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Fom the Vicarage 
Dear Friends, 

As we move into October, we continue to celebrate Harvest with the local school 
and in our Church. Please feel free to come and celebrate with us at St Thomas 
Church, Bradwell, on Sunday 6th October at 10am for our Church service. If you 
are unable to join us, please do come and see the Church decorated and if you are 
able to donate any food items, these will be sent to the Dengie Foodbank. 

The 4th October is St Francis day which  concludes the end of the Season of 
Creation in the Church. This year, the season’s theme is ‘Hope and Act with Crea-
tion’ 

 
In the letter of Paul the apostle to the Romans, the biblical image pictures the 
Earth as a Mother, groaning as in childbirth (Rom 8:22). Francis of Assisi under-
stood this when he referred to the Earth as our sister and our mother in his Canti-
cle of Creatures. The times we live in show that we are not relating to the Earth as 
a gift from our Creator, but rather as a resource to be used. 

And yet, there is hope and the expectation for a better future. To hope in a bibli-
cal context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but rather groaning, crying, and 
actively striving for new life amidst the struggles. Just as in childbirth, we go 
through a period of intense pain, but new life springs forth. 

Hope is an instrument enabling us to overcome the natural law of decay. Hope is 
given to us by God as a protection and guard against futility. Only through hope 
we may realize the gift of freedom in fullness. Freedom to act not only to achieve 
enjoyment and prosperity, but to reach the stage in which we are free and re-
sponsible. Freedom and responsibility enable us to make the world a better place. 
Only when we work together with Creation can the firstfruits of hope emerge. 

God bless, 

Reverend Steven 



4 

November Village View 
All copy for the November Village View should be sent to 
Roger Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letter-
box of 6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the ad-
dress below, all by October 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom
-aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 
300-350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after October 15th. 

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village 
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access 
to a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s Cathedral Christmas Concert 

Thursday 12
th

 December 2024 

Coach leaving Tillingham Square at 2pm and returning 
around 11pm. 

Tickets are £30 and can be ordered by contacting Revd 
Steven Poss on 01621 779620 / 07830 150713  

or email stevenposs@hotmail.com  

mailto:stevenposs@hotmail.com
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Bradwell-on-Sea WI  

Open Meeting 11 September at the Village 
Hall 

There is always a wonderful anticipation of our Open 
Meetings. A speaker is picked who will hopefully give a wide spread appeal, so 
that our members can invite friends and family and be entertained into the bar-
gain. 

Stephen Nunn was the natural answer. Maldon born and bred and a historian 
with a great interest in all things Maldonian, which includes the Dengie. His talk 
‘Maldon, The Dengie & Battles in the Skies’ did not disappoint. He considers 
Bradwell as his second home, he spent much of his youth in Bradwell and had 

nothing but praise for it. He learnt to drive on the 
airfield, to drink and play pool in the Queens 
Head (that was), proposed to his wife in the chap-
el and celebrated in the Kings Head and the 
Green Man.  

Stephen’s talk was both interesting and informa-
tive and told us along with a slide show about the 
many events in and around the Dengie, about the 
planes that came down … the airmen at Bradwell 
Bay and what we know as ‘Dad’s Army. He also 
peppered his narrative with recollections and an-
ecdotes from his father and grandfather which 
helped bring everything to life.  

After Stephen’s talk there were ‘any questions’ 
and then onto the refreshments. Our members excelled themselves in delivering 
wonderful cakes … and teas. 

We had a wonderful raffle, which included biscuits, chocolates and Novus Tea 
(courtesy of Sue). 

The competition this month was Historic photo/s of Bradwell – Stephen very kind-
ly stepped in and judged – showing great interest in the entries. So well done to 
1st Pat, 2nd Sue and 3rd Theresa. 

Special thanks must go to Kevin Bruce who provided the technical assistance for 
Stephen’s slideshow. 

Carol Hutton 



6 

The Othona Community 

As you sit down with a relaxing cuppa, to read your copy of 
“Village View”, take yourself to a day at Othona, as you share 
with us Sunday 15th September. 

A bell rings for breakfast – sounding across the field so all may 
know it’s time to come to the dining room. But that’s not the 
start of the day, as the breakfast cooks have been up for some time, preparing 
real porridge, and setting out an array of cereals and fruits to choose from, with 
homemade bread to toast. No sooner than breakfast is finished, with many hands 
to clearing away, washing up and tidying round, than the events of the day are 
underway, with Warden/Managers Debbie and Richard, and their resident team: 
Phil, JP, Amanda, George, French Volunteers Lou and Quentin, part-timer Peter, 
and others joining in to support the team.  The structure of the day is still based 
on the four elements of Othona, set out by our founder Norman Motley: Work, 
Worship, Study and Play together to build Community.  

Preparations are in hand for Sunday worship in the ancient Chapel of St Peter’s on 
the Wall, used by worshippers over hundreds of years, and daily by Othona for 
nearly 80 years. Today we have Christian groups sharing the day: the Lithuanian 
Church, and Fambridge Church; and also joining us are the Visually Impaired Sail-
ing Society, coming in for tea and homemade cakes. Othona has a long history of 
inclusion of blind and partially sighted people, active in their membership and 
support. With all these distinct groups coming here for their separate purposes 
you might expect allocation of different spaces for each body of people to pursue 
their own agendas. Not so: look at everyone playing croquet, together, sharing a 
game of bowls in the lovely autumn sunshine, enjoying home cooked (and often 
home grown) meals together, new friendships made and plans to come again next 
year. 

At the time of writing, an art-related week, “Place, Space and Map Making” Work-
shop is about to start, running from Mon 16 – Fri 20 Sept with Sandie Cottee shar-
ing her expertise – and we say Goodbye to George from Dorset, a familiar face to 
many in the village as he has helped with local community events, while giving a 
good year of his time to volunteer at Othona. After two years on the team, Phil is 
also moving on, and will be greatly missed, particularly in the kitchen – did you try 
his cookies!? Othona is now seeking to recruit a new Cooking, Catering and Hos-
pitality Lead – residential position – see the Othona Essex Website for details: is 
this you?  

See the website, or pick up a leaflet, for the 2024 Programme: Here are activities  
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Prayer for October 2024 
Lord, 
As we move into autumn and the month of October, the normal seasonal changes 
are all around us, the beautiful colours, the falling leaves, the cooler days. And 
that is reassuring. 
But, so much else in our world is changing so rapidly, often in ways we don’t un-
derstand. And that can be worrying. 
Thank you that You never change. You are always the same, faithful, present and 
loving. And You tell us in Your Word, not to be anxious about anything, but to 
bring all things to You in prayer and to trust You. When we do this, You promise 
us Your Peace – a peace of heart that steadies us and helps us move forward. 
Thank you that whatever comes, we are secure in You, when we put our trust in 
Jesus. In His name, we pray. Amen.                                           By Daphne Kitching 

News from the Bell tower  
On Saturday morning, 12th October, there is going to be a Dis-
trict practice in Bradwell for individual ringers to learn how to 
raise and lower a bell.  
When ringing bells, they are in the up position and can be easily 
pulled off balance by pulling on the rope. When the bells are 
not being rung, they are left in the down position and will swing 
harmlessly if a rope happens to be pulled. Now, to get the bell from the down po-
sition to the up position takes a bit of practice for it to be done safely. You could 
liken it to learning how to ride a bike, a lot of wobbles and minor disasters until 
you get it all together and, away you go.   
On that note I’ll finish for now, but if you’re interested in seeing the bells or hav-
ing a go at ringing, then give one of us a call.  
John Pryke 01621 776250 or Laurie Main 01621 776438 

for the autumn – resident and day visitors are welcome to book:  

Harvest Working weekend Fri 11=Sun 13 Oct, our most popular Working Week-
end. 
Autumn Retreat Fri 18 – Sun 20 Oct, Rest and Reflection, with Revd. Emma Wylie. 
Preserve and Sauerkraut making Fri 25 Oct — Sun 27 Oct 2024. 
Mon 28 Oct — Fri 1 Nov 2024 Half Term Family Activity Week. 
Debbie and Richard Sanders are our Wardens, supported by resident team Peter, 
Amanda, and JP, and volunteers. Website: www.othonaessex.org.uk, contact 
bradwell@othona.org, telephone 01621 776564, or visit via the wind-powered 
electric gate, collect exit token to go.  

https://www.othonaessex.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?id=2204
http://www.othonaessex.org.uk
mailto:bradwell@othona.org
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

We have spoken of events around the D-Day invasion of Europe, let’s look at 
some of the build-up which stretches back into 1943.  

In the Autumn of 1943 2 squadrons both equipped with Mosquito aircraft but 
with different jobs to do.  

In September 1943, 488 Squadron came to RAF Bradwell Bay. At the time they 
were a defensive squadron and had moved from RAF Drem in Scotland. They were 
active on home defence especially during Operation Steinbock, known as the 
’Baby Blitz’, in early 1944. On 21st March 1944 the squadron bought down 3 air-
craft in 1 night, 2 by the same crew. 

 
IWM (CH 12537) 

Air Marshal Sir Roderick Hill, Air Officer Commanding ADGB, is shown the wreck-
age of one of three enemy aircraft shot down by aircrews of No. 488 Squadron 
RAF, flying from Bradwell Bay, Essex, on the night of 21 March 1944. 

In October 1943 605 Squadron came to RAF Bradwell Bay from Castle Camps in 
Cambridgeshire, in their role as an intruder squadron. The day following the move 
to RAF Bradwell Bay the squadron was carrying the fight across to the continent 
to soften the Germans and especially the airfields and transport infrastructure in 
preparation to the planned invasion in 1944. These raids were to be successful in 
weakening the transport infrastructure and Luftwaffe so that reinforcements  
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would find it difficult to be transported to invasion areas and to assist in gaining 
air superiority over the German forces.  

 
IWM (CH 9475) 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial. 

You can help by donating via our website www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk 

St Nicholas Church Tillingham 

Invite you to a 

Flowers in the Festival Season 

Demonstration 

At 

St Nicholas Church Tillingham 

On Thursday 21st November 2024 at 7.30pm 

Admission £7.00 at the door to include wet refreshments 

In aid of St Nicholas Church Flower Fund 

For more information contact 
Jean Thurgood 778077 

Sally Green 779500 
Janice Spinks 07976028856 
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OCTOBER SERVICES 

Time Service Church Readings 

4th Friday 

12:00 Communion & Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA 

6th Trinity 19 

10:00 
Harvest Communion 
with Simon Hiller's 

choir* 
St Thomas Bradwell Job 11; 2, 1-10 

Hebrews 1; 1-4, 2; 5-12 
Mark 10; 2-16 

Psalm 26 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Centre All Age St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Harvest Service St James Dengie 

*Harvest Readings:- Joel 1; 21-27 Timothy 6; 6-10, Matthew 6; 25-33, Psalm 126 

13th Trinity 20 

10:00 
Harvest Communion 

and Lunch* 
St Nicholas Tillingham Job 23; 1-9, 16-end 

Hebrews 4; 12-end 
Mark10; 17-31 
Psalm 22;1-15 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00  Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

20th Trinity 21 

08:00 Communion St James Dengie 
Job 38; 1-7 

Hebrews 5; 1-10 
Mark 10; 35-45 
Psalm 104; 1-10 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

25th  Friday 

14:00 Down Hall Service Down Hall Rest Home TBA 

26th St Cedds Day 

11:00 Chapel Communion St Peters Chapel TBA  

27th Last Sunday of Trinity 

10:00 Parish Communion St James Dengie 
Job 42; 1-4, 10-end 
Hebrews 7; 23-end 

Mark 10; 46-end 
Psalm 34; 1-8, 19-end 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

31st Thursday  

09:00 Chapel Communion St Peters Chapel TBA  
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Weekday Events in October 

Time Service Church Readings 

1st 
Nov 

Friday   

12:00 Communion & Lunch St Lawrence Church  

3rd 4th Sunday before Lent,   All Souls Day 

10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Deuteronomy 6; 1-9 
Hebrews 9; 11-14 

Mark 12; 28-34 
Psalm119; 1-8 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Centre All Age St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

16.00 All Souls Service St Lawrence Church Philippians 1; 18-26 
Luke 14; 1, 7-11 

Psalm 42; 1-7 18.00 All Souls Service St Thomas Bradwell 

Day Date Time Event Place 

Thursday 3rd 13:00 
Thursday Club  
Harvest Lunch 

St Thomas' Bradwell 

Monday 7th 10:00 Pebbles The Centre St Lawrence 

Monday 14th 10:00 Pebbles The Centre St Lawrence 

Wednesday 16th 14.00 Bradwellians St Thomas' Bradwell 

Monday 21st 10:00 Pebbles The Centre St Lawrence 

Monday 4th Nov 10:00 Pebbles The Centre St Lawrence 

Thursday 7th 14.00 Thursday Club  St Thomas' Bradwell 
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Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, scholar,  AD 899 

Can you think of a politician who deserves to be called a saint?  If no one currently 
living politician comes to mind, never mind – there is always King Alfred of Wessex 
(871-99).   

This remarkable and best known of all the Anglo-Saxon rulers may have dozed off 
and let some cakes burn while a peasant woman was hiding him from the Vikings, 
but he did so much else which was of lasting good for the Anglo-Saxon people. 

It was a desperate time for the Anglo-Saxons – the kingdoms of Northumbria, East 
Anglia and Mercia had fallen to 
the Vikings.  Only Alfred’s prov-
ince remained free.  Through 
some inspired military maneu-
vering, Alfred managed to keep 
them at bay.  As a Christian, he 
became the defender of all 
Christian Anglo-Saxons against 
the pagan Vikings.  (His son and 
grandsons went on to conquer 
the Vikings, and thus ensured 
the future unity of England.)    

Alfred was also a scholar, and 
admired certain writings which 
had laid down models of ideal 
Christian kingship.  He tried to 
put these principles into prac-
tise, such as producing a law-
code.  Alfred believed strongly 
that anyone in authority should 
have to study in order to learn 
how to govern.   Not such a bad 
idea for leaders today! 

Alfred was never canonised by 
the Church, but his translation of Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius is often 
thought to be a fitting epitaph:  I desired to live worthily as long as I lived, and to 
leave after my life, to the men who should come after me, the memory of me in 
good works.   
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GATEHOUSE  

Carpentry and Joinery & Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows *Doors Wood or 

UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions *UPVC facias, soffits, gutters 

*Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories *Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, 

*Plastering *Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

,     Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,  

Fully Insured                                     Free Estimates.                                                Est 30yrs 

HONEY FOR SALE 

12 OZ £5.00            8 OZ £3.50  

EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box  

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @ LITTLECROFT, 

MALDON ROAD BRADWELL-ON-SEA  

CM0 7HT 

EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING 



18 

M c l D   rr i  P c   

w lc m  y  to 

e reen n nn 

r ell ter i e, r ell- - e   



19 



20 


