group of volunteers. Thank you.

I look forward to working with you all throughout 
2026 to ensure Coe's Meadow remains a safe, 
beautiful and thriving space for our entire village 
to enjoy.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BULMER HISTORY
During some recent research I came across an 
article with a lot of previously unknown details 
about Bulmer and its church following restoration
of St. Andrew’s Church and its reopening 
published in 1863.

The first part of this article was published in the 
December issue. What follows is the second part.
The whole article can also be found on the 
history website 
at https://www.bulmerhistory.co.uk/

Restoration and Architecture

The architect is Mr. E. L. Paraine, of Rathbone 
Place, London: and Mr. Runnacles, builder, 
Halstead, has carried out the work of restoration 
very efficiently, though more requires to be 
done. The funds have been raised partly by a 
rate, a donation of £100 from Earl Howe, and 
partly by voluntary subscription; but prior to the 
collection at the opening there was a debt of 
from £70 to £100. The seats in the chancel were 
presented by Mr. Burke. The church has been 
closed for several months while the restoration 
was in progressThe interior of the church was till 
recently filled with high square pews, and a 
gallery blocked up the tower. The chancel was 
almost hid from the body of the church by a high
and very large pew belonging to the Auberies 
estate. Formerly there were two large pews, one 
on each side of the chancel, one occupied by the 
family and the other by the servants; but the late
proprietor, C. D. Alexander, Esq, who purchased 
the estate of Colonel Meyrick, removed one pew 
and enlarged the other. As it is a "faculty" pew 
the church authorities have no power to remove 
it; and Mr. Burke would not consent that it 
should be alienated from his estate, but the sides
have been cut down, and the platform on which 
it formerly stood, and which was ascended by 
two steps, has been made level with the floor of 
the chancel. It has an open fire place at one 

corner, and is 
luxuriously fitted
up with carpet, 
cushions, 
hassocks, etc..  
The school 
children 
formerly sat in 
the chancel, but 
benches are 
now placed for 
them at the 
west end.

The small tower 
is used as a 



baptistry; there is a fine octagonal font (re-cut), 
the pedestal covered with raised tracery, and the 
sides containing cherubs bearing shields, roses, 
of a mask with grapes, etc..; it stands on a 
platform, with step, and is covered with an oaken
lid.

In the tower the bells are rung by a hand 
machine, but only three of the four can be used.

The building has been reseated with low, wide, 
and very commodious benches of pitch pine, 
varnished, each provided with a. ledge for books, 
and cocoa-nut matting for kneeling upon. In the 
chancel the benches have carved ends, with 
poppy-heads and kneeling angels. The aisles are 
paved with red- and-black tiles, and the 
sacrarium (partly completed) with Minton’s 
encaustic tiles, in graceful pattens. The 
communion rail is a simple oaken rod on metal 
and gilt standards, without doors. The 
communion table is raised on three steps, and is 
of open carved work in three compartments, 
pierced with trefoils below, and worked with the 
usual ornaments on the ledge above. It is 
surmounted by a "super-altar," and covered with 
a plain crimson cloth banging over the sides, 
edged with fringe. Under the east window is the 
text, “My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is 
drink indeed."

At the sides of the window, in scroll patterns with
blue back- ground, are the texts, "’The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit,"  “The place where 
Thine honour dwelleth." The old wainscot pulpit 
(renovated) is placed at the east angle of the 
nave. On the other side are a plain oaken 
prayer·desk, facing east, and a lectern, facing 
west. The three piers in the nave, which have 
been cleaned and restored, are octagonal, with 
moulded capitals, the abacus being worked with 
the scroll moulding, denoting the architectural 
style of building. The same is used as a string-
course inside and outside the chancel, and as a 
hood moulding over several of the windows 
externally.

The pier arches are plain, without labels, and 
merely chamfered. The chancel and tower arches
are acute pointed. The north door has been 
closed. There is a decorated north porch, the 
lower half brickwork, and the upper of open 
woodwork, with carved barge board, etc.., but 

much mutilated. There is also a south porch, 
which is the principal entrance, and from which 
there is a descent of two steps into the church. 
The chancel and nave are on the same level. The
windows on the north side of the nave are plain 
perpendicular ones, with segmental arches; and 
on the south side there are two fine 
perpendicular windows, with transoms. The 
chancel windows are of the Decorated style of 
two lights, with dripstone outside, and corbel 
heads. The east window is a very large and low 
opening of five lights, without tracery, the 
mullions merely crossing at the head, forming 
what are technically termed "eyes.” according to 
the late Early English or Early Decorated style. At
the east end the buttresses are placed at right 
angles, and have but little projection. The Sedalia
one of the finest in the county; it is decorated in 
five compartments, separated by circular shafts, 
with moulded caps and tracery in the spandrils of
the arches above. The upper compartment has a 
water·drain, and was used as a piscina, and very 
likely the second as a credence shelf; the three 
others have lower openings, and were used for 
the priest’s seats. The well-worn staircase to the 
rood loft (now removed) remains, but there is no
door below. The roof ofl the chancel is high 
pitched or six bays, separated by principals, with 
carved figures, near the wall plates, holding 
shields, several in the attitude of benediction, 
one bearing a cross, one a ladder, etc.. The roof 
is painted blue, and the two eastern most bays 
studded with gilt stars. The roof of the nave is 
slightly tinted. There is no vestry. There are 
several mural tablets on the walls in the Grecian 
style to the memory of the Andrews and Badham
families, etc.. Formerly there was a large black 
slab in the middle aisle, near the reading desk, 
"In memory of Wm. Brage, of Grandon Hall, who 
died in May, 1700 ;" and to his son and 
daughter.

Opening Service

The church was re-opened for Divine worship on 
Shrove Tuesday, with morning service, a sermon,
and communion. There was a large though not a 
crowded congregation, including many of the 
parishioners and clergy, and several visitors from
a distance. Among the clergy present were the 
Revds. 0. Raymond (Rector), O. Raymond. jun. 
(Curate). St. Clere Raymond (Otten Belchamp), 
W. K. Borton, Rural Dean (Wickham), Irving 



(Foxearth), T. L, Green and T. Anderson 
(Sudbury. St. Peter and St. Gregory), W. N. 
Andrews (Chilton), R. Andrews (late of Bulmer), 
Carey (Henny). Shortland (Twinstead), Burney 
(Halstead, St. Andrew's), A. Hanbury and A. 
Hanbury, jun. (Bures), Hallward (Milden), Fisher 
(Liston), R. K. Longdon (Brent Eleigh), J. Bailey 
(Great Waldingtield), Teesdale (Lamarsh), and 
Crowther; N. C. Barnardiston, Esq., R. Almack, 
Esq., Captain Foster, J. Greene, Esq., F. Grubbe, 
Esq., — Fisher, Esq., G. D. Badham, Esq., — 
Crowther, Esq., etc.,etc.. ‘

The Rev. O. Raymond, jun., said the prayers. 
Rev. W. N. Andrews the lessons, and Revds. 0. 
Raymond, sen., W. K. Borton, and Sr. Clere 
Raymond assisted in the communion service.

The service was choral, and the responses were 
well rendered, Miss Raymond presided at the 
harmonium during the first part of the service, 
and Mr. Ambrose, organist. Sudbury, at the post-
communion service. The choir consisted of 
children from the school, and assisted by some of
the clergy.

Sermon and closing of service

The sermon was preached by the Rev. J. G. 
Carey of Henny, who took for his text Psalms lxv.,
40. After suitable introduction as to the text 
applying primarily to the ministers of God, and 
secondly to all who loved His house, the preacher
went on to describe some of the pleasures the 
true worshipper enjoyed. There was first the 
pleasure to every reverent mind of knowing that 
the church was the house of God, set apart for 
his especial service. Three solemn acts 
constituted this dedication of property voluntarily 
surrendered to God, this property accepted by 
God's servant the Bishop, and his declaration in 
due form to that effect; and there was no doubt, 
considering the days when their old parish 
churches were built, that all these requirements 
were complied with, and that the buildings were 
thus properly dedicated, and were thus truly 
God's houses. If the church was not the house of 
God its arrangements were nothing; the division 
into chancel and nave nothing; nothing the altar 
and font; nothing the prayer desk, where the 
prayers were said for the people; nothing the 
lectern, where the Scriptures were read to the 
people; nothing the pulpit, where God's truths 

were preached; the building was only four walls, 
some mere lecture room or meeting house; 
nothing, except it was God's house.

Then there was the pleasure of contemplating 
with the mind and taste God had given them the 
proper arrangements and decoration of His 
house. Should they decorate in a costly manner 
their own private houses and not the house of 
God? Thus they looked with pleasure upon what 
had already been done in that church in which 
they were met; much more was needed, but they
must be thankful to see its orderly arrangements 
for worship, its fine proportions developed, 
suitable as a house of prayer. It mattered not in 
whose cure a church stood, it mattered not what 
they heard there: it was to be a house of prayer
—a place where, alone, before the congregation 
assembled, they could lift up their hearts, or 
privately drop in as they passed by, or in public 
with the congregation, pray to their Father in 
Heaven. They must also especially remember 
that the acts which the clergyman, as God's 
servant, performed in His house were not done 
for themselves, but for God and Christ. If he 
absolved penitents, it was not he. but God 
through his voice. So at the font and the altar, 
the grace given was not from and by the 
cleryman, but from God; and in sermons, as far 
as he spoke agreeably to God's will, he was 
God's ambassador, delivering his message. So he
must be received as sent from God, and if not 
the reproach would rest on Christ and not on his 
servant. The preacher then spoke of the pleasure
of giving, advocated the duty of supporting God's
cause, and concluded by pleading for the fund 
for the renovation of that church, and upon the 
blessing that would attend such giving.

The offertory was collected in velvet bags by the 
church wardens, Mr. Coote and Mr. J. Orbell. The
clergy and a few of the congregation stayed to 
the communion.

After the service the Rev. O. Raymond, the 
curate, and Mr. Burke entertained parties at their
residences, the latter gentleman having 
forwarded invitations to nearly 100 clergyman 
and others.



BULMER AND DISTRICT HISTORY
GROUP

ON FRIDAY 17th APRIL at 8 p.m.

HAPPY 175th BIRTHDAY
 STOUR VALLEY RAILWAY

A Past and Present Journey Along
the Line from Marks Tey to
Sudbury by Peter Rednall

Join us in Bulmer Village Hall
at 8 pm for Peter’s fascinating

illustrated talk.

Coe’ s Meadow is opened by the
late Lord Phillips on the 23rd

October 2004

REMINDER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

8th March Church
Service

11:15

11th March Memorial tree
for Chris.

Leigh being
planted

13:00

22nd March Church cafe
Service

10:15

23rd March Parish Council 19:15

24th March
Skylarks
(Ashley
Cooper)

14:00

28th March
Order

deadline for
Oil

23:59

17th April Bulmer
History (175th

BIRTHDAY of
 STOUR
VALLEY

RAILWAY)

20:00

28th April Skylarks 14:00

23rd May Plant Sale
(Village Hall) 10:30

26th May Skylarks 14:00

28th May Parish Council 19:15

Do you have anything for the next 
publication of the newsletter, 
remember this is your newsletter,  
items you wish to include for JUNE 
2026, maybe an event or club, then
please contact Mike Crome the 
editor on 01787 378155 or by 
emailing bulmerwgo@gmail.com 
before the 15th May.


