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From the Vicarage 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Myself and Kate and delighted to announce the birth of our daughter Phoebe, 
who was born on Monday 31st March, weighing 4 pounds 11 ounces. We are over-
whelmed with this great gift of love, she is so beautiful! 

As we celebrate, we also celebrate this Easter Season, full of Alleluia’s, which have 
a different and deeper meaning to us this year. 

On Thursday 8th May 2025, we're marking the 80th anniversary of Victory in Eu-
rope (VE Day) with the lighting of the Beacon at St Lawrence Church at 9.30pm, 
when the nation will unite to remember the end of the Second World War in Eu-
rope. Around the country, events will be taking place to pay tribute to those in-
volved in that conflict, as well as reminding us to pray and work for peace in our 
communities and in the world.  

On VE Day, churches sounded their bells to signify the end of the war. This year on 
8 May at 6:30pm, you can join churches and cathedrals around the nation as they 
let their bells ring out - an opportunity to reflect and give thanks for the peace 
that so many sacrificed their lives for during the Second World War. 

We will be holding special Sunday services during this to commemorate the day. 
You can also Light a candle online via this website (Light a candle | The Church of 
England), to remember loved ones who fought in the war. 

Also, this year we're very excited to be celebrating the 10th year of Thy Kingdom 
Come from 29th May to 8th June, where we pray for people to come to know the 
love of God in Jesus.  We'll have all of the usual resources and videos as well as 
some special anniversary content on the website Thy Kingdom Come | Thy King-
dom Come  

Sign up to the mailing list and keep an eye on the socials to be kept up-to-date 
with all that's happening. 

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Steven 

https://www.churchofengland.org/node/29237
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/light-candle
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/light-candle
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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Bradwell-on-Sea WI meeting  

9 April with TEMPRD Chocolate 

We were delighted to welcome Sonia and Rob from 
TEMPRD Chocolate to our April meeting with their sam-
ples and wonderful array of flavoured chocolate for us 
to buy. 

It must have been the allure of the chocolate as we had a full house – 28 ladies 
(including 7 new members and two visitors)! I’m sure Rob and Sonia didn’t disap-
point. 

Rob explained he went from the corporate world to becoming a chocolatier with 
his wife Sonia, to create a family run business in Maldon starting online in Novem-
ber 2020, and gradually seeing their chocolate being sold in shops, with some fla-
vours selling around the world. TEMPRD are known for their chunky chocolate 
which is a high luxury quality product, no palm oil, 17 flavours with special edi-
tions all made in small batches. They are also proud of foiling and wrapping them-
selves which gives their chocolate a very personal touch! 

Their business is very much a family affair and after leaving his previous job Rob 
was keen to be part of the £6bn British love affair with chocolate. Absolutely eve-
rything was a huge learning curve. They went with the theme of making their 
chocolate chunky and designed their own moulds which has their own logo in the 
middle which customers tend to leave til last to eat. TEMPRD is their own inven-
tion- with two vowels taken out of Tempered which is a process in chocolate mak-
ing which is deemed to be right on trend. 

Plenty of mistakes have been made along the way, they nearly destroyed their 
brand new and very expensive machine when the chocolate and inclusions set 
rock hard! Another time when leaving the chocolate overnight the machine was 
accidently put into forward motion resulting in chocolate everywhere for them to 
find the next morning! Rob and Sonia have learnt a tremendous amount by these 
lessons and are now making fantastic bars of delicious chocolate, which I’m sure 
the ladies would agree with. After Rob’s entertaining talk with lots of laughter it 
was time for us to sample and buy … I selected the expresso and walnut along 
with the dark ginger … 

Rob judged our competition which was ‘Chocolate Muffins with a twist’, Julie was 
3rd, Ann 2nd and Jenna 1st – well done to Jenna who won first place at her first WI 
meeting as a member. Our raffle was won by Eunice at her very first Bradwell WI 
meeting and birthday flowers were awarded to Sue, Linda and Jo … Happy Birth-
day ladies! 
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

 

This is it! May and the war is coming to an end. Victory in Europe was on 8th May 

1945, 80 years ago. Did RAF Bradwell Bay celebrate? You bet it did. The Station 

Operational Record Book states: 

VE Day celebrations were held throughout the day.   A Thanksgiving Service was 

attended by the whole station, at which the Station Commander gave a short ad-

dress describing the meaning of VE Day.   The rest of the day was regarded as a 

holiday and in the evening an all ranks dance was held which was attended by 

most of the Station.   Free drinks and refreshments were provided by P.S.I. and 

Mess Funds. 

 

 
 

VE Day Parade at RAF Bradwell Bay 
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We are holding a VE Day cockney party at the Green Man on 9th May - watch our 
Facebook page RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group for details and on 11th May 
we are joining Steeple for their village celebrations at the village hall. 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group has a new Facebook page rafbradwell 
bay preservation group and our new website www.rafbradwellbay.com. 

 We are recruiting trustees to work alongside our management committee. If you 
have skills such as business-related skills, we could use them or if you would like 
to get involved in this local project.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can contact us via rafbradwellbay@gmail.com 

http://www.rafbradwellbay.com
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The Othona Community in May 2025 
Our new Warden, David Jenkins arrived at 
Othona in mid-April. It's a real pleasure to meet 
him and we wish him well for the future here. 
Here is a short piece of bio from him: I will leave 
my home in the Netherlands where I have lived 
for the last 13 years to come and join you in 
Othona. During my time in the Netherlands I 
have worked as a Carpenter and Teacher of Art 
and Design. Prior to moving to Holland I worked 
as Teacher for many years in Cambridgeshire 
and Suffolk and greatly enjoyed inspiring and 
working with young people. I have 3 beautiful 
children of my own who are now 18, 20 and 22 and ever more independent. It 
feels very much like my time to follow a path which feels more in tune with who I 
am as I turn 55. I look forward to being of service to all who come to Othona and 
those of you who are part of the wonderful community that I have been fortunate 
enough to find and have the opportunity to be a part of. 
Please take time to welcome him at the start of his time here: David knows that 
he will need the love and support of fellow Christians and people of all faiths and 
none, as he commits to the exciting, challenging role of Warden/Manager at 
Othona Essex. 
We give our thanks and love to departing Wardens Debbie and Richard . At the 
time of writing we are watching and waiting, as the disciples did, for the events of 
the days to come…..only we know, and celebrate, the resurrection of Jesus follow-
ing those days of horror and despondency. In this world today, we still watch with 
horror and despondency at some of the world events: wars, famine and utter pov-
erty due to the action, and inaction, of human beings. Still we hope and pray for 
hope and peace, and some may find yourselves in tune with Quaker “Advices and 
Queries:”  
“Bring into God’s light those emotions, attitudes and prejudices in yourself that lie 
at the root of destructive conflict, acknowledging your need for forgiveness and 
grace. In what ways are you involved in the work of reconciliation between indi-
viduals, groups and nations?”  
 Othona Community was founded on the aspiration that a fuller personal under-
standing between people would contribute to a climate where society could grow 
without rancour and violence, - when war would be unthinkable. Still we offer 
opportunities for people to share reflective times as individuals, in private groups, 
or by joining some of the many activities from our Programme that offer fun and 
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MAY  SERVICES 

Time Service Church Readings 

2nd Friday 

12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church  TBA 

4th Easter 3 

10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Acts 9; 1-6 
Revelations 7; 9-17 

Luke 21; 1-10 
Psalm 30 

10:00 Café Church St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

11th Easter 4 
10:00 Parish Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Acts 9; 36-43 

Revelations 7; 9-17 
John 10; 22-30 

Psalm 23 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

18th Easter 5 

8.00 Holy Communion St James Dengie 

Acts 11; 1-18 
Revelations 21; 1-5 

John 13; 31-35 
Psalm 148; 1-6 

10.00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

25th Easter 6 Rogation Sunday 

10:00 Parish Communion St James Dengie 
Isaiah 55; 1-9 

1 Corinthians 10; 1-13 
Luke 13; 1-9 

 Psalm 63; 1-9 

10:00 Rogation Service St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 
Rogation Service 

St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

1st 
June Easter 7 

10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Acts 16.16-34 
Revelation 22.12-

14,16,17,20,21 
John 17.20-26 

Psalm 97 

10:00 Café Church St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 
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Diary of 2025 Events 

Below are a list of dates that are happening throughout 2025. If you or your or-
ganisation have dates that you would like advertised, please email details to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com for inclusion. It is hoped to publish events every 
month for the coming three months and every Quarter for the year ahead. 

 

May 
1st Thursday Club, 7th Bradwell Women’s Institute 100 year Celebra-
tions, 14th Bradwell Womens Institute Annual Meeting Village Hall Com-
mittee Room 7.30pm, 15th St Thomas Church APM Chapman Room 
7pm, 19th Annual Parish & Annual Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 
Committee Room, 28th Nature in our Neighbourhood 
 
June  
5th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm,11th Women’s Institute, 16th 
Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm,25th Nature in our 
Neighbourhood 
 

 July 3rd  
Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm,5th  Pilgrimage,  9th Women’s In-
stitute, 21st Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm, 23rd 
Nature in our Neighbourhood 

June Village View 
All copy for the June Village View should be sent to Roger Scur-
rell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St 
Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all 
by May 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after May 15th. If you belong to an 
organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village View we would like 
to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to a computer. Any 
news you have is always very welcome. 

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

 

 Charity Number 803054 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for April 2025 are as follows. 

1st Prize, Ticket 56, Margaret Daily, £20.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 72, Eileen Ryan, £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 60, Karen Hammond, £5.00 

The next draw takes place on the 1st May you would like to join the 100 Club 
please fill in form available in the Community Shop of the Village Hall or phone or 

Text 07710868491  

Remembering VE Day – 80 years on 
80 years ago, on 8th May 1945, VE Day took place – marking Victory in Europe at 
the end of World War 2. It was celebrated as a public holiday, and came exactly a 
week after German radio announced the death in action of Adolf Hitler. 

In reality, Hitler had committed suicide on 30th April. His successor, Grand Admiral 
Karl Dönitz, quickly negotiated an end to the war with the Allies – at the same 
time trying with some success to prevent as many Germans as possible from fall-
ing into Soviet hands. 

Field Marshal Montgomery accepted the unconditional surrender of German forc-
es in the Netherlands, north-west Germany and Denmark at a ceremony near 
Hamburg on 4th May. All German forces then surrendered to Supreme Allied Com-
mander General Eisenhower on 7th May at Reims, France. Soviet leader Josef Sta-
lin had his own ceremony, in Berlin. 

The announcement that the war had ended in Europe was broadcast to the British 
people by the BBC late on 7th May. It was decreed that there would be a national 
holiday the next day, and the stage was set for huge celebrations. Prime Minister 
Churchill had been assured that there was enough beer in the capital, and com-
memorative items, including VE Day mugs, were quickly produced. 

St Paul’s Cathedral held ten consecutive services giving thanks for peace, each one 
attended by thousands of people, and churches throughout the country rang their 
bells. The Royal Family played a central role, appearing eight times on the balcony  
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of Buckingham Palace while huge numbers of people flocked down The Mall. 
In the United States, VE Day coincided with President Harry S Truman’s 61st birth-
day: he dedicated the victory to the memory of his predecessor, Franklin D Roose-
velt, who had died of a stroke less than a month earlier. But both Truman and 
Churchill pointed out that the war against Japan had not yet been won. That final 
victory was still more than three months away. 
Of course, the end of a war could never be neat. In Europe the last known shots 
on the Eastern Front were actually fired on 11th May, and on 25th May the battle 
of Odžak ended in a Yugoslav Partisan victory. Tragically, in French Algeria, Mus-
lims celebrating the end of the war (some also peacefully protesting for independ-
ence) were “inexcusably” massacred by colonial authorities and militias – leading 
eventually to the Algerian War nine years later. 

The bells rang out in England 

The bells rang out in England 

And songs of heartfelt joy, 

But ‘midst the cheers were bitter tears 

For each lost man and boy. 
 

The six long years of fighting 

Had such a dreadful cost 

In blood and sweat and mortal threat 

And countless lives were lost. 
 

It now, at last, had ended – 

In Europe’s shores at least; 

Our people brave feared not the grave 

To slay the Nazi beast. 
 

The lessons learned stayed with us 

For eighty peaceful years. 

Yet now, again, some brutal men 

Are raising wartime fears. 
 

We should be celebrating 

This coming VE Day; 

Yet not at ease, but on our knees 

For lasting peace, we pray.                    By Nigel Beeton 
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Advertisement in  
Village View 

Do you want to Advertise your 
Business in Village View? We have 
a circulation of 500 households in 
Bradwell and St Lawrence and are 
looking for advertisers to advertise 
their Club or Bussiness in Village 
View. 
The cost is £50.00 per year for a 
1/4 of a page or £25.00 for a 1/8th 
of a page. 
If you would like to advertise 
please email or phone 

Email;  
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com  

 
OPEN Tuesdays to Sundays  

12—8.30pm.  
Eastlands Meadows Country Park, 

East End Rd. Bradwell-on-Sea,  

CM0 7PP  Tel 01621503008 
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GATEHOUSE 
Carpentry and Joinery 

& Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows 

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions 

*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories 

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering 

*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com, 

EGGS FOR SALE 

£1.20 PER BOX OF 6 

WEEKEND ONLY  
(subject to availability) 

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES 

@ LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD 

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT 

 

mailto:gatehouse-carpentry@live.com
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