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PAROCHIAL INFORMATION:                    BRADWELL-ON-SEA 
 

Rector                               Rev Steven Poss  07830150713 
Churchwardens:     Jayne Hill         07598329381 
                                            David Thorpe      07468867831 
Head Teacher St Cedd’s School:         01621776219 
 

Village View Manager 
Roger Scurrell            01621776341 
 
Church Flowers 
David Thorpe             07468867831 
 
Flowers at St Peter's Chapel 
David Thorpe             07468867831 
 
Bell Ringing - Tower Captain 
Laurie Main               01621776438 
John Pryke                  01621776260 
St Thomas Bradwell Fridays 7.45, 
Sunday Ringing 9.30am 
 
Thursday Club 
Mel Emerson            07961 503951 
David Thorpe             07468867831 
St Thomas' Chapman Room - 1st 
Thursday of Month 2-4pm 
  
Rainbows   5 – 7 yrs 
Brownies   7 - 10 years 
Guides 10-14yrs 
For  information        07757636446 
enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.
uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding 
Representative  Graeme Eyre 
    01621776961/07985520634 
 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
David Thorpe             07468867831 
 
St. Cedd's School Parent-Teacher 
Association 
Secretary Contact School  

               01621776219  
 
Clerk to the Parish Council  
Kelly Andrews. Email 
clerk@bradwellonsea-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council meetings Village 
Hall, 3rd Monday 7.30pm 
 
 Parish Council Chairman 
 Hillary Baker             07730794265 
 
District Councillor 
Matthew Neall          01621776956 
  
P.C.C. Secretary  
Roger Scurrell           07710 868491  
 
Othona Community  
Warden David Jenkins     

01621776564 
 
St Peters Chapel Chaplain 
Rev S Poss                  07830150713 
 
Village Hall Trustees 
Booking Secretary 
Mr R Scurrell             01621776341 
 

Bradwell Women's Institute 
Secretary Mrs T Reed Village Hall 
2nd Wed 19.30         01621776247 
 
Bradwell Flower Show 
 Teresa Fowler           01621776588  
 
Bradwell Quay Yacht Club 
Secretary: 
Mr R. Price                01621890173 
 
Mobile Library 
 Every three weeks Thursdays East 
End Rd outside church 
10.55— 11.25 
 
Local Policing Team 
Non Emergency               101 
Emergency                                   999 
 
Crimestoppers 
Anonymous Crime Reporting 
                                       0800555111 
 
The Dengie Medical Centre 
Tillingham                  01621778383 
 
The Trinity Medical Centre 
Mayland                  01621745400 
 
Two Rivers Association for  
Age Concern  
Secretary Age Concern  
                                    01245264499 
 
 

 
If any of the above information is incorrect or you wish to publicise your 

organisation then please contact Roger Scurrell on 01621 776341 or 
email stthomaspcc@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:clerk@bradwellonsea-pc.gov.uk
mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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From the Vicarage 
 
Dear Friends, 
As we move into September, and as children return to school and next steps in 
their careers, we move into the time to celebrate the Harvest. 
The Harvest has been challenging this year to the hot and dry weather, which 
hopefully should not be a yearly occurrence. However, if it is, it should make 
us stop and think about how we live in God’s Creation, as we also celebrate 
the new liturgical service in the Church in September, the Feast of Creation.  
Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this 
worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. It is 
a special season where we celebrate God as Creator, and acknowledge 
Creation as the divine continuing act that summons us as collaborators to 
love and care for the gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from 
around the globe, we share a common call to care for Creation. We are co-
creatures and part of all that God has made. Our well-being is interwoven with 
the well-being of the Earth. We rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard our 
common home and all beings who share it with us. This year, the theme for the 
Season is “Living Water.” 
This year, we will unite around the theme “Living Water”, with the symbol 
“Immersion in Living Water”, inspired by Ezekiel 47: 9 and 12 
“Ezekiel’s vision of Living Water, chosen as the Season of Creation theme this 
year, is not one of despair but of hope for all creation. Even the Dead Sea — a 
symbol of a devastated ecosystem such as we see today – is healed by the 
Living Water. This prophetic hope resonates deeply with a key goal of the 
Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice Action which has a thematic focus on 
climate and biodiversity in 2026: to inspire ecological metanoia and faith-
rooted actions for ecological restoration as part of our common Pilgrimage of 
Justice, Reconciliation, and Unity., said Rev. Prof. Jerry Pillay, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary. 
God bless, 

Reverend Steven 
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Bradwell WI 

Friday the 7th August at Beeleigh Abbey 

 

A sunny day at Beeleigh Abbey 

 
This month we headed to Beeleigh Abbey for our annual summer outing, and 
were lucky enough to have a beautiful sunny day for it! 

We started our visit with lunch together, giving everyone a chance to catch up 
before heading out to explore the gardens surrounding the 12th-century Abbey. 

There was plenty to see as we took a lazy wander around, including the rose 
garden, orchard and long colourful borders, with the beautiful view over the River 
Chelmer being a particular highlight. It was a particularly warm day, so we were 
very grateful for the shade around the grounds! 

Once we had finished 
exploring, it was time 
for the important part… 
tea and cake! (We are 
the WI after all!) We 
found ourselves a shady 
spot to sit together and 
enjoy some 
refreshments before it 
was time to head home. 

Our next meeting is on 
the 9th of September in 
the village hall with Ray 
Clarke and his talk, 
‘Radio Caroline and Me’. 

This is an open meeting, so anyone can come along. Doors open at 7:30 pm, and 
the talk begins at 7:45 pm. Tickets cost £5 each on the door for non-members, and 
there’ll be refreshments! 

New members are always welcome; If you have any questions about what we get 
up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com                                                             

 

Alice Nightingale 

 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com
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 News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

Help us to be part of the community of Bradwell on Sea 

In our website and on our publicity leaflets I describe Bradwell Bay as ‘The 
Little Airfield That Grew Big’. This is to represent that Bradwell on Sea had 2 
airfields in its time. The first was RAF Dengie Flats and was opened in 1938, 
there was a small grass airstrip and barracks for 30 airman and a sergeant. 
This was built to serve the Dengie Firing Range, built as part of the RAF 
Expansion Phase. 

The firing range out lived the large 
airfield known as RAF Bradwell Bay 
which opened in 1941 and closed in 
1945. The range did not close until 
August 1968. 

Following the success of the Battle 
of Britain, the risk of invasion had 
subsided, and Britain was to go from 
defensive to offensive. More 
airfields were required and 
especially on the East of England. 

Bradwell on Sea was selected as the small grass airfield could be enlarged.  

This was not to be a simple exercise. First land had to be identified and 
surveyed to see the suitability of having a large concrete runway built. This 
had to consider drainage and power supply etc. In fact, building a large 
airfield was like building a village. In the case of Bradwell on Sea, which had 
a population of less than 1,000,  the enlarged airfield was to cater for 2,000 
mostly young men and women. 

Apart from building the runways an airbase needed facilities for personnel, 
accommodation being a priority. As well as the ubiquitous Nissan Hut many 
buildings as well as land was taken over by compulsory purchase. 
Compensation was offered but it was not adequate for those losing their 
home. One person in Bradwell put up a fight with the air ministry that went 
on to 1947. We have records of this in our extensive archives. 

This is a list of requirements for the airfield. 

Accommodation 

Eating Establishments 
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Entertainment 

Offices including Control Tower 

Medical and Dental Facilities 

Emergency Services 

Airfield Defence 

Workshops and offices 

Details of the airfield can be seen on our website. RAF Bradwell Bay ceased 
to be an RAF Station on 30th November 1945. The range carried on in use 
until 1965, but the airfield was not used. I have been told that the United 
States Air Force had a hut possibly to accommodate personnel who were 
manning the range. 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group has a Facebook page  

RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group (Type in whole address) and our new 
website  

www.rafbradwellbay.org 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of 
the RAF in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the 

memorial.  

You can contact us via rafbradwellbay@gmail.com 

 
 

October Village View 
All copy for the September Village View should be sent to 
Roger Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the 
letterbox of 6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to 
the address below, all by August 15th. We do not accept 
articles after this date. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word 
or Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your 
article to 300-350 words and please include a picture. 

 

mailto:rafbradwellbay@gmail.com
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Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall 100 Club 
The 100 Club has now been running for two years. We have raised 
£961.00 for Village Hall refurbishment funds. The £514.00 raised 
this year is made up of income from 100 club subscriptions, prize 
draw winners donating their prize to the 100 club funds. The prize money paid out 
is £600.  

The Village Hall Trustees, we would like to thank all 100 Club members for taking 
part in this fundraising activity raising money for our hall. 

During the year the Village Hall Trustees have purchased new toilet roll holders, 
replaced old light fittings with energy saving LED fittings, with the remaining 
money put aside in the Refurbishment Fund for the Hall electrical work. 

The Hall relies on grants from various Grant making Bodies such as the windfarm 
and Magnox to carry out refurbishment work as the income from hall hiring barely 
covers the running of the hall. It is easier to get grants if you can show to grant 
making bodies that we are attempting to raise money towards the Project in hand.  

We invite you to join our 100 club in the coming year. The cost is £12 per year to 
enter the 13 draws. Monthly prizes will be £20.00, £10.00 and £5.00. At Christmas 
a bonus draw of £130.00 and £50.00 will be paid to two lucky subscribers.  If more 
than 100 people subscribe the prize money would be increased accordingly. If 100 
subscribers join, we will raise £600 for Village Hall funds. 

The first prize draw will be in September 2026 and thereafter on the 1st of each 
month. 

If you would like to join the 100 Club, application forms are available from the 
Community Shop and Village Hall or sent to you on request to the numbers below. 
Alternately phone or email to register your interest. Subscribers may pay for more 
than one number. 

Roger Scurrell 01621 776341 or message on 07710868491, 
bradwellvillagehall@btinternet.com . 
Lastly thank you for your support and that you will continue or join and support us 
for the coming year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

Charity Number 803054 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for August 2026 are as follows. 

1st Prize Number 95 Margaret Smith 
2nd Prize Number 55 Cathy Prout 
3rd Prize Number 93 Kerry Whyte 

The next draw takes place in September. if you would like to join the 100 Club please fill 
in form available in the Community Shop of the Village Hall or phone or Text 

07710868491. 

mailto:bradwellvillagehall@btinternet.com
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The Othona Community  
Jan Marshall, daughter of our founder Norman Motley, 
opened the week of memories of our earliest days. 
Jan recalled life in the Old Field, with primitive 
conditions for sleeping, collecting water on the way 
back from worship in the Chapel, and the real and 
lasting friendships made between people of all ages, 
faiths, nations and backgrounds. Other leaders of our 
reflections included Colin Hodgetts, resident warden in the '70s, who 
brought music to The Psalms, an orchard beside our newer buildings, and 
a year-round presence and staff team supporting the increasing number of 
people visiting from around the world.  
Many familiar faces joined in with newer arrivals, including lots of children, 
for a wonderfully sunny fortnight ideal for outdoor games and community 
swimming! After a lively Saturday night party with music, fun, and 
delicious food from our volunteer cooks, the Othona Community led the 
Sunday Evening Service in St Peter's Chapel, as part of the diocesan series 
of summer services in the Chapel, with much joyful singing.  
Looking to the future, the second week, drew a large number of resident 
and day visitors to discuss, draw, write, and consider Othona's place in a 
changing and challenging world. Andrea Misler, part of the Community 
from Germany, launched her PHD thesis book, "The Othona Community: a 
strange phenomenon," now available from Othona at a special price of 
£12, money to the Community's funds. A showing of the widely distributed 
film "National Emergency Briefing" set out clearly the cause and effects of 
climate change, and the political, personal and community actions we can 
all take, to protect our planet and it's future generations. Othona has long 
embraced climate resilience in our policies of optimising the power of 
wind and sun, growing fruit and vegetables, and creating sustainable 
habitats for wildlife. We plan to do build on this, relying on local and 
international volunteers, and working alongside like-minded groups and 
individuals in practical action, and in sharing the word. Thinking locally, 
and working together, is more fun and gives us hope for the world our 
grandchildren will inherit from us: if you share this vision, you are welcome 
to contact Othona or follow developments in our Website. 
An open Bradwell Centre Committee Meeting completed the fortnight of 
reflections and hopes, led by trustee/Bradwell Chair Steve Barnes. Led in 
prayer, and in the spirit of Christian Community, participants heard of the 
achievements of the last year, from the number of people who have come 
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with "outside" groups and become included in community, to the almost 
completed complex  drainage works, thanks to amazing donations of 
money, time and skills. This year has seen a turnover of staff, so we will 
soon be seeking new people to manage, cook and support Othona 
Bradwell alongside our small, dedicated  ongoing team of paid people and 
volunteers. Othona's Charitable structure, including the Bradwell Essex 
and the West Dorset centres, has been simplified this year. Membership 
was discussed, and finances were reviewed, noting higher expenses but a 
good number of paying visitors, and a number of building and 
maintenance projects needing income to sustain our site for the future. 
Donations and legacies are always appreciated, ask the office or see the 
website for ways of giving. 
We have acting warden/managers over the winter, so you will see some 
familiar faces returning. The programme is subject to change, please 
contact us for more information or to book an event or a meal. All are 
welcome. Othona Essex website, www.othona.org 

 

The Sower 
He works beneath the morning sun 

He scatters wide the seed; 
Rests not before the work is done 

That bread may fill our need. 
 

Some fell upon the hardened way 
Where clay was hard as stone, 

Birds ate the seeds right where they lay 
And none was left alone 

Some landed on the rocky soil 
Soon sprang their leaves of green – 
To wilt beneath the sun’s dread boil 

As if they’d never been. 
 

Some fell among the choking weeds 
The tares took all the light; 

Their growth then overwhelmed the seeds, 
Which disappeared from sight. 

 
But some fell on the fertile loam 

The rain fell from the sky 
A hundredfold their seeds had grown 

As they grew strong and high. 
 

Let not your heart be made of stone 
Nor fail when troubles come; 
By no foul sin be overgrown, 
But thriving ‘neath the sun! 

 
By Nigel Beeton 

. 

 

 

 

http://www.othona.org/
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES 

Time Service  Church Readings 

4th  Friday 

12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church  TBA 

6th Trinity 14 

10:00 Communion  St Thomas  Exodus 12; 1-14 
Romans 13; 8-14 

Matthew 18; 15-20 
Psalm 149  

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

13th Trinity 15 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas  Exodus 14; 19-31 
Romans 14; 1-12 

Matthew 18; 21-35 
Psalm 114   

10:00 Café Church St Thomas  

10:00  Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

20th Trinity 16 

08:00 Communion   St James Dengie 

Exodus 16; 2-15  
Philippians 1; 21-30 
Matthew 20; 1-16 

Psalm 105; 1-6,37-45  

10:00 
Battle of Britian Family 

Service 
St Thomas  

10:00 
Harvest service 

Communion 
St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas 

24th Thursday 

09:00 Chapel Communion St Peters Chapel  TBA  

25th Friday 

14:00 Communion  Down Hall Care Home  TBA 

27th Trinity 17 

10:00 Harvest Communion St James Dengie 
Exodus 17;1-7 

Philippians 2;1-13 
Matthew 21;23-32 
Psalm 78;1-4,12-16 

  

10:00 Café Church St Thomas  

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas  

Oct 
2nd 

Friday 

12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA  
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Time Service  Church Readings 

4th Trinity 18 

10:00 Harvest and Pet service  St Thomas  

Exodus 20; 1-4,7-9,12-20  
Psalm 19 

Philippians 3; 4b-14 
Matthew 21; 33-46 

  

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas  

10:00 Centre All Age St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Harvest Service St James Dengie 

16:00 

Harvest Service 
followed by a Harvest 

Supper at West 
Newland Farm  

Steeple Church 

 Harvest Readings:  Deuteronomy 8; 7-18, 2 Corinthians 9; 6-15, Luke 12; 16-30,  
Psalm 65 
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All funds raised from Concert to Essex Air Ambulance and Dementia UK 
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PAROCHIAL INFORMATION: St Lawrence 

Rector Rev Steven Poss 07830150713 

Churchwardens: Jane Pudney                  01621772345 
                                                               Gerry Lewsey            07516347520 
Village View 
Eunice Siggins               01621 778904 
 
PCC Secretary  
Sally Pursey  salwar2201@gmail.com         
 
Rainbows   5 – 7 yrs 
Brownies   7 - 10 years 
Guides 10-14yrs 
For  information  07757636446 
enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk 
 
District Councillor 
Linda Haywood 
Clr.lindahaywood@maldon.gov.uk 
Wendy Laybourne 
Clr.wendy.laybourne@maldon.co.uk 
 
Parish Council Chairman 
Marion Gibson 
clrgibsob@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk 
 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Kevin Money 
clerk@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk 
Council meet on 4th Wednesday oif 
each month in Village Hall 
 
Stone Sailing Club 
Weekends                       01621779344 
 
Church Flowers 
Debbie Montague         01621778477 
 
Children Society 
Eunice Siggins                01621778904 
 

St Lawrence Singers 
Friday at 5.45-7.00pm, Church 
Centre 
Shirley Masterson 07956799989 
 
Bridge Club 
Mondays 1.30 Church Centre 
 
St Lawrence Social Club 
1st Wednesday of month at 
Village Hall 
Secretary Gwen Adams 
                                  01621778386 
 
Coffee Morning 
Tuesday at 10.30am Church 
Centre 
 
Wednesday Board Games 
2 -4.00pm Church Centre 
 
Fridays Hobbies and Leisure 
10.00am Church Centre 
 
St Lawrence Village Hall 
Bookings Marion Gibson 

01621778102 
 
Friends of St Lawrence 
Newlands 
Gerry Lewsey 07516347520.  
Linda Pailing 01621 744400 
 
Table Tennis 
Tuesdays 3-5pm at Village Hall 
 

  

 Diddydots Pre School 
Monday – Friday 8am-2pm Term 
Time, Village Hall     
 
Wendy Butterwick Keep Fit 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
7.30-8pm, Village Hall 
 
Age Concern 
01245 264499 Two Rivers 
Association for Age Concern 
 
Mobile Library 
Every Three weeks, Thursdays St 
Lawrence Bay, Village Hall 11:40-
12:10 
 
Local Policing Team 
Non Emergency                      101 
Emergency                                999 
 
Crimestoppers 
Anonymous Crime Reporting 
                                     0800555111 
 
The Dengie Medical Centre 
Tillingham                01621778383 
 
The Trinity Medical Centre 
Mayland                01621745400 
 
William Fisher Medical Centre 
Southminster          01621772360 
 
Pebbles Church Centre 
Mondays 10am -12noon 

If any of the above information is incorrect or you wish to publicise your 
organisation then please email stthomaspcc@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:Clr.lindahaywood@maldon.gov.uk
mailto:Clr.wendy.laybourne@maldon.co.uk
mailto:clrgibsob@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk
mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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