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From the Rector

Dear Friends,
It is great to start the Magazine in paper copy once again.
We are looking to open up our churches on 23 May at Pentecost, as most people
will have had 2 jabs and it coincides with the indoor opening of things on the 17th

May, we will do it with cau on but also op mism that all the restric ons will end
on 21 June. We hope we can get back to being open on a consistent basis and to
possibly put on some events too.
The past year has been a tough one for us all, so everyone is welcome to come to
our services and events and just talk and share what’s happened to them over the
past year, so that we can comfort one another and share our burdens.  As with
most organisa ons, we have been affected financially and we have received no
government grants, so if you would like to  contribute financially to the church,
either as a one off or regularly, do please contact me for more informa on.
Pentecost is the birthday of the church and a new beginning when the Holy Spirit
came on the disciples to give them the courage and boldness to spread the Gospel
across the world. May it be a new beginning and new birth for us too, to receive
the good news of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Do come and celebrate this important fes val with us.
God bless,
Steven

Village View
All copy for the June Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell by phone
(776341), posted through the le erbox of 6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email
to the address below, all by May 12th.
Those living in St Lawrence may give copy to Shirley Lea at 51 Main Road (779403)
or email to bronwen.cook@b nternet.com by this date. Copy may also be sub-
mi ed as a text or Microso  Word or Publisher file, either on CD or, be er s ll, by
email to s homaspcc@b nternet.com. We ask you to limit your ar cle to 300-350
words and please include a picture
We apologise but no ar cles will be accepted a er May 12th.
If you belong to an organisa on that does not yet submit ar cles for the magazine
we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to a
computer. Any news you have is always very welcome.
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My Garden?

By Nigel Beeton

I thought I owned a garden
A lovely place to be
A bird said, “Beg your pardon,
“This land belongs to me!”

A squirrel dropped a nut on me
Which wasn’t what I’d planned
“Get lost!”, said he, “for can’t you
see
“You trespass on my land?”

A pheasant flapped and squawked so
loud
I scarce could hear me think!
“Get off my ground, for two’s a crowd!”
He kicked up such a s nk!

The wild-life around me
So loudly do protest!
They growl and screech ll I can see
That I am just a guest

Bradwell WI Zoom Mee ng – 14 April 2021
On a cool spring evening 13 WI members
joined together once again in the comfort of
their arm chairs for a Zoom mee ng, poised
and eager in an cipa on of our talk by Tim
Albert, who himself has had to comes to terms
with the rudimentaries of Zoom, with the add-
ed benefit of being able to reach all around the
world with his talks. We were also delighted to
welcome from Canada, Martha Ewart, Zooming from Ontario where she books
speakers for her local group - Probus.
Tim Albert was a very entertaining man who had wri en about his two trips
around the US on Greyhound buses 50 years apart; 1969 and 2019 – first when he
was 22 and then at the age of 72, when it’s fair to say he had one or two aches and
pains. His background was in journalism which stood him in good stead to write
his two books about his travels.
In 1969 Nixon was in the White House and the Vietnam War was raging, the year
also saw the first man on the Moon. In 2019 Donald Trump was in power and it
was the age of the ‘selfie’.
In 2019 skylines were very different and near perfect photos could be taken on
mobile phones. In actual fact Tim had to upgrade his travelling companions, with
the ubiquitous mobile phone and laptop, and for an added touch of luxury two
cushions – one for his neck the other for his posterior.
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Tim’s mode of transport – the Greyhound Bus – had changed over the fi y years.
People were more social back in 1969 – in 2019 they had earned a rather more
concerning reputa on, including accidents and violence.
Two highlights from 2019 – he was given a free poncho to help keep him dry vis-
i ng Niagara Falls instead of something that 100’s of tourists had worn before him.
He was also able to book a tour of the Moon landing control room which had been
used in 1969.
There were unfortunately downsides, including abandoned buildings in Detroit
where once was a booming industry. The use of guns were also far worse 50 years
on. With even Walmart selling guns – he told the story about taking a photo of the
guns for sale and the next thing an advert appeared on his mobile phone for guns.
All in all, Tim had a terrific me in America on both visits, especially loved mee ng
the people – these can be read about in his two books.
Tim invited the group to ask ques ons and closed at 20:30.
Linda Sibley con nued the mee ng with WI news.
Julie says that she has received 90% of members fees.
Theresa - at the moment the ‘Village News’ is online but hopefully will be back in
paper form in May.
Linda Sibley thanked Carol for her WI write up – which appeared in the ‘Village
News’ online.
Linda Sibley hoped the Patchwork and Cra  Groups will be up and running soon –
all within guidelines.
Linda Sibley, to discuss with the commi ee and help to set up ‘Coffee Mornings’
for groups of up to 6 members. Both Linda Barnes and Sibley are happy to host.
As yet there is no clear date when monthly group mee ngs can resume.
Linda Barnes - The Walking group will hopefully reform in June – possibly with pic-
nics / or outdoor pub gardens.
Andrea informed the group there will be a cketed Literary lunch at the Corinthian
on Friday 20 August with the crime writer Ruth Dugdall as speaker and she will be
a ending a Zoom event organised by the FEWI on Friday 16 April – Speakers Day –
and will pass on any relevant informa on.
Thank you to Jeanne for organising this month’s speaker Tim Albert .
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Roga on Sunday
Roga on means an asking of God – for blessing on the seed and land for the year
ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather.
The prac ce began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the gods Terminus
in late February whose protec on was sought for boundary markers and in May
the fer lity rite of Ambarvalia in honour of the god Ceres, who was guardian of
crops and fer lity. In those days a crowd moved in procession around the corn-
fields, singing and dancing, sacri-
ficing animals, and driving away
Winter with s cks. They wanted
to rid the cornfields of evil.
In about 465 the Western world
was suffering from earthquake,
storm and epidemic. So Mamer-

us, Bishop of Vienne, aware of
the popular pagan custom, or-
dered that prayers should be said
in the ruined or neglected fields
on the days leading up to Ascen-
sion. With his decision, ‘bea ng
the bounds’ became a Chris an
ceremonial.
Roga on- de arrived in England
early in the eighth century and
became a fixed and perennial ask-
ing for help of the Chris an God. On Roga on- de, a li le party would set out to
trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the bishop or the priest,
with a minor official bearing a Cross, and a er them the people of the parish, with
schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most of them held slender wands of
willow.
At certain points along the route – at well-known landmarks like a bridge or s le or
ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a litany or
roga on was said, imploring God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and
roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At some
point beer and cheese would be wai ng.
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be
said for ‘bea ng the bounds.’ It was s ll very common as late as the reign of Queen
Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew
them. (Do you know yours today?)

Rogation Rally 2019
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Ascension Day
Forty days a er Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which
the Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death and
resurrec on. (Ma hew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.)
The Gospels give us li le of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days.
Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea
of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at
last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah.
Jesus also told them
that as the Father had
sent Him, He was now
going to send them – to
all corners of the earth,
as His witnesses.
Surely the most tender,
moving ‘farewell’ in his-
tory took place on As-
cension Day. Luke rec-
ords the story with
great poignancy: ‘When
Jesus had led them out
to the vicinity of Betha-
ny, He li ed up His
hands – and blessed them.’
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes
it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His
disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they had just lived through
three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles , persecu on and death –
and resurrec on! Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by s ll looking at
them with love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was
blessing them, He le  them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was
not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be
theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and
your God…’ (John 20:17)
The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being one of
the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on
you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed con nually at the temple,
praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53)
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SERVICES FOR MAY

Details to the online services will be available on the Church web site.
Church web site h ps://e-voice.org.uk/bradwellchurch/sunday-services/
All recorded services and Zoom service info can be found at:
Bradwell St Thomas: https://www.achurchnearyou.Eastecom/church/6203/
St Lawrence Church:https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6612/
St Lawrence Church Centre: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19651/

Time Service Place Readings

2nd
May 5th Sunday of Easter

10.30 Joint Benefice Com-
munion Service

Online recorded
Service

Acts 8; 26-40
1 John 4; 7-21
John 15; 1-8

9th Roga on Sunday

10.30 Roga on Service Online recorded across
the Benefice As per Service sheet

16th 7th Sunday of Easter

10.30 Joint Benefice Com-
munion Service

Online recorded
Service

Acts 1; 15-17, 21-26
1 john 5; 9-13
John 17; 6-19

23rd Pentecost

Please check No ce Boards or Church Web Site for
services

Acts 2; 1-21
Romans 8; 22-27
John 15; 26-27, 16; 4b-
17

30th Trinity Sunday

Please check No ce Boards or Church Web Site for
services

Isaiah 6; 1-8
Romans 8; 12-17
John 3; 1-17

6th

June Trinity 1

Please check No ce Boards or Church Web Site for
services

1 Samuel 8; 4-11, 18-20
2 Corinthians 4;13-5; 1
Mark 3; 20-35
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CHURCH READERS, SIDESMEN, INTERCESSORS AND COFFEE ROTA
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Plant of the month – Tree Peonies
Tree Peonies are wonderful when on flower, admi edly the flowers do not last
long but when they do flower, they are so extravagant the memory lasts all year.
May is a beau ful month and I always look forward to my Tree Peony blooming.

Tree Peonies are a larger, woody rela ves of
the Common Peony, growing up to 4 feet wide
and tall. Highly prized for their large prolific
blooms that can grow up to 10 inches in diame-
ter.
Facts:
Long-lived
shrubs with
sumptuous

flowers - Flowering mid spring to early summer
Plan ng
Plant in autumn in a sunny or lightly shaded spot -
Choose a posi on sheltered from cold winds - Prune out dead stems in late winter
- Mulch and fer lise in spring - Make new plants by division in autumn
David Thorpe

Gardening in May
This is the month to plant out bedding plants into the garden,
hanging baskets and pa o tubs with summer flowers. Last
year I was able to find West View nursery in Bicknacre open
during the first lockdown and get my tubs planted early, they
looked so splendid all summer.
Plant Dahlia tubers into the garden in their flowering posi on.
Now is the me to plant Runner Bean seeds, also sow Mar-
row, Pumpkin and Courge e seeds indoors and plant out into the garden later in
the month.
Sow sweetcorn when ground is warm, or buy plants and put them out when the
weather is warm.
Plant Tomato, Pepper, Chilli and Cucumbers plants in the greenhouse.
Open greenhouse vents on sunny days to prevent humidity building up
Plant Begonia corms in pots in the greenhouse. Grow on Geraniums for plan ng
outside la er in the month or for greenhouse pot plants.
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The Othona Community in May 2021.

You will see from our Othona Bradwell Website that we reopened for limited pre-
booked day visitors from the 12th April following the government 'rule of six' and
restricted to outdoor sea ng. This opportunity con nues into May - there is a small
charge for day visitors which includes a picnic lunch and refreshments. New and
returning visitors are loving this opportunity to relax in the sun, or in the marquee:
Facebook has some pictures.  We are planning to reopen for residen al stays from
the 17th May adhering to government guidelines for social distancing with reduced
occupancy. This will be a me to come for a relaxed stay with no set programme
and we will operate as a Covid-secure venue similar to a hotel or hostel prior to the
an cipated relaxa on of the social distancing rules on June 21st. A er this date, if
the government guidelines allow, we will be able to relax the social distancing reg-
ula ons and have a ' nearly' normal Community summer.
Othona has a new 2021 Summer Programme now on the Othona Bradwell web-
site, (h ps://www.othonaessex.org.uk/events-lis ng) with events running from
Monday to Friday, including Music, Art, Olympics and Permaculture – a chance to
share in producing and tas ng our delicious home grown fruit and vegetables -
with the weekends free of a set programme. You are very welcome to book either
for meal, a weekend or for the event weeks - online, or contact us in the office on
01621 776564, email bradwell@othona.org. We are ready to respond with what-
ever the latest guidelines for the hospitality sector are to enable safe opening. Cur-
rently the staff here are mainly on furlough to minimise outgoings during difficult
financial mes, please be pa ent if you have a query.
Did you know that some people who live in Bradwell and our local villages are s ll
wary of coming down to Othona? Just to set the record straight, we are not a nud-
ist camp, we are not a religious sect or cult, and we are certainly not exclusive! We
are just people who value the concept of community – of seeking to live in unity
with one another, valuing common ground and embracing differences in age, abil-
ity, culture, faith, background, race and gender in a way that does not emphasise
differences or try to change lifestyles. Most people who spend a few hours, a few
days or a few weeks at one of the Othona Centres (Bradwell-on-Sea Essex, or

p.t.o.
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Burton Bradstock West Dorset) – or even a few years on our staff team – enjoy the
peace and tranquility, the lack of pressure, the simple lifestyle, the opportunity to
make a prac cal contribu on or to appreciate a well-earned rest, a chance to re-
flect, and to “recharge ba eries.” There are opportuni es to share in elements of
Work, Worship, Study and Play together on Community, or just to relax, chat, walk
and enjoy good home cooked meals together. Local people o en just pop in for a
cuppa while out for a walk – all are welcome (although Covid restric ons apply and
bookings are required at present.)
Othona is run as two Chari es, the Othona trust that owns the buildings, and the
Othona Company that runs our Centres, where people are welcome. You may be in
a posi on to make a dona on to sustain the Community at Bradwell, and to help
us with Projects to ensure Othona is a real asset to our local community, such as a
second small wind-turbine to keep us off grid and protect our environment. To
learn more about Othona or to make a dona on, do take a look at our website.
Tim Fox is Warden/Manager, with Debbie and Richard Sanders. Email
bradwell@othona.org. Website: www.othonaessex.org.uk.  Telephone 01621
776564. Keep in contact for details of re-opening mes – hoping to meet and greet
you in 2021.
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Hi I’m your local
Consultant
Samantha Foley
07748140221
samfoley121diet@

hotmail.com

GATEHOUSE
Carpentry and Joinary

& Building Services
*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions
*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering
*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,
Fully Insured,                                         Free Es mates.                                                Est 30yrs

A.M.P.

WATERSIDE GARAGE
MALDON RD. BRADWELL-ON-SEA

Tel: 01621 776285
Car Repairs & M.O.T.

Calor Gas Supplies, Diesel Test Station
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TO ADVERTISE IN VILLAGE VIEW EMAIL s hom-
aspcc@b nternet.com with your details or phone

01621776341.
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace
welcome you to

The Green Man Inn
Bradwell Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea CM0 7QX

Phone:- 01621-776226              Mobile:- 07799155201
Email:- mykibono@outlook.com

Web Site:-h p://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/

If you would like to fill this space with an
adver sement please contact R Scurrell

at
s homaspcc@b nternet,com

HONEY FOR SALE
12 OZ £5.00 8 OZ £3.50

EVERY WEEKEND*
OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @

LITTLECROFT
MALDON ROAD

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT
WEATHER PERMITTING &

SUPPLIES
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